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International affairs are often described as a game. As time progresses, we carry an expectation 
that new participants will reveal unforeseen moves to alter its dynamics. Yet, events from this past 
year have cast doubt on this notion. Rather than integrating past decisions to form contemporary 
strategies, we have instead seen a recapitulation of earlier choices. New players have arrived at the 
table. But they are playing the same cards. 

Some of these hands have proven to be less than ideal. Despite the World Bank’s seemingly benign 
support of a hydroelectric dam project in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dylan Warner 
explains how this parallels Belgian colonial exploits of the past. Furthermore, Trevor Grayeb’s 
article, “Playing War,” notes that in its steps toward remilitarization, Japan has only projected 
an illusion of strength, as it has repeatedly done in the past, as opposed to developing a concrete 
foreign policy. Lastly, Evan Charney posits that the Egyptian government’s attempts to suppress 
the Muslim Brotherhood will fail due to the organization’s experience in having endured similar 
crackdowns from prior regimes. 

At the same time, these former ploys can occasionally be effective. In “Just Watch Me,” Cody 
Giddings references the similarities between Canada’s current challenges and its problems with 
homegrown terrorism in the 1970s and indicates that Canada should look to the policies employed 
decades ago to confront the problems it faces today. 

The “(Un)Changed Game” then does not necessarily imply a cyclical nature of former events 
repeating in the future. On the contrary, the problems of today are often original, but we still find 
ourselves, either consciously or unconsciously, gambling with bygone maneuvers. In some cases, 
countries need to rely on old solutions for new issues, and in other instances, they need to reform 
previously reliable tactics. Nevertheless, how this reappropriation of old thoughts pans out, for good 
or for ill, remains to be seen. 
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Surveyors from as early as the 1920s have ex-
plored the possibility of harnessing the tumultu-
ous power of Inga Falls, a Congo River rapids in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
The first attempts at power generation did not oc-
cur until the late 1960s, though, with the building 
and commissioning of Inga I and, a decade later, 
Inga II, two hydroelectric dams jointly promis-
ing 1,775 megawatts of electricity. International 
Rivers reports that currently, the two dams oper-
ate at about 50 percent capacity while primarily 
being used for mining activities. Yet the price of 
the dams’ construction, initially estimated at $1 
billion, has quadrupled, and displaced families 
forced to leave the dam sites still have not received 
compensation. In March of 2014, the World 
Bank approved a $70 million grant in support of 
the construction of Inga III, a dam larger than its 
two predecessors combined.

The World Bank, African Development Bank, 
and other financial institutions should halt all 
forms of support for the construction of the Inga 
III dam and only reinstate support if the DRC 
puts forth a plan to distribute the generated elec-
tricity to surrounding populations with the goal 
of development instead of working with private 
companies to provide a source of energy to be 
sold at a profit. In 2009, the DRC decided to seek 
cooperation with private industry users to fund 
Inga III in order to use the generated electric-
ity for mining and other industrial operations in 
southern Africa. This necessitated the assistance of 
financial institutions like the World Bank for the 
completion of the project, with the United States 
and some European countries showing interest in 
contributing as well. Institutions like the World 
Bank provide both monetary support as well as 
representative support, used to create legitimacy 
on a global scale for the construction of the Inga 
dams. Their support hides the function of the 
dam under the false guise of a development proj-
ect, when in reality, the Inga dams serve only to 
hinder development in the DRC.

This project cannot just be killed, though, 
without acknowledging the increasingly desper-
ate need for an energy solution that works in the 
DRC. The United Nations Development Pro-
gramme reports that in 2008, only six percent of 
the DRC’s population had access to electricity. 
This is a pressing issue and needs immediate at-
tention; one of the largest obstacles to increased 

development in tropical African countries like the 
DRC is the lack of energy access for its citizens, 
which directly hinders their health, education, 
and ability to generate income. Projects that will 
help to alleviate this disparity in energy access are 
essential, so it is no wonder that the World Bank 
and other countries intend to back the Inga dam 
projects. Makhtar Diop, the World Bank’s vice 

president for Africa, quoted by the Inter Press 
Service News Agency, argues that Inga III “…
can be a game changer by providing electricity to 
millions of people…” The concept behind Inga 
III is noble, but it is clear that the concept fails 
when implemented. The IPS News Agency also 
quotes Maurice Carney, executive director of the 
Friends of the Congo, who states “the project is 
being presented as if it will help the population, 
but more often than not, these big dam projects 
end up serving industry at the expense of local 
communities…” 

The ‘expense of local communities’ argument 
holds weight when the history of the previous two 
Inga dams is scrutinized. Ignoring that both dams 
are currently functioning at only 50 percent of 
their designed capacity and that the initial budget 
estimate has quadrupled, Inga I and II have been 
directly detrimental to communities in surround-
ing areas. As reported by International Rivers, the 
site of the Inga I and II dams were inhabited by 
families from six clans, who were forced to leave 
the site under Belgian orders when initial survey-
ing of the site took place in the 1920s. Even after 
being displaced, the land was not used for another 
30 years, and still today, those displaced commu-
nities have not been compensated by either the 
Belgian or Congolese governments. History is 
attempting to repeat itself with Inga III, which 
would be the first dam in a series of installments 

to make up the Grand Inga Project, which would 
end up flooding the Bundi Valley area, home to 
some 30,000 Congolese citizens. 

Even the possibility that some people may 
have to be displaced for the rest of the country to 
benefit from such a large development project is 
misguided. Inga III’s potential 4,500 megawatts 
of electricity generated would not extend to the 
94 percent of people without access to electricity. 
Equally unacceptable, it would be owned by an 
international business conglomerate that would 
fund the majority of the project, which would 
then be sold mostly to mining corporations in the 
area. Of course, the energy crisis in the DRC is 
very real and needs to be resolved, so choosing to 
halt all funding to development projects

is something that should never be encouraged. 
While choosing not to act would save communi-
ties in the DRC who are being threatened with 
displacement, it would still leave 94 percent of the 
Congolese population without electricity. Instead, 
a middle ground has to be reached, where inter-
national institutions can effectively assist in the 
development of communities without resulting in 
more suffering.

Funding projects to facilitate development 
should not be stopped, and institutions like the 
World Bank have good intentions when they fund 
projects like the Inga dams. The intent falls short, 
though, when certain aspects of the project are 
scrutinized. The Inga dams projects are too large 
to be financially feasible, and their potential en-
ergy output attracts private companies, leaving 
the initial benefactors, the surrounding popula-
tions, sore out of luck. If the World Bank and the 
African Development Bank are to encourage true 
development with increased access to electricity, 
they need to direct their funding and support to 
smaller, more localized projects that are commu-
nal-based and do not threaten to break the bank 
with their monstrous budgets. To again echo the 
words of Maurice Carney, “There are a number 
of other alternatives for developing the DRC’s 
enormous energy capacity, including solar, wind, 
smaller-scale hydro and biofuel.” If countries like 
the DRC are to benefit from outside help, interna-
tional financial institutions must halt all support 
of any kind for gargantuan, industry-based proj-
ects like the Inga dams and focus more on proj-
ects that will, by design, be better suited to help a 
community, rather than a business conglomerate.

Damming Development on the congo River
— Dylan Warner

Currently, the Inga II Dam on the Congo River oper-
ates at only 50 percent capacity.               
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The Center for Disease Control first an-
nounced the Ebola outbreak on March 25, 2014, 
centered primarily in Guinea but also with re-
ported cases in Liberia and Sierra Leone. Ebola 
continued to spread throughout the summer 
and by early fall was well known throughout the 
world. Fears that it would leave Africa and begin 
to spread to other countries ran rampant. In early 
August, a Spanish priest died from Ebola in Ma-
drid and panic spread farther as Ebola cases began 
to occur outside Africa. Ebola reached the United 
States in September and a poll taken around the 
same time by CNN stated that 1 in 4 Americans 
feared contracting Ebola.  Over 5,000 people have 
died of Ebola in 2014. However the disease itself 
might not be the most dangerous occurrence in 
West Africa, or even Africa as a whole. Perhaps 
the most dangerous struggle that West Africa has 
now, and the whole continent of Africa, is the fear 
of Ebola. Misinformation and widespread hysteria 
are causing a dramatic loss in revenue for many 
nations throughout the continent, and will con-
tinue to do so unless more of an emphasis is put 
on the distribution of correct information and a 
direct effort is put forth to stop the disease from 
spreading further, sparking more fear, and even 
greater damage. 

Ebola spreads through direct contact with in-
fected bodily fluids such as blood, secretions, or 
organs. Ebola cannot be contracted by someone 
who is not showing symptoms. The incubation 
period for Ebola is about 21 days, meaning that 
a person can have contact with an infected indi-
vidual during this time and not contract the dis-
ease. It cannot be transferred through coughing or 
sneezing – it is not an airborne disease and experts 
never expect it to evolve this mutation. Ebola also 
cannot be transferred through mosquitoes like 
other diseases associated with Africa such as West 
Nile Virus. Despite the fact that Ebola cannot be 
contracted by any means other than direct con-
tact, there are many examples of overreaction to 
the disease, which in some cases come off as some-
what comical. In the first week of October, the 
CDC screened roughly 800 calls from Americans 
worried about contracting or having contracted 
Ebola. A woman who vomited on a plane was 
asked to spend the remainder of the flight in the 
bathroom, as there were fears of Ebola. A teacher 

who went to a conference in Dallas, Texas, about 
ten miles from the Hospital where an Ebola pa-
tient died, was given 21 days paid leave because of 
parents’ concerns. 

Though some of these cases seem over the top, 
it’s the fear and hysteria rooted in these stories that 
is causing and will continue to cause countries all 
over the continent of Africa real problems. The 
tourism industry in sub-Saharan Africa is about 
10 percent of the region’s GDP, equivalent to 
about $170 billion per year.  Now, many former 
hot spots for tourism, such as safari lodges, are 
looking at hard times as people no longer feel that 
a trip to Africa is safe, even if the areas are located 
in countries Ebola has never touched. It’s not just 
the tourist industry that is taking a hit from the 
fear being spread by the Ebola outbreak.  Much 
of Africa’s economic growth is based on interna-
tional investment. The current climate of Africa 
is making many investors and partners nervous 
and making the market unstable. The fear is not 
restricted to those outside of Africa, either.  Mo-
rocco, a nation where there has not been a single 
case of Ebola, pulled out from hosting the Afri-
can Cup of Nations, a professional African soccer 
tournament, worrying that those infected with 
Ebola would travel to the country. 

To counter this, there must be a two-pronged 
approach of not only working to disperse correct 
information to the public but also taking an or-
ganized and effective path toward controlling the 
spread of the disease. News outlets spread sensa-
tionalist stories, but governments must provide 
solid, fact-based information to their constitu-
ents. They must also avoid taking rash, potentially 
damaging actions, such as closing off borders 
completely to countries that are or have been af-
fected by Ebola. However, controlling the fear and 
panic will become increasingly hard if the disease 
continues to grow and is not contained. Part of 
the reason why this crisis exists today is due to 
the unprofitable nature of creating an Ebola vac-
cine, even though the first cases were identified 
in Africa some ten years prior. In a meeting on 
the state of the Ebola crisis, Dr. Margaret Chan, 
the director of the WHO, said, “Why are clini-
cians still empty handed, with no vaccines and no 
cure? Because Ebola has historically been confined 
to poor African nations.” Now as the virus comes 

to global attention, the work towards finding a 
vaccine has advanced at a more urgent pace. This 
alone, however, will not be enough. There must 
be coordination between the governments of the 
affected countries to halt the spread, and in do-
ing so, stop the fear raging not only in their own 
countries, but also around the world. 

Of course, the fear is not completely baseless. 
It is difficult to know if a person has Ebola before 
the symptoms become apparent, in which time 
they could get on a plane and fly to another coun-
try, as has been seen in several cases. However, this 
is not the making of a worldwide plague as popu-
lar culture has trained us to fear through television 
and movies. The other people on the plane are 
perfectly safe and will not contract Ebola unless 
there is contact with the infected person’s bodily 
fluids, which is itself highly unlikely. 

Ebola is a horrible disease that has killed many 
people, and must be stopped. However, attention 
must also be paid to the damaging nature of the 
fear and panic that is also spread by Ebola. This 
fear could have an even farther reach than the vi-
rus itself, threatening not only African economies, 
but potentially having a profound effect on the 
interconnected global economy as a whole. 

the fear factor of ebola
— Emma Stout

nigerian doctors at an ebola isolation ward. 
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On July 9, 2011 South Sudan officially de-
clared independence from its parent nation Su-
dan. Up until then the region had operated un-
der a period of what the Sudanese government 
referred to as “autonomy” since the conclusion 
of the civil war in 2005. Unfortunately, South 
Sudan’s autonomy, then and now, remains much 
more of an abstraction than an actual means of 
government. South Sudan’s secession – preceded 
by a civil war totaling 2.5 million casualties and 5 
million displaced persons – has largely been met 
by much resistance from their northern counter-
part. Some may even claim Sudan’s government 
has embarked upon the vengeful goal of wholly 
stunting the new country’s economic develop-
ment, especially by implementing harsh regula-
tions on oil pipeline and port access. If the South 
ever hopes to attain some semblance of autonomy, 
plans to develop pipelines in nearby countries 
such as Kenya are an essential first step. 

Sudan initially requested a 50 percent share 
in oil revenues produced by the South after the 
civil war’s conclusion in 2005; this arrangement, 
of course, ceased after secession. Oil income, con-
stituting 82 percent of the South’s GDP and 98 
percent of the young government’s budget, repre-
sents the only viable source of short-term future 
economic development. However, with a majority 
of the oil fields present in the land-locked South 
(75 percent of the former Sudan’s oil production) 
and port access localized to the North, a conflict 
over port access remains unresolved. So far, un-
derlying tensions have only heightened as Suda-
nese refineries were found to be stealing oil from 
Southern pipelines and distributing the oil on 
international black markets, prompting South Su-
dan to shut down oil production. As a result of the 
shutdown, the South borrowed 4.9 billion South 
Sudanese Pounds (1.6 billion US Dollars) from 
international and domestic markets to maintain 
government operations. 

Prior to secession, 36 percent of the North’s 
government revenue came from the South’s oil 
supply. The North simply fails to realize the two 
nations’ interdependence, of which South Sudan 
remains the victim, crippled by the state of under-
development the North imposed upon it. With a 
27 percent literacy rate, a lack of adequate higher 

learning facilities, soaring famine conditions, and 
clean water available to only 50-60 percent of the 
population, one does not need to analyze the situ-
ation in depth to understand why the economy 
ails. Experts also project the South’s current dis-
covered oil supply to deplete within ten years. All 
this said, autonomy and development mark the 
only positive future for this nation on the long-
term spectrum. In order to achieve this dream, the 
Kenyan government must extend a helping hand 
to a nation that may represent the next key player 
in African relations. 

Kenyan president Uhuru Kenyatta and South 
Sudanese president Salva Kiir Mayardit met in 
March 2012, a meeting which resulted in a new 
pipeline agreement. However, considering the 
current oil shutdown, the nation currently pos-
sesses no viable source of income besides agri-
culture and loans that only sustain its stagnancy. 
With no means of development besides reliance 
on outside funds, the Kenyan pipeline presents 
the only saving grace for the short-term outlook 
of this nation. Potential returns from the Kenyan 
pipeline surpass the ensuing costs and provide 
more outlets for domestic development.

Some consider the development of new refin-
eries as futile, providing only short term benefits. 
Foreign investors, however contest otherwise. 
China hopes to single-handedly resuscitate the 
young nation’s economy by pumping eight bil-
lion dollars into the nation for oil development. 
China suffers from this current dispute between 
the South and North, losing 260,000 barrels per 
day from the shutdown, and is engaged in what 
the International Crisis group described as a “deli-
cate dance.” A Japanese firm is also set to provide 
2,000 kilometers of pipeline from South Sudan 
through Kenya. This venerable endeavor still re-
mains tentative and will cost the three nations 16 
billion dollars in total. Economically, the appeal-
ing Kenyan pipeline trumps the rumored South 

Sudan – Djibouti pipeline which remains nothing 
much more than empty talks. Little concrete de-
tail has been solidified or agreed upon in the latter 
choice, only the presence of discussion between 
the two nations. Regardless, critics contend that 
South Sudan must begin projecting long-term ob-
jectives and alternatives if it wishes to achieve and 
sustain economic ascension. 

At its current state South Sudan depends on 
many nations for its survival, but this does not 
exactly signal failure. South Sudan, young and 
still learning, need not worry too much about 
its foreign dependence. The globalization of the 
world causes all nations to interact in this com-
plex scheme we refer to as the foreign market. 
However, learning the ins and outs of this market 
remains a different story. Discovering economic 
niches and strengths requires development, perse-
verance, and often many failed attempts. On the 
short-term end of things, South Sudan’s develop-
ment of pipelines with Kenya denotes the best 
and most effective means of economic ascension. 
Experts are wrong in saying that new refineries 
appear useless. The concerns of these experts may 
wield merit because South Sudan must also con-
sider alternatives to ensure long-term prosperity. 
South Sudan’s era of subjugation by the North 
ends now as this young nation navigates upon its 
new journey toward autonomy to fulfill its ulti-
mate pipe dream.

south sudanese autonomy:
a Pipe Dream?
— Mafeyi Ogundipe  

oil income constitutes 82 percent of 
south sudan’s gDP.”
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Project: silicon savannah
— Olivia Singer

Kenya’s complicated history as an ethnically 
and culturally diverse state has served as a source 
of conflict as well as a source of motivation for its 
youth. Despite Kenya’s troubled past – comprised 
of ethnic wars, corrupt government, and high un-
employment rates – its businesses, entrepreneurial 
leaders, and students have a fervor for advanced 
technology and development projects. Konza 
Technology City, publicized as the new “Silicon 
Savannah,” exemplifies Kenya’s desire to become 
a self-sufficient state, as well as an inspiration for 
the rest of Africa. The development of the Konza 
“technopolis” is just one piece of the Kenya’s Vi-
sion 2030, a long-term project that aims to trans-
form Kenya economically, socially, and politically. 
However, the Konza project appears to be an over-
whelming undertaking that raises many concerns 
of fundraising, sustainability, and social readiness 
and acceptance. More importantly, the Konza 
Project and Kenya’s Vision 2030 are two economi-
cally and politically strenuous ventures that could 
disregard basic-needs changes.  

 Kenya’s tech-geared, transformational 
undertaking is not a complete surprise. For in-
stance, Nairobi’s iHUB, just one of numerous 
Kenyan technological initiatives, is a technology 
community of sixteen thousand members and over 
one hundred companies with the mission to gen-
erate and support an environment of young Ke-
nyan tech entrepreneurs. Although many Nairobi 
citizens are interested in technology and enroll in 
higher education, the majority still face difficulty 
when finding a job. The Kenyan government argue 
that Konza could be the solution. The Konza Tech-
nopolis Development Authority has estimated the 
city will generate more than 200,000 jobs by the 
time it is fully developed. To encourage interest in 
technology, and to supply Kenyan engineers with 
jobs, the city’s blueprint shows a plan to make 
Konza a financial and technology center. It also 
includes commercial real estate such as hotels, a 
world-class hospital, high-speed trains for trans-
portation, and an engineering university, all part of 
the attempt to make Konza a globally competitive 
and livable city. 

 Alex Muoki, a high school graduate liv-
ing in Nairobi, has struggled to find a permanent, 
satisfying job for over twelve years. Despite Kenya’s 
steady GDP growth, over a quarter of its people 
are still unemployed and 80 percent of those peo-
ple are under the age of thirty-four. Like Muoki, 

the majority of young Kenyans lack the funds to 
finance higher education. Often, students who are 
lucky enough to enroll in college cannot continue 
due to a fear that the government and universities 
will stop subsidizing their studies and technology 

projects. The Konza will provide jobs and opportu-
nities to those who already have the funds and ac-
cess to high-skilled jobs. Although Konza’s devel-
opment will create more jobs, it is unlikely that the 
technology and finance focus will resolve the high 
unemployment rate. Due to issues such as lack of 
infrastructure, poor governance, national poverty, 
and social conflicts, it seems unrealistic that Konza 
could elevate the status of Kenya as a whole.

 By focusing on the idealistic project of 
Silicon Savannah, “a beacon of excellence for all of 
Africa,” the Kenyan government is giving its full 
attention to developing technology and ignoring 
present political and social issues—in other words, 
overlooking the “Basic Needs Strategy.” The strat-
egy, created by the ILO World Employment Pro-
gram, defines basic needs in terms of necessities 
such as food, clothing, housing, education, and 
public transportation. The strategy encourages 
world governance to find a balance between the 
global market and the role of the state. In the case 
of Konza, this would mean procuring projects that 
make Kenya globally competitive while maintain-
ing a comprehensive national welfare program—
a strategy that applauds Kenya for its impressive 
economic growth while reminding the state that 
GDP growth is of less value if income is not well-
distributed. While Nairobi may prosper with the 
construction of Konza, Kenya is still ranked in the 

lower middle-income status due its chronic budget 
deficits. Furthermore, Kenya’s inadequate commu-
nication system and infrastructure will prevent the 
benefits of the economy from spreading beyond 
the Nairobi area, creating a socio-economic bar-
rier. 

In addition, the Kenyan government has failed 
to eliminate serious societal issues such as human 
trafficking and terrorism. Kenya is a source and 
destination country for adults and children sub-
jected to forced labor and sex trafficking. Although 
the government enacted the Counter-Trafficking 
in Persons Act in October of 2012, the govern-
ment has yet to take tangible actions. According to 
the US Department of State’s Trafficking Persons 
Report of 2014, Kenya is placed on Tier 2 Watch 
List for the third consecutive year because the gov-
ernment has failed to provide adequate funding 
and resources to law enforcement and has shown 
little interest in aiding existing victims within Ke-
nya. Recent terrorism events in neighboring coun-
tries such as Somalia hurt Kenya’s vital tourism 
industry, which will likely continue on a declin-
ing trajectory with the elevating fear of Ebola. The 
government will need the money generated from 
tourism to continue the twenty yearlong project. 

Moreover, the actual development of Konza 
will likely cause irreversible damage to the Kenyan 
environment. The city of Konza will disturb both 
Kenya’s wildlife ecosystem as well as longstanding 
nomadic communities. According to the Africa 
Network for Animal Welfare, the region in which 
Konza will be built is home to large herds of ani-
mals such as zebras, gazelles, and jackals, creating 
potential for human-wildlife conflict. Konza will 
neighbor nomadic communities such as that of 
the Maasai, which have enjoyed sovereignty and 
autonomy since the end of British colonialism. 
The development of Konza will only anger the po-
litically unrepresented Maasai people, causing civil 
unrest. Numerous supporters of a high-tech Kenya 
have expressed concern that Konza is “a great idea 
in the wrong place.”  

The mission of the Kenyan Vision of 2030 is to 
create an “inclusive and sustainable Kenya” by en-
hancing the national employment markets. How-
ever, Kenya is not ready for the demanding Konza 
project. The plan for futuristic cityscapes placed in 
the middle of the Kenyan savannah is an idealis-
tic vision that ignores paramount societal issues of 
high unemployment, crime, and extreme poverty.

new economic developments may bring technological 
industries to kenya, but is a “technopolis” really what this 
economically-impoverished nation needs? 

WIkImeDIa Commons
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Recently, the world’s leading diamond cor-
poration, De Beers, moved its sales headquar-
ters from London to Gaborone, the capital of 
Botswana. This decision signifies important eco-
nomic implications for the future of the African 
nation. Botswana, with its unusually stable flow 
of income from the diamond industry, is one of 
the most economically stable countries in Africa. 
The country experiences low fiscal volatility and 
strong economic performance despite its sub-
stantial resource reliance. This is due in part to 
the historical symbiotic relationship between De 
Beers and Botswana. As the chief multinational 
investor, the firm reduces the volatility of resource 
revenues, thus decreasing the financial imperative 
for diversification relative to other resource-de-
pendent countries. Recently however, the demand 
for precious gems has decreased due to the global 
recession, sparking concern over the country’s 
economic future. However, Botswana continues 
to show proof of its sustainable financial manage-
ment strategies as it sufficiently invests resource 
funds in domestic public services.  The movement 
of the De Beers’ headquarters reaffirms the trust in 
the Botswanan national economy and establishes 
a precedent for future international investment 
which will further strengthen the economy. 

Two primary factors contribute to Botswana’s 
resource revenues with noticeable absences of 
busts. First, De Beer’s control of the world dia-
mond market allows price stability through soli-
tary market control and the ability to pay produc-
ers above production costs. The lack of industry 
competition allows for regularity without the 
need for price wars. Second, Botswana has es-
tablished a high degree of bargaining power with 
De Beers beginning with their initial partnership. 
Government leaders have not nationalized the 
industry and have realized the country’s growing 
importance in the world’s diamond production. 
Knowledge of this information encouraged lead-
ers to leverage concessions from De Beers, already 
anxious to maintain control over the production 
of the world’s diamond industry. One of these 
leverages includes the increased stock owned by 
Botswanan nationals. Debswana, De Beers’ min-
ing company, is a joint stock venture, with half of 
the stock owned by De Beers and the other half 
owned directly and domestically in Botswana. 
Unlike many African nations, Botswana holds 
a much larger stake in the company actually ex-
tracting the resource, thus bolstering wages and 

domestic employment. Botswana has consistently 
played an active role in international investment, 
refusing to be passive recipients of international 
business mandates.  

These factors contribute to the ongoing stabili-
ty in the economy of Botswana and comparatively 
lower unemployment rates at 18 percent com-
pared to those of neighboring countries Zimba-
bwe and Namibia with rates at 95 percent and 28 
percent respectively. Government officials in Bo-
tswana hope that the movement of the new sales 
headquarters to Gaborone will further decrease 
unemployment while producing more skill-driven 
employment opportunities. This deal appears to 
be beneficial for both parties. Botswana will re-
tain direct access to the world diamond market 
while De Beers will have continued and secured 
access to one of the world’s largest rough diamond 
supply. This venture will also provide Botswana 
with the opportunities to improve and develop 
microeconomic policies and reform such as labor 
market deregulation and continued financial lib-
eralization. If Botswana is able to handle the man-
agerial responsibilities of the sales headquarters 
then their diamond endeavors may attract other 
foreign investors, increasing their export base and 
potentially raising the country’s GDP. China has 
already begun investing in their diamond trade 
and Botswana’s direct involvement in sales is like-
ly to increase China’s investment due to transpar-
ency and the absence of the “middle man” – De 
Beers. Looking ahead, the movement of De Beers 
increases the likelihood of Botswana emerging as 
a major participant in all aspects of the diamond 

industry, not just diamond mining.
With many national resources and a large per-

centage of the labor force dedicated to the dia-
mond industry, it is only natural for concern to 
arise regarding the overreliance on this resource. 
Yet, for now, this resource dependency signifi-
cantly benefits the nation. Diamond sales account 
for over one-third of the country’s GDP and 80 
percent of exports, clearly showing the impor-
tance of the diamond industry. Moreover, because 
of Botswana’s history of relatively proper gover-
nance, funds have been invested in public works 
and infrastructure such as education, healthcare, 
and social security for its citizens. The combina-
tion of appropriate governance and prospective 
international investment is a positive sign as the 
diamond industry begins to find domestic roots 
in Botswana.  

Botswana is in a unique position with the op-
portunity to expand export bases and encourage 
investment. Fears of overspecialization are out-
weighed by the potential gains that Botswana has 
with the ability to build its reputation as more 
than a mining site, but an anchorage for manage-
rial-level investment as well. The next decade for 
Botswana will be critical in development as the 
sustainability of their economy will rely on both 
continued domestic and international invest-
ment. The country’s proven successful investment 
in domestic services coupled with a dedicated and 
stable workforce demonstrate a promising envi-
ronment for continued economic development.

botswana: Diamond industry under Pressure
— Caitlin Thomas

The Debswana headquarters in Gaborone, Botswana. Debswana is a joint venture between the 
Government of Botswana and the south african diamond company De Beers. WIkImeDIa Commons
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The wave of revolution that swept through 
North Africa and the Middle East during the 
Arab Spring of 2011 severely upended regional 
stability and left many countries in states of tur-
moil that continue to this day. The fallout of the 
Arab Spring is evident in Libya, which has suf-
fered from violence between various militia and 
terrorist groups since dictator Muammar Gad-
dafi was overthrown. Libya’s eastern neighbor, 
Egypt, also went through a democratic revolu-
tion, but one that ended in a military coup. Once 
in power, the Egyptian military restored order 
and suppressed dissent through mass arrests and 
bloody crackdowns that left many supporters of 
the former democratic government alienated and 
seeking revenge. This lingering resentment could 
easily reignite into open conflict if the violence in 
Libya continues to spill over the country’s borders 
into its neighbor’s territory. The United Nations 
should therefore attempt to contain the conflict in 
Libya by intervening with military aid to reinforce 
the Libyan army and restore order throughout the 
state.

 United Nations (UN) intervention 
against the Gaddafi regime was a turning point 
in the 2011 Libyan Civil War. The establishment 
of a no-fly zone tipped the balance of power away 
from Libyan government forces by removing its 
air superiority and proved that UN intervention 
could be effective. Although stability seemed with-
in reach once Gaddafi had been removed from 
power, Libya instead plunged into chaos as local 
warlords and militias denied the legitimacy of the 
fledgling democratic government. The instability 
escalated as militia ranks swelled throughout 2012 
and 2013 with Islamic radicals arriving from the 
neighboring states of Mali and Niger. Since the 
army was officially disbanded after the fall of the 
regime, the new Libyan government turned to the 
rebel factions that ousted Gaddafi for support. 
The UN soon became reluctant to devote further 
resources to a government propped up by warring 
militias. With no clear side to support, the UN 
chose to sit on the sidelines while the rebel fac-
tions competed for regional clout. 

 Although Egypt never descended into 
a full-scale civil war like Libya, the country did 
experience mass protests, hundreds of civilian 
deaths, and ultimately two regime changes. The 

removal of Dictator Hosni Mubarak resulted in 
the birth of a democratic government led by an Is-
lamic political organization, the Muslim Brother-
hood, which was seen as a threat to the politically 
influential Egyptian army. The tension between 
these two groups came to a head on July 3, 2013 
when the army dissolved the constitution, ousted 
the Brotherhood’s leader Mohamed Morsi from 
power, and arrested individuals associated with 
the Brotherhood. Clashes between Morsi support-
ers and the army in the wake of the coup d’état left 
hundreds dead, thousands in prison, and many 
more thousands marginalized and eager to disrupt 
the new government. 

 While the possibility that the conflict 
in Libya could expand into Egypt may not seem 
likely to some, the events in the region share dan-
gerous similarities with the ongoing conflict in 
Syria and Iraq. Syrian Islamic extremists received 
training in an unstable area, became battle-hard-
ened fighting government troops, and then moved 
over to Iraq, where they fought alongside a na-
tive population who was disenfranchised by their 
government and sympathetic to anyone willing 

to fight by their side. These same ingredients lie 
in Libya. Unrestricted training of militia radi-
cals, ongoing battles that harden fighters, and a 
neighboring country that has a policy of repres-
sion against an Islamic political organization are 
signs that the Libyan conflict has the potential to 
drag Egypt into war just as the Syrian civil war 
dragged in Iraq. This danger showed itself when 
on July 19, 2014, a border clash between militants 
and Egyptian border guards left 21 guards and an 
unspecified number of militants dead.

 There is still time to stop the conflict 
from escalating further, however, as UN interven-
tion on behalf of the Libyan government would 
allow the state to become stable enough to contain 
its conflict. The first step towards this goal would 
be to give Libya enough support so that the na-
tional army could be brought back to its pre-civil 
war fighting capacity. The current government 
lacks both power and legitimacy because it does 
not have a single, unified force backing it up. If 
the government could convince its former soldiers 
now fighting in militias to come back together as 
a single, unified army, then the peace negotiations 

egypt’s border nightmare
— Graham Steffens

Incursions along the Libya-egypt border could easily spill into an already unstable egypt. WIkImeDIa Commons
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in which the government takes part would have 
credibility and the country would be one step 
closer to stabilizing itself. The best way to achieve 
that would be to send UN military advisors to re-
organize the army and train new soldiers in addi-
tion to sending weapons and ammunition to sup-
ply them, just as Libya’s foreign minister called for 
in July 2014. As the second largest receiver of U.S. 
military aid in the world, Egypt could easily have 
some part in this assistance. Diverting some of its 
foreign aid to help Libya fight insurgents would 
be in Egypt’s best long-term interest because an 
unstable neighboring country with Islamic radi-
cals running rampant throughout poses a signifi-
cant security problem. 

Libya’s need for aid has been ignored on the 
grounds that there is no “good” side to support, 
and that if the UN were to intervene in the con-
flict, it would simply lead to another rebel faction 
seizing power in the government. This consider-
ation is true to a certain extent, as every militia in 
the Libyan conflict is at least partially responsible 
for war crimes and entering the conflict would re-
quire supporting certain militias over others. But 
allowing the current fighting to continue is open-
ing up power vacuums across the country that are 
being filled by Islamic radical organizations such 
as the Al-Qaeda linked “Libya Shield 1” and the 
“February 17th Martyrs Brigade”. Both of these 
organizations actively promote establishing their 
own Islamic governments in the country, which 
would be an even greater danger to Egypt than the 
militia warfare. Drawing support from anti-Islam-
ic forces such as “The Qaaqaa Brigade” and “The 
Civic Brigade” to reorganize the army would risk 
putting one side in power, but it would give Libya 
its best chance at achieving a stable, non-radical 
government. A state with a one-sided, politically 
exclusive government may not be what the UN 
wants to support, but it has the best chance of 
fighting off the growing Islamic fundamental-
ist militias. Therefore, supporting the faction 
with the least blood on its hands is the UN’s best 
chance at keeping the conflict from spilling across 
national borders.

 

Egypt has the makings of a nightmare on its 
hands. In the wake of the 2011 Libyan Civil War, 
Libya has rapidly approached failed state status 
and violence has already begun to spill over into its 
neighboring countries. Egypt’s continuous politi-
cal repression of the Muslim Brotherhood leaves 
the country prime for radicalism and insurgency, 
which Libya could very easily supply. The best op-
tion the UN has to stop what could become a ter-
rorist haven and a spillover conflict is to intervene 
with military aid to support Libya’s army. Once 
the government can secure its own borders, Libya 
can begin to move away from failed state status 
and back towards stability, thereby increasing re-
gional stability as well.
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The recent death of Senzo Meyiwa, captain of 
South Africa’s national soccer team, shocked and 
devastated the country. Meyiwa was shot and killed 
on October 26, 2014 during a home invasion while 
trying to protect his girlfriend, Kelly Khumalo. 
President Jacob Zuma has already publicly declared 
that he would stop at nothing to find the men who 
committed this crime. He said in a statement that 
he would “leave no stone unturned” as he sought 
the men responsible for the crime. Many have de-
cried the shooting as “heinous” and “inhuman,” and 
fans, coaches, and colleagues alike have spoken of 
the warmth and optimism of Meyiwa’s personality.

 However, this murder is only the most 
recent incidence of gun violence in South Africa. 
Just a few months prior, this issue was brought to 
the world stage by the trial of Olympic sprinter Os-
car Pistorius, who was accused of the premeditated 
murder of his girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp. While 
these incidents are indeed shocking and unfortu-
nate, they speak to a deeper issue in South Africa: 
that of violence ingrained and accepted in the na-
tional culture. The violence that the world saw in 
these two cases is not an issue of lax laws or lack of 
police intervention. Rather, it is a testament to the 
power of old beliefs and national wounds.

 Sadly, Meyiwa’s death is not unique. 
From April 2013 to March 2014, there were 17,000 
gun-related casualties in South Africa. The nation 
has one of the world’s highest murder rates. Accord-
ing to the United Nations, South Africa is second 
only to Columbia in firearm homicide rates, with 
26.63 deaths per 100,000 people. Compared to the 
United States, South Africa has a much lower popu-
lation percentage of private gun ownership, but a 
much higher gun violence rate. In the United States, 
there are 90 guns per 100 residents, but only 6.23 
deaths per 100,000 deaths. South Africa, at 50th in 
the world for gun ownership per capita, boasts only 
12.7 guns per 100 residents. 

There are approximately three million registered 
privately-owned guns in South Africa, but estimates 
indicate that as many as an additional six million 
illegal guns exist among the population. As such, 
crimes like this are not rare. Rather, Meyiwa’s death 
merely confirms and reiterates the fear of gun vio-
lence in South Africa, a fear that is all too real. 

One of the most highly-occurring crimes in 

South Africa is home invasion, but burglars are of-
ten looking to take the homeowners’ guns rather 
than their valuables. This is because South Africa’s 
gun laws are very strict, thus making it very difficult 
to obtain a gun legally — while paradoxically mak-
ing it very easy to do so illegally. Furthermore, the 
chances of those burglars being caught is very low; 
the running arrest and conviction rate is only seven 
percent. 

 Yet there is a deeper issue at play. Guns in 
South Africa carry with them an aura of prestige and 
power, and this image can be traced to the nation’s 
recent history of violence and segregation. During 
the days of the apartheid, the state maintained order 
through brute force and firearms. Although Nelson 
Mandela called for peace and the laying down of 
arms after Apartheid, the idea of guns as power was 
already too widely accepted. This history has en-
grained into society the desire to own a gun as a way 
to display prominence. It is this thought process 
that drives the home invasions, murders, and bur-
glaries — all in the name of acquiring guns. With 
a mindset like this, strict laws are powerless against 
the determination to acquire a status symbol. 

 The newly-sparked outrage at the death 
of Meyiwa speaks to a problem that afflicts many 
people in South Africa. The only difference here is 
that the crime was prominent and the victim was 
nationally-beloved. Many are now calling for strict-
er gun laws, harsher sentences, and more success-
ful prosecutions of not only the people who killed 
Meyiwa, but also of other criminals linked to gun 
violence. However, such remedies would only be 
superficial. No laws or stricter enforcement can ad-
equately solve this problem. Making the laws more 

stringent and reducing the number of licensed guns 
would put police officers in danger, as they have 
in the past been killed simply for their weapons. It 
would also make existing gun owners bigger targets 
for violent home invasions. While there is no imme-
diate remedy for the situation, the state of gun laws 
and perceptions in South Africa would be a ripe 
starting point for a more open and honest discus-
sion about the scars that are still fresh from the era 
of Apartheid. While many have called for solidar-
ity and discussion about crime and gun laws in the 
wake of Meyiwa’s death, that alone will not address 
the underlying issues that are driving the violence. 
Such remedies would be superficial at best, while 
leaving the root causes intact and ready to flare up 
again.

 Such casualties are the side effects of 
long-standing cultural norms, and these norms 
cannot and will not be changed simply because of 
new legislation aimed at curtailing gun violence. 
The only way to do so would be to address the real 
and potent underlying issues at play: that of culture. 
While changing culture would be difficult, if not 
impossible, South Africa could still address its high 
rate of gun violence through honest and open ac-
knowledgment of the underlying cultural issues that 
act as the impetus of these crimes. If not, then the 
newly proposed legislation would only scratch the 
surface of the problem, and, in the end, solve noth-
ing.

in south africa, guns Don’t Kill 
People; culture Does
— Leslie Teng

such casualties are the side effects 
of long-standing cultural norms, 
and these norms cannot and will not 
be changed simply because of new 
legislation aimed at curtailing gun 
violence.”
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The Somali tradition of female genital mutila-
tion (FGM) involves the removal of all or part of a 
young girl’s genitalia, leaving a lifetime of suffering 
for those who endure it. Despite both its do-
mestic and international illegality, the practice 
continues to affect the vast majority of Somali 
women due to its cultural and religious roots 
as a ritual rite of passage. For centuries, it has 
been treated as a religious practice that is meant 
to maintain a girl’s family honor, uphold local 
morals, ensure virginity before marriage, re-
duce libido, and increase a girl’s femininity and 
sexual appeal. According to UNICEF, the per-
formance typically “takes place in remote rural 
areas by untrained village midwives who use in-
struments such as knives, razors or even broken 
glass. The instruments are often not sterile and 
the ritual is very often performed in unsanitary 
conditions.” To combat FGM and its founda-
tions, the United States government, which is 
already providing short-term funding to NGOs 
addressing this issue, should instead provide 
substantial long-term funding to NGOs who 
agree to partner with clan and religious authori-
ties of widespread individual communities. Togeth-
er, they will develop and run programs that focus 
on the publication and advancement of information 
on the consequences of FGM and practicalities of 
dismissing the practice, in the effort of creating a 
cultural shift.

The substantial mental and physical health im-
pacts on those who undergo the procedure cannot 
be ignored. For example, the procedure is typically 
performed without anesthesia, thus ensuring that 
the girls experience severe pain both during the sur-
gery and afterward, due to various infections, ob-
structed urine flow, excruciating sexual intercourse, 
and extreme tearing caused by obstruction during 
childbirth. According to the Better Health Channel, 
children are also often at high risk of “shock from 
loss of blood…scarring, cysts and abscesses… [and] 
infertility.” On a psychological level, these girls are 
notably susceptible to developing post-traumatic 
stress syndrome, which includes high levels of anxi-
ety, nightmares, and flashbacks.

UNICEF claims that today the tradition of 
FGM still effects 95-98% of the women in Somalia 
and is performed on girls aged approximately four 
to eleven years old in order to circumcise them be-

fore puberty. The organization estimates that a total 
of 6.5 million Somali women and girls have under-
gone the procedure. Marriage – and the ostracism 

from potential suitors – is an especially powerful 
motivator for families, especially mothers, to ar-
range for their daughters to endure this procedure. 
Ostracism is a particularly potent problem in small 
rural communities, where privacy is less attainable 
and resources are less available without cohesive 
community effort. Moreover, the lives of people 
in smaller communities are more intertwined than 
those in urban areas, so social rejection can have 
hugely negative psychological impacts, including 
depression and anxiety. Unmarried daughters face 
psychological and economic, as well as social and 
political burdens. In what is still such a patriarchal 
society, marriage is largely a fundamental part of 
women’s survival, so this rejection puts these minor-
ity women at a huge disadvantage. 

The discrimination that uncircumcised women 
face undermines their basic human rights and their 
natural political authority as members of the human 
community. As such, their say about the practice is 
less effective. Because there is already a prejudice 

against these women, they are discouraged from 
openly admitting their true, healthy physical condi-
tion and the benefits thereof.

 Although the Somali government banned 
the practice of FGM in its 2012 constitution, 
the measure has and will not cause any quick 
and radical changes in citizen practice. Rather, 
it drives the practice underground, as Shemma 
Sen Gupta, a senior Child Protection Officer 
with UNICEF, predicted. Many who continue 
to promote the practice argue that when medi-
cal professionals complete the procedure, it is 
done safely. However, there is no safety and no 
legitimacy in these unnecessary mutilating sur-
geries.

 There are legitimate concerns, on the 
other hand, that the ban on FGM is active cul-
tural discrimination enforced by the West. Al-
though no religious texts actually demand that 
women be circumcised to remain pure, the tra-
dition is rooted in hundreds, if not thousands 
of years of practice in the African region. It is 
anchored by deep-seated cultural morals that 
have long-exceeded international borders, so 

the requirement that the practice discontinues com-
pletely poses a great and reasonable challenge – one 
posed mostly by fathers and potential husbands. 
As Somali woman Lul Musse explains, “All men 
wanted circumcision. If your daughters weren’t cut, 
they would say they are like hookers.” According to 
her, men must take charge in the eradication of this 
practice because they are the ones who currently ne-
cessitate it.

 With the exception of marriage eligibil-
ity, Somali men tend to be removed from the prac-
tice of FGM and therefore are ignorant of its con-
sequences. According to the World Bank, NGOs 
are running short-term projects primarily through 
the media, which unfortunately lack the interper-
sonal interaction necessary to make a strong impact. 
When they do run community-based programs, 
they are youth programs that do not focus on FGM 
and work under an umbrella organization. Even 
projects by the UN are often only funded for a short 
period in order to sponsor workshops and seminars, 
with limited research execution. The World Bank 
explains, “this approach negatively affects the mo-
rale and effectiveness of implementing agencies thus 
affecting the desired objectives…[and] many part-

a new approach to combating female 
genital mutilation in somalia
— Laurel Cerier

  Young somali girls are often subjected to 
female genital mutilation. WIkImeDIa Commons
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ners complain that coordination and joint program-
ming is minimal in Somalia.”

 To combat the cultural elements con-
tributing to the perpetuation of FGM, the United 
States Agency for International Development (US-
AID) should instead devote substantial funds to 
NGOs working directly with Somali clan organiza-
tions and religious leaders. In an essentially stateless 
nation, these clan elders and religious leaders act 
as local authorities. As such, NGOs must identify 
those inside the clan networks who are open to re-
form and begin the work from within. As of now, 
one of the strongest ways to empower individual 
communities will be to invoke awareness programs 
directed at men that share information of the dire 
health consequences of the practice. Guardian De-
velopment Network states that the intrinsic “func-
tion of culture and tradition is to provide a frame-
work for human well-being.” As men learn about 
the risks that come with FGM, notably increased 
complications during and from childbirth both for 
the mother and child, they may be less inclined 
to marry circumcised women. In addition, these 
programs should train men to facilitate more edu-
cational programs. The World Bank also suggests 
that organizations target communities where other 
community development action has already been 
established in order to maintain a relationship of 
trust with the members of the community. Until the 
spread of this information is fueled primarily by the 
Somali people, however, the local groups in Somalia 
needs financial aid to create extensive, long-term, 
community-based programs.

 As such practical changes do become in-
creasingly frequent, they will begin to change the 
society of Somalia at its core. What is currently rel-
evant to Somali culture and Islam will systematically 
become impertinent for newly fundamental reasons; 
however, because a cultural shift will take so much 
time, the US government must be willing to com-
mit long-term funds to the NGOs’ cause; by doing 
so, it may watch the spread of positive, health-based 
decisions beyond the borders of Somalia and into 
other African and Middle Eastern states. In the end, 
the government will likely spend less money than 
it currently is in trying to stop the practice in short 
waves with short-term programs and short-term 
funds. If not, any effort may prove to be fruitless.
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On October 22, 2014, just two days after a self-
radicalized terrorist killed two Canadian soldiers in 
Montreal, Canada was again rocked by a terrorist at-
tack in the nation’s capital of Ottawa when Michael 
Zehaf-Bibeau, a single self-radicalized jihadist, shot 
and killed Corporal Nathan Cirillo.  Zehaf-Bibeau 
then proceeded to enter into Canadian Parliament 
where he was killed in an intense firefight within the 
government chambers by Sergeant-at-Arms, Kevin 
Vickers. It was eventually made clear based on Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) intelligence that 
Zehaf-Bibeau sought to elicit political concessions 
from the Canadian government and prevent the use 
of military action to combat the Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS). As the people of Canada, and in par-
ticular Prime Minister Stephen Harper, react to the 
tragic events that unfolded on Parliament Hill they 
should look to the example set by former Prime Min-
ister Pierre Trudeau some 44 years ago.

The month of October 1970 is one that lives 
deep in the national identity of Canadians. In many 
ways it served as the defining moment of both Pierre 
Trudeau’s political career and that of the separatist 
movement in Quebec. In what came to be known as 
the “October Crisis,” the Front de Libération du Qué-
bec (FLQ), a violent Quebec-based separatist party, 
kidnapped two government officials, British Trade 
Commissioner James Cross and Quebec Minister of 
Labor Pierre Laporte, and threatened to execute them 
unless officials in Ottawa made major political con-
cessions. Gripped by mass hysteria stemming from 
a prolonged FLQ bombing campaign and string of 
kidnappings in Quebec, a nation watched as Pierre 
Trudeau faced his first true test as PM when, on the 
steps of Parliament Hill, CBC reporter Tim Rafe 
asked him one simple question: “How far would you 
go?” The Prime Minister’s response forever cemented 
Canada’s staunch commitment to fight terrorism, a 
phrase that now lives on as a priceless relic of Cana-
dian history: “Just watch me.” 

Days after his response Trudeau invoked the War 
Measures Act of 1914, which suspended civil rights 
and freedoms for the first time in Canadian history 
during a peacetime period. The move allowed for po-
lice and military officials to detain individuals without 
warrant or probable cause and denied them legal con-
sultation rights.  The Canadian Army, at the request 
of Trudeau and the federal government, occupied the 
cities of Quebec and Montreal with armored person-
nel vehicles, tanks, and armed troops, who arrested 
between four and five hundred citizens. The FLQ was 
eventually forced to the negotiating table in Decem-
ber of that year, but not without a heavy cost, includ-

ing the life of Pierre Laporte.
Although the story of the lone shooter this year is 

fairly different from that of the highly organized FLQ 
in 1970, both are undeniably acts of terrorism: per-
petrations of violence by non-state actors in order to 
obtain desirable political concessions from a sovereign 
government. And just as PM Trudeau rose to the oc-
casion in 1970 and responded to terrorism at all costs, 
so too should current PM Stephen Harper.

Homegrown terrorism and Islamic radicalization 
have grown unchecked for a large part of the last de-
cade. Some officials like Opposition Leader Tom Mul-
cair disagree with such an assessment, viewing the ac-
tions of Zehaf-Bibeau as simply criminal, with little to 
no underlying political motivation – which according 
to RCMP reports is completely false. The refusal of 
politicians like MP Mulcair to accept the reality that 
terrorism can occur anywhere have dictated Canadian 
security efforts and policy for far too long. Although 
for the most part Canada has been spared from much 
of the violence caused by “new-age jihad” and domes-
tic radicalization, it was still woefully underprepared 
to address the security concerns of a twenty-first cen-
tury developed democracy. In 2012 the Auditor Gen-
eral of Canada released a report addressing numerous 
Parliamentary security concerns, many of which were 
exploited last month. This report included the separa-
tion of parliamentary zone security power among four 
different forces, limited physical obstructions to enter 
parliament, and a light security examination (or lack 
thereof ) for visitors to enter the parliament building. 
However, a great deal of Canadian pride stems from 
the fact that visitors needed only to open a glass door 
to enter the Centre Block and go see their Prime Min-
ster or Members of Parliament. Yet the fact that Zehaf-
Bibeau was single-handedly able to “run through the 
unlocked front door of the main parliament building” 
with his weapon in hand just two days after another 

radicalized terrorist murdered two Canadian soldiers 
in Montreal clearly depicts the consequences of such a 
naïve way of thinking.

It is up to Prime Minister Harper to bring Ca-
nadians to realize the fact that no nation can avoid 
addressing the risks that radical terrorism brings in the 
modern world, and he should take notes from his pre-
decessor Pierre Trudeau to do so. It must be made clear 
that Canadians will not be deterred from their courses 
of action by asinine threats of violence and that they 
will pursue all avenues available to prevent such action 
from ever happening on their soil. Although Trudeau 
faced a much different beast in 1970 than the lone 
wolves Harper faces today, terrorism, regardless of the 
shapes or forms it takes, must be met with unyielding 
strength and resolve. This is the lesson Harper must 
act on, just as Trudeau did when faced with seemingly 
impossible odds. Adhering to this lesson should not 
require the invocation of the War Measures Act like 
it did in 1970, but it does require a stronger response 
than just words. PM Harper must work extensively 
with the RCMP and Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service (CSIS) in the coming months to develop 
much stronger physical security protocols for Parlia-
ment similar to those of the United Kingdom and 
the United States. In addition he must push legisla-
tion like Bill C-44, the “Protection of Canada from 
Terrorists Act,” that expands the role of the CSIS to 
aggressively track and investigate potential terrorists 
when they travel abroad. This action would effectively 
curtail the mass recruiting and training of personnel 
by groups like ISIS who have been able to welcome 
well over three thousand foreign fighters to their cause 
from nations like Canada, and will likely attempt to 
export them back across the world. 

Addressing global terrorism requires the effort of 
all developed nations and Canada can be no exception 
if it seeks to eradicate the type of violence that led to 
the death of Corporal Nathan Cirillo. Even though 
such extensions of legislative power to an intelligence 
agency like CSIS have brought echoes of the America’s 
“Patriot Act” and PRISM scandal to Canadian ears, 
they should find solace in the fact that their nation 
will be making such shifts towards security under a 
much larger magnifying glass than what was used by 
the US in 2001. Hopefully this close attention from 
the public and legislators will serve to catch any po-
tential infringement upon civil liberties about which 
so many have voiced concerns. And if Prime Minister 
Harper is asked how far he is willing to go to secure 
Canada, he need not be afraid to respond with three 
simple words: “Just watch me.”

“just Watch me”
— Cody Giddings

a Canadian soldier standing guard in montreal 
during the october Crisis. WIkImeDIa Commons
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The death of a Liberian man from Ebola in 
Dallas stoked the fires of fear across the United 
States in October. Responding swiftly to the po-
tential outbreak of the disease domestically, the 
Obama administration implemented screenings 
at five U.S. airports that receive passengers daily 
from Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone, the three 
West African nations currently inflicted with Eb-
ola epidemics. Most health officials agree that if 
Ebola were to arrive in the U.S., its origins would 
be in Africa. However, some have suggested the 
risk of this disease lie much closer to home. 
Speaking at the National Defense University in 
early October, Marine Corps General John F. 
Kelly, Commander of the U.S. Southern Com-
mand, argued that the porous border between the 
United States and Mexico could easily become a 
gateway for Ebola into the country. Since mak-
ing his remarks, politicians on the right have 
used General Kelly’s warnings to instigate a new 
push for tighter border control, suggesting that 
the permeability of the current border has now 
become both a domestic and health security risk. 
These politicians now call for enhanced border 
control to stymie the flow of undocumented im-
migrants.

The potential for an outbreak of Ebola, or an-
other deadly disease, is much more likely in coun-
tries with lackluster infrastructure and underde-
veloped healthcare systems, like many of those 
found in Central America and the Caribbean. In 
the event of such a devastating epidemic south 
of the U.S. border, it is reasonable that many 
will try to escape the pestilence by entering the 
United States as General Kelly has suggested. Al-
though the United States should worry about its 
porous perimeters, Congress should instead ad-
dress assisting in the modernization of healthcare 
systems in Mexico, Haiti, and other countries in 
close proximity to the United States. Rather than 
waiting for an outbreak to occur, it is more apt 
for the United States to assist these countries in 
developing needed health protocols in the case of 
an epidemic. Ultimately, prevention is far more 
prudent than domestic protection.

 In 2010 the Mexican government’s 
healthcare expenditures accounted for 6.3 per-
cent of GDP. Comparatively, the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) assesses that in 2011 the US’ 
health expenditure was 17.9 percent of GDP. De-
spite this disparity, the Mexican government has 

been able to expand its healthcare system exten-
sively since the early 2000s, so that most Mexican 
citizens now have access to quality 
healthcare. There are still significant 
improvements that can be made to 
the entire system, however, including 
the provision of more equitable cov-
erage to poor and rural populations. 
Of course, these same criticisms can 
be made about the American health-
care system, but what marks Mexico 
as different are the diseases present 
in the country. At present, Dengue 
fever is endemic in every Mexican 
state except Baja California Norte. A 
drug-resistant strain of tuberculosis has also rav-
aged areas of Mexico, and has spilled over into 
the United States. Both California and Texas cur-
rently have unusually high rates of drug-resistant 
TB. The likelihood of a creeping Ebola epidemic 
in Mexico is therefore not a preposterous claim.

 Already health officials working on 
both sides of the US-Mexico border have been 
“in regular contact” over Ebola prevention, ac-
cording to Armando Saldivar, spokesman for the 
El Paso Health Department. In both countries, 
most medical practitioners have been trained to 
recognize the early signs of Ebola, and in Mexico, 
government officials have already begun to post 
signs warning travelers of Ebola’s prevalence in 
West Africa. These early instances of coopera-
tion between Mexican health officials and their 
American counterparts are excellent foundations 
on which to build a more robust transnational 
contingency plan to prevent or contain Ebola if 
it were ever to arrive in Central America. Now 
the United States must assist Mexico in develop-
ing the technology and temporary infrastructure 
needed to quarantine individuals with Ebola, or 
other deadly diseases, before infected patients 
have an opportunity to unknowingly transmit 
the disease. 

 The cost of these programs is certainly 
a drawback, for they require not only oversight 
from health professionals, but also instruments 
and specialized equipment. These costs are 
made more unappealing when the likelihood of 
an Ebola outbreak in Central America and the 
Caribbean is not great. But the alternative is no 
more desirable. An outbreak of Ebola or other 
fear-inducing, deadly diseases in Mexico will 

force many impoverished families to flee for the 
United States. The resulting costs associated with 

maintaining the US-Mexico border during an 
epidemic will certainly surpass the current annual 
border expenditure of $18 billion. Moreover, the 
maintenance of incoming refugees will have detri-
mental effects on the domestic private and public 
economic sectors, namely healthcare, transporta-
tion, and education. And, if this epidemic were to 
expand to other Central American and Caribbean 
nations, refugees may begin entering the United 
States through its maritime boundaries along the 
Gulf of Mexico. As a result, Congress would need 
to expand border security to protect some 1,680 
miles of coastline. What began as a localized crisis 
south of the border, could easily spell economic 
disaster domestically in the United States.

 The United States should therefore 
heed General Kelly’s warnings of impending in-
stability in the case of an epidemic. But any ac-
tion Congress takes on the advice of military ad-
visors should be proactive and preventative rather 
than reactionary. The United States has both the 
resources and human capital to help implement a 
medical contingency plan in proximate countries. 
An effective plan for handling disease can attenu-
ate the bedlam that results from an outbreak and 
ultimately protect the United States’ domestic in-
terests. If politicians on either side of the aisle are 
truly concerned about border security in the wake 
of the 2014 Ebola pandemic, they should con-
sider taking their concern across the Rio Grande 
and develop a transnational disease management 
plan with developing countries to the south.

marine Corps General John F. kelly, Commander of the 
U.s. southern Command, fears the Us-mexico border 
may be the next frontline of ebola. WIkImeDIa Commons

the open gate:
Preventing the outbreak of Disease along the us-mexico border
— Stuart Richardson
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turning back the clock on mexican oil nationalism:
neoliberalism and mexico’s oil sector
— Brian Henderson

In 1938, as Western oil firms looted the de-
veloping world’s resources, building transnational 
empires on top of the exploitation of the Global 
South, Mexico quashed this neo-colonial process 
by nationalizing its oil industry. Mexico became 
just the third country in the world to assert sov-
ereignty over its natural resources when President 
Lázaro Cárdenas expropriated foreign influence 
and founded Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex). Now, 
with nearly 80 percent of the world’s oil resources 
extracted by nationally operated companies, Pres-
ident Enrique Peña Nieto has almost completely 
overturned this historical process by ending Pe-
mex’s monopoly on Mexican energy resources. 
In late 2013, Peña Nieto’s administration pushed 
through constitutional amendments and legisla-
tion that opened the door for foreign investment 
and ventures. The government claims that Pe-
mex’s falling production and capital losses neces-
sitated competitive market practices. While it is 
undeniable that Pemex is ailing, blame for the oil 
giant’s failure rests squarely on the government’s 
shoulders. Instead of promoting Mexican inter-
ests, the recent reforms open Mexico’s energy sec-
tor to companies that will act only in their own 
self-interest with deleterious social consequences 
for Mexican citizens. 

 By opening its oil fields to private com-
panies, Mexico opened itself to foreign exploita-
tion. The recently implemented reforms provide 
no significant protections and allow competitors 
to purchase the rights to oil reserves outright. The 
suggestion that Mexico’s experience will be differ-
ent from other countries’ ignores the vast body 
of colonial experiences and subsequent experi-
ence with neo-liberal interventions that have left 
the Global South underprivileged. Such policies, 
particularly those that open markets to Western 
companies, “have consistently resulted in very 
low economic growth.” The growth experienced 
under private oil companies’ watch is overwhelm-
ingly in the bottom line of foreign firms and 
does not benefit domestic populations. Accord-
ing to Laura Carlsen, a program director of the 
Americas Program at the Center for International 
Policy, Latin and South American countries have 
been moving towards greater state control pre-
cisely because during their own experiments with 
privatization “transnational oil companies looted 
and polluted the countries where they were drill-
ing.” Bolivia, for example, had its intake of oil 

profits increase from $172 million in 
2002 to $1.57 billion in 2007 once it 
nationalized its industry. There is no 
reason to believe that foreign oil firms 
will change the way that they have 
operated across the globe for decades. 
Peter Watt, an academic teaching Lat-
in American studies at the University 
of Sheffield, opines that “once pri-
vate foreign oil giants begin shipping 
crude to their own refineries even the 
simulation of accountability is likely 
to disappear” as any opportunity for 
oversight disappears. Once oil compa-
nies get crude out of the country, Mexico is at the 
mercy of these companies for accurate data about 
revenues. Empirically, private firms have used this 
opportunity to hide revenues from host govern-
ments, thereby creating a massively inequitable 
distribution of profits. When private companies 
take their bottom line, the Mexican people are 
the ones who will lose, as the social spending that 
they enjoy is dependent on Pemex’s revenue. 

Pemex’s revenues are critical to Mexico and its 
people as it supplies nearly a third of total gov-
ernment revenue and funds roughly 60 percent 
of its social welfare and public goods spending. 
Without sufficient oil revenues Mexico’s pub-
lic goods, infrastructure, and governance would 
crumble, exacerbating an already precarious do-
mestic situation. Pemex’s current problems have 
been causing Mexican lawmakers to question 
whether or not the oil company can continue to 
support the heavy burden it carries for Mexico, 
however the revenue losses and production issues 
experienced by the company are not a result of a 
dearth of private competition. Instead, they are 
the product of the government’s own mismanage-
ment. Mexico takes 55 percent of the company’s 
revenues, leaving it with 60 billion dollars of debt 
and insufficient funds to reinvest in new projects 
and efficient technologies. The vast majority of 
managers at Pemex are political appointees with 
little or no business experience that have made 
numerous blunders with company funds. The 
vast connections that the upper management has 
to the government have led to large amounts of 
internal corruption, further hampering Pemex’s 
effectiveness. As recently as 2008, Peña Nieto’s 
own Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) used 
company funds to finance their presidential cam-

paign efforts.
Pemex’s problems have clear roots in govern-

ment mismanagement, but an honest review of 
its practices could go a long way towards resolv-
ing the company’s current issues. There is little 
doubt that private companies can produce oil in 
greater amounts and in a more profitable manner 
than Pemex, but Mexico’s duty is to its citizens, 
not to the bottom line of foreign oil giants. Peña 
Nieto and the PRI, however, have opted to take 
actions that will haunt Mexico’s social welfare for 
the decades to come.

 Mexico’s current situation with Pemex 
needs to be resolved, but the current administra-
tion’s answer to the problem sells out the citizens 
that it is supposed to represent. Peña Nieto made 
no attempt to resolve Pemex’s major issues inter-
nally before taking the drastic jump to privatiza-
tion. An attempted reform of Pemex must first 
be pursued, as there are no structural problems 
with national oil production that force it to fail. 
Corruption and lack of skilled personnel lie at the 
heart of Pemex’s issues, while other countries’ that 
have properly managed their national industries 
have experienced great success. Mexico is com-
pletely dependent on oil revenue for its budget-
ary concerns and its citizens depend on a share of 
that revenue to support public goods and their 
own well-being. Mexico must remember that 
its oil reserves are non-renewable and that only 
it can steward them in a manner that preserves 
them long enough to develop alternative sources 
of income. Private companies have no such in-
centive and will pump Mexico’s oil fields dry and 
abandon them while Mexico and its citizens are 
left looking for answers.

WIkImeDIa Commons
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Colombia’s Álvaro Uribe is perhaps the most 
polarizing figure in Colombian politics. The right-
wing ex-President (2002-2010) turned Senator 
has been credited with restoring the Colombian 
government’s control over the country, improv-
ing the economy, and changing Colombia’s im-
age abroad. A much darker side of Uribe exists, 
however. Over 4,000 members of the Colombian 
military find themselves under investigation for 
“false positives,” a scandal in which certain sec-
tors of the military on Uribe’s watch would dress 
up civilians and present them as guerrillas killed 
in combat to boost kill counts and receive mon-
etary bonuses. Questions about Uribe’s life prior 
to becoming President also abound, while ram-
pant corruption in his administration has also tar-
nished the ex-President’s reputation. Debates over 
his past – beginning just weeks into his first term 
as a Senator – signal his diminishing base of sup-
port and are likely steps toward his incarceration. 
Uribe’s hypothetical imprisonment, however, is 
unlikely to provide any closure to Colombia’s 50-
year armed conflict with paramilitaries and other 
violent, non-state actors and would likely further 
divide a polarized Colombian populace.

The complexity of the Colombian armed con-
flict, which has periodically ravaged the country 
since the early 1960s, has gone through several 
iterations. Today, Colombia’s armed conflict in-
volves primarily FARC (Fuerzas Armadas Revo-
lucionarias de Colombia – Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia), paramilitary groups, and the 
state. FARC, Marxist rebels heavily enmeshed in 
the drug trade and responsible for thousands of 
kidnappings, bombings and assassinations across 
the country, has been a major instigator of vio-
lence since the beginning of the armed conflict. 
Paramilitary groups, although officially demo-
bilized in 2006, are still responsible for many 
massacres, kidnappings and disappearances of 
left-leaning Colombian citizens. Connections of 
politicians and members of the military to para-
military groups has led to the imprisonment of 
many and several high-profile trials.

Aside from the “false positives” scandal, Uribe’s 
cabinet and many people close to him have been 
involved in several other disturbing controversies. 
Uribe’s Minister of Agriculture, Andrés Felipe 
Arias, was recently sentenced to 17 years in prison 
for a scandal involving the embezzlement of $25 
million directed towards agricultural subsidies 
for small-scale farmers. In a separate incident, a 

member of the Colombian lower house admitted 
to having received a monetary reward for having 
voted in favor of a motion that allowed Uribe to 
be reelected in 2006. A common theme that un-
derlies these scandals is the difficulty of pegging 
them directly to Uribe, hence the incredulity of 
many Colombians towards these incidents.

Uribe’s main opponent in Congress, Iván 
Cepeda, initiated the first formal debates over 
these accusations in September. The two oppo-
nents have opposite histories bound by violence in 
Colombia. Cepeda’s father, a member of a Marxist 
political party largely composed of demobilized 
members of FARC and whose members were 
killed by certain sectors of the state and paramili-
taries, was killed in 1994. Álvaro Uribe’s father 
was killed by FARC in a botched kidnapping at-
tempt in 1983. Uribe accuses Cepeda of support-
ing FARC, while Cepeda accuses Uribe of collu-
sion with paramilitary groups. During one debate, 
Cepeda spoke for an hour and a half on Uribe’s 
alleged ties to the now-defunct Medellín Cartel 
and paramilitary groups before he was elected to 
the presidency. In exchange, Uribe and his fellow 
partisans offered a one-hour reply after Cepeda’s 
speech had ended. In total the debate lasted nine 
hours and was filled with personal attacks and ac-
cusations, along with interventions from Senators, 
many of whom were children of those assassinated 
on all fronts of the fifty-year conflict.

With the evidence and accusations so plen-
tiful against Uribe, questions arise as to how he 
has been able to avoid prison. First, Uribe is con-
sidered a hero among many Colombians for rid-
ding large parts of the country of FARC guerillas. 
Second, although Colombia still has high levels 
of violence (including kidnappings, murder, and 

extortion,) the country has seen a marked decrease 
in that statistic since 2002 when Uribe took office. 
Third, economic indicators have improved as Co-
lombia has burst onto the international economic 
scene, endearing him to many across Colombia 
and the world.

Uribe enjoyed approval ratings up to ninety 
percent during the height of his popularity in July 
2008 following the Colombian military’s rescue of 
15 high-profile hostages held by FARC. His popu-
larity has been dropping since, as scandals develop 
and more people begin to believe the accusations 
that have been leveled against Uribe. Colombia’s 
ongoing peace process with FARC could be in 
jeopardy should Uribe, now with an approval 
rating hovering around fifty percent, be impris-
oned. The talks would likely lose any legitimacy 
with a large portion of the population, especially 
if FARC leaders receive lessened sentences as part 
of a deal with the government. Uribe is currently 
a vocal opponent to the talks and to the adminis-
tration of President Juan Manuel Santos, formerly 
Uribe’s defense minister. Santos, who ran for Pres-
ident in 2010 promising to continue Uribe’s poli-
cies, eventually reneged on these vows, making a 
political enemy out of his former mentor. 

As Colombia splits over several issues concern-
ing the conflict and a possible peace deal with 
FARC, Uribe’s imprisonment would only serve to 
further divide Colombia and make reconciliation 
even more difficult. Parallels could be drawn with 
Uribe’s Peruvian counterpart Alberto Fujimori, 
who received similar accusations of ties to death 
squads and corruption following his successful 
crusade against the Shining Path and MRTA, two 
guerrilla groups not unlike FARC. Fujimori cur-
rently finds himself in prison for his association to 
a scandal involving his closest advisor Vladimiro 
Montesinos and for bribery. Fujimori, a polar-
izing figure like Uribe, also enjoyed high levels 
of popularity before revelations of corruption in 
his administration and his consequent sentenc-
ing tarnished his reputation. Peruvian society 
remains largely divided over his legacy, and his 
time in office still provokes strong responses from 
both his supporters and opponents. Regardless of 
Uribe’s fate, any judicial action taken against the 
controversial figure will be a polarizing decision 
as various Colombian interests compete for a role 
in either saving or condemning the contentious 
ex-President.

uribe’s legacy in colombia
— Daniel Medendorp

Former Colombian President Álvaro Uribe. 
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Venezuela has been hit particularly hard by the 
recent tumble in global oil prices, which has left 
many in OPEC scrambling to minimize losses. 
Venezuela’s reliance on oil is heavier than ever, 
with oil revenues funding various populist social 
programs. However, the country also uses its oil 
to pay debts. Difficulties selling oil in a glutted 
global market have led some forecasters to be-
lieve a Venezuelan default on its sovereign debt 
is probable. Avoiding a default on sovereign debt 
would require tough economic tradeoffs, which 
the already unpopular president Nicolás Maduro 
has signaled he is unwilling to make. A default 
would send dangerous political ripples through an 
administration governing a deeply divided popu-
lace. Even now, severe shortages of basic goods 
strain day-to-day life for average Venezuelans—a 
problem exacerbated by current low oil prices, but 
also spurred by the government’s longstanding 
unwillingness to commit to meaningful economic 
and political reform. The fluctuating oil prices 
show that, for domestic stability, it is increasingly 
important for Nicolas Maduro to listen to the 
demands of his people. To make him listen, the 
opposition must be unified. 

Venezuela receives 96 percent of its export rev-
enue from oil. That dependence makes for high 
economic sensitivity to oil prices. Sluggish de-
mand, coupled with growing United States shale-
oil production, has caused price drops, exerting 
tremendous pressure on an already strained Ven-
ezuelan economy. The drop in barrel price from 
$110 to $83 prompted Venezuelan foreign min-
ister Rafael Ramirez to call an emergency OPEC 
session to request prices of over $100. Even if the 
divided organization were to agree on a price in-
crease, it is estimated that for Venezuela to con-
tinue funding its social programs, the price per 
barrel would need to be $120; for Venezuela to 
continue servicing its debts, this price would have 
to be even higher. Maduro, however, stated, “The 
price of oil will hit its floor and it will rise again. 
Venezuela will continue with its social plans.” 
These are confident words, considering US shale-
oil production is steady, and hydraulic fracturing 
firms often face lower break-even costs than their 
OPEC counterparts.

Civil strife tore through Venezuela in February 
over anger with high crime and unchecked street 
violence. Protesters were catalyzed by frustration 

over safety, but persisted, owing to bubbling an-
ger directed toward Maduro’s government. Basic 
goods like toilet paper and toothpaste were, and 
still remain, unavailable. Inflation is rampant. 
Power is concentrated in the executive, and when 
opposition leaders are not being jailed, opposi-
tion media outlets are being silenced by takeovers. 
Nonetheless, protests were also marked by un-
even participation. The middle class participated 
actively, but the poorer slum-dwellers were not 
stirred by the same anti-government passion. For 
them, life is still good thanks to Maduro’s prede-
cessor, Hugo Chavez, as well as the state coffers, 
abounding with oil revenue, conveniently at his 
disposal.

But the inevitable economic hardship ahead 
can only lead to more disillusionment with 
chavismo, Chavez’s brand of populism, which 
Maduro has struggled to continue without the 
leadership and vision of his predecessor. If work-
ing class families do not have a reason to continue 
subscribing to chavismo, they will strengthen the 
opposition’s hand by widening its base of support.

A social divide weakens the opposition. To be 
successful, the opposition must organize itself, 
coordinating an agenda and controlling the more 
radicalized factions that fomented some of the vi-
olence during February’s protests. Though much 
of the protesting was peaceful, violence stem-
ming from rash government reactions to unruly 

protesters ultimately undermined the opposition’s 
message, and precluded wider popular participa-
tion—particularly among poorer Venezuelans. 
Also, opposition leader Leopoldo Lopez, impris-
oned during the February protests, still remains 
jailed, yet, his party, Popular Will, should be able 
to continue his vision; it has used ire over alleged 
political motivations behind the arrest to fuel 
demonstrations.

With oil prices likely to remain low for the 
time being, Venezuela will feel the pressure. The 
government will have to show incredible resolve 
to get its accounts in order, even if it avoids de-
fault. As social programs fight to remain solvent 
and poor communities begin to feel the brunt of 
years of economic mismanagement, the poor will 
be more likely to join the opposition, giving it a 
broader base of support. They have an opportu-
nity to remind Maduro of his responsibility to 
build a strong future for all Venezuelans, because 
a unified opposition will be difficult to ignore. It 
will exert positive pressures on governance, help-
ing build institutions like free press and promot-
ing the economic accountability that will be the 
groundwork for sustainable growth—and give the 
government legitimacy in the eyes of the world, 
and more importantly, in the eyes of its own peo-
ple.

oil slick:
How Petroleum is changing Venezuela’s Political environment
— Shivum Bharill

Venezuela’s current economic woes could unify the country’s opposition and dissolve President nicolás 
maduro’s popularity, which is currently hovering around 30 percent. WIkImeDIa Commons
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In late September of 2014, Brazil dealt a blow 
to the United Nations’ Climate Change summit 
by refusing to sign their anti-deforestation pledge. 
The pledge took an aggressive stance on deforesta-
tion, setting a deadline for ending deforestation 
entirely by 2030. The signatories also promised to 
restore more than one million square miles of for-
est worldwide, with Norway pledging $350 mil-
lion to protect Peruvian forests and another $100 
million for Liberian forests.

 Brazil’s refusal to sign stems from their 
claims that, firstly, they were not consulted on the 
pact and, secondly, that the new resolution would 
clash with their own national laws that allow for 
managed felling. Currently, as the world leader in 
reducing environmental degradation, Brazil has 
decreased deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon 
by 70 percent over the past ten years, and has set 
goals of continually slowing the pace of defores-
tation to 1,500 square miles annually by 2020. 
Concurrently, the country is the world’s fourth 
largest industrial roundwood and wood pulp pro-
ducer, and the ninth largest paper producer. Their 
forest sector contributed almost six percent to the 
national gross domestic product in 2013, and they 
rely heavily on legal logging and deforestation for 
economic development. While the United Na-
tions’ pledge is honorable, it is simply not realistic 
for nations like Brazil, whose logging industry is a 
pillar of their economic development. The issue of 
deforestation in cases such as Brazil’s is a nuanced 
and dynamic one, reliant on striking a balance be-
tween development and deforestation. 

 Proponents of development argue that 
the tangible benefits of deforestation outweigh the 
potential future benefits of standing forests. They 
also point out the hypocrisy of governments with 
long histories of benefiting from environmental 
destruction now calling on developing economies 
to restrict development and accommodate their 
environmental concerns. Conservationists, on the 
other hand, contend that most countries have a 
very incomplete understanding of tropical forests’ 
global impact and that deforestation may cause 
global catastrophic damage on economic, social, 
political, as well as environmental levels.

 The ‘developmentalist’ argument is cer-
tainly effective in critiquing developed countries’ 
actions regarding global climate change. The fact 
that these governments choose to focus strictly on 

regulating deforestation in developing 
countries rather than promoting refor-
estation or drastically reducing green-
house gas emissions in their own coun-
tries is blatantly hypocritical. However, 
the developmentalists’ argument fails 
to recognize that deforestation in many 
developing countries, in conjunction 
with the extreme pollution from devel-
oped countries, has already had adverse 
effects on the economy as well as the 
general well-being of the global popu-
lation. Heat waves, storms, and floods 
spurred by climate change have killed and harmed 
many and will continue to do so. The World 
Health Organization estimates that even by 2000, 
the annual death toll from climate change had al-
ready reached more than 150,000. 

 Brazil seems to have countered their 
history of successive developmentalist govern-
ments, taking a more conservationist stance since 
the nineties and finding a balance between com-
mitment to their own economic growth and to 
the global good of reducing deforestation. With 
help from Norway, which committed $1 billion to 
compensating Brazil for its emissions reductions, 
Brazil has already achieved a reduction in pollu-
tion comparable to the reductions that the United 
States and the European Union have pledged to 
achieve by 2020. 

 As developmentalists and conserva-
tionists work to find their balance, illegal logging 
operations continue to plague Brazil’s economy 
and prey on its forests. The country has already 
fought to eradicate illegal logging by seizing illicit 
timber, closing unlawful sawmills, and jailing the 
perpetrators. In furthering their success in com-
batting illegal logging, Brazil would benefit from 
increasing coordination among law enforcement 
in the forest sector and changing tax codes such 
that legal logging operations are not at a disadvan-
tage in domestic and international markets.  
Currently, the Brazilian Institute of the Environ-
ment and Renewable Natural Resources, the Bra-
zilian Forest Service, other state environmental 
agencies, and the Office of the Federal Prosecutor 
regulate the forest sector. Communication and co-
ordination between them is not always optimal, 
and therefore they cannot effectively track timber 
as it is transported from state to state. This allows 

“ghost businesses” to falsify forest management 
plans, which should be preapproved by the gov-
ernment, thus allowing them to log more than is 
legally allowed. 

 Logging businesses that play by the 
rules are at a disadvantage under the current sys-
tem, for they must comply with a multitude of 
rules that vary according to the forest size, type, 
and the form of their operation. Getting approval 
on a forest management plan can sometimes ex-
ceed a year, and this lack of efficiency constricts 
business development. Higher taxes on large busi-
nesses discourage operators from merging or for-
malizing business operations and also force legal 
operations to increase the price of their timber by 
up to 40 percent to compensate for the losses in-
curred from taxes. Modifications to the tax code 
regarding the logging industry should be made 
that favor legal businesses and allow them to com-
pete with illegal loggers in the domestic and inter-
national markets.

 Brazil is not the only player in this 
arena, however. In addition to Brazil’s increased 
efforts, work must be done to reduce deforesta-
tion and other environmental risk factors in coun-
tries like the United States and China, two lead-
ing contributors of global pollution. Were it not 
for such large-scale pollution on behalf of devel-
oped countries, places like the Amazon rainforest 
would not be as essential in absorbing greenhouse 
gas emissions in the first place. Climate change is 
a global dilemma, and thus a global effort must be 
made to counter it.

brazil’s balancing act:
Development versus Deforestation in the amazon
— Elisabeth Brennan

over the past decade Brazil has reduced deforesta-
tion in the amazon by 70 percent. WIkImeDIa Commons
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On April 7th, 2014, Philippe Couillard’s Que-
bec Liberal Party (PLQ) defeated the incumbent 
Premier Pauline Marois’s Parti Québécois (PQ) in 
Quebec’s election for the Provincial Legislature.  
Couillard, as the new Premier of Quebec, now has 

an opportunity to promote the cause of federal-
ism in Quebec.  However, his center-right stance 
on economic matters has jeopardized the support 
for his party.  The most notable examples are his 
austerity measures which will reduce government 
expenditures.  While these austerity policies are 
expected to balance Quebec’s budget within two 
years, they will also contract the economy.  As a 
result, Couillard’s budgetary policies have poten-
tially damaged the rebuilding federalist move-
ment in Quebec.  Therefore, if Couillard must 
implement austerity measures, he should do so 
cautiously in order to avoid alienating the people 
of Quebec and restoring sovereignist sentiment 
within the province. 

The cause of the PQ’s decline has been widely 
accepted to be the nomination of media magnate 
Pierre Karl Péladeau as a star candidate for one of 
Quebec’s electoral districts.  While the PQ is tradi-
tionally left-of-center on economics, Péladeau is a 
conservative with a history of anti-union practices 
during his tenure as president and CEO of Que-
becor Inc., a Montreal-based communications 
company.  His straying from the PQ’s traditional 
economic policies and his emphasis on having an-
other independence referendum alienated a signif-
icant number of PQ supporters.  This is because 
the PQ’s swing voters are economically populist 
and—while nationalist and sovereignist—are not 
ready to have another referendum on separation.  

The PQ’s weakness could be the PLQ’s strength, 
especially as Péladeau is going to run for leader-
ship of the PQ and is favored to win given his 
connections, charisma, name recognition, and re-
sources.  His victory would promote the PQ’s fur-

ther shift to the right on economics, a move which 
would fail to differentiate it with the other major 
center-right nationalist (though not separatist) 
party in Quebec—the Coalition Avenir Québec 
(CAQ). This could squeeze the PQ electorally and 
lead to yet another loss in the next election.

However, this would also lead to a furthered 
grouping of Quebec’s political parties to the right, 
while Quebec is generally economically populist.  
This means that the PLQ will have to compete 
three ways for the votes of Quebec’s economically 
conservative electorate—an electorate which is 
not particularly large in the first place.  The PLQ 
is further disadvantaged because its non-econom-
ic issues are not particularly popular outside of 
Montreal or the areas outside of Ottawa (which 
is situated on the Ontario side of the Quebec-
Ontario border).  Prior to the election, the Marois 
government was the subject of controversy for its 
support of legislation which would have estab-
lished a Charter of Values.  This Charter would 
have forced an extreme standard of secularism 
on all government employees—including health-
care and childcare workers.  Under this Charter, 
government employees would not be allowed to 
wear religious symbols such as yarmulkes, hijabs 
or crucifixes.  While controversial, this legisla-
tion was popular throughout Quebec—popular 
enough to boost the PQ’s standing in the polls.  
The PLQ, as the lone major party representing the 

interests of non-francophones (francophones be-
ing those who acquired French as their primary 
language) within Quebec, was generally opposed 
to the Charter and eventually scrapped it upon 
their election.  Discarding the Charter itself is not 

particularly popular, as most francophones within 
Quebec subscribe to the French cultural view of 
secularism.  In addition, Couillard has stated that 
he would like Quebec to ratify and recognize the 
1982 changes to the Canadian Constitution by 
the next election, a move which is also unpopular 
as critics argue that the Constitution Act of 1982 
failed to respect the cultural differences between 
Quebec and the rest of Canada.  For example, the 
Constitution requires the provinces to allow busi-
nesses to operate in English or French (or both), 
while Quebec’s language laws require that all busi-
nesses operate in French (or both).  Francophones 
within Quebec are highly protective of these laws 
because of discrimination they faced from Que-
bec’s anglophone (English as primary language) 
business community prior to the 1960s.  How-
ever, such laws are criticized by anglophones and 
the rest of Canada for being just as discriminatory 
if not more so.

If the PLQ does not represent the people of 
Quebec on either economic or cultural matters, 
the Couillard Government has a long road ahead 
of them in terms of retaining their support outside 
of the anglophone and allophone (language other 
than French and English as primary language) 
pockets of Montreal.  Therefore, significant bud-
get cuts risk strengthening the CAQ and PQ.  
Holding back on the austerity does not even stray 
from the PLQ’s principles; they have traditionally 

austerity in Quebec:
can Premier couillard Have His austerity and eat His
federalism too?
— Simon Margolis

it is imperative for the PlQ to prioritize cultural issues 
over economic issues as they serve as the last line of 
defense against the Quebec sovereignty movement 
and discriminatory legislation such as the charter of 
Values”
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accepted that the government has an economic 
role in society.  In addition, most of the anglo-
phone and allophone voters vote for the PLQ 
primarily because of cultural issues instead of eco-
nomic issues, the only voters who can really be 
swayed by economic policies are the francophone 
voters who are not significantly disadvantaged by 
the PQ and CAQ’s cultural policies.

It is imperative for the PLQ to prioritize cul-
tural issues over economic issues as they serve as 
the last line of defense against the Quebec sov-
ereignty movement and discriminatory legislation 
such as the Charter of Values.  With the constant 
threat of another referendum and legislation dis-
criminating against Quebec’s religious and lin-
guistic minorities, the PLQ must make sure that 
they are able to put forward their goals on those 
matters.  This requires pragmatism on auster-
ity. Couillard’s proposed austerity measures will 
be harsh and have already drawn the ire of the 
unions—a powerful force in Quebecois society.  
Even Pierre Karl Péladeau has come out against 
the austerity measures, arguing that they are the 
sort of measures you would see in Greece—a 
country in a much worse budgetary position than 
the province of Quebec.  This is an oversimplifica-
tion, Couillard’s austerity measures are nowhere 
near the size of the measures in Greece: colleges 
and universities are still open, existing subsidies—
while smaller—still exist, and Quebec’s famous 
affordable daycare program is still being offered 
by the Province.

However, Greece still carries lessons for Que-
bec; if the austerity measures forced on Greece 
led to a sudden growth in communist and neo-
Nazi sentiment, then Couillard’s austerity mea-
sures—while relatively small—could easily shift 
the momentum back to the Quebec sovereignty 
movement.  Similar shifts occurred in 2012 when 
the previous PLQ Premier hiked tuition fees for 
budgetary reasons.  Those tuition hikes brought 
six months of student strikes and helped the PQ 
win the election later that year.  This is not to say 
that Couillard would be able to please everyone-
-Quebec is facing a large budget deficit and little 
economic growth. Some budget cuts are therefore 
necessary.  However, if promoting federalism and 
protecting Quebec’s cultural minorities from un-
fair treatment are the PLQ’s top priorities—and 

they should be—a pragmatic approach focus-
ing on more long-term budgetary goals must be 
implemented.  The stakes are simply too high for 
Couillard to gamble with the patience of Quebec.



Iguanas are not typically thought of as a source 
of protein, but for many people in Honduras and 
neighboring Central American countries, this is 
exactly what has become the norm. The reason for 
this is an ongoing drought that experts are say-
ing, “could require levels of humanitarian aid not 
seen since the aftermath of hurricane Mitch 16 
years ago,” which killed over 11,000 people and 
left hundreds of thousands homeless. This current 
drought is endangering over half a million Hon-
durans, causing many families in the rural areas of 
the country to sell their belongings and livestock 
in order to get supplies for survival. The Famine 
Early Warning Systems Network is calling for 
“atypically high levels of humanitarian assistance” 
in order to provide food for Hondurans. Though 
this may temporarily alleviate the issue of food 
shortages, increasingly “dry seasons” will make 
this type of drought a seasonal occurrence rather 
than an atypical disaster. In order for Hondurans 
to mitigate the effects of these droughts, the Hon-
duran government should implement programs 
for educating farmers on irrigation techniques and 
agricultural management.

Since 1980, Honduras has had seven nation-
wide droughts. In the past 13 years alone, nearly 
665,000 of the country’s 8.5 million people have 
been affected by drought. Food prices have risen, 
and work has been scarce, largely due to the coun-
try’s economic dependence on agriculture. These 
factors hit the population simultaneously, causing 
panic and instability. By installing irrigation sys-
tems in the agricultural sectors of Honduras, the 
government could ensure that farmers would have 
the means to produce, even in the occurrence of 
a drought. 

A fellow Central American country, Guatema-
la, has already taken measures to install irrigation 
systems in rural farming regions. SCAMPIS (Scal-
ing Up Micro-Irrigation Systems) is working to 
“improve the management of and increase water 
availability for intensified cropping activities with 
adapted Micro-Irrigation Systems (MIS)” and to 
“improve agricultural productivity with MIS and 
liquid organic fertilizers.” By delivering the need-
ed resources – water pumps, storage devices, hoses 
– to create micro-irrigation systems, SCAMPIS 
and the Guatemalan government have aided rural 

farmers in growing vegetables throughout most of 
the year, regardless of rain amount. In just three 
years, annual productivity per plot of tomatoes 
grown in rural Guatemala has increased by 45 
percent, while income per family has increased by 
55 percent.

While such upturns in farming productivity 
and income would undoubtedly help failing farm-
ers and rural populations in Honduras, there still 
remains a major obstacle in securing the needed 
food supply for Hondurans: their very own gov-
ernment. This coming June will mark six years 
since the military coup that overthrew the dem-
ocratically-elected Honduran President Manuel 
Zelaya, and installed the current regime. Since 
its takeover, the government has dramatically cut 
spending on public safety and education, while 
giving tax breaks to the top ten percent wealthi-
est Hondurans. Instead of increasing the wealth 
inequality – which is currently the highest in all of 
Latin America – the Honduran government needs 
to increase public spending in order to educate the 
farming population on Micro-Irrigation Systems, 
similar to the Guatemalan government’s strategy. 

Outside of Honduras, many are calling for 
monetary assistance in order to save part of the 
population affected by the drought. Mark Fier-
stein, Associate Administrator at the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID), an-
nounced the donation of $10 million to help the 
Central American countries currently suffering 
from drought. He explained, “We must ensure 
that Central Americans affected by the devastat-
ing drought and coffee rust crisis have enough to 
eat, the ability to support their families, and job 
opportunities”. Fierstein went on to say that the 
$10 million “will help prevent families from slid-
ing back into poverty.” As in the past, the financial 

aid will be used to purchase food and water to be 
sent to these afflicted countries. In reality, how-
ever, these funds will only temporarily offset the 
effects of the drought. In a few months, the rural 
farmers will return to producing, and then the re-
curring lack of rain will throw those families back 
into panic and danger of starvation.

Instead of waiting to deliver emergency assis-
tance during spells of decreased rainfall, USAID 
should either work to convince the Honduran 
government to educate farmers on micro-irriga-
tion systems or directly subsidize the resources 
needed by rural growers. Increased management 
in the Honduran agricultural sector would in-
crease incomes in the region, while at the same 
time allowing for a stabilized food supply. By do-
ing so, government revenue from exporting crops 
would also increase, which gives Honduran elites 
an even greater incentive to implement the educa-
tion and support that the farmers so desperately 
need. With the Honduran government becoming 
increasingly alienated from the country’s popula-
tion, this support to its farmers could not only 
stabilize the struggling poor, but also improve re-
lations with its constituents.
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assistance Drying up: 
How Honduras can solve its Drought Problem
— Connor VanDenBosch

this current drought is 
endangering over half a 
million Hondurans”
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In December 2013, the National Institute of 
Statistics and Census of Argentina, INDEC, misrep-
resented inflation reports, setting the tone for Argen-
tina’s 2014 financial troubles. As a result of these mis-
representations, INDEC introduced a new consumer 
price index (CPINu) to provide a more accurate de-
piction of the Argentine Peso’s inflation rate; how-
ever August’s reported figure, 1.3 percent, remains 
less than half of the 2.7 percent reported by the IPC-
Congreso, an alternative inflation gauge created by 
opposition members of Congress. A CPI measures 
the change in market price of consumer goods, thus 
statistics agencies use it as an inflation measure. Al-
ready, consultancies have forecasted a large spike in 
Argentina’s 2014 inflation rate compared to 10.9 
percent in 2013. Lately it has become clearer that the 
Argentine government has little interest in improv-
ing the credibility, clarity, or transparency of these 
figures. INDEC has ceased reporting poverty statis-
tics, which some argue is clearly a political move by 
President Christina Fernández de Kirchner, as a spike 
in poverty during her last year in office is certainly 
not the legacy she wants to leave behind. As a result 
of this shift in her political agenda, Argentine trans-
parency has depleted. The Fernández administration 
has chosen a path of corruption, authoritarianism, 
and denial rather than democracy, justice, and trans-
parency. In order to combat Argentina’s recent de-
fault, recession and rising inflation, the government 
needs to provide more transparency, discourage cor-
ruption, and promote a collaborative trade environ-
ment, focusing on long-term economic goals.

Now, more than 30 years since the collapse of 
Argentina’s military dictatorship, the country still 
struggles to maintain a stable democracy due to both 
internal and external factors. Through past decades, 
the Argentine government has implemented a spec-
trum of economic policies such as loose regulations 
in the 80s and the globalized neoliberal policies of 
President Ménen in the 1990s. The Argentine econ-
omy has been plagued by repeated recessions, devas-
tating hyperinflation, an economic crisis in 2001 and 
now the possibility of another crisis sparked by the 
recent default. Although Argentina has progressed 
since its past crises, the nation’s rising inflation, wage 
pressures and diminishing transparency dangerously 
mimic its past.

Additionally, Argentina has developed a deep 
mistrust for international intervention, shutting its 

borders to global capital markets. The failure of lib-
eral reforms in the 1990s has tainted the prospect 
of global investments in Argentina. For instance, 
the Argentine government recently renationalized 
the gas giant YPP, previously owned by the Spanish 
company Repsol. President Fernández de Kirchner 
attempted to distance the country from its previous 
neoliberal economic policies and ensure that only Ar-
gentines would develop the rich oil fields of the Vaca 
Muerta region of Patagonia. However, this political 
move had disastrous consequences, resulting in less 
development due to a lack of capital investment and 
an increase in the energy deficit. The international 
community has continually called upon Argentina 
to slow down economic progress; however the Ar-
gentine government has paid heed. Instead, it has 
responded with increased transportation and energy 
subsidies, resulting in heightened government spend-
ing and heightened inflation.

The Argentine government deals with its financial 
troubles by printing more currency, which perpetu-
ates a vicious cycle of devaluation and inflation. In 
recent attempts to mask the disconcerting inflation 
rates, the Argentine government replaced statisticians 
working at INDEC with political appointees. Even 
worse, to avoid fines and government threats, inde-
pendent agencies and economists have avoided pub-
lishing their own estimates. Currency printing is only 
a short-term solution to Argentina’s fiscal troubles, 
and the failure of the government to change national 
economic policies only exacerbates the debt crisis. 
The unwillingness of politicians to combat nepotism 
and corruption has undermined domestic growth.

In addition to Argentina’s obfuscation of the true 
inflation rates, the country defaulted on its debt for 
its eighth time in history on July 30, 2014, the result 
of a New York Court ruling that barred Argentina 
from paying its bondholders unless it paid out $1.3 
billion plus interest to a group of hedge funds that 
refused to take part in Argentina’s bond restructur-
ing programs of 2005 and 2010. The restructuring 
programs allowed the Argentine government the of-
fer investors new discounted bonds, but the hedge 
funds resisted. Argentina ignored these bondholders’ 
wishes for many years, thereby restricting interest 
payments to its discounted bond prices. 

The Fernández administration has taken some 
steps to strengthen the economy, prevent corruption 
and provide more transparency, but these measures 

have not sufficed. As a result of the default, Presi-
dent Fernández has proposed a bill that would al-
low holders of the previously restructured bonds to 
exchange them for new locally governed bonds. The 
plan will most likely fail in execution, as financial 
intermediaries would have to approve this course of 
action as well. Her aims, though, are motivated more 
by her political agenda than by a desire to effectively 
resolve Argentina’s economic woes. By combatting 
the spiraling inflation, recession, and corruption in-
vestigations, President Fernández wants to prove that 
she can maintain control of her administration. In 
other recent attempts to downplay the severity of its 
economic situation, Argentina has settled some of its 
international legal cases with the World Bank, and 
the government has also tried to talk with the Paris 
Club in an attempt to fix its extremely low credit rat-
ing. But these measures have not addressed the root 
of Argentina’s financial woes- its internal economic 
policies. Argentina has seemingly done the bare min-
imum to resolve a complete financial collapse. 

Ultimately, the Fernández administration’s pri-
mary goal is the power of its populist Peronist move-
ment, despite the cost to transparency or long-term 
economic and fiscal prosperity. Argentina finds itself 
in the midst of a financial disaster, characterized by a 
refusal to accept any fault. The 2001 default, caused 
by high inflation, currency overvaluation, borrowing 
from IGOs at high interest rates, and privatizing so-
cial programs proved to be one of the worst financial 
crises in history. In many ways, Argentina’s current 
economic situation differs from the 2001 default, 
yet the implications remain the same. The only way 
President Fernández can lead the nation on a stable 
path is to regain investor confidence, provide more 
transparency and focus on long-tern economic policy 
for Argentina.

foul Play in argentina: 
the loss of transparency in the midst of argentina’s financial
Woes 
— Laura Vicinanza

President christina fernández de 

Kirchner aims are motivated more by 

her political agenda than by a desire 

to effectively resolve argentina’s 

economic woes.”
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When militants affiliated with the Islamic 
State (IS) questioned Haruna Yukawa as to how 
the Japanese national had ended up in war-torn 
Syria, armed and travelling with the Free Syrian 
Army (FSA,) his response was simple yet pro-
found: “I am no soldier.” With his fate still un-
known, the story of how the 42-year-old from To-
kyo ended up a hostage is as tragic as it is strange. 
A failed suicide attempt, the loss of his wife to 
lung cancer, and the failure of his business had left 
him a broken man struggling with depression and 
an identity crisis. As a longtime military enthusi-
ast, he traveled to Syria in hopes of finding some 
sense of purpose by living out childhood dreams 
of life as a soldier. Arriving as a self-styled mer-
cenary with no military background, he was able 
to befriend a group of rebels fighting IS and the 
Assad regime. It could be said his intentions were 
good – he hoped to raise Japanese awareness of the 
conflict, as well as to help his friends in the FSA. 
Yet he was, as he himself admitted, not a soldier, 
and was taken hostage by IS on August 17th. The 
response from Tokyo has been restrained at best, 
with many dismissing Yukawa as the victim of his 
own foolishness. To date, no major effort to secure 
his release has materialized. For all of Japan’s dis-
interest, however, the tragedy of Haruna Yukawa 
is nonetheless representative of his country’s own 
misguided attempts at finding its place in the 
world on the battlefield – pursuing a dangerous 
course of remilitarization without a coherent and 
purposeful foreign policy. 

While some Japanese scorn Yukawa for seek-
ing meaning in childish military fantasies, their 
own country has spent the past ten years playing 
soldier in a strikingly similar way. Among Japa-
nese politicians, academics, and civilians alike, 
the question of whether or not Japan can be con-
sidered a “normal country” – meaning one fully 
in control of its own foreign policy – has long 
been fiercely debated. Many in Japan have felt 
for years that their country is “abnormal,” bound 
by Article Nine of the Japanese Constitution, 
which renounces war and use of force as a means 
of settling disputes. Once a source of national 
pride, the pacifist clause began to highlight the 
country’s inability to assist its allies in the 1991 
Gulf War against Saddam Hussein, to which the 
country was a key financial contributor. Yet Japan 
was unable to contribute troops, and was conse-
quently and embarrassingly the only allied nation 

to be left out of the Kuwaiti statement 
of thanks. In 2004 Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi sought to prove Japan 
could be a reliable ally by deploying a 
small Self-Defense Force contingent to 
Iraq in support of the American inva-
sion. The troops were nearly unarmed, 
and had to be defended by Dutch and 
Australian soldiers. Last year’s attempt 
at sending peacekeepers to South Sudan 
was met with a similar result, this time 
with the Japanese under Rwandan pro-
tection. Such incidents have deepened 
the impression that Article Nine prevents Japan 
from becoming “normal,” able to assist its allies 
and actively participate in the international com-
munity like a “normal country” should. 

Now, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe seems de-
termined to embark on another soul-searching 
misadventure in hopes of restoring “normalcy” to 
Japanese foreign policy. The Abe administration 
recently announced that the Constitution’s paci-
fist stipulations were being formally reinterpreted 
to allow for collective self-defense, meaning Japan 
could assist its allies in the event of an attack, and 
possibly even meaningfully contribute to U.N. 
Peacekeeping forces, of which Tokyo is already 
the second-largest financier. Complementing his 
new mandate, he also recently unveiled the coun-
try’s largest-ever defense budget and relaxed the 
longstanding ban on arms exports. Yet what Japan 
lacks is not the capacity to assist in combat mis-
sions, but a clear and directed foreign policy.

This dilemma is nothing new – Japanese for-
eign policy analysts have lamented for years that 
their country has no cogent “grand strategy.” In-
deed, as Prime Minister Abe pushes the nation 
closer and closer to remilitarization, it remains 
unclear what exactly, if anything, Japan would be 
willing to fight for. The Yukawa situation dem-
onstrates this, as well – despite the best efforts of 
the would-be adventurer, not even his capture has 
succeeded in rousing any substantive Japanese in-
terest in the Syrian Civil War or the war against 
IS. Such political apathy stands in stark contrast 
to the outrage spurred by the kidnappings of other 
foreign nationals by the militants, and flies in the 
face of Shinzo Abe’s vision of a Japan that is ac-
tively engaged in foreign affairs. Official objectives 
range from superficial desires to appear useful to 
American and European allies to the vague need 

to reinforce Japan’s position in a rapidly chang-
ing region. With no concrete indication of what 
constitutes “Japanese foreign policy,” it seems Abe 
has not learned from Koizumi’s Iraqi mistakes and 
continues to push the Self-Defense Forces into 
the role of a modern military, with no purpose for 
doing so beyond the pursuit of “normalcy.” Each 
new haphazard overseas deployment comes with 
a broader military mandate, increasing the risk 
of pulling Japan into a bloody and meaningless 
quagmire. Military escapades in the name of find-
ing oneself will almost certainly end in disaster, as 
Haruna Yukawa can certainly attest. 

So rather than continue along a path of mili-
tarization for militarization’s own sake, Japan’s 
government should learn from the fate of Haruna 
Yukawa, a man who wandered into a civil war in 
hopes of discovering a purpose in life. If Japan 
wishes to be an active and “normal” player in in-
ternational affairs it should start by formulating 
a directed set of foreign policy goals – something 
that should be a prerequisite to national rearma-
ment, and not a vaguely hoped-for end result. 
Abe’s reinterpretation of Article Nine has pushed 
the definition of self-defense farther than any of 
his predecessors dared, but most worryingly it has 
been done without a meaningful national agenda. 
Playing war for the sake of self-discovery runs the 
risk of drawing Japan into protracted military 
entanglements it neither wants nor can afford. 
Shinzo Abe, like Haruna Yukawa, is no soldier. 
He should not pretend to be one.

Playing War 
— Trevor Grayeb

Japanese maritime self-Defense Force ships.
WIkImeDIa Commons
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A recent series of short documentaries called “I 
Heart Karachi” created by Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, 
Pakistan’s only Oscar winner, shares the stories and 
honors brave individuals from Pakistan’s largest me-
tropolis of Karachi. They include Abid Farooq, part 
of the bomb disposal squad, who says he is openly 
threatened in the Anti-Terrorism Court by criminals 
saying a jail sentence would not prevent them from 
having him killed. Dr. Seemi Jamali, the Head of 
Emergency at one of Pakistan’s largest hospitals, the 
Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Center, says that she 
was unable to sleep for days when she saw the de-
capitated head of a suicide bomber. Firefighter Zar-
far Ahmad complains of the severe shortage of fire-
men— 1700 in a city of 20 million. Crime reporter 
for Abb Tak News, Shahid Anjum, talks about how 
he has survived three bomb blasts. While the stories 
of these individuals are inspiring, they shed light 
upon the tragic state of affairs in Karachi. It is need-
less to say that Karachi is a chaotic and violent city 
that severely lacks an effective bureaucracy, adminis-
tration, and civil institutions. The problem lies in the 
local government. To try and address the plethora 
of crises facing the city, local government elections 
need to be held that will decentralize control of lo-
cal administration from provincial governments and 
increase accountability, which will lead to more ef-
fective governance.   

Karachi is an ever growing city and currently is 
home to over 20 million people. It is an incredibly 
diverse and populous metropolis. Karachi is the fi-
nancial hub of Pakistan. The city generates 65 per-
cent of Pakistan’s total revenue and also contributes 
to 25 percent of the entire GDP. The importance of 
this port city cannot be stressed enough. Karachi is 
the spine of Pakistan and if Karachi continues to suf-
fer as it does, the nation itself will be held back from 
progress. Karachi is known for having a “stubborn 
soul.” The people know how to carry on with life 
when faced with adversity. A few hours after a bomb 
blast or terrorist attack, economic activity resumes. 
However, the resilience of Karachiites can only take 
them so far. They need an effective local government 
that they can vote in and hold accountable to meet 
their needs and build effective and well-funded in-
stitutions. At the moment, the swollen civil institu-
tions are plagued by corruption, incompetence, and 
political nepotism.

In April 2010, the 18th Amendment of the Con-
stitution of Pakistan was passed, which required Pak-
istan’s four provinces (Sindh, Punjab, Khayber Pak-

htoonkhwah, and Balochistan) to “establish a local 
government system and devolve political, financial, 
and administrative responsibility and authority to 
the elected representatives of the local government.” 
Till now, no local government polls have been held 
in the country despite warnings to the provincial 
governments by the Supreme Court. Karachi is in 
the province of Sindh. The Sindh government is 
ruled by the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), which 
gets the majority of its votes from ethnic Sindhis 
from the rural areas of the interior of the province. 
The party hardly wins any seats in the Provincial or 
National Assembly from the constituencies of Kara-
chi. Karachi is a cosmopolitan metropolis where a 
majority of the people identify as the Urdu-speaking 

minority of Pakistan. The people of Karachi have no 
faith in the PPP and the PPP provincial government 
has neglected the city because the party is aware that 
it does not have any support there. Karachi needs a 
political administration that derives its support from 
the city. Although many PPP leaders have their large 
mansions in Karachi, they are out of touch with ur-
ban politics in Sindh and are unable and unwilling 
to deliver effective government. Karachi deserves a 
political class that is invested in the city and that peo-
ple in the city feel is representative of their demands. 

It would be wrong to assume however that local 
government elections in Karachi would easily solve 
all the issues the city is facing. The reality is far more 
complex. The political party that wins most elec-

the test of Karachi: 
Resilience & Disorder, local government & institutions
— Sharik Bashir

satellite view of karachi, Pakistan. Wikimedia Commons
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tions from Karachi, and it can almost be said with 
certainty that it would win local elections, is the 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM). The MQM 
has been vociferously fighting for the cause of local 
government elections and has many times broken 
its coalition with the PPP in the Sindh Provincial 
Assembly over the issue. The MQM is allegedly in-
volved in organized crime. The leader of the party is 
in self-imposed exile in London and is under investi-
gation by the Scotland Yard for murder and money 
laundering. The MQM has ghettoized large areas of 
Karachi and has a young armed militia that the party 
uses to maintain its hold on power in the chaotic 
city. The party is accused of extortion, kidnapping, 
money laundering, target killing against political 
opponents, and land grabbing. Land is extremely 
valuable in the congested city and therefore those 
who want to maintain control of the city use their 
militias and gangs to control land. They then offer 
some basic services to the people of the area due to 
the government vacuum. All political parties support 
or have their own mafias in the city for these reasons.

The MQM is constantly at loggerheads with the 
PPP over the issue of local government elections. 
The MQM accuses the PPP of being out of touch 
with the demands of the people of Karachi and the 
PPP points fingers at the MQM for being involved 
in mafia politics. Despite the rift in Sindh and Paki-
stanis across the country worried about a party like 
the MQM controlling the country’s largest and most 
economically crucial city, even an MQM local gov-
ernment would be a step towards progress. It is un-
deniable that the MQM has mass grassroots support 
in Karachi, and the people of the city would be able 
to hold their representatives accountable for deliver-
ing services in a legal and official manner because the 
local officials would be elected by the people of the 
city. At the moment, the people of Karachi do not 
have any power to decide their own fate, regardless of 
whether the government is MQM or not. 

Also, the previous mayor of Karachi during a 
time when there was an MQM local government, 
Syed Mustafa Kamal, was a very popular figure in 
the city. He completed many development projects 
and was hailed by Karachiites, even those who detest 
the MQM and their mafia politics, for his effort and 
work towards delivering effective services, infrastruc-
ture development, relatively better security, and di-

saster response. The people of Karachi felt that at the 
very least, he was a man of the city. MQM derives its 
power from Karachi and therefore would be much 
more likely than the PPP provincial government to 
allocate the necessary funds to developing the city. 

There has been some progress in organizing local 
government elections. The Sindh Assembly recently 
passed the Sindh Local Government Amendment 
Bill (2014), after pressure from the Supreme Court, 
which gives the Election Commission of Pakistan 
the authority to carry out delimitation of land. This 
is a positive step because a neutral body is put in 
charge of delimitation. Now the legislators have to 
make sure that the election should be free and fair 
and held as soon as possible. In a city with crumbling 
infrastructure, easily bought police, understaffed and 
underfunded emergency institutions, terrible public 
transport, and ghettoization on the outskirts by Tali-
ban who are also looking to profit from Karachi, the 
resilience of the people of the city has been tested to 
the limit. Karachi and its people deserve better. They 
deserve a government for Karachi and its people. To 
borrow a quote from the Bollywood film ‘A Wednes-
day’, “we are resilient by force, not by choice.”
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Since the People’s Republic of China joined the 
United Nations Security Council in 1971, it has ex-
ercised its veto power exactly nine times. It is worth 
noting that four of those veto votes have come after 
2011. For more than forty years, China’s leadership 
has operated under a policy affectionately known 
as “quiet diplomacy”, furthering its own interests 
behind closed doors and abstaining altogether from 
commenting on issues that did not concern it. The 
past three years, however, have yielded a Chinese 
political class quite willing to voice its opinion on 
international matters— a marked departure from 
China’s foreign policy of the past. All of this begs 
the question, what changed in 2011? It would seem 
that the movement pushing to redefine China as a 
“real superpower” (the same movement that tran-
sitioned away from the Communist “old guard” 
and elected General Secretary Xi Jinping in 2012) 
also resulted in a new, more active foreign policy. 
Many elite diplomats in China feel that to be taken 
seriously on a global scale, they must take on an 
increased role in discussions of international affairs, 
assert their ability and willingness to defend China, 
and enter the global arena for talks on substantive 
policy changes. China’s shift away from its own 
brand of diplomacy has often put it at odds with 
Western powers, but its engagement in internation-
al diplomacy is essential for it to grow and rise to be 
the true superpower it wishes to be.

This whole matter began shortly after the start 
of the civil war in Syria, in early 2011. Prior to that, 
China’s activity in the UN was a perfect case study 
in quiet diplomacy. Typically, China has avoided 
commenting on international conflicts, abstain-
ing on any pertinent resolutions in the Security 
Council rather than vetoing them. On matters of 
substance, it was almost taken for granted that it 
would vote with Russia. Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Hong Lei broke this long standing conven-
tion in June, 2011, stating that China was in sup-
port of “relevant parties in Syria properly resolving 
internal differences through dialogue and negotia-
tion”. This was very much out of the ordinary for 
a government that openly prided itself in staying 
out of other countries’ affairs. It was clear that this 
break in the silence marked a new beginning for 
Chinese diplomacy. Since then, China has blocked 
four UN resolutions aimed at the crisis in Syria. 
Chinese activity in the Security Council on this 
matter alone accounts for a staggering 40 percent 

of its entire veto history. While the outcome of 
the Syrian crisis may not directly impact China 
in any way, the strength of its voice in the mat-
ter suggests that China will no longer simply 
fall in line behind Russia on the global stage. 
Strategically, this move has positioned China as 
the great international wild card of the United 
Nations Security Council. China is forcing the 
international community to examine its posi-
tions, bringing upon itself the heightened scru-
tiny reserved only for true superpowers.

One of the targets of China’s new boldness 
lies in the East China Sea. For decades, both China 
and Japan laid claim to a few deserted islands in 
the nearby waters, but neither nation bothered to 
actively pursue the matter. Chinese General Secre-
tary Deng Xiaoping effectively stated the issue had 
been dropped by both parties at a press conference 
in 1978. All was peaceful until September of 2012. 
While it was Japan that acted on the territory first, 
with the government purchasing the islands from 
their Japanese owner, Chinese leadership of the past 
might have been inclined to let it go to protect the 
relationship of the two neighbors. Instead, the cur-
rent administration insisted on escalating the situ-
ation by declaring an aerial defense zone over the 
islands, demanding that aircraft flying through the 
region declare their intentions to Chinese authori-
ties. From a strategic standpoint, the standoff in the 
East China Sea not only brought China back into 
the global spotlight, but also reaffirmed China’s 
dominance in the region as a military power. China 
feels this is vital to its quest to become a true world 
leader.

In November of 2014, China once again sur-
prised the world, announcing a joint commitment 
to lower carbon dioxide emissions with the United 
States. The deal was the first of its kind for the two 
leading producers of greenhouse gasses on Earth. 
It also marked the first time China has negotiated 
a major policy matter on the international scale. 
While China has been party to many large scale 
treaties and charters in the past, this agreement is 
groundbreaking as it pertains to climate change, 
something many would consider an entirely do-
mestic policy. It is very uncharacteristic for China 
to discuss its own policies out in the open, much 
less simultaneously negotiate another nation’s 
policy as well. This increased level of transparency 
signifies China’s desire to rise in the global commu-

nity; the Chinese are making a real effort to govern 
their nation with discipline and transparency, mak-
ing use of efficient and innovative policies and en-
gaging in healthy dialogues about the best course of 
action. This is likely the first step of many to come 
from the Chinese.

By the end of 2014, China will have the world’s 
largest economy, accounting for the purchasing 
power of the Yuan. Chinese officials deeply regret 
that, despite this fact, they are not truly considered 
a global leader. This shift away from their trade-
mark quiet diplomacy is reflective of their desperate 
desire to be considered a diplomatic powerhouse, 
as well as the economic giant that they already 
are. This move is a wise one, as exclusively focus-
ing on domestic issues from a purely nationalistic 
lens can only take China so far in an increasingly 
interconnected world. To gain the respect of their 
international peers, they must engage them on 
an intellectual and diplomatic level. This in turn 
will serve to reduce the perception of mystery and 
haphazardness that currently plagues the Chinese 
government, and finally usher it in to the modern 
age of diplomatic relations. Indeed, the future looks 
very bright for China and economists predict that 
within twenty years, China will definitively be the 
largest economy in the world. If China continues 
with these new diplomatic policies, it will force the 
global community to recognize just how important 
it is to diplomacy around the world. While China’s 
new diplomatic policies may not solve all of its 
problems, it will certainly put it on the right track, 
and it is certainly something the country’s leaders 
can be proud of. 

loud:
How china’s shift away from “Quiet Diplomacy” Will change
the World
— Vineet Chandra

President Xi Jinping with the other leaders of the BRICs Countries.  
Wikimedia Commons
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“The government of the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region will celebrate the 65th anni-
versary of the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China. Since Macau’s return in 1999, its GDP has 
increased 557 percent. Macau is now the fourth 
richest place in the world.” This was 
the most popular status on Renren, 
the Chinese equivalent of Facebook, 
as a sarcastic political statement made 
by mainland onlookers of the “Um-
brella Revolution.” Both Hong Kong 
and Macau were returned to China 
in the late 1990s after years of be-
ing ruled by European powers and 
therefore comparisons between the 
two are always made. When Ren-
ren users shared this status, they all 
added the comment “this is the dif-
ference between the wise and the 
stupid”, implying that Hong Kong 
is the “stupid” one. After witnessing 
the impact of social media during the 
Arab Spring, the world is wondering 
whether the biggest civil disobedi-
ence campaign in China since the 
famous Tiananmen Square protest in 
1989 will trigger more pro-democra-
cy demonstrations in mainland Chi-
na. However, judging by the online 
public discourse that followed the 
beginning of the “Umbrella Revolu-
tion”, the increasing usage of social 
media among Chinese and wider 
access to outside information will 
not lead to a spillover of the protests 
into mainland China. Society in the 
mainland clearly expressed its oppo-
sition to the “Umbrella Revolution.”

The “Occupy Central” campaign started on 
September 26. Activists and students in Hong 
Kong protested outside the government head-
quarters and occupied several major city inter-
sections. These protests began after the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s Congress 
(NPCSC) announced its decision on proposed 
electoral reform of the 2017 Hong Kong Chief 

Executive election. While the Chinese govern-
ment did promise universal suffrage, two to three 
candidates were to be nominated by the election 
committee before the citizens of Hong Kong 
would be allowed to vote. This means that the 

selected candidates would most likely be Beijing 
loyalists.

The news quickly spread through all platforms 
of Chinese social media. While the mainland Chi-
nese have not shown sympathy for the cause, an 
argument can be made that they lack information 
due to censorship. According to Hong Kong stu-
dent leader Joshua Wong, their movement for free 

and fair elections is “spreading the seed,” but strict 
censorship by the Chinese government is clearly 
blocking that path. The most popular social me-
dia software WeChat has censored photos of the 
protest posted by Hong Kong users so that they 

are not visible to mainland Chinese 
users. On Weibo, the Chinese ver-
sion of Twitter, the built-in search 
engine does not allow users to search 
for keywords like “Occupy Central” 
or “Umbrella Movement,” citing 
“relevant law and policy.” Instagram 
has also been blocked on the main-
land. The government’s censorship 
makes information much less acces-
sible to Chinese social media users. 
If the mainland Chinese are kept in 
the dark, they cannot be expected to 
sympathize with the protests.

Secondly, even those who have 
access to the information undetected 
by the government firewall are un-
sympathetic to the cause. On Ren-
ren, most people see the economic 
decline of Hong Kong as the root 
cause of the demonstration, dismiss-
ing and discrediting the legitimate 
desire for democracy by the people 
of Hong Kong. They claim that 
the fading of Hong Kong’s golden 
era sparked this movement.  Hong 
Kong used to be the financial center 
of Asia and the only entry point to 
China’s huge market, but as main-
land cities develop with an incredible 
speed, Hong Kong’s important role is 
threatened. First-tier cities like Bei-
jing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou have 

reached parity with Hong Kong and have become 
new Asian economic hubs. Mainland Chinese in-
sist that this is not about democracy at all.

To understand the reaction of the mainland 
Chinese we need to pay attention to the demo-
graphics of highly educated Chinese social media 
users. According to Ignite Social Media’s report 
in 2012, on the main Chinese social networking 

a chinese spring?
— Bing Sun

student activist during “occupy Central” protests in Hong kong.  Wikimedia Commons
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sites like Renren, Kaixin, and Douban, more than 
fifty percent of the users hold graduate degrees. At 
the same time, less than fifteen percent of users 
of Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn have the same 
level of education. One would expect this group 
of people to be less “brainwashed” by the govern-
ment and much more pro-democratic compared 
to the rest of the Chinese population. Educated 
young people have much more access to informa-
tion and thus subject to less political indoctrina-
tion. However, if their reaction to the Hong Kong 
protest is negative, there is little chance that the 
rural population in China, who are far more iso-
lated and obedient, would start similar protests. 
Therefore, pro-democracy protests are unlikely to 
spread in mainland China.

Furthermore, the use of social media exac-
erbates the hostility between Hong Kong and 
mainlanders. The latter believes that the former 
still see themselves as superior. Hence, main-
landers are usually overtly critical of Hong Kong 
people’s behavior. The status at the beginning of 
this article is an excellent example. Although un-
fortunate, these sentiments of the mainlanders are 
rooted in the historic cleavages between the two 
groups. Since 2009, some Hong Kong residents 
referred to mainlanders using the derogatory term 
“locusts,” because they believe mainlanders are 
taking resources away from them. Factors that 
have exacerbated the frustration of Hong Kong 
citizens toward people from the mainland in-
clude skyrocketing housing prices, overcrowding 
of maternity wards by mothers from the main-
land attempting to exploit welfare, and sold-out 
baby milk in supermarkets due to the mainland 
tourists’ distrust in food safety. These frustrations 
manifested themselves as Hong Kong residents 
started using derogatory language and discrimi-
nating against the mainlanders. The usage of so-
cial media clearly deepened the rift. The spread 
of ideas and opinions, including hate, is catalyzed 
by usage of the internet. This chasm between the 
two groups significantly diminishes the likelihood 
of mainlanders mimicking Hong Kong’s protest 
strategy.

One might argue that social media allows 
more freedom of expression that will eventually 
lead to political reform and similar pro-democracy 
demonstrations on the mainland. This analysis is 
untenable for two reasons. First, although social 
media did make authorities listen to peoples’ voice 

more, and the Chinese government did become 
more transparent, the focus on the discussion 
of Chinese social media is mostly on social is-
sues instead of political issues. People talk more 
about education reform and air pollution rather 
than democracy. The most popular political top-
ics are only concerned with the anti-corruption 
campaign, such as Bo Xilai’s trial and the official 
investigation on Zhou Yongkang. 

Second, even if we see comments sympathetic 
to the Hong Kong revolution, it is still unlikely 
that similar protests will spread. Different levels 
of political enthusiasm are needed for different 
forms of political participation. Expressing opin-
ions requires far less enthusiasm than commit-
ting to participation in an organized movement. 
The authoritarian Chinese government has a his-
tory of mercilessly crushing dissidents, including 
prominent student leaders in the 1989 Tianan-
men Square protest such as Wang Dan, Zhao 
Changqing, and Tang Baiqiao were all sentenced 
to prison. The 2010 Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu 
Xiaobo is not expected to be released from prison 
until 2020 for “inciting subversion of state pow-
er.” The government’s determination to purge the 
dissidents makes many supporters of democracy 
cautious about transforming their words into ac-
tion. Starting a similar revolution requires excep-
tional courage. Such courage would not be found 
with those who have a lack of access to informa-
tion and remain unsympathetic to the people of 
Hong Kong.

 The case in China is very different from 
that of the Arab Spring. The increasing usage of 
social media among the Chinese will not pull Chi-
na out of the long cruel “winter.” The movement 
on the island of Hong Kong may be an honor-
able one; however, in the land that is 8,000 times 
larger, very little change is on the horizon.
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“NO WAY” is the center point 
of Australia’s new immigration 
poster, which portrays a lone boat 
being tossed about at sea underneath 
that message. Since becoming prime 
minister last September, Tony Ab-
bott has instituted Operation Sover-
eign Borders, a policy of intercept-
ing asylum seekers before they reach 
the country and then shipping them 
to detention centers in Papua New 
Guinea or Nauru. Under the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment, and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, all of which Australia is a par-
ty too, Australia has an obligation to protect the 
human rights of all asylum seekers and refugees 
who arrive in Australia. By moving these asylum 
seekers to other countries, Australia has found an 
effective yet morally wrong way to avoid its re-
sponsibilities of taking in these people. Australia 
is obligated to receive legitimate asylum seekers.

While Operation Sovereign Borders is certain-
ly the most extreme example of Australia’s policy 
to deal with asylum seekers, it is important to un-
derstand the context of Australia’s previous asylum 
policies. Because of Australia’s far more friendly 
immigration policy in the 1980s and an increase 
in unrest in the area, in the 1990s a large influx 
of asylum seekers landing in Australia led to the 
country’s policy of mandatory detention, where all 
those who did not hold a valid visa would be de-
tained. In 2001, after a Norwegian ship attempted 
to allow over 400 Afghan asylum seekers to land 
on Christmas Island, the Australian government 
began to focus on preventing boats from landing 
on Australia itself, turning back sea-worthy ves-
sels and taking non-seaworthy vessels to detention 
centers in Papua New Guinea or Nauru. Follow-
ing another increase in asylum seeking, the Liberal 
National Coalition was elected, partially because 
of their tough stance on immigration. It has since 
made Australian immigration policy even more 
restrictive by refusing to accept asylum seekers, 
fully abandoning its obligation to the refugees so 
that it can fulfill its promise to “stop the boats” at 

any cost.
Advocates of Australia’s tough policy on asy-

lum seekers point to the disturbing amount of 
deaths of asylum seekers at sea, estimated by the 
Australian Border Deaths Database to be as high 
as 1800 since 2000. Lieutenant General Angus 
Campbell, Commander of Operation Sovereign 
Borders, argued that the policy “is focused on 
stopping criminal people-smugglers who ma-
nipulate vulnerable men, women and children to 
risk their lives at sea.” It should be noted that no 
deaths at sea have been reported since the policy 
has been implemented. By stopping the boats of 
asylum seekers from successfully landing in Aus-
tralia, the current government argues it is protect-
ing not only Australia, but also the asylum seekers 
themselves. What the government fails to recog-
nize is that while the current policy has saved lives 
it has also pushed Australia’s problem onto other 
countries.

The problem with the argument that turn-
ing back asylum seekers is saving lives is that it 
is also putting them in danger. Instead of taking 
the asylum seekers to Australia to be processed, 
the current program sends them to detention cen-
ters in Papua New Guinea and Nauru. At these 
centers there have been allegations of child abuse 
and also incidents of both self-harm and suicide. 
The policy of turning back vessels has also forced 
asylum seekers to return to the very countries they 
were fleeing. At best this policy is forcing the asy-
lum seekers back into poverty and hardship, but 

at its worst it is forcing asylum seek-
ers back to war, tyrannical govern-
ments, and imminent danger. While 
Australia’s new policy has greatly de-
creased deaths at sea it has done so at 
an unseen cost.

Ultimately Australia has a moral 
and legal responsibility to accept 
asylum seekers. It chose to be party 
to the relevant treaties and conven-
tions and it is legally bound to stand 
by its word. More so, Australia’s case 
of receiving asylum seekers is not 
particularly dire compared to other 
countries, some of which have been 

made unstable. In 2012, prior to the current pol-
icy, Australia received three percent of all asylum 
seekers compared to the United States’ seventeen 
percent and Germany’s eleven percent. Although 
its recent efforts have produced a dramatic re-
duction in deaths at sea, there is no reason that 
protecting asylum seekers and welcoming asylum 
seekers need to be mutually exclusive. Instead of 
turning back vessels or escorting them to Papua 
New Guinea or Nauru, the government could 
escort the boats to Australia. The government 
of Australia has no right to place the burden of 
evaluating the asylum seekers on either country. 
The current government could also eliminate the 
mandatory detention requirement, as Australia 
is currently the only country to have such a law. 
Mandatory detention allows Australia to hold asy-
lum seekers indefinitely and has led the UN Hu-
man Rights Committee to find it guilty of almost 
150 violations of international law. As a liberal de-
mocracy ostensibly committed to the protection 
of human rights, Australia should not be so ready 
to imprison indefinitely without judicial review. 

The fact remains that Australia has an obli-
gation to find a way to make a home for these 
asylum seekers. It cannot continue to evade its 
responsibility and place its obligation on other, 
far poorer countries. Australia must find a way to 
help asylum seekers make Australia home. Like 
the boat on the “NO WAY” poster, Australia must 
weather this storm, and weather it alone.

australia asylum seekers
— John Soltis

manus Island regional refugee processing facility 
in Papua new Guinea. WIkImeDIa Commons 
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For Do Thi Oanh, October of 2014 was his-
toric. For the first time, her country, Vietnam, 
began discussing the legalization of prostitution in 
its National Assembly. In the past, prostitutes were 
sent to rehabilitation clinics to do forced labor. In 
2008, Oanh herself was sent to a clinic outside 
Hanoi. However last year, Vietnam’s National As-
sembly suddenly replaced the camps with fines, 
and sex workers like Oanh breathed a sigh of relief. 
Since then, the country has been awash with debate 
about the future of prostitution, which has culmi-
nated in a movement for legalization. While the 
trend of liberalization around this previously taboo 
subject is a step in the right direction, Vietnam’s 
prostitution problem is part of a much broader sex 
trafficking issue that legalization might worsen. 
Instead, Vietnam should address the root problem 
– the sex trade – through policies that support vic-
tims and toughen the consequences for trafficking.

 There is abundant irony in Vietnam’s 
push to legalize prostitution. School children are 
still taught that prostitution is an indication of poor 
morality, along with drug addiction. Furthermore, 
Vietnam’s abolition of rehabilitation clinics is rela-
tively fresh, and the country remains divided about 
the direction its policy should take. Many of the 
Old Guard maintain that a tougher stance should 
be taken against prostitutes, while long silenced 
liberals, like sociologist Le Quang Binh, assert that 
legalization could help “protect sex workers.” It is 
clear that legalization of prostitution is unlikely to 
pass in such a polarized assembly, but the fact that 
the conversation is taking place at all is an unprec-
edented progressive step being taken by the conser-
vative Vietnamese legislature. 

 This movement towards liberalization 
rests against a backdrop of Vietnam’s increasingly 
well-known reputation of entanglement in the sex 
trade. Vietnam is known as a “sex tourism” country, 
a place where men from around the world come to 
solicit sex from young girls trafficked in from rural 
areas. Vietnam is also, to an ever-increasing extent, 
becoming the starting point for trafficking young 
girls. According to Yuan Guangrong, the director 
of the Public Security Bureau that deals with sex 
trafficking between China and Vietnam, “The des-
tination for trafficking has extended from border 
regions to inland provinces.” The National Crime 
Agency of the United Kingdom recently reported 
Vietnam as one of the top ten countries of origin 
for exploited young women, indicating Vietnamese 

sex trade as increasingly powerful and far-reaching. 
The United Nations, International Organization 
for Migration, and United States State Department 
all list Vietnam as a tier two country of “serious 
risk” in regard to trafficking and exploitation. 

 As evidenced by Vietnam’s push to legal-
ize, and thus regulate, prostitution, the country is 
aware that its role in the sex trade is a problem. The 
trend of liberalization that began with Vietnam’s 
removal of rehabilitation camps is a clear sign the 
government is cognizant that their previous poli-
cies regarding prostitution have been misdirected 
by punishing, not supporting, victims. Legalization 
seems to be the next logical step in this direction. 
In places like Las Vegas and Amsterdam, legaliza-
tion has led to increased health and safety among 
sex workers through the regulation of the indus-
try. Mariska van Huissteden, a coordinator for the 
Prostitution and Health Center in Amsterdam, 
points out that, “prostitutes now work in secured 
surroundings where there are cameras in front of 

every window.” From this perspective, legalization 
seems to be an excellent policy decision to improve 
the welfare of sex workers and manage prostitution.

 For Vietnam, however, legalization will 
not lead to these positive outcomes. Both Las Ve-
gas and Amsterdam have well-developed law en-
forcement systems that foster regulation. Vietnam, 
meanwhile, has been unable to effectively back its 
current and more meager legislation. Corruption 
is rampant and traffickers work in organized crime 
rings that Vietnamese law enforcement agencies are 
unqualified to infiltrate. Meanwhile, traffickers lure 
women with false promises of jobs and marriages, 
and then violently force them into submission. It 
is precisely because of this relationship to the sex 
trade that legalization will not improve the situa-
tion in Vietnam. Legalization will do nothing to 
address the organized sex trafficking that is taking 
place. The weakness of Vietnamese law enforce-
ment agencies implies that no increase in regula-
tion would occur. In reality, the government will 

be implicitly supporting the exploitation of women 
and leaving them with even less protection.

 To effectively address prostitution, Viet-
nam should take policy steps with the perspective 
that prostitution is just one aspect of the much 
broader issue of sex trafficking. The country should 
begin by removing fines for prostitutes, almost all 
of whom are in the industry against their will, and 
recognize that punishing victims does nothing to 
address the root cause of their situation. Vietnam 
could further protect these women by improving 
the education of the rural poor, so that families 
are less susceptible to scams by sex traffickers, and 
desperate girls are made less so by improving their 
possibility of employment. The country should also 
create a campaign to combat corruption in their 
law enforcement agencies, both through improved 
training and heavier punishments for colluding 
with traffickers. Finally, the Vietnamese govern-
ment should cooperate with the United Nations 
and the United States State Department’s task 

forces on trafficking, both of whom have detailed 
policy suggestions to improve the situation in Viet-
nam. Asia’s sex trade is a global problem impact-
ing countries as far away as the United Kingdom 
and taking a multilateral approach, where countries 
would share information and resources to address 
trafficking networks, would be the most efficient 
and effective way to combat the problem. 

For Do Thi Oanh, the discussion of legaliza-
tion is exciting evidence of liberalization and in-
creased protection for herself and other sex work-
ers. However, her optimism is premature. Victims 
of sex trafficking will not see improvement in their 
conditions until Vietnam takes policy steps that ad-
dress the corruption and organized crime that lead 
to prostitution, instead of punishing the victims 
who are the result of it. The trend of liberalization 
is positive for Vietnam, but due to the realities of 
the sex trade, legalization would be a poor policy 
choice. Legalization is a progressive step, but it is a 
step in the wrong direction.

good intentions, Wrong Direction          
— Marine Ginis

legalization is a progressive 
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For the past several decades, the testimonies of 
North Korean refugees and prison camp defectors 
have offered the world its only glimpses into the 
grim realities of life in the most repressive nation 
on earth. Known as “the Hermit Kingdom” for its 
isolation from the international system, North Ko-
rea under the dictatorship of Supreme Leader Kim 
Jong-un and his predecessors has been accused of 
perpetrating systematic human rights violations 
as grotesque as murder, torture, rape, starvation, 
abductions, arbitrary detention, forced labor, and 
near-complete denial of basic civil and political 
freedoms against its own citizens. Facing growing 
international awareness and condemnation of these 
atrocities, the regime responded by gradually re-
treating further into its shell of secrecy. That is, until 
October 28th, 2014, when North Korean represen-
tatives met with United Nations rights investiga-
tors and extended an invitation for an official UN 
delegate visit to North Korea for the first time ever.  
Although any measure of transparency conceded 
by North Korea as a result of external pressure is 
welcome, the international community should not 
accept appeasement in place of full legal account-
ability from the Kim family regime for its crimes. It 
is only through sustained and focused multilateral 
action that genuine improvement in the North Ko-
rean human rights crisis can be achieved.

As expected from the characteristically unco-
operative North Korea, the offer of inside access 
for UN investigators is not so much a voluntary 
gesture of reconciliation as it is a frantic attempt 
to discourage the referral of Kim Jong-un and 
his senior officials to the International Criminal 
Court, where they would be expected to stand trial 
for crimes against humanity and face certain con-
viction. International scrutiny over North Korea’s 
human rights record has recently intensified since 
the UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights 
in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea pub-
lished its most comprehensive and condemning 
report yet in February 2014. The report explicitly 
documented witness reports of the grave rights vio-
lations within the nation for the first time, making 
foreign feigned ignorance impossible and prompt-
ing further action. Finally, feeling threatened by a 
draft resolution circulated by the European Union 
and Japan and backed by 43 nations that calls on 
the UN General Assembly to refer North Korea to 
the ICC, the North Korean government reluctantly 
opened its doors to the UN, but only on the con-
dition that charges of government culpability for 
human rights abuses and ICC referral be dropped. 
North Korea’s reaction to this proactive policy pro-
posal gives the international community a crucial 
opportunity to translate forward momentum into 

the multilateral action necessary to create meaning-
ful internal change in North Korea.

This hasty North Korean response indicates 
what the nation’s opponents had hoped for: a sign 
of regime recognition of its own vulnerability un-
der international human rights law. The UN invi-
tation is a step back from North Korea’s usual at-
titude of aggressive impunity, indicating that the 
threat of legal proceedings now can, and should 
be used as bargaining collateral to coax further col-
laboration out of North Korea. The unprecedented 
international engagement from North Korea cor-
relates with an atypically strong and sustained in-
ternational outcry, marking a departure from six 
decades of indifference from states and organiza-
tions worldwide.

The prior status quo echoed the indecisiveness 
and inaction that all too often plagued the United 
Nations and paralyzed the international communi-
ty in times of humanitarian crisis. In North Korea’s 
case, however, a different outcome is emerging. The 
invitation of UN observers is a small victory, but 
it nonetheless demonstrates that international col-
laboration can successfully change oppressive hu-
man rights policies through pursuing multilateral 
enforcement and prosecution to the fullest legal 
extent. If the North Korea ICC referral resolution 
is maintained, the world will gain valuable leverage 
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breaking the silence: 
the Hermit Kingdom opens up on Human Rights
— Megan Cansfield

the international community should not accept 
appeasement in place of full legal accountability from 
the Kim family regime for its crimes. it is only through 
sustained and focused multilateral action that genuine 
improvement in the north Korean human rights crisis 
can be achieved.”



30   //   ASIA

over North Korea at a time when sanctions and Six-
Party Talks have failed, opening the door for future 
progress on safeguarding human rights within the 
country.

However, the effectiveness of international in-
stitutions in dealing with North Korea’s humanitar-
ian crisis is undermined by the complicity of North 
Korea’s only major ally, China. As a UN Security 
Council permanent member, China can use its veto 
power to singlehandedly block any UN motions 
against North Korea, including referral to the ICC. 
Despite its ally’s rogue-state status, China carefully 
nurtures this strategic relationship not just for trade 
benefits, but for political stability. The Chinese gov-
ernment is concerned with the Pyongyang regime’s 
survivability and has legitimate security concerns 
for a possible state collapse in North Korea; such an 
event would unleash a flood of desperate and des-
titute North Korean refugees into China’s border 
provinces, a crisis that China would rather avoid. 
As such, it currently cultivates ties with North 
Korea and defies international humanitarian ob-
jections in hopes of assuring regional and internal 
stability. The Chinese foreign ministry’s most re-
cent official statement on the matter, that “to bring 
human rights issues to the International Criminal 
Court does not help improve a country’s human 
rights conditions”, further characterizes China as 
indisputably the largest obstacle towards meaning-
ful action on North Korea.

However, as China integrates further into the 
international system, its economic and political 
ties with North Korea are growing weaker and less 
beneficial, lessening its obligation to tolerate North 
Korea’s mass crimes against humanity. China, like 
North Korea, is also not immune to diplomatic 
pressure and has to consider its own reputation on 
the international stage. In other words, China can 
no longer afford to unconditionally veto UN reso-
lutions against North Korea, and can likely be per-
suaded to cooperate with international initiatives 
on human rights in North Korea. Although Chi-
na is currently an obstacle to institutional action 
against the North Korean regime, its rising power 
and influence in the international system will force 
it to adopt international norms and greater respon-
sibility, lowering its likelihood of being an obstacle 
in the future.

Even in the event of a Chinese veto, the ICC 
referral would still have a significant symbolic and 
practical impact on North Korea, signaling to Kim 
Jong-un that he can no longer hide his human 
rights violations from the international spotlight 
and forcing further concessions from the regime 
during the referral proceedings. The United Na-
tions and other multinational institutions should 
not back down from exercising the full extent of 
their legal enforcement powers to intervene in the 
ongoing North Korean tragedy, since strong inter-
national leadership and initiative will go beyond a 
mere UN investigator invitation and create genuine 
improvement through greater regime liability.
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The recent Scottish referendum on in-
dependence has brought the similar issue of 
Catalan independence back into the spot-
light of European affairs. However, unlike 
in Scotland, where the outcome was closely 
contested, a clear majority of Catalans are set 
to vote for secession in an upcoming histor-
ic, albeit unofficial, referendum. The Span-
ish government has so far dealt with the issue 
by rejecting the validity of Catalonia’s claim 
to self-determination altogether, but this has 
only increased nationalist sentiment in the 
region. If Catalonia is to remain a willing 
part of Spain, the central government should 
strive for a pragmatic compromise and apply 
some of the lessons learnt by the UK in nar-
rowly avoiding the Scots’ secession. 

The struggle between Catalonian nation-
alism and Spanish centralism is centuries 
old, and has often turned violent. During 
the 20th century, Francisco Franco’s dicta-
torship (1939-1975) actively worked to sup-
press Catalan culture, language, and national 
identity. Rather than forcing the region to 
integrate with the rest of Spain, Franco’s 
repression radicalized the nationalist move-
ment. His policies highlighted the need for 
stronger protections than those afforded by 
autonomy alone, and defined future Catalan poli-
cies along leftist lines in reaction to the dictator-
ship’s fascist ideology. To this day, the major nation-
alist Catalan political parties incorporate distinctly 
liberal and socialist ideals.  Following Franco’s 
death, Catalonia was granted modest amounts of 
autonomy under the 1978 constitution. In 2006, 
the Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia was ap-
proved by referendum, granting the region self-rule 
primarily in matters ranging from health and edu-
cation, to local government and police.

In 2010, however, the Spanish Constitutional 
Court overturned and reinterpreted several ar-
ticles of the 2006 Statute, including references to 
Catalonia as a discrete nation, by declaring them 
unconstitutional. This led to massive protests in 
Barcelona, where up to 1.5 million people marched 
under the motto, “We are a nation. We decide.” In 
2012, the Catalan National Assembly organized a 
second round of protests in Barcelona, where up 
to two million people marched for full indepen-

dence under the motto, “Catalonia, new state in 
Europe”. The protests lead the Catalan government 
to adopt a resolution that calls for a referendum 
on the issue of independence. On January 2013, it 
adopted the Declaration of Sovereignty and of the 
Right to Decide of the Catalan People, stating that 
“the people of Catalonia have – by reason of demo-
cratic legitimacy – the character of a sovereign po-
litical and legal entity.” The Spanish Constitutional 
Court suspended the Declaration in March and 
later voided it altogether by declaring it unconstitu-
tional. Despite strong opposition from the central 
government, the Catalan government announced 
that a yes/no referendum for independence was 
set for November 9, 2014. As of September 2014, 
the central government continued to denounce the 
referendum as illegal and insists on not letting it 
take place. 

The Spanish government has good reasons to 
fear secession. Catalonia is Spain’s second most 
populous region, with more than 7.5 million in-

habitants, or 16 percent of the country’s total popu-
lation. Perhaps more importantly, it is also the rich-
est, with a Gross Regional Product (GRP) of $262 
billion, representing almost a fifth of Spain’s GDP. 
This is a reflection of its well-developed industry, 
which produces 26 percent of Spain’s exports, more 
than twice as much as any other region. The actual 
size of Catalonia’s fiscal deficit is up for debate, but 
even by Madrid’s most conservative estimates, the 
region is giving away almost $10.65 billion.  By 
Catalan government statistics, this figure could be 
as high as $18.75 billion. 

In addition, Spain could lose more than just one 
region. If Catalonia successfully secedes, this could 
encourage other regions with strong separatist 
movements, such as the Basque country and Gal-
licia, to also seek independence. The Spanish gov-
ernment is acutely aware of this possibility, and has 
consistently opposed other secessionist movements 

Diffusing secession: 
the failure of spanish centralism and Viable alternatives to
independence in catalonia
— Gianluca de Gasperi Delpino

Catalonian protestors rallying for independence
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in Europe, such as those of Kosovo and Scotland, 
in order to encourage a precedent in international 
custom that favors the prevalence of territorial in-
tegrity over national self-determination.

If Spain wants to keep Catalonia from seceding, 
it behooves them to shift its strategy from intransi-
gent centralism to flexible federalism. History has 
shown that Catalan identity cannot be suppressed 
by force. On the contrary, Spain’s historic attempts 
at forceful integration have become a banner for 
the separatists to rally under, and for good reason. 
The current government, led by Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy and his conservative Partido Popu-
lar Party, was responsible for challenging the consti-
tutionality of the 2006 Statute in 2010. The central 
government’s indifference towards the pro-auton-
omy protests that same year led to a radicalization 
of Catalan nationalism, which was evident by the 
2012 protests’ distinctively pro-independence tone. 
The Spanish government has argued that this neo-
independist movement is fueled by extremists and 
does not reflect the preferences of the majority of 
Catalans. However, the sheer massiveness of recent 
mobilizations, as well as trends in recent polls, show 
that a radical, pro-independence stance has become 
mainstream in Catalonia.

In 2005, a year into Rajoy’s tenure, only 13 
percent of Catalans desired full independence, al-
though 90 percent wanted at least some increase 
in autonomy. The last 10 years have seen a steady 
rise in support for independence at the expense of 
support for moderate, non-secessionist alternatives, 
such as increased autonomy under the unitary state 
or a federal system. In 2011, immediately after the 
2006 statute was overturned, independence be-
came the option preferred by most Catalans. As of 
the latest polls for 2014, the majority of Catalans 
(59 percent) think Catalonia should be indepen-
dent.

Rajoy’s centrist government has alienated and 
radicalized Spain’s most productive region with re-
spect to the issue of autonomy. Although it is wide-
ly accepted that the upcoming referendum will not 
immediately lead to independence, it will provide 
democratic proof that a majority of Catalans do not 
want to be a part of Spain and give the regional gov-
ernment the mandate and leverage to continue to 
press for increased autonomy. If Spain is to remain 

united, it must recognize the will of the Catalan 
people and start making meaningful concessions 
through constitutional reform. It is likely that long 
term stability will demand even greater autonomy 
than that afforded to Catalonia by the 2006 sta-
tus, but a reversal of the 2010 court decision would 
be a major first step forward in the right direction. 
Rajoy needs to wake up to reality and accept that 
some elements of Spanish tradition and constitu-
tion have to be negotiable, because Catalonia’s right 
to protect and promote its culture, identity, and 
values with dignity and autonomy is not.
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During an interview, the CEO of Google, Larry 
Page, said that Europe needs to become more like 
Silicon Valley if it hopes to stay competitive. As 
North America and Asia pull ahead in the technol-
ogy sector, Europe remains entrenched in its tra-
ditional monopolies and economic arrangements. 
Considering the stagnant European economy, 
increased investment in technology could help to 
stimulate growth by creating jobs and help Europe 
to compete in the growing technology market. 
Aside from the economic benefit, technology cre-
ates products and services that enrich the lives of 
the public, both professionally and personally.  It 
is time for Europe to embrace the Silicon Valley 
culture of investment, innovation, and entrepre-
neurship. 

 Employment rates remain dismally 
low throughout Europe. As government officials 
scramble to find solutions and boost employment, 
there is evidence that a greater focus on the tech-
nology sector may be an answer. It is projected 
that in the past five years, about 800,000 jobs in 
the EU came from the software industry. Between 
2009 and 2012, 27 percent of London’s job growth 
came from the technology sector. During that same 
three-year period, the number of tech companies in 
London increased by 76 percent. 

With this potential for growth in mind, it is 
time for Europeans to consider the idea of “entre-
preneur” as an actual job. The Vice President of 
the European Commission, Neelie Kroes, tweeted, 
“Entrepreneurship is a career path in its own right. 
We need to teach our kids that.” In order to bol-
ster entrepreneurship, the EU has launched the 
Entrepreneurship 2020 Action Plan. Its goals are 
to increase entrepreneurial education, create an en-
trepreneur friendly environment, and reach out to 
the entrepreneur potential that may not be tapped 
using traditional business models. Europeans can 
no longer focus on trying to make old things bet-
ter; they need to create and invest in new ideas and 
technologies. 

 The resources are available for Europe 
to succeed in this venture. There is a large pool of 
human capital due to the mobility of labor. EU 
laws that allow free movement of labor give cit-
ies like London and Berlin the opportunity to at-
tract ambitious individuals from many different 
countries. Furthermore, European governments 

are working to support the technology sector.  
Most governments have opted for tax incentives 
to stimulate start-ups as opposed to direct state-
sponsored investment. This strategy acts as an ef-
fective complement to private sector investment. In 
London specifically, Prime Minister David Cam-
eron has pledged to support the growing “Silicon 
Roundabout,” an area of London where a cluster 
of technology start-ups are located. The British 
government will offer mentoring, £200 million 
of investment, and loosened visa restrictions to at-
tract foreign entrepreneurs.  In conjunction with 
government support, other major contributors to 
the growing support network include private or-
ganizations such as Seedcamp – a London-based 
mentoring and investment program founded in 
2007. It hosts a bi-annual event called Seedcamp 
Week, where 20 companies and over 300 mentors 
get together to offer advice to tech first-timers and 
growing start-ups. 

Despite these factors that indicate Europe has 
the resources to embrace the growing tech sector, 
it is lagging. In December 2013, the EU issued an 
Innovation Union Competitiveness Report stating 
that the EU needs more high-tech investment, not-
ing that technology development in the US and 
Asia is focused on “transformative technologies ori-
ented towards emerging global markets.” However, 
the EU’s “technology assets are more focused on 
established and traditional industries.” As a result 
the EU has launched a new research and innova-
tion program called Horizon 2020. This program 
will give €80 billion in funding over seven years 
to support industrial leadership in key technolo-
gies. In addition, the EU has introduced a Start-up 
Europe Partnership platform. This initiative will 
create partnerships between start-ups and bigger 
companies, with the goal of “accelerating early-
stage companies to become global players and real 
job creators.”

European Commissioner for Research, In-
novation and Science, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 
laments that there remain “growing gaps in some 
key sectors for the future. We cannot afford to fall 
behind.” As Europe slowly recovers from an eco-
nomic crisis, it needs to further embrace the tech-
nology sector if it hopes to increase competitive-
ness, employment, and economic growth. More 
so, it will benefit the public as technology services 

revolutionize and advance education, healthcare, 
communication, and business along with many 
other industries and aspects of life. Europeans need 
to stop envying Silicon Valley and worrying about 
the necessity of American DNA for a successful 
startup; the resources for success are available on 
their home turf and they must utilize them.  

europe needs to embrace the silicon
Valley culture
— Anna Quintero

Google Ceo Larry Page speaking before the 
european Parliament. WIkImeDIa Commons



Touting the success of austerity programs 
in Spain and Ireland, EU leadership has trium-
phantly proclaimed the death knell of Europe’s 
economic woes and the return of the integrated 
powerhouse EU economy. Yet a deeper look at the 
conditions of EU members finds that economic 
recovery is far from complete, even among the 
leading nations of Europe. Beneath the fragile 
front of unity presented by Brussels lies a Euro-
pean continent wracked by internal strife and 
discontent. Youthful Italian Prime Minister Mat-
teo Renzi finds himself in a fierce political brawl 
as he grapples with a powerful labor lobby and 
institutionalized labor practices to reinvigorate 
Italy’s flagging economy. It is time that Italian la-
bor recognizes the path forward does not lie in 
archaic, inefficient labor protection, but with the 
economic flexibility and nimbleness promised by 

Prime Minister Renzi’s Jobs Act.
The recession that has passed from the minds 

of German Chancellor Merkel and the EU parlia-
ment in Brussels is still very real in Italy. Italy’s 
economic performance has fallen abysmally short 
of expectations; the tepid projection of 0.8 per-
cent GDP growth last year was missed entirely, as 
the annual economic review revealed a contrac-
tion in the economy of 0.3 percent. Two unex-
pected quarters of negative economic growth have 
plunged Italy back into economic crisis. Next 
year’s performance looks equally grim, with an op-
timistic report suggesting the economy might ex-
perience GDP growth on the order of 0.6 percent. 

Prime Minister Matteo Renzi was elected in 
2013 on the back of a vigorous campaign for 
comprehensive economic reforms. He convinced 
the Italian public that the country needed a new 

attitude, and radical new economic laws in order 
to right the flagging economy. The government’s 
premier piece of legislation was the Jobs Act, a se-
ries of economic reforms designed to shed Italy 
of its economically prohibitive worker protection 
laws. In doing so, Renzi unleashed the fury of an 
immensely powerful labor movement who sees 
the deeply ingrained labor laws as non-negotiable 
pieces of Italian law and culture. 

The Workers Statute within Article 18 of the 
Italian Labor Code provides some of the most 
drastic worker protection rights in Europe. Any 
employer with more than 60 employees, or 15 
employees in any division, faces unreasonable 
standards in order to fire employees. Along with 
standard protection from discriminatory busi-
ness practices, Article 18 includes a bewildering 
list of illogical and inefficient restrictions that 

Renzi’s last stand for the jobs act
— Daniel Hecker
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prevent firms from downsizing and managing 
labor costs during trying economic times. Under 
Article 18 as written, workers had legal remedies 
to “reclaim” the job they were fired from if the 
only justification was a firm’s economic situation. 
Furthermore, back payments of lost wages, or sev-
erance packages of over a year’s salary in event the 
employee did not want to return, were regularly 
approved by Italian labor courts. Grounded in a 
grand tradition of strong European labor rights, 
Italian labor law views a worker’s employment as 
his or her “right.” The firm cannot remove the 
worker, and thus violate his employment rights, 
unless their actions pass strict scrutiny. The in-
ability for companies to downsize and cut costs 
in such an unstable economic environment due 
to Article 18 has created a hesitancy to hire at all. 
Unemployment is artificially inflated due to this 
rigid and antiquated set of labor policies, all of 
which impose an undeniable and excessive burden 
on labor markets in Italy.

Prime Minister Renzi’s “radical” agenda seeks 
to remove these uncompetitive job security mea-
sures. It is the single most important tool in re-
forming the foundation of the Italian economy. 
By introducing competition to the labor market, 
Renzi’s plan will drag Italy, kicking and screaming, 
into the fast changing and flexible global econo-
my.  The Jobs Act heightens the requirements for 
legal recourse regarding termination, and more 
importantly, reduces the courts ability to order the 
reinstatement of employees. In addition to the la-
bor law reforms, the Jobs Act contains a variety of 
measures aimed at reducing the burden that Ital-
ian businesses face in tough economic times, such 
as a cut in the employment tax and various tax 
incentives for businesses that hire employees. Fur-
thermore, the Act modernizes short term employ-
ment contracts, which rarely fall under the pur-
view of the Italian labor courts, to fill firms’ needs 
for rapid employment and downsizing depending 
on economic conditions. This bill is the greatest 
chance that Italy has to reform a struggling labor 
market and create solid economic growth. The 
Jobs Act heralds a new era in the Italian economy, 
with firms that have finally been given the tools to 
compete in the post-recession recovery. 

 Matteo Renzi’s refreshing admittance of Ital-
ian economic incompetency has touched a nerve 
in the Italian public. Article 18 is not just legal 
protection for Italians, it is a treasured cultural 
artifact. Since the 1970s, employees across the 
nation have benefitted from a warped view of 
economic realities and employment rights. The 
movement to unseat the complacency of the Ital-
ian worker has ignited a backlash given the futile 

economic situation of many citizens. Struggling 
to control an unemployment rate of 12.6 percent, 
the Italian government is under siege for attempt-
ing to reduce the ability for individuals to hold 
onto jobs. Furthermore, in a complete reversal of 
the previous coalition’s economic plans, the Jobs 
Act expansion of temporary employment invokes 
outrage from an underemployed Italian populace. 
Even more distressing is the situation of the youth 
in Italy. After the recession, their unemployment 
rate skyrocketed to well over 44 percent, and with 
a current rate of 42.9 percent, there is no sign that 
their plight will be fixed any time soon. A dispro-
portionate amount of temporary workers in Italy 
are young workers, leading to advocates accusing 
Renzi of hammering the last nail in the coffin of a 
struggling generation.

The labor movement has likewise responded in 
full force to this seeming assault on their liveli-
hood. The storied protection of labor rights in Italy 
have given rise to the largest, most powerful union 
in Europe- Italian General Confederation of La-
bour (CGIL.) Boasting over 5.5 million members, 
it is the threat of the CGIL, and the popular sup-
port they enjoy over this issue, that has stalled all 
of Renzi’s progress. Protests have raced across Italy 
since the legislation was proposed, while labor’s 
threats have only become more pronounced. On 
October 25, waving thousands of red CGIL flags, 
nearly a million protestors marched on Rome, de-
manding the total scrapping of the Jobs Act. 24 
hours strikes by transportation workers have lent 
further publicity to the movement. 

The combination of public outcry and labor’s 
political leverage has stalled significant progress. 
In the past few months, the Italian government 
has offered token economic reforms amidst fears 
of a swing in election results. Yet Renzi is showing 
an admirable resolution to pass his project. In ear-
ly October, he forced a controversial “delegating 
law” through the Italian Parliament. In a danger-
ous gamble, Renzi cut short debate over the law 
by calling for a PM confidence vote, with the pas-
sage of the bill tied to a victory, and with his res-
ignation as the outcome in event he lost the vote. 
This move infuriated both the opposition and his 
own party, with former Renzi supporters resign-
ing in protest of his unconventional maneuver. At 
the price of both legislator and public confidence, 
Renzi has set the stage for a final showdown on 
the Jobs Act by the end of the year, staking his 
legacy as Prime Minister on the hopes for signifi-
cant reform. 

Prime Minister Renzi faces an uphill battle 
in his efforts to revitalize the struggling Italian 
economy. The strength of labor reinforced by the 

cultural expectation of easy employment has put 
PM Renzi on the defensive since the introduction 
of legislation. The willful ignorance of the Italian 
people, who see record unemployment as a result 
of insufficient government intervention, and not 
an inability of the national economy to adapt to 
a new global economy, has created an disconnect 
between necessary reform and possible legislation. 
Until the public and their CGIL lobbyists rec-
ognize the need for more economic competition 
and free market elements, the Italian worker will 
remain untouched in his cubicle, the Italian youth 
will remained unemployed on the street, and the 
potential of the Jobs Act will go unfulfilled.
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On September 18, 2014, Scotland held a his-
toric vote that asked its constituents one simple 
question: “Should Scotland be an independent 
country?” With a majority of 55 percent saying 
“No,” the United Kingdom has stayed intact, but 
whether the Scots will be content in the U.K. re-
mains to be seen. Prior to the vote, British Prime 
Minister David Cameron promised to give more 
powers to the Scottish parliament, in a process 
called “devolution,” if they stayed in the Union. 
Negotiations to honor that promise are under 
way. In response to the voting results, Cameron 
invoked the “West Lothian Question,” asking 
whether it is fair for members of Parliament from 
Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland to vote on 
issues that affect only England if England cannot 
vote on matters solely concerning the other ter-
ritories. Cameron brought up the Question under 
the pressure of the Conservative Party, which ar-
gues “English votes for English laws.” Cameron’s 
Conservative supporters may have a legitimate 
claim, but in the wake of an election that almost 
tore the U.K. apart, Westminster needs to address 
the devolution of powers before cutting off Scot-
tish voting privileges.

 When Cameron and Westminster 
promised to devolve powers to the Scottish parlia-
ment, they specifically promised to grant Scotland 
more control over three main powers: spending, 
taxation, and welfare. All three are essential for a 
nation to function autonomously, and all are caus-
ing heated divisions among the parties involved in 
the devolution. Labour is reluctant to give Scot-
land broader powers of taxation. The Conserva-
tives and Liberal Democrats are willing to relin-
quish control over taxation and spending, but do 
not agree on the extent to which this will happen. 
With such critical issues hanging in the balance, 
Parliament must prioritize these issues to ensure 
that they do not fall short on their promise of de-
volved powers and compromise Scotland’s future 
as a more autonomous entity. If they hope to have 
a reasonable working draft of the legislation ready 
for debate by the January 2015 deadline, they will 
need to save the time-consuming and controversial 
Question for a later date.

Cameron is in no position to put more restric-

tions on Scotland, especially after 
45 percent of Scottish voters – over 
1.6 million people – committed to 
separate from the U.K. Following 
the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
leader Alex Salmond’s resignation, 
the Deputy Leader of the SNP, Nicola 
Sturgeon, announced a shift from an 
independence-driven focus toward 
campaigning for devolution rights. 
This transition marks a considerable 
change in ideology only one week 
after the referendum. The SNP cur-
rently makes up half of the Scottish parliament, 
and they are expected to fight to obtain as many 
powers as possible. As a result, they most likely will 
not accept Westminster’s denial of voting rights to 
Scottish Members of Parliament. With such a ripe 
opportunity for cooperation, it would be in Cam-
eron’s and the Conservatives’ best interest to cease 
alienating the Scottish people if they want willing 
participation in the Union from Scotland during 
the coming months.

David Cameron’s recent focus on the Ques-
tion also casts doubt on his commitment to his 
promise for devolution. At first, the deal seemed 
clear: devolution in exchange for a Union. Prior to 
the referendum, he said the West Lothian Ques-
tion would become “more pressing” as devolution 
continued. On September 22, only four days after 
the vote, he announced that devolution would be 
debated “in tandem” with the Question. If Cam-
eron follows through with adding the Question to 
the agenda, which it strongly appears that he will, 
then he clearly does not have a full commitment 
to devolving powers to Scotland. This is not to 
say that the Question should be ignored nor that 
Cameron should turn his back on his party. How-
ever, this aspect of the agenda is not in line with 
what Cameron originally offered. If he wants to 
follow through on his promise, he will work with 
the offers he initially proposed in order to both 
appeal to the Scots and remain loyal to his own 
party by putting off the Question for a later date. 

Still, the West Lothian Question is a legitimate 
issue that has caused a fierce debate since British 
Labour politician Tam Dalyell first proposed it in 

1977. Those who answer “no” to this question as-
sert the valid claim that if an issue arises concern-
ing England and no other territory, it does not 
seem fair that other territories can exercise author-
ity over England while England cannot recipro-
cate. However, it is only in rare circumstances that 
U.K. matters involve solely England. The Scottish 
parliament still receives most of its funding from 
Westminster and a change in England’s budget 
could have repercussions for Scotland. In this case 
Scottish MPs should be able to keep their right to 
vote even with devolved powers. 

 Westminster has until January 25, 2015 
to draft this bill and open it up to debate. It is not 
until May 2015, once general elections are over 
and the new Parliament has been instated, that 
the law will be passed. In this time, Cameron faces 
the considerable challenge of regaining the trust of 
the Scottish people. This may prove exceedingly 
difficult after reintroducing the West Lothian 
Question. Some Scots, like Alex Salmond, argue 
that people who voted “No” in the election were 
“tricked” into voting against independence and 
that Cameron should be “worried more about the 
anger of the ‘No’ voters than the opinion of the 
‘Yes’ voters.” If Scotland and England are to func-
tion as separate pieces of a congruous whole, then 
perhaps Westminster will keep their promises and 
show Scotland that they really are, as pro-Union 
campaigners passionately insisted, “better togeth-
er.”

an unfair addendum:
David cameron and the conservatives go back on their 
Promise to scotland
— Katherine Mercieca 

alex salmond (Left) and nicola sturgeon (Right) at the 
beginning of the independence conversation in 2007. 
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There is no reason to be concerned by last year’s 
European Parliament election results.  Although 
many point to the fact that several countries voted 
for Eurosceptic and far-right parties as a reason 
to have doubts about the ability of the European 
Union (EU) to effectively function, these fears are 
inflated.  The Parliament holds very little power 
as an institution of the EU, so the power of these 
relatively small groups is minimal at best. Europe 
still believes in the EU, and there is very little rea-
son for people to have doubts about its future.

 In May 2014, the EU countries went to 
the polls to elect new Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs).  Each member state is guar-
anteed at least six MEPs and a maximum amount 
of 96. There are a total of 750 MEPs, in addi-
tion to the President of Parliament. In this parlia-
mentary system, citizens vote for a party and the 
percent of the vote each party receives correlates 
with the percent of seats they are awarded.  These 
seats are then designated based on the list of can-
didates each party has released. Finally, each of 
these local parties has a transnational affiliation, 
which it blocs with in the European Parliament. 
For example, the United Kingdom Independence 
Party (UKIP), notorious for its opposition to EU 
membership, is affiliated with the Europe of Free-
dom and Democracy Party (EFDD). 

 The largest party in the current Euro-
pean Parliament is the Group of the European 
People’s Party, which leans center right. It holds 
221 seats or 29.43 percent of the parliament.  
The second largest group is the Progressive Alli-
ance of Socialists and Democrats at has 191 seats, 
followed by the European Conservatives and Re-
formists with 70 seats, and the Alliance of Liberals 
and Democrats for Europe with 67 seats, around 
nine percent.  The last quarter of seats available 
went to the so-called “Protest Parties.”  The Euro-
pean United Left/Nordic Green Party received 52 
seats, the Greens/European Free Alliance party got 
50 seats, and the EFDD got 48.  The last 52 seats 
went to unaffiliated MEPs.

 The key piece of information to know 
is that almost 69 percent of seats went to either a 
center left or center right party.  Simply put, more 

than a majority of the MEPs are supportive of the 
“European Project,” according to the Brookings 
Institute.  This information alone is enough to 
let one rest assured that the European Parliament 
will not vote itself out of existence in the next five 
years.  

However, it is reasonable to assume this num-
ber alone will not convince some people.  After 
all, the protest parties, which are on the poles of 
the political spectrum ranging from neo-fascism 
to communism, made considerable headway this 
past election, and people have legitimate fears that 
this could be a trend that will be seen more clearly 
in upcoming national elections.  

This is not the case.  Election results for the 
Parliament are skewed due to low turnouts, which 
give radical parties an edge.  The total turnout for 
the European Parliament election was 42 percent. 
Therefore, less than half of eligible voters actually 
went to the polls in May.  This number is the low-
est it has been in the past 20 years, down from 56 
percent in 1994.  For the four largest countries 
by MEPs, Italy had a turnout of 57 percent, Ger-
many 48 percent, France 42 percent, and the UK 
35 percent.  Of those countries only the UK and 
France showed signs of concern for whom they 
voted.  

In the UK, UKIP got 26 percent of the votes, 
and in France, Front National (FN) received 24 
percent.  These two parties are known for their 
Eurosceptic and racist platforms.  However, these 
numbers do not tell the full story.  In the British 

Parliament, UKIP only holds one seat, and that 
representative was formerly part of the Conserva-
tive Party.  In the French National Assembly, the 
FN only holds two seats.  While these parties are 
growing in stature in provincial levels of govern-
ment, they still hold very little power at the na-
tional level. Public disappointment at the slump-
ing European economy has helped these extreme 
parties garner support. The fact that these groups 
hold little to no power in their national govern-
ments, yet some in the European Parliament, 
shows that radicals vote more than moderates in 
the EU elections.  People located in the middle 
simply are not as driven to the polls for these elec-
tions as the more radical groups.  

The reason behind the low voter turnout is 
that the European Parliament is a weak institution 
with almost no power. The European Parliament 
has three main roles according to its website: “De-
bating and passing European laws, with the Coun-
cil; scrutinizing other EU institutions, particularly 
the Commission, to make sure they are working 
democratically; [and] debating and adopting the 
EU’s budget, with the Council.”  They cannot 
write laws. They cannot pass laws without consent 
of the European Council.  They cannot unilater-
ally allocate money. They are a check to the other 
branches, but in effect, if the Commission and 
Council want something, it will most likely be 
passed.  Their most substantial power is the ability 
to block a country from joining the EU, but due 
to the current state of the European economy, this 
is not likely to occur in the near future.  The Eu-
ropean Parliament is a fairly powerless body, and 
not many Europeans are concerned enough with 
it to take the time to vote.

The European Union is safe.  The European 
Parliament remains firmly in the hands of moder-
ates on both sides, and the rise of Euroscepticism 
– opposition to the EU –   is still fairly small on 
the continent.  People can sleep easy knowing that 
these most recent elections only offered radicals an 
ability to make themselves bigger than they actu-
ally are. Euroscepticism may be on the rise but it 
is still small, and is not currently a threat to the 
European Project. 

breathe slow and Relax: 
an examination of the european Parliament election Results
—Benjamin Newman

Flags of the european nations in front of the european 
Parliament. WIkImeDIa Commons
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beyond the front: 
the Rise of the front national in france
— Paul Sherman

During the May 2014 European elec-
tions, National Front used this slogan to 
attract voters. Considered a fringe party 
on the extreme right, National Front (FN) 
has been associated with racism and anti-
Semitism. Its platform has included anti-
European Union (EU), anti-immigration 
and protectionist economic policies. Despite 
some of these extreme positions, Marine Le 
Pen, FN’s leader, took France by storm in 
the EU elections and gained 25 percent of 
the popular vote, its highest vote total in any 
election. FN gained more seats than the two 
most prominent parties in France, the Union for a 
Popular Movement and the Socialist Party.  At first 
glance, it may be difficult to see the reasons for 
FN’s unexpected results. With a closer examina-
tion, however, one can see that the failures of the 
Socialist Party’s economic policies, in addition to 
scandals from the major political parties, are the 
most important reasons for FN’s success. Despite 
this alarming victory, it would appear that these 
results will not be indicative of a new trend in 
France.

Firstly, France’s economic struggles have partly 
fueled FN’s success. In 2012, President François 
Hollande promised to fix France’s economic woes. 
Over the past two years, the French economy has 
actually contracted (two percent in 2011 to 0.2 
percent and 0 percent in 2012 and 2013 respec-
tively, according to the World Bank). As of Sep-
tember 2014, 3.4 million people are jobless. Youth 
unemployment continues to be higher in France 
than in most other EU countries. The French pub-
lic and government have searched for the solutions 
that they were promised. These economic failures 
have allowed FN to use the “myth” that the blame 
for majority ethnic French unemployment lies 
with economic restructuring. By using such rheto-
ric, Marine Le Pen has taken advantage of France’s 
economic woes. 

FN’s rise can also be explained by the fact that 
the established parties on the left and right are in 
shambles. France’s mainstream leftist party, the So-
cialist Party (PS), cannot create a coherent econom-
ic policy to steer France back in the right direction. 
The Party has also become divided between those 

in favor of austerity measures and those who wish 
to increase spending. Meanwhile, on the right, 
the Union for a Popular Movement (UMP) has 
been rocked by corruption scandals, including the 
mismanagement of party funds during the 2012 
presidential campaign. Since the 2012 presidential 
elections, the UMP has struggled to find a leader 
and a policy direction. The French have become 
fed up with these parties and have looked for new 
answers. As a result, FN has been able to capitalize 
on the misfortunes of the major parties.

Despite its success, FN will likely not see 
success in national elections. According to John 
Lichfield, a reporter on France for the British 
newspaper The Independent, French voters recog-
nize that Marine Le Pen “does offer a chance to 
express inchoate rage against politicians, against 
Europe, against immigrants, against the markets,” 
but does not provide any solutions. It seems that 
“the wider French vote for the FN is an ostrich 
vote for the past; a vote against the present and a 
vote against an uncertain future”. In this case, the 
French public might have voted for FN because 
their policies would not have a substantial impact 
on their lives. Even with the gains made by FN 
and similar parties throughout Europe, those on 
the far-right in the EU Parliament will not have 
that much of an impact on policy, as they do not 
have a strong enough coalition to fight against the 
mainstream parties. Unless FN can provide some 
answers to France’s problems, they will not be able 

to last long, particularly if the UMP and PS 
can overcome their current challenges.

Even still, the impact of the major parties 
on the political system will offset the recent 
success of FN in the long run. The French 
electoral system allows for the creation of 
coalitions to win elections. France has a run-
off voting system that is composed of two 
rounds. Any candidate that receives more 
than 12.5 percent of the vote can compete in 
the second round. If parties feel that they will 
not be strong enough on their own to win, 
they can create coalitions with other parties. 

With the fear of the rise of Le Pen, parties will 
form coalitions to diminish FN’s power. It is likely 
that FN would not be able to form a coalition with 
other parties, since established parties seem to be 
more interested in reducing the FN’s power. Even 
if FN makes gains in the next French parliamen-
tary elections, they might not have the political 
power to change policy. 

Furthermore, the electoral system of the EU 
can allow for smaller parties to gain more influ-
ence, but that does not translate into legislative 
success. According to the European Parliament, 
EU elections can “incite or heighten the fragmen-
tation of the political system, sometimes leading to 
political instability.” Unlike the EU, France has a 
proportional representation system, which means 
that the number of seats allocated to a party are 
based on the percentage of the vote that party 
gained. People have become disgruntled with the 
EU, which has led to lower voter turnout. Elec-
tion numbers indicate that only forty percent of 
the general French public turned out for the EU 
elections. More French voters will turnout for na-
tional elections, which may mean that FN’s num-
bers might have been inflated.

While it may seem that FN will gain more in-
fluence in the future, the fact of the matter is that 
FN’s successes are more of a temporary blip than 
a major trend. FN has capitalized on the failures 
of the other major parties in France and its suc-
cess seems to be a product of the EU’s political 
and electoral system. It is likely that FN will not 
actually be included in the Oui à la France that it 
strongly supports.

marine le Pen sitting at the european Parliament. 
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Power Play: 
Why the eu must take action against Hungary’s Putin
Wannabe
— Daniel Karr

This past summer, Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban made international headlines by 
touting the success of authoritarian governments. 
In a televised speech, Orban cited economic growth 
from countries like Russia, Turkey, and China as 
justification for establishing an “illiberal state” in 
Hungary.  He pointed to the political dysfunction 
in the United States and growing inequality in 
western society as evidence that Hungary should 
move away from democracy and Western values. 
Orban’s speech highlights what many analysts 
have described as the “Putinization of Hungary”: 
the tendency of Orban’s government to strengthen 
its grip on power at the cost of freedoms and civil 
liberties. Beyond Orban’s rhetoric, recent actions 
by the Hungarian government have violated the 
principles of civil society and starkly contradict the 
European Union’s belief in democracy. In response 
to these acts, the European Union needs to take ac-
tion and remove Hungary’s voting rights as an EU 
member. Although it is possible this may further 
alienate Hungary, Orban’s attempts to consolidate 
power are unprecedented among EU member 
states and require a severe response.  

 Primarily, the Hungarian government 
has violated civil society during its crackdown on 
NGOs. This September, Hungarian police raided 
Oaktars and DemNet, two Norwegian NGOs, 
on the grounds that these organizations provided 
funding to opposition parties. Police had also car-
ried out earlier investigations against Oaktars this 
past summer. What is most concerning about these 
raids is that these NGOs are funded by a Norwe-
gian grant program, called the Norwegian Civic 
Fund. Its mission is to strengthen democratic val-
ues and social justice in Hungary. This crackdown 
suggests that Orban’s government is specifically 
targeting NGOs that are critical of the government 
or oppose Orban’s vision of an “illiberal state” in 
Hungary. In fact, Orban’s desire to restrict criti-
cism has been compared to similar crackdowns on 
civil society in autocracies such as Azerbaijan, Rus-
sia, and Egypt. 

The raids were widely criticized throughout the 
EU.  Norwegian’s Minister of EU affairs catego-
rized Orban’s crackdown as “a harassment of civil 
society”, and Norway’s government called on the 
EU to take action to prevent the Hungarian gov-

ernment from further undermining democracy. 
Similarly, the Hungarian Civil Liberties Union 
condemned the raids as an attempt to consolidate 
Orban’s hold on power. This criticism further sug-
gests that Orban is intentionally silencing opposi-
tion to his policies and reveals his desire to establish 
an increasingly authoritarian regime in Hungary. 

 Along these lines, Orban’s Fidesz party 
has also instituted constitutional changes that are 
an affront to civil liberties. Research conducted by 
Human Rights Watch reveals the extent to which 
Hungarian legislation has violated a variety of hu-
man rights. The report found that vague abortion 
laws passed by Fidesz limit the rights of women be-
cause the laws do not guarantee that women have 
access to safe and legal abortions. Newly passed 
laws exclude same-sex couples from the defini-
tion of a family, effectively enshrining LGBT dis-
crimination in the constitution. The findings also 
discussed how the government’s newly established 
media regulator, called the Media Council, directly 
restricts the freedom of the media. All media out-
lets must obtain licensing from the Media Coun-
cil, and independent media outlets have admitted 
they have been forced to self-censor their content. 
The state media television channel, MTVA, has 
also fired over a thousand employees since the cre-
ation of the Media Council, many of whom were 
opposed to political interference in their activities. 
Through its disregard for individual freedoms and 
Hungarian citizens’ right to a free press, Fidesz has 
demonstrated its values are completely inconsis-
tent with those of the EU.  

 Fidesz has also manipulated election 
rules, which allowed it to unfairly win a two-thirds 
majority in the parliament in elections last April. 
With this supermajority, Orban will be able to 
change the constitution at will and further consoli-
date his control over the government.  Fidesz only 
won 45 percent of the popular vote, and yet won 
88 percent of the seats. An analysis by The New 
York Times’ Paul Krugman reveals that Fidesz used 
strategic gerrymandering to influence election re-
sults. Krugman explains how Fidesz redrew Hun-
gary’s voting districts in order to cram opposition 
voters into fewer but disproportionately bigger dis-
tricts. As a result, opposition voters had less influ-
ence in the election because “it took more votes to 

elect an MP”. 
M o r e o v e r , 
K r u g m a n’s 
analysis notes 
that prior to 
the elections, 
Fidesz added 
a provision to 
the constitu-
tion that al-
lowed Hun-
garians living 
abroad to 
vote. Fidesz 
won 95 percent of these voters. Also, the system 
for counting these votes was not transparent and 
largely secretive. Not only did Orban’s government 
alter the constitution to unfairly win elections, 
but with a two-thirds majority, Fidesz will have 
no checks against its power to pass constitutional 
amendments. Orban has shown a disregard for the 
written law of his country and for the value of free 
and fair democratic elections. 

 Orban’s government’s actions directly 
undermine democracy and human rights in Hun-
gary. Orban has targeted civil society, violated 
civil liberties and the right to a free press, and ma-
nipulated the constitution to strengthen his hold 
on power. Last year, the EU parliament passed a 
resolution to condemn these acts as “incompat-
ible with the values” of its member states. The EU 
must uphold its commitment to democratic val-
ues and exercise its power under Article Seven of 
the Maastricht Treaty, which allows it to suspend 
voting rights of a member state. Voting rights give 
member states the ability to influence legislation 
of the European Council, and without this right, 
member states cannot veto legislation that directly 
affect their constituents. Removing Hungary’s vot-
ing rights would put political pressure on Orban’s 
government to end his consolidation of power in 
order to regain voting rights and satisfy his constit-
uents. According to Orban, Hungary’s “EU mem-
bership does not rule out this option” of an illiberal 
state in Hungary. He is incorrect, and the EU must 
make it clear that authoritarian governments are 
unacceptable and unsuitable for its member states.
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the eu in the era of Data Privacy
—Matt Rosenthal

In 2013, the European Union took a major 
step towards defining privacy rights in the new 
electronic era. The General Data Protection Reg-
ulation (GDPR), which the EU hopes to adopt 
by late 2014, is an attempt by the supranational 
body to unify data privacy laws across its member 
states. It will ensure that ‘data subjects’ (i.e. every-
day internet users) have the right to the ‘erasure’ of 
their data from companies, known as ‘data users,’ 
that collect usage patterns and publish undesir-
able material once the data becomes unnecessary 
or irrelevant. This proposed law places greater re-
sponsibility on data collectors, such as Google and 
Facebook, to ensure the security of individuals’ 
information. It also marks the first major effort by 
a government to modernize laws regulating elec-
tronic data collection. The 1995 Data Protection 
Directive guided the previous EU legal framework 
for the protection of personal data. It was tran-
scribed into the laws of individual member states, 
which resulted in divergent methods of enforce-
ment. Although the proposed law puts more pres-
sure on data processing companies and search en-
gines, it also represents the strongest attempt so far 
at creating a regulatory state that balances both the 
valid privacy concerns of many Internet users and 
the emerging market for Internet data.

 Questions over the extent to which com-
panies can ‘mine’ electronic data have been around 
for more than five years.  As the field of computer 
science developed, individuals became increasingly 
aware of tech companies’ ability to gather internet 

usage data that could potentially be sold to data 
users in order to maximize advertising revenues 
and analyze data trends. At first, many people did 
not worry about the growth in this field. However 
throughout the past five years, a series of discover-
ies about the data collection process, such as those 
about the extent of Google Adwords or targeted 
advertising, angered many data subjects and media 
outlets. Companies such as Facebook and Google 
have been increasingly called upon to ensure that 
subjects can choose what data these companies ac-
quire and that nefarious institutions do not steal 
such data.

 In 2014, the European Court of Justice 
validated the goals behind the GDPR, ruling that 
Mario Gonzalez was within his rights to request 
that Google erase search results uncovering his un-
paid debts. The ECJ also ruled that data protec-
tion laws apply to data users that are not based in 
Europe, but simply operate in it, and also to search 
engines. The GDPR in part makes this ruling the 
official position of the EU and places the burden 
of proof of a misuse of online data on the data sub-
ject, rather than on the data user.

 The GDPR is the strongest measure 
proposed by any government--national or trans-
national – to ensure data privacy in the modern 
technological era. First, and most importantly, the 
proposed regulation wrestles away data users’ near-
ly unrestrained power to analyze and sell subjects’ 
data. Companies across the world should not be 
able to gather usage patterns and search terms of 

each subject in order to maximize revenues. This 
process violates an individual’s right to privacy and 
treats each person as a commodity of sellable data. 
Companies should be able to gather this informa-
tion in such a way that eliminates any identifiable 
markers, but, currently, data users are not held to 
a high enough standard to do so. Internet users are 
therefore individually exploited. The GDPR does 
not eliminate these possibilities, but provides a 
path for subjects to take to combat this process.

Second, it implicitly creates a viable property-
rights regime for data collection by assigning limit-
ed control over an individual’s data to the data sub-
ject him or herself, not to the data collector. In the 
United States, many data users, such as advertising 
agencies, can buy electronic data from social net-
working sites. The subject has very little power to 
stop this. The US limits data collection on health 
information, credit information, and children, 
but nothing else. Only recently, through public 
shaming, have subjects been granted the ability to 
increase their privacy settings. Jacob Victor argues 
in the Yale Law Journal that the proposed regula-
tion in Europe, however, would allow data subjects 
to request the elimination of any identifiable data 
completely. It does not forbid data users from gath-
ering Internet users’ data entirely, but allows data 
subjects to stop them from using it after the fact 
– a viable and equitable solution that still allows 
for a data market. Moreover, the GDPR includes 
tacit property rights, which are easily applicable to 
other societies as well. 

companies across the world should not be able to 
gather usage patterns and search terms of each subject 
in order to maximize revenues. this process violates an 
individual’s right to privacy and treats each person as a 
commodity of sellable data.”
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Unfortunately, it is difficult to both allow a 
quasi-market for data and also ensure that it is un-
identifiable. The GDPR identifies ‘personal data’ 
as “any information relating to an identified or 
identifiable individual,” but it is not clear when 
a data subject becomes unidentifiable. As Francis 
Aldhouse, the former Deputy Information Com-
missioner in the United Kingdom notes, anony-
mous data is almost impossible. Even without any 
implicit identifiers, one can still use other data 
sets to deduce the identity of a certain subject. 
The GDPR does not cover anonymous data, so 
if companies can use this loophole to circumvent 
the “right to be forgotten,” the new regulations be-
come useless.

The GDPR also does not define clearly enough 
when this right can be invoked. Dejan Lazic, a 
European pianist, recently requested that a critical 
review written by the Washington Post be erased 
from the internet because Lazic believed it was 
slanderous and untrue. Confusions in the inter-
pretation of the intent of such journalistic pieces 
could hurt the effectiveness of the GDPR.

While the GDPR might face problems in de-
fining which data falls under its jurisdiction, it still 
remains the best proposal for regulating data col-
lection and can serve as a model for the US. After 
the NSA scandals and general public aversion to 
big data companies, it would be in the best interest 
of the US government to consider new regulations. 
The US can now look to European proposals for 
guidance on how to draft legislation that both al-
lows for the selling and collection of data, as well as 
the protection of subjects’ desire to remain anony-
mous. As negotiations to reach an EU-US free 
trade agreement approach, a common data privacy 
law is increasingly important. Despite the US and 
EU’s different histories and priorities, the GDPR’s 
implicit property rights regime can be applied to 
American ideals. It is the best legal framework for 
data protection so far in this new, controversial 
policy field.
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bosnian nationalism in light of the october
elections
—Sindhu Kadhiresan

On October 12, 2014 Bosnian voters set out 
for the polls to elect both national and local repre-
sentatives. Despite this democratic election, Bosnia 
is progressing at an extremely slow rate towards its 
integration into the European Union. The country 
remains hindered by economic turmoil and un-
employment rates brought about by the Bosnian 
War in 1992. This election, which was the sev-
enth election since the Dayton Peace Agreement 
was established in 1995, has been categorized by 
ethnic division, disillusionment with the political 
elites, and a push for a more egalitarian constitu-
tion.  The elections determined the members of 
the regional parliaments for each entity of Bosnia 
– the Serb Republic (Republika Srpska) and the 
Muslim-Croat Federation – as well as the mem-
bers of Bosnia’s joint presidency, which consist of 
a Croat, a Muslim, and a Serb.  It is evident from 
the individual campaigns that each candidate was 
catering to and targeting individual ethnic groups. 
As of now, it is difficult to predict if the election 
results will continue to encourage the ethnic di-
vide or instead begin the healing process for this 
divide among the Bosnian people. However, it is 
clear that those elected must uphold their respon-
sibility to unify Bosnia. Otherwise, Bosnia will be 
headed towards a dangerous future rampant with 
unemployment, poverty, and an ethnic divide that 
will surely turn violent.

The current turmoil can be traced back to the 
devastating three year war fought between 1992 
and 1995, centered on the question of whether 
Bosnia should remain a part of the Yugoslav Fed-
eration. Deep ethnic divides played a key role as 
different groups targeted one another, resulting in 
war crimes and crimes against humanity, including 
the Srebrenica genocide and “ethnic cleansing.”  In 
fact, ethnic cleansing is a euphemism that was first 
widely used for this conflict in particular. The term 
refers to the mass expulsion or killing of members 
of an unwanted ethnic or religious society – in 
this case, those who were most affected were the 
Bosnian Muslims. What emerged from the devas-
tating conflict was an independent but greatly di-
vided Bosnia. Currently, there are three main eth-
nic groups within the country:  Bosniaks (Bosnian 
Muslims), Croats (predominantly Roman Catho-

lic) and Serbs (predominantly Orthodox Chris-
tians).  Peace arrived in the form of the 1995 Day-
ton Peace Accord, which, while ending the war, 
further propagated the pre-existing divisions.  The 
accord set up two separate bodies: a Bosniak-Croat 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as 
the Bosnian Serb Republic (Republika Srpska), 
each with its own government and enforcing bod-
ies. The economic, political and social aftermath 
of the war did not paint a promising picture of the 
future.  Nearly two million people were displaced 
as a result of ethnic cleansing and other disrup-
tive measures.  The economy was in pieces. And 
perhaps most importantly, Bosnia’s government 
became more prone to corruption than ever before 
as a result of the entrenched ethnic and political 
divides.

Bosnia has made an attempt towards progress 
and stability, but there have been some setbacks. 
In late 2005, European Union foreign ministers 
approved talks on a Stabilization and Association 
Agreement (SAA) between Bosnia and Herze-
govina and the European Union. This agreement 
encouraged the Bosnian people to seal the ethnic 
divide and eventually apply for EU membership. 
Despite the fact that the SAA was signed in 2008, 
the implementation of the Agreement has yet to 
occur as Bosnia has not yet made the required 
constitutional amendments needed for imple-
mentation.  In February, violent mass protests 
erupted over disillusionment with the political and 
economic elites. The October elections served to 
reflect the tense political and ethnic climate cur-
rently in Bosnia.

Along with the tension, there is an abundance 
of political parties and coalitions.  The two main 
groups of the Dayton agreement are still in place, 
and a total of sixty-five parties and twenty-four 
coalitions were certified by the Central Election 
Commission to run for the various posts.  At the 
state level, the election decided the three members 
of the joint presidency as well as the forty-two 
delegates to the lower house of the national par-
liament. The main issues up for debate were the 
stagnant economy, high unemployment, and the 
abolishment of the ethnic divides, as many groups 
(such as the International Crisis Group) want the 

Dayton agreement to be revisited and revised to 
be more inclusive and whole.  Contenders for 
the joint presidency in particular included Bakir 
Izetbegović (head of main Muslim SDA party), 
Željka Cvijanović (for the Serbs) and Dragan 
Čović (for the Croats).  Each candidate seemed to 
have his own political agenda, and only Izetbegović 
seemed to be willing to work towards overcoming 
the deadlock blocking Bosnia’s integration into the 
European Union and NATO.  Despite the tension 
among the candidates, the Bosnian people have 
elected Dragan Čović (on behalf of the Croats), 
Mladen Ivanić (on behalf of the Serbs), and Bakir 
Izetbegović (on behalf of the Bosniaks).  

 These elections will have far-reaching 
ramifications for Bosnia’s future. As the national-
ists from the rival ethnic groups claimed victory 
(Čović and Ivanić), the ethnic divisions will most 
likely deepen and instability within Bosnia will in-
crease.  The individual ethnic groups are bent on 
working only to better their individual populaces, 
rather than Bosnia as a whole, creating a deadlock 
that will eventually weaken the joint presidency.  It 
is apparent that although the Bosnian people seem 
as though they voted for change, the fundamental 
questions of the Bosnian War – national identity, 
ethnic distinctions and government structure – 
have yet to be resolved. It appears that they will re-
main that way until the appropriate candidates are 
elected.  A journalist based in Sarajevo explained, 
“If those parties don’t take in the seriousness of the 
situation and the message sent by the population 
during February’s protests, what will come next 
will be much more violent.”  And he is right – it 
is up to those in power to unify Bosnia before the 
country tumbles into a dark future of unemploy-
ment, poverty, and a volatile ethnic divide.

Polling station in sarajevo. WIkImeDIa Commons
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live and let live: 
the Rivalry in georgia’s executive branch
—Jon Vreede

In November 2013, Georgia witnessed a dual in-
auguration. On November 17, Giorgi Margvelash-
vili was sworn in as Georgia’s fourth President. Three 
days later, new Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili as-
sumed office as well. On the surface, these two have 
much in common. Both are members of the ruling 
Georgian Dream (GD) coalition, which took power 
for the first time in 2012. Neither was involved in 
politics until 2012, at which time both were chosen 
to be ministers in the cabinet of then-Prime Minis-
ter Bidzina Ivanishvili. However, beneath these simi-
larities, a rivalry is simmering, as the President and 
Prime Minister jockey to be the dominant player in 
Georgia. If the pair is unable to put this rivalry aside, 
it will pose a serious threat to Georgia’s democratic 
development, and have major repercussions for the 
Caucasus region.

The emergence of this rivalry was predictable. 
Margvelashvili’s inauguration also marked the inau-
guration of new amendments to the Georgia con-
stitution. These amendments transferred significant 
power away from the President and to the Prime 
Minister. The Prime Minister and his cabinet are 
now the supreme executive authority in Georgia, 
but the President remains head of state, commander 
in chief, and represents the country in foreign af-
fairs. This formulation leaves room for interpreta-
tion as to which office should command the most 
power, and this lack of clarity has led to conflict. 
Since then, there have been various disagreements 
between the two on political matters and prestige, 
quarreling over who should officially sign Georgia’s 
EU Association Agreement. The divisions have also 
been exacerbated by the influential former PM Ivan-
ishvili, who is widely perceived as favoring his proté-
gée and hand-picked successor, Garibashvili. Within 
the past two months, Ivanishvili has delivered several 
stinging public rebukes of President Margvelashvili, 
accusing the later of being a self-aggrandizing ob-
structionist.  Staunch pro-Garibashvili partisans in 
the tabloid press have thrown more fuel on the fire 
by questioning Margvelashvili’s loyalty to GD, and 
implying that he is secretly working to undermine 
the government’s programs. 

Although tension has been brewing through-
out the past year, the rivalry came to a head during 
preparations for the 2014 United Nations General 
Assembly. Both President Margvelashvili and Prime 
Minister Garibashvili asserted that it was their 

duty to lead the Georgian 
delegation, and for some 
time it appeared that there 
would be two compet-
ing Georgian delegations. 
Eventually, Margvelashvili 
agreed to let Garibashvili 
lead the delegation. Shortly 
thereafter, however, a copy 
of Margvelashvili’s UN invitation was leaked, re-
uniting the dispute. The leaked papers indicated 
that the Foreign Ministry received Margvelashvili’s 
personal invitation three months before the Prime 
Minister made plans to attend, but Margvelashvili 
was not informed of the invitation until after Gari-
bashvili announced he would go to the UN.  This 
disagreement over leadership duties is emblematic of 
the breakdown in relations between Georgia’s two 
highest officials. 

If this type of conflict continues, it will be a ma-
jor setback for Georgia and the region as a whole. 
Margvelashvili’s assumption of office marked Geor-
gia’s first democratic transition between presidents. 
Democratic development is fragile in Georgia, and 
the country can ill afford any setbacks. Less than 
ten years ago, Georgia was mired in corruption 
and led by a series of autocratic presidents, and was 
embroiled in a civil war in the mid-1990s. Conflict 
among the executive branch could undermine the 
political and economic progress made since then and 
any backsliding could threaten Georgia’s ambition 
to join NATO and the EU.  An escalation in acri-
mony between the president and prime minster will 
not only reduce the effectiveness of government, but 
also polarize the Georgian people as well. Relations 
between the Georgian Dream coalition and Georgia 
largest opposition party, the United National Move-
ment (UNM), are already very poor and character-
ized by frequent accusations by both sides of abuses 
of power and political persecution. At the moment, 
GD retains a comfortable majority in Parliament, 
and thus control of the government. But infighting 
amongst the coalition members will put severe strain 
on the coalition, and possibly lead to the creation of 
new factions that may retain an animosity towards 
both the old GD and the UNM, making governing 
almost impossible. One coalition member, the Free 
Democrats Party led by popular former Defense 
Minister Irakli Alasania, has broken away from GD. 

If President Margvelashvili were to defect as well, it 
could be the death knell for the GD coalition. 

 A continued clash within the executive branch 
also has wider geopolitical ramifications. Georgia 
borders Russia, whose shadow looms large in the 
Caucasus. The Russians used internal tensions to 
break Abkhazia and South Ossetia off from Georgia 
in the 1990s, and there is no reason to believe they 
will try not to intervene again to ensure Georgia re-
mains weak and unable to respond to overt Russian 
aggression. The 2008 war between Russia and Geor-
gia perfectly demonstrates Russia desire to avoid a 
strong neighbor with close ties to European Union 
and NATO. Sharp divisions at the executive level 
would provide the Russians with the perfect oppor-
tunity to play different factions off of one another, to 
the detriment of groups that favor Euro-Atlantic in-
tegration. Russia could then use Georgia as a captive 
ally, remove the possibility of another NATO coun-
try on Russia’s border, and complete its absorption 
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia unhindered. Russia 
would also have the ability to influence the transmis-
sion of natural gas through the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
pipeline and thwart the European Union’s efforts to 
move its sources of natural gas, away from Russian 
control. To divert Georgia- the most staunchly pro-
Western country in the South Caucasus - away from 
a path towards integration with the West would be a 
major propaganda coup for the Kremlin.

If the rivalry between the President and Prime 
Minister of Georgia continues to go unchecked, it 
will be a setback for both Georgia and the region as 
a whole. Disagreement between the two leaders is 
understandable, as they determine how to live under 
a new a constitution. However, these disagreements 
cannot be allowed to burgeon. The current situation 
is not out of control yet and there is still time to sort 
out the relationship between president and prime 
minister. By doing so, they will create a stronger and 
united Georgia.
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omanisation:
moving beyond the Quotas
— Lissa Kryska

Oman is a relatively small country on the Ara-
bian Gulf that has built its economy on revenues 
from exporting large quantities of oil.  However, 
with a BP report predicting that the country’s oil 
reserves will run out as soon as 2030, Oman has 
increasingly focused on making its economy less 
dependent on oil.  Attempts to strengthen the 
economy have emphasized diversification, as well 
as the implementation of a set of policies that have 
collectively been called “Omanisation,” and which 
put in place quotas for the percentage of Omanis 
who must be employed in any given position or 
industry.  Currently, there are large numbers of ex-
patriate workers in the country; 30 percent of the 
population is made up of immigrants.  Immigrant 
workers can be found at all levels of the economy, 
with oil companies frequently hiring employees 
from abroad for high-skill positions, and workers 
from India, Pakistan, east Africa, and southeast 
Asia frequently filling low-skill and domestic labor 
jobs. With a reported unemployment rate hover-
ing around 15 percent and many native Omanis 
struggling to find work, “Omanisation” attempts 
to leverage Oman’s resources for the good of its 
citizens, at the expense of foreign workers.  While 
it is certainly true that Oman will need to continue 
creating more jobs for Omanis, current policies do 
not adequately address the economic weaknesses 
contributing to high unemployment. Building 
a successful economy going forward will require 
continual improvement of the education system, 
increased rights for immigrant workers, and dra-
matic changes in government hiring policies.

Companies that need to fill highly technical 
positions often have trouble finding Omanis with 
the necessary education and skill set.  Half of the 
Omani population is under 25 years old.  While 
the education system has been greatly improved, 
this progress has been made gradually since ruler 
Sultan Qaboos took power in 1970.  Many of 
those in the older generations do not have high 
levels of formal education. It will take time for 
younger and more educated workers to make their 
way into the workforce and to prove themselves a 
reliable alternative to foreign competitors. 

Gender roles also affect the education level of 
the workforce as a whole. Despite the fact that in 
Oman’s conservative culture, many women still do 
not work, there are now more women than men 
who go to university in Oman.  Many men who 

aren’t accepted into top universities simply 
skip higher education all together, as it’s usu-
ally more profitable for them to immediately 
take a job somewhere in the government than 
to pursue higher education.  Creating policies 
that encourage more women to work would in-
crease the level of education of the workforce 
as a whole, but might be unpopular, especially 
while men remain unemployed.  Regardless, 
the government’s education efforts must include 
a push that encourages more women to work.  A 
more educated workforce will create a stronger 
economy and more jobs for people at all levels in 
the long run.  

While gaps in education and skill levels pre-
vent Omanis from working in many high-skill 
positions, they are also absent in many low-skill 
fields.  These low-skill positions make up a larger 
number of jobs within the country and should be 
more attainable for Omanis, yet expatriate workers 
dominate these fields.  

Foreign, low-skill workers are frequently mis-
treated; companies sometimes take their passports, 
only allowing them to go home once every few 
years, and they are often paid very little and are 
provided few benefits.  It is much more expensive 
to hire an Omani worker than a foreign one, espe-
cially since a 2013 increase in the minimum wage 
for locals.  As the whole Gulf region faces increased 
scrutiny over labor practices following horrific rev-
elations about the conditions foreign workers have 
faced in Qatar during World Cup preparations, 
Oman has an opportunity to be a regional leader.  
They must enact laws providing more protection 
to foreign workers, which would both prevent hu-
man rights abuses and take away much of the in-
centive for companies not to hire Omani workers 
for these jobs. 

 The low-skill migrant workers also require ser-
vices that create jobs for Omanis. This relationship 
was demonstrated when deportations of undocu-
mented workers in 2011 led to a large decrease in 
taxi usage in Muscat.  Many Omanis work as taxi 
drivers, and the loss of so many customers caused 
their earnings to drop dramatically.  The Omani 
government should try to capitalize on this, rather 
than driving foreign workers out of the country.

Another problem in building the Omani econ-
omy is that many Omanis would prefer to work 
for the government than to take any private sector 

job.  Government jobs are usually well paying and 
offer extra benefits like mandated vacation time for 
holidays.  Most importantly, they are- at least for 
the moment- seen as incredibly stable jobs since 
the government is not hiring based on its needs 
or the state of the economy, but simply to provide 
people with jobs.

Following protests during the Arab Spring in 
Oman in 2011, the government began an aggres-
sive campaign to create more jobs.  In the military 
and police force, as well as throughout the rest of 
the government, people are essentially employed 
for the sake of maintaining social stability, while 
lacking real skills or any actual job responsibili-
ties.  One Omani official was quoted as saying that 
these new hires do “nothing,” and “are absorb[ed] 
into the system on paper only.”

The government has recognized that this is a 
problem, and the hiring has slowed, but many of 
these jobs still exist.  The government is under-
standably reluctant to take so many jobs away.  
However, rather than maintaining these jobs in-
definitely, the government could use its money to 
pay people to go through intensive training pro-
grams that would provide them with relevant pri-
vate sector skills. It could provide grants to Oma-
nis interested in entrepreneurship.  It could even 
turn its jobs programs into something more along 
the lines of the American Depression-era Works 
Progress Administration, where employees worked 
on various public projects around the country, 
rather than sitting idle.   

 Oman has a young population, and will 
need to provide increased job growth and oppor-
tunities as more and more of its population en-
ters the workforce.  However, enforcing quotas on 
companies without addressing the root problems- 
lack of education, the poor conditions accepted for 
immigrant workers, and a lack of interest in non-
government jobs- will not be successful in creating 
the jobs needed for the next generation of Omanis. 
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Democracy in Post-spring middle east: 
a necessary condition for stability
—Moaz Sinan

The advent of the Arab Spring in 2011 in-
vigorated hopes for peace and stability for many 
Middle Easterners. To those Arabs, the introduc-
tion of a democratic system within their respective 
countries would have provided a pedestal for the 
fluid dissemination of ideas for all citizens, remov-
ing the volatility of a political environment that 
had been a lingering catalyst for the Middle East’s 
instability. Three years later, a superficial examina-
tion of the conditions of the countries that took 
part in the Arab Spring suggests that the liberal-
ization of the political atmosphere exacerbated the 
stability of those countries instead. Egypt finds 
itself more polarized than it ever has been, with 
pro-Morsi supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood 
denying the legitimacy of the military government 
of General Abdul Fattah Al-Sisi through protests 

and other acts of civil disobedience. Syria, torn 
over the idea of Assad as a leader, has been plagued 
with a catastrophic civil war that has led to nearly 
200,000 deaths and the rise of extremist militant 
groups that threaten its viability as a coherent state. 
A more scrutinizing examination reveals that the 
absence of a lasting democratic political environ-
ment is responsible for this very instability. 

The military coup in Egypt that removed the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s Mohammad Morsi intro-
duced a government whose questionable legitima-
cy allowed for protests to thrive. The military gov-
ernment had ushered itself into power without a 
poll, citing mere estimates of the number of people 
at the counter-revolutionary Tamarrod protests as 
a legitimizing factor to their coup. The uncertainty 
surrounding the actual number of protestors con-

tinues to poke a hole in the military government’s 
claims to legitimacy, providing a rallying point 
around which pro-Morsi demonstrators’ protest. 
For the Muslim Brotherhood supporters, Moham-
med Morsi had won the post-revolution elections, 
basing his claim to legitimacy on clear-cut num-
bers.

Despite the outcome of the polls, protests 
would emerge within less than a year, citing the 
illiberal nature of the Brotherhood government as 
a legitimizing factor to their calls for its overthrow. 
The coup that would arise out of these protests, 
however, set off a dangerous precedent for Egypt 
and the Middle East as a whole. Though the pro-
Morsi government may have implemented illiberal 
policies during its tenure, the coup would once 
again bring up the question of legitimate leader-

a poster encouraging Tunisians to vote in upcoming elections. WIkImeDIa Commons



ship to the Egyptian political scene. This point of 
contention would provide a point for pro-Morsi 
supporters to rally around, allowing the possibility 
for clashes like the one that took place in Rabaa in 
August of 2013 to occur. Instead of providing a 
clear answer for who the legitimate ruler would be, 
the coup created a political environment in where 
the trajectory of the country would be determined 
by dueling protests, making it difficult to explic-
itly determine the majority idea. Democracy solves 
this very problem. It provides dueling ideas a plat-
form to debate antagonistic ideas and provides the 
mechanisms for establishing the clear majority idea 
in a given situation. 

Furthermore, in the Egyptian context, pre-
venting a democratic mechanism from being 
implemented would serve to radicalize the many 
Islamists who believe in a state-centered approach 
in their ideologies. Militant extremists have fre-
quently put forth the idea that Western imperial-
ism has been responsible for the prevention of the 
implementation of Islamist policies in the Middle 
East. The coup allowed Islamists who believed 
in an approach that was antagonistic to the state 
to convince those that believed in a rather state-
centered approach that only a militant approach to 
Islamism would succeed. More extreme ideas tend 
to develop with such militant approaches. This dis-
illusionment can be seen in the transformation of 
Ahmed Al-Darawi, a Muslim Brotherhood figure 
who protested in Tahrir Square in 2011, but has 
since died fighting for ISIS in Iraq. Sources had 
told the Washington Post that though Al-Darawi 
had Islamist tendencies, he was a strong opponent 
of the idea of taking up arms. This transformation 
took place out of desperation and the belief that 
his solution to the Middle East’s problems had 
been frequently suppressed. The implementation 
of a democratic system would place such beliefs 
under the public’s scrutiny. Moreover, if the Mus-
lim Brotherhood were to lose in a democratic elec-
tion, its members would recognize that its failure 
is due to the Egyptian public’s choice and not due 
to Western suppression. Despite the illiberal na-
ture of the Morsi’s regime, those supporting the 
military coup should have looked to a future elec-
tion to dispose of him. A democratic system would 
naturally dispose of an unpopular ideology. 

 The presence of a democratic system in 
Syria could have prevented the opposition from 
taking on more extremist influences. To Assad’s 
advantage, the uprising against him quickly milita-
rized in response to his regime’s harsh suppression. 
This militarization would sway those that opposed 
Assad towards more Islamist leaning tendencies. 
With the dueling sides fighting each other mili-
tarily, the grassroots activists that were calling for 
more a more liberal vision for the future of Syria 
would soon become irrelevant. Those grassroots 
activists are unlikely to be willing to take up arms 
against the Syrian state and assert their dominance 
in a martial playing field. Extremists, on the other 
hand, would be more than willing to challenge 
the state with arms, making them a formidable 
party for opposition members with fluid loyalties 
to align with due to their influence. In a political 
environment characterized by a democracy, ideas 
challenge each other based off of their popularity 
instead of military strengths. It is in the political 
front-line where we would see the opposition in 
Syria return to its more secular and inclusive roots 
and see the extremists’ influences wane. 

 Introducing democracies to the Middle 
East would help ensure the stability of the region. 
Disputes over legitimacy would be decided upon 
with explicit numbers from national elections, re-
moving the many disputes over legitimacy we find 
in the Middle East today. It would dispel the nar-
rative that it is Western imperialism preventing the 
implementation of Islamist policies in the Middle 
East and push Islamists towards a more state-cen-
tered approach. It would allow the proliferation of 
ideas based on their popularities, rather than the 
military strength of its supporters, waning the in-
fluence of extremists within the region. Consider-
ing democracy’s implications, it is not surprising 
that we don’t see these hallmarks of instability in 
Tunisia today. Tunisia had dueling parties debat-
ing the role of Islam in its future and when the 
polls revealed that the Ennahda party had lost, the 
Islamists in Ennahda conceded without a fight. It 
is only with the implementation of democracies 
that the Middle East will alleviate many of the root 
causes of its instability. 
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containing the spillover:
Why lebanon’s military is the Key to staving off threats from
syria
—Ali N. Habhab

As violence continued to engulf Syria 
in the first quarter of 2012, Lebanon’s 
political leaders scrambled to prevent the 
troubles across the border from becom-
ing their own. On June 11, 2012, the 
anti-Assad March 14 and pro-Damascus 
March 8 coalitions met at the Presi-
dential Palace in Baabda, Lebanon and 
signed what would become Lebanon’s 
most important political solution since 
the 1989 Taif Agreement, which ended 
the country’s 15-year civil war. This “Baabda Dec-
laration” called for a strict policy of neutrality to-
wards the Syrian Civil War and was championed 
as the best means for peace among the Lebanese 
political factions quarreling over the neighboring 
conflict. And although the policy did limit vio-
lence through its first year of implementation, a 
string of bombings in Beirut and armed insurrec-
tion near the Syrian border would soon put Leba-
non at risk of all out civil war. 

With the spillover from the Syrian Civil War 
reaching a boiling point, the March 14 coalition, 
led by Western-backed Saad Hariri, and the Hez-
bollah-led March 8 alliance both accused the other 
of causing the recent spells of violence. The March 
14 coalition blamed Hezbollah’s intervention in 
Syria for increased militant attacks and the March 
8 coalition accused March 14 party members of 
providing cover and support to Islamic jihadists 
fighting in Syria. The rift between the two factions 
increased tensions between Lebanon’s Sunni and 
Shi’ite populations and has left little room for dia-
logue. Meanwhile, the situation has deteriorated 
further due to a presidential vacuum and a vio-
lent struggle between the Lebanese Armed Forces 
and terrorist groups, specifically Jabhat Al-Nusra 
and the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), in 
the country’s northeast. Despite the rhetoric es-
poused by both sides, it is clear that few wish to 
see a return to the kind of violence that persisted 
in Lebanon during its civil war. Ultimately, how-
ever, real stability can only take hold in Lebanon 
when the internal factions clashing over the Syr-
ian conflict unify themselves in support for the 
country’s security forces in their efforts to root 
out militant threats. Furthermore, the presiden-
tial vacuum must be filled by a leader who tran-

scends political fault lines and puts the security of 
the Lebanese people above all other interests. 

On August 15, 2013, a car bomb was deto-
nated on a busy street corner in the southern Bei-
rut suburb of Ruwaiss, killing 21 and wounding 
dozens more. The blast targeted Southern Bei-
rut’s Shi’ite population for what its perpetrators 
deemed retaliation for Hezbollah’s intervention on 
the side of the Damascus government in the Syrian 
Civil War. This bombing marked the beginning of 
a series of terrorist attacks on civilian and military 
targets throughout Lebanon, shattering the tenu-
ous peace brought on by the National Dialogue at 
Baabda. The wave of terror that gripped Lebanon 
from late 2013 through early 2014 would have 
very important policy implications. It marked a 
change in strategy for the Lebanese Armed Forces 
(LAF), who previously had been keen on avoiding 
any confrontation. In fact, the same military lead-
ers who had urged compliance to Baabda would 
soon be leading the charge against militants across 
the country. The military needed to act decisively 
against terrorism, and so they did. 

As bombings rippled through Beirut and at-
tacks on military checkpoints in areas near the 
Syrian border increased, the conflict between He-
zbollah and Syrian rebels in the Qalamoun region 
of Syria began to spill into Lebanese territory. 
The conflict intensified in July of 2014, centered 
on militant movements through the Arsal border 
region in northeastern Lebanon, home to tens of 
thousands of Syrian refugees. The crisis reached its 
climax on August 2nd, when militants from Jabhat 
Al-Nusra and ISIS attacked several LAF positions 

in the region, killing several soldiers. Instead 
of avoiding confrontation as previous policy 
dictated, the military advanced upon Arsal, 
culminating in a battle that left 17 soldiers 
dead, along with dozens of militants, accord-
ing to Reuters. The subsequent expulsion of 
militants from the region and kidnapping of 
19 LAF members dramatically changed the 
landscape of Lebanon’s involvement in the 
war next door. And although the army paid 
a heavy price, its offensive against militant 

elements in the country paved a road for future 
stability and political resolutions. It is therefore 
important that Lebanese political leaders, regard-
less of allegiance, unify behind the LAF’s efforts to 
improve Lebanon’s security situation. 

As military engagements continue to pre-
occupy the LAF in the east, political turmoil in 
Beirut has also opened the door to instability.  In 
the spring of 2014, President Michel Sleiman, the 
principal champion of the Baabda Declaration, al-
lowed his term to expire without seeking re-elec-
tion. The country’s Parliament, tasked with elect-
ing the President, remains deeply divided along 
factional lines, unable to agree on a successor. The 
resulting presidential vacuum has left Lebanon 
without a crucial unifying voice. In the wake of 
the military’s offensive, it is important that poli-
cymakers agree on a president who is acceptable 
to both sides and supportive of counterterrorism 
measures by the LAF. The next president must be 
willing to sacrifice political capital for the chance 
of an enduring political solution.

In Lebanon’s recent history, hopes for stabil-
ity have been relegated to an afterthought. In the 
wake of the Syrian Civil War, they have become a 
near impossibility. Despite this difficulty, it is the 
responsibility of the government to do what it can 
to bring some semblance of normalcy to the lives 
of its citizens. As disassociation with Syria fell into 
discord, it was critical for the military to intervene 
and prevent militant takeovers, like those wit-
nessed in Iraq and elsewhere. As a result, the bick-
ering factions of Lebanon must voice their support 
for those sacrificing themselves for its safety. If nor-
malcy is to have any chance, it must be pursued by 
all Lebanese, irrelevant of past, present, and future 
transgressions. 

Lebanese soldier stands guard during a spell 
of violence in Tripoli. WIkImeDIa Commons
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learning from the Past:
funding “moderate” Rebels
—Brendan Failla

From June to August of this year, the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) grabbed the world’s 
attention after swiftly capturing the Iraqi cities 
of Mosul and Tikrit, threatening genocide of the 
Yazidi population near the Sinjar Mountains, and 
marching within miles of the Kurdish capital of 
Erbil. The actions of ISIS triggered an internation-
al response, including a United States-led coalition 
air campaign. Most recently, the U.S. has con-
sidered forging a military partnership with rebel 
groups fighting alongside the Free Syrian Army 
(FSA). However, it is best for the United States 
and its coalition partners to seize current funding 
and avoid future arming and training of the FSA. 
Funding “moderate” or “secular” rebels in Syria 
could have unforeseeable consequences. 

The FSA is only an umbrella term consisting 
of numerous sub-brigades run by the Supreme 

Military Council (SMC). Originally, the FSA was 
formed to protect Syrian protesters from violent 
government crackdowns, but the group has splin-
tered into various brigades subscribing to contrast-
ing ideologies and motives. Elizabeth O’Bagy, in 
her report for the Institute for the Study of War, 
emphasizes that the FSA consists of a plethora of 
opposition groups encompassing a wide range of 
“individual actors and ideologies.” Ms. O’Bagy 
also acknowledges that “some support may flow to 
the more radical forces” within the FSA. With a 
lack of human intelligence on the ground in Syria, 
the United States cannot ensure its weapons and 
equipment are being sent to the appropriate lead-
ers and brigades. 

The idea of a moderate opposition group hop-
ing to expel foreign terrorist groups and challenge 
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad is more of an illu-

sion than a reality on the battlefield. Marc Lynch 
of the Washington Post agrees when he writes, 
“The FSA was always more fiction than reality, 
with a structure on paper masking the reality of 
highly localized and fragmented fighting groups 
on the ground . . . Syria’s civil war has long been 
a dizzying array of local battles, with loose and 
rapidly shifting alliances.” With these fluctuating 
alliances bound by weak ties, the FSA is no more 
than an unreliable and multi-faceted group, and 
the United States, along with its coalition partners, 
should not entrust a disorganized group with ad-
vanced weaponry. 

In the past, providing both lethal and non-
lethal aid to non-state actors has led to unintended 
consequences. Specifically, in the 1980s, the U.S. 
sought to contain the Soviet military’s intervention 
in Afghanistan by equipping the anti-communist 

Fsa rebels cleaning their weapons in Homs. WIkImeDIa Commons



Afghan mujahideen (Arabic for “someone who 
struggles”). The withdrawal of Soviet troops in 
1988 and the subsequent Afghan Civil War shat-
tered the nation, and left a power vacuum that 
the Taliban eventually exploited. In September of 
1996, the Taliban seized control of Kabul. Con-
sequently, many U.S.-backed mujahideen once 
empowered by the United States turned towards 
an insurgency. The Taliban was in charge of Af-
ghanistan and harboring al-Qaeda, all with left-
over U.S. weapons still in the hands of insurgents. 
What current lessons can the U.S. and coalition 
partners learn from Arab nations who have sup-
plied rebels in Syria from the start? Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia have accelerated a proxy war against 
the Assad regime, competitively sending stock-
piles of weapons and support to a wide range of 
rebel groups in Syria. This fundraising style, which 
Elizabeth Dickinson of Foreign Policy describes as 
“haphazardly backing dozens of brigades” while 
they fight for a greater share of funding, pushed 
certain fighters and commanders towards stronger 
and more effective groups such as Nusra and ISIS. 
Large portions of weapons and supplies ended up 
in the wrong hands yet again. 

With so many rivaling factions seeking to 
usurp power, the conditions are suitable for a 
similar situation to occur in post-civil war Syria. 
Groups such as the Islamic State, Jabhat al-Nusra, 
Islamic Front, and the Free Syrian Army comprise 
an array of conflicting agendas and ideologies. 
Weapons sent into such a volatile environment 
could likely end up in the wrong hands. An article 
from the Middle East Institute titled “Arming Syr-
ia Rebels Too Risky for Washington,” mirrors this 
concern, warning that there is no system in place 
to track where weapons end up “after being carried 
into the fog of battle by the fractured and ever-
shifting rebel groups” involved in the conflict. If 
the FSA loses battles and surrenders territory, ISIS 
and other extremist Islamist groups would capture 
U.S. equipment. This scenario became a reality on 
November 2, when Nusra Front (al-Qaeda’s affili-
ate in Syria) captured numerous towns and villages 
in Syria’s northern Idlib province, and forced two 
U.S. backed FSA rebel brigades, Harakat Hazm 
and Syria Revolutionary Front, to surrender or de-

fect. Nusra’s operation reportedly led to the seizure 
of U.S. weaponry provided to the western-backed 
rebel groups in the region.  

Furthermore, rival rebel groups still share simi-
lar goals of toppling Assad and thus interact closely 
in certain military operations. U.S. supplies and 
weapons could be used in a concerted effort be-
tween the FSA and other extremist groups. While 
Nusra attacks certain FSA brigades in northern 
Syria, Stanford University’s research based profile 
of al-Nusra confirms that Nusra simultaneously 
“maintains complex relationships with other rebel 
forces like the FSA and the Islamic Front.” With a 
purported secular and moderate rebel group col-
laborating with hard-lined Islamist groups, U.S. 
weapons would complicate and elongate this proxy 
war, and ultimately trickle down to the Syrian af-
filiate of al-Qaeda, or even worse, ISIS. 

Even though the anti-ISIS coalition has good 
intentions, the future of this conflict remains un-
certain. Proponents of supporting FSA rebels in 
Syria state that the imperative of countering ISIS 
outweighs any possible risks, stressing that inac-
tion poses a greater threat than sitting idly by. Cer-
tain officials also believe that funding rebels plays a 
vital role in successfully defeating ISIS, as airstrikes 
must be matched with additional operations. 

While it is necessary to find new ways to battle 
ISIS, funding the FSA in Syria should be ruled 
out. Those fighting in brigades under the umbrella 
term “Free Syrian Army,” differ ideologically, have 
frequently shifting alliances, and cooperate with 
groups that anti-ISIS coalition members deem ter-
rorist organizations. Funding these rebels would 
prove counterproductive. With a lack of enforce-
ment and intelligence on the ground, it would be 
difficult to track any weapons and to ensure they 
are used appropriately. It is certainly a dangerous 
environment to send weapons and supplies into. 
Looking back into history, and even into current 
examples, suggests that doing so has caused more 
harm than good.
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behind closed Doors:
Why Qatar needs to stops funding terrorism
—Jillian Smith

Just a few decades ago, the tiny country of Qa-
tar had little political influence over the Middle 
East. Larger countries and powerful dictatorships 
overshadowed Qatar in a region where power is a 
key necessity for survival. However, since Sheikh 
Hamad took control of the country in 1995, Qa-
tar has blossomed into one of the most influential 
and controversial countries in the world. Its ability 
to alter foreign policy with the signing of a check 
has been demonstrated throughout the last decade 
as Qatar rises in the ranks, becoming one of the top 
funders of various militant organizations throughout 
the Middle East. Backed by their title as the richest 
country in the world per capita, Qatar’s economic 
stability has provided both financial and armament 
support to the very groups who are constantly at the 
forefront of international crises. While many Middle 
Eastern countries attempt to highlight the global 
consequences of Qatar’s shady business, countries 
such as the US directly contradict those intentions 
by continuing to categorize Qatar as one of its main 
allies, all while the Qatari government continues to 
facilitate the funding of terrorist groups. To avoid al-
lowing a destabilizing factor in the Middle East slip 
under the radar, the US must work with the interna-
tional community to halt Qatar’s funding networks 
and establish a strictly allied relationship with the 
Qatari government.  

Qatar’s history of association with terrorism 
originates from a wealth that proves to be just as 
explosive as the factories that produce it. Qatar’s 
wealth comes mainly from its massive amount of oil 
and natural gas preserves, which provided just over 
55 percent of its GDP in 2012. Combine that with 
Qatar’s young emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, and his desire to put Qatar on the map, and 
you have the makings of a global powerhouse. Al-
Thani has proven to be very ambitious in securing fa-
vorable relations with international players both do-
mestically and abroad to ensure Qatar’s safety. Over 
the past decades, Qatar has most notably aligned it-
self with the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the 
Palestinian militant group Hamas. The capital city 
of Doha serves as an oasis for Hamas, and has also 
seen visits from leaders of other groups such as the 
al-Nusra Front, which are seeking financial aid and 
support from the Qatari government.

When it comes to Hamas, Qatar is quick to 
categorize them as a “humanitarian group.” This di-
rectly conflicts with not only the US’s designation of 

Hamas as a terrorist group, but also with the views 
of other countries in the Middle Eastern region. The 
Arab League, for example, is very much opposed to 
Hamas because it views them as a source of insta-
bility for the fragile region. More recently, the emir 
of Qatar gave an interview with CNN, in which he 
bluntly stated, “we don’t fund extremists.” While the 
Qatari government may not fund Hamas directly, 
some high profile members of the Qatari govern-
ment and their business associates have allowed 
them to operate out of Doha, while campaigning 
quietly on their behalf, eventually raising tens of 
millions of dollars for their causes. They work indi-
rectly, through middlemen such as Abd al-Rahman 
bin Umayr al-Nu’aymi. Over the years, Nu’aymi 
has overseen the transfer of millions of dollars from 
deep pocket donors and Gulf-based sympathizers, 
through methods such as wire transfers and couriers. 
By using men such as Nu’aymi to transfer millions of 
dollars, Qatar can turn a blind eye and avoid getting 
its hands dirty. This allows them to continue claim-
ing that they do not fund terrorists. But what is the 
difference between a direct financer and a fundraiser 
of terrorism? The US specifically has struggled with 
addressing this question, especially in the case of 
Qatar. This delay has allowed Qatar to continue its 
secret fundraising of terrorism, all while claiming to 
be uninvolved.  

In fact, Qatar does have strict laws in place against 
funding terrorism. Their enforcement of these laws, 
however, is nonexistent. Nu’aymi, along with a few 
other Qatari nationals, has been designated by the 
United Nations as a financial backer of terrorist orga-
nizations in the Middle East. He has consequentially 
been banned from international travel and purchas-
ing weapons. This was a major step by the inter-
national community, signaling to Qatar that their 
relations with these individuals would no longer be 
accepted. This was an action that the United Nations 
hoped would catch Qatar’s attention and lead to its 
expulsion of Nu’aymi out of the country followed by 
his prosecution, but they received no response of this 
sort. Nu’aymi continues to operate inside Qatar’s 
boarders. This type of situation has occurred count-
less times over the past few years, yet Qatar is still 
considered one of the most valuable allies of the US.

The US says it still supports Qatar because they 
provide aid in the fight against terrorism, but what 
happens when Qatar cannot agree with the inter-
national consensus on what constitutes a terror-

ist group? Al-Thani has accused many countries of 
deeming any Islamic group as terrorists, emphasizing 
that there are differences between Islamic organiza-
tions and terrorists groups, while the United Nations 
maintains their position that the Qatari government 
is ignoring international law. On the enforcement 
end, Qatar has barley even received a slap on the 
wrist. In fact, the US recently made an arms sale of 
11 billion dollars in Apache helicopters and air de-
fense systems to Qatar, making it the biggest arms 
sale for the US this year. If the United States seeks to 
align Qatar with the United Nations’ view on what 
constitutes taking a stand against terrorism, shower-
ing them with a plethora of high-end military equip-
ment is not the way to go.

The US will also have the support of neighboring 
Gulf States if it decides to set a harsher tone with 
Qatar.  Countries such as the United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia have lobbied in Washington for 
a more hardline approach to Qatar and have even 
threatened to close their borders with Qatar. Even 
the possibility of suspending Qatar’s membership 
in the regional Gulf Cooperation Council has been 
mentioned by its Arab neighbors. 

Most are in agreement that something needs to 
be done, yet it seems that this responsibility may fall 
more towards the US, as they appear to be a main 
enabler for Qatar. By hesitating to announce a harsh 
punishment for Qatar, the US is setting a low stan-
dard for Middle Eastern allies. As the past decade has 
shown, simply reprimanding the Qatari government 
in hopes that they will cease their fundraising is no 
longer a reasonable approach. Qatar relies heavily on 
the US for defense; therefore this should be used as 
a bargaining chip by the US in order to ensure that 
the Qatari government takes steps to ultimately halt 
their fundraising. By threatening their security guar-
antee, it seems likely that the Qatari government will 
act on US demands and cease its support for terrorist 
groups.

sheikh Hamad, emir of Qatar, with Us Defense secretary 
Chuck Hagel. WIkImeDIa Commons
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the iranian island of stability and shadow
alliance 
—Ryan Strong

A cursory glance of the Middle East paints a 
grim picture. The Syrian Civil War has raged on 
for over three years; Egypt had another non-peace-
ful change of power last year; tensions between 
Israel and Palestine have conflagrated again; and 
the Islamic State has surged across Iraq and Syria, 
instilling fear across the world. The region is an in-
tegral part of the global economy – home to nearly 
400 million people and 50 percent of the world’s 
proven oil reserves – so its stability is important for 
those both inside and outside the region. However, 
Iran is proving to be a beacon of hope. The nation 
is living up to its reputation, coined by President 
Jimmy Carter in 1978, as an “island of stability 
in one of the more troubled areas of the world.” 
Despite international sanctions and a depressed 
economy, Iran has successfully combated the in-
surrection of al-Qaeda and other Sunni jihadists 
within its borders, as well as maintained a sense of 
political stability.

  Nevertheless, Iran continues to be iso-
lated due to sanctions imposed by the United 
States and the United Nations. Many are skeptical 
about Iran’s nuclear program and believe the pro-
gram is on a path towards weapons development. 
As a result, Iranian oil is off-limits to Western 
markets and Western corporations are prevented 
from investing in the country. Rampant inflation 
afflicts the country, which peaked at 40 percent per 
month in 2013, and many Iranians struggle to put 
food on their own tables. 

Since last November’s ‘Joint Plan of Action,’ 
Iran and the five permanent members of the UN 
Security Council – United States, Russia, China, 
United Kingdom, France – as well as Germany, all 
together referred to as the P5+1, have been negoti-
ating a comprehensive deal to come to an accept-
able resolution over Iran’s nuclear program. There 
has been significant progress since then, such as 
Iran’s allowing of intrusive IAEA inspections and 
some sanctions relief. However, there remains a 
substantial amount of progress to be made. This fi-
nal stepping stone requires significant compromise 
between both Iran and the P5+1. If successful, the 
deal would help resolve many of the regional is-
sues, while benefiting the rest of the world.

 The most concerning security issue af-
fecting the Middle East presently is ISIS. Over its 
brief history, ISIS had not been particularly well-

known in the West up until its recent surge across 
Iraq and Syria. While most of the world denounces 
the terrorist organization, its two biggest enemies 
are the United States and Iran. ISIS has called Iran 
“traitors” and “perverters” of Islam and threatened 
many Iranian politicians and diplomats with assas-
sination. Moreover, the group has declared war on 
both Iran and the United States. Although the U.S. 
and Iran have different motivations for eradicating 
ISIS, cooperation helps both nations achieve their 
respective aims quicker. The U.S. wants to stabilize 
Iraq, so the last ten years of involvement do not ap-
pear as a total waste of resources, while Iran wants 
to eliminate ISIS because of its radical difference in 
Islamic belief. Both are strongly against the geno-
cide ISIS is committing.

Iran has the manpower and ground units, 
which, when coupled with U.S. intelligence 
and aerial support, could halt the spread of ISIS 
with greater success than each could individually. 
Meanwhile, the U.S.’ biggest Sunni ally, Saudi 
Arabia, is at odds with Iran and would refuse any 
cooperation. There have also been reports of Saudi 
princes possibly funding ISIS. Furthermore, Tur-
key has turned a blind eye to the massacre of Kurds 
on its border. All of these factors indicate that Iran 
is the one country with the will and ability to help 
combat ISIS.

Cooperation in Afghanistan between the U.S. 
and Iran is also another mutually beneficial issue. 
As the U.S. gradually withdraws troops, the Tali-
ban will be eying a return to power. Over the past 
13 years, the fundamentalist group has skirmished 
with Afghani and NATO forces to try to reclaim 
power. With the void soon to be left by US forces, 
Iran can help maintain the fragile stability in the 
country. Iran and the Taliban are enemies and were 
on the verge of warfare in 1998. Following the 
U.S. invasion, Iran helped support the Northern 
Alliance, who had helped the United States take 
down the Taliban. Whether it be assisting the Af-
ghani government with supplies and intelligence, 
or actual manpower, Iran can help oversee the 
further development and security of Afghanistan. 
The last thing Iran wants to see is a fundamentalist 
Sunni government re-arise next door. 

In order for cooperation to happen, there must 
first be a comprehensive deal. The Iranian diplo-
mats and government must realize that they will 

be scrutinized and must settle on downsizing the 
country’s centrifuge number, allow even greater 
depth of IAEA inspections, and convert all high-
water reactors into low-water ones. Their justifi-
cation of signing the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) and use of reactors for nuclear power is 
fair and sound. However, it will be very difficult 
to convince the US negotiators of such a justifica-
tion, given the program’s murky history and the 
bombastic rhetoric from the previous president, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Furthermore, the ben-
efit gained from keeping 10,000 reactors and no 
sanctions relief pales in comparison to the billions 
of foreign investment that would come from an 
agreement.

On the other side, the US negotiators must 
recognize Iran does have a right to nuclear enrich-
ment. The country has signed the NPT, which al-
lows for independent uranium enrichment. Given 
more stringent safeguards and inspections, it is fair 
to allow Iran the right to enrichment.

The result of a long-term agreement will ben-
efit both the P5+1 and Iran greatly. Iranian natu-
ral resources could flow into Western markets and 
foreign investment and manufactured goods could 
enter Iran. Moreover, Iran could start a new era of 
US and Iranian relations by aiding the stabiliza-
tion of Afghanistan as the US army slowly with-
draws from the region, combat ISIS jointly in Iraq, 
and reach a resolution in Syria that prevents Assad 
from further abusing his people while also pre-
venting ISIS from gaining power. A final deal that 
allows Iran enrichment and nuclear power with 
more intensive inspections can help start to bring 
stability to a region that so desperately needs it. 

John kerry and mohammad Javad Zarif at a bilateral 
meeting in Vienna, austria on July 14, 2014.
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egypt’s muslim brotherhood:
they’ve been Here before
—Evan Charney

We can all remember this scene. Hundreds of 
thousands of pro-Morsi Egyptians taking to the 
streets in jubilation. After a turbulent eighty-four 
years, the Muslim Brotherhood had finally suc-
ceeded. In June of 2012, Mohammed Morsi of the 
Muslim Brotherhood was democratically elected 
to become Egypt’s President in the first elections 
after Mubarak’s ouster. However, after 369 days 
of a lackluster attempt at governance, millions of 
Egyptians reversed course and rallied together to 
call for the removal of Morsi and the Brotherhood. 
The Egyptian Armed Forces were quick to respond 
to the demonstrations and before the world could 
blink, the military had retaken Morsi’s spotlight 
and the power that came with it. At first, many 
were hesitant to call this ousting a military coup. 

However, the brutal crackdowns and oppressive 
stance against the Muslim Brotherhood, led by 
General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, have made it clear 
that the military regime had acted simply to propel 
themselves into power.

Nearly 18 months since the military coup, 
we rarely hear news about the Egyptian Muslim 
Brotherhood. They seemed to have faded into the 
background of the Egyptian political scene. How-
ever, if there is one thing that the Muslim Brother-
hood has proved throughout history, it is that they 
are capable of surviving setbacks. Although the 
Muslim Brotherhood is struggling, it is far from 
extinct. Much is occurring behind the scenes, 
leading some observers to predict a comeback. 
Although the Brotherhood is indeed struggling, 

it is far from being defeated and, instead, has the 
potential to reemerge as a major political force in 
the future. 

Much of the world was surprised by the Mus-
lim Brotherhood’s victory in Egypt’s first elections 
after the Arab Spring. However, Egypt’s politi-
cal and social circumstances did in fact forecast 
the Brotherhood’s victory. Under the Mubarak 
regime, political parties were placed under strict 
watch and any form of political dissent was harsh-
ly condemned and punished. However, there was 
one area within Egyptian culture where even the 
Mubarak regime was unable effectively infiltrate: 
the mosque. The Muslim Brotherhood has been 
considered, since its founding, as an extremely 
organized and mobilized organization. The insti-

anti-coup demonstrators march in Cairo. WIkImeDIa Commons
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tution of the mosque provides the Brotherhood 
with a credible pedestal from which they are able 
to disseminate their ideas. They have an effective 
Islamic focal point around which they are able to 
rally their supporters. Furthermore the Brother-
hood also has social institutions that provide wel-
fare and educational services for the poor. Their 
religious legitimacy and social outreach networks 
had allowed them to remain relatively insulated 
from the Mubarak regime’s crackdowns. Once the 
regime fell, the Muslim Brotherhood was able to 
quickly fill the political vacuum that arose, espe-
cially since they were one of the few organized and 
popular organizations that had operated effectively 
under the Mubarak regime. However, the Brother-
hood quickly realized that governing a country of 
80 million would be different than simply being 
an oppositional movement. The Muslim Brother-
hood’s failures have been documented extensively. 
Rather than analyzing these failures, however, we 
should be more interested in what comes next for 
this movement.

According to Eric Trager from the Washington 
Institute, more than 2,500 Muslim Brotherhood 
supporters have been killed and over 16,000 have 
been arrested since the July 2013 Military coup. 
This existential fight for survival between the mili-
tary and the Brotherhood has shown no signs of 
letting up. Morsi continues to reaffirm the illegiti-
macy of the military government and their trials. 
During such trials, Morsi continues to insist that 
the Muslim Brotherhood must be allowed to par-
ticipate in elections. As a result of the condemna-
tions made in the courtroom against the regime, 
Morsi will now be placed inside of a soundproof 
glass box for all such future proceedings.

These seemingly mundane court scenes are in 
fact very symbolic of where the Muslim brother-
hood stands today: Trapped inside their sound 
proof box, screaming, yet not able to be heard. In 
March of 2014, Saudi Arabia declared the Muslim 
Brotherhood a terrorist organization, putting them 
in the same category as Hezbollah and ISIS. After 
being banned in Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood 
found safe haven in Qatar.  However, in Septem-
ber of 2014, after being pressured by many sur-
rounding Gulf States, Qatar expelled many lead-
ing Muslim Brotherhood members who had taken 
refuge in their country. 

The Muslim Brotherhood now finds itself 

struggling to establish a legitimate base in exile. 
The recently elected spiritual leader of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood Gomaa Amin, as well as other 
Brotherhood affiliates currently operate in the 
U.K.  Many view Amin as the current leader of 
the organization. He places a heightened focus 
on the activities of Dawa (Social Welfare) and has 
written: “Those working in the Islamic movement 
must start with a complete knowledge of Islam and 
believe in the Dawa’s ability to solve individual and 
societal problems.” In the UK, home to approxi-
mately 150,000 Egyptians, Amin and the broth-
erhood have an opportunity to gain significant 
traction and have a concentrated domestic base of 
support. In addition to the developments in Brit-
ain, Prime Minister Erdogan of Turkey has hinted 
to the fact that his country would indeed be will-
ing to take in Muslim Brotherhood members and 
allow them to operate in a limited capacity. This 
would offer the Muslim Brotherhood another base 
in which they may operate, regroup and begin to 
regain strength and prominence.

The key for the Muslim Brotherhood is two-
fold: the continued and calculated Dawa efforts 
both in Egypt and abroad, as well as a targeted 
effort aimed at reorganizing their youth support 
base. Inside of the courtroom, major Brotherhood 
members have called for unrest and protests at 
Egyptian Universities. Over the past few months, 
major protests at both Al-Ahzar and Cairo Uni-
versity have resulted in clashes between pro- Morsi 
and pro-Sisi forces. The continued backing by 
the older supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood 
is of less concern to the current leadership. The 
older members are well dedicated and have been 
with the organization through multiple chaotic 
episodes. However, it is the Egyptian youth that 
compromise nearly half of the Egyptian popula-
tion and they will be the ones to determine the 
future of the Muslim Brotherhood. If the Brother-
hood can begin to demonstrate that they are able 
to bring economic prosperity and stability to the 
Egyptian people, they will then stand a chance at 
being able to fill the next Egyptian power vacuum.

The Muslim Brotherhood is in deep trouble 
due to the brutal repression of the Sisi regime, and 
many countries have taken harsh measures against 
it. However, it is critical to realize that for the 
Muslim Brotherhood, this is nothing new. Their 

leadership style allows them to be dispersed and 
effective in the face of significant restrictions. The 
Brotherhood has proven throughout history that 
they are not an organization that can easily be 
decapitated. Its followers are loyal and have been 
vetted and trained in knowing what to do in the 
Brotherhood’s times of turmoil. Although it is a 
dark period for the Muslim Brotherhood move-
ment, if history is any indication, they will surely 
be back in the limelight soon enough.
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old scandals, new authority: 
afghanistan’s Revival of the Kabul bank Ponzi scheme
—Nisreen Salka

Largely considered the scandal that revealed 
the depth of corruption in Afghanistan at a time 
of foreign reevaluation of involvement in the re-
gion, the $900 million Kabul Bank Ponzi Scheme 
of 2012 epitomized the legal impunity of the 
country’s elite. Despite twenty-one convictions in 
March of last year, shockingly lenient sentences 
and endless appeals disparage the government’s 
commitment to retribution. In a stroke of political 
foresight, recently elected President Ashraf Ghani 
successfully capitalized on the stagnant fraud case 
as a rallying point to reestablish domestic and 
global trust in his new regime. 

 Already suspicious of corrupt govern-
ment practices, Afghanis watched as roughly five 
percent of their economic output fell into the 
hands of only nineteen people and companies. By 
the time investigative firm Kroll Associates exposed 
the fraud, 92 percent of Kabul Bank’s loan portfo-
lio disappeared from the legers, bankrupting the 
nation. The president-elect’s strategy of reigniting 
rage against the scam leaders, now two years later, 
shifts domestic qualms about the trustworthiness 
of the government support for Ghani’s reformed 
political system. 

 The Kabul Bank Ponzi Scheme not only 
destroyed the Afghani citizens’ remaining trust in 
their government, but also damaged Afghanistan’s 
relations with the United States. What once stood 
as an example of how Western banking could re-
vamp a war-torn economy soon became interna-
tionally recognized as institutionalized fraud, both 
tainting the already poor regional reputation the 
United States had at the time and demolishing 
what little confidence the United States had in Af-
ghanistan’s ability to rebrand itself. 

 Although Western governments did not 
directly bail out the bank, their foreign aid bank-
rolled the country’s public budget, which suffered 
a significant hit from the scandal. An estimated 
$825 million in foreign aid covered the nearly 
$900 million of fraudulent loans, but only $200 
million worth of loans have since been recovered 
prior to the president’s election. 

 Former president Hamid Karzai’s mini-
mal attempts to remedy the situation, includ-
ing the appointment of a special prosecutor and 
judicial tribunal to handle the case last April, did 

little to renew foreign relations. In stark contrast, 
Ghani appropriately timed the public release of 
his planned intervention with recently signed 
long-term security deals with the United States 
and NATO. Doing so conflates his commitment 
to justice and accountability with his obligations 
under foreign negotiations. 

 President Ghani’s interference involves 
the detention of the convicted and a review of the 
case by the Afghan Supreme Court with the pos-
sibility of expanding charges. He also promised to 
keep a scrutinizing eye over the Attorney General’s 
office, accused of shielding fraud beneficiaries un-
der the corrupt regime of his predecessor. 

 In doing so, the president has already 
ordered the release of a comprehensive list of ben-
eficiaries, amounts received, and amounts paid 
from the Monitoring and Evaluation Committee 
from their public inquiry in 2012. The group pre-
viously refused to publish the list under the claim 
that the previous government would manipulate 
or falsify the information, and so their current de-
cision to do so speaks to their faith in the current 
balance of power. 

 The president’s planned intervention 
demonstrates a need for intangible assets such 
as reputation, credibility, and accountability in 
peaceful foreign negotiations. His opponents, still 
unsure of the country’s commitment to build-
ing trust and legitimacy, argue that his words are 

nothing more than a gesture. However, in reviving 
an old disagreement on the basis of trust, Ghani 
has no choice but to honor the new commitment 
to the best of his ability lest foreign negotiations 
falter completely. 

 Furthermore, the president has outlined 
tight deadlines for the execution of his recommen-
dations. He has insisted on only three days to de-
tain those whose appeals are pending, a month and 
a half for the Afghan Supreme Court to produce its 
findings and finalize retribution for the criminals 
involved, and only ten days to negotiate coopera-
tion agreements with countries where the stolen 
money has been sent. These deadlines emphasize 
the importance of quick and decisive action over 
the coming weeks.

 Already, the attorney general’s office has 
reinstated the initial charges, including embezzle-
ment and money laundering, to pave the way for 
harsher sentences. Doing so has allowed the court 
to confiscate fraudulent assets and accounts, and 
thus recover nearly $300 million in losses the bank 
sustained and the United States unwillingly bank-
rolled. As such, President Ashraf Ghani’s careful 
timing for intervention successfully indicated his 
commitment to accountability, repairing foreign 
relations and domestic trust.

President ashraf Ghani was elected President of 
afghanistan in 2014. WIkImeDIa Commons
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