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At first glance, the last six months of global affairs have been relatively stagnant. The Eurozone fiscal 
crises persist without resolution, civil war in Syria rages on, and unrest in Egypt, though in a different 
form, has yet to cease. The American War on Drugs and the War on Terror continue with minimal 
attention due to dismal worldwide attitudes. 
 
We selected our theme, “Ashes and Embers,” because we know otherwise. A deeper look into global 
affairs reveals incredible energy brewing beneath the surface, and a series of microchanges – good or 
bad – occurring across the globe.  Among the lifeless ashes of larger global affairs, embers are glowing 
across the world to change the political landscape on a smaller – but just as notable – scale.   Though 
faint, these embers have the potential to spark a growing fire. 
 
In this semester’s edition, our writers delve into reminding us to rekindle these embers. In Sahar Ado-
ra’s “Ghost of the Girl in the Blue Bra,” the author uses the striking image of the unnamed woman to 
reinstate the fire she engendered for women during the Egyptian Revolution. Similarly, Lissa Kryska’s 
“Subtle Changes” piece explores changing attitudes toward women and a call for action to alter hege-
monic gender norms in Turkey. 
 
Taking a different angle, Julia Jacovides and Emily Meier offer differing insights into the quiet rise of 
right-wing extremist political parties in Europe in “Greece’s New Worry” and “The New ‘It’ Group.” 
These newfound groups are not growing only in Europe, as Trevor Grayeb explores a similar situation 
in Japan in “The Melancholy of Yoshihiko Noda.” 
 
Often our writers name a stagnant problem and highlight real public policy alternatives to remedy 
the problem. While resource curses are not new in Africa, Veronica Dulin offers suggestions for South 
Sudan in “South Sudan and the Resource Curse” to avoid falling victim to this burden. In “A War on 
Sense,” Domenic Rizzolo identifies the tedium and lack of success in the American War on Drugs and 
presents feasible policy alternatives for the United States and Mexico. 
 
These embers take many forms. Whether budding political unrest, economic growth, new policies, or 
paradigm changes, they are not to be overlooked. With a little fuel, they can become a widespread fire, 
either of inspiring change or ruin.
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Over the last decade, a quantity of land equal 
to eight times the size of the United Kingdom has 
been bought and sold by private investors amid 
a growing global land rush. Such transactions 
largely occur within rural Africa as the continent’s 
governments increasingly push for privatization 
of land at the behest of the World Bank. In ag-
gregate, the spoils of these “land grabs” could po-
tentially feed a billion people, approximately the 
entirety of the global population that goes to bed 
hungry every night. Instead, the land’s purchase 
results in displacement, hunger, and violence, as 
its inhabitants suddenly lose their already fragile 
livelihoods. The variability of food prices makes 
the acquisition of land by investors an increas-
ingly profitable long-term bet. The consequence 
of forced evictions is too dangerous for the World 
Bank to justify funding this practice any longer. 
The Bank should immediately put an end to its 
own land investments and adjust its policies to 
prevent future land grabs. 

The case of the UK-based New Forests Com-
pany (NFC) provides a fascinating perspective on 
this growing trend. Upon its founding in 2004, 
NFC’s management set the goal of making their 
company East Africa’s largest forester. Its business 
model comprised planting and harvesting timber 
on underdeveloped land (totaling tens of thou-
sands of hectares) throughout the region. These 
plantations provided jobs and a product actu-
ally demanded by the local markets. At its sites 
in Uganda, NFC built clinics, schools, and wells, 
running income-generation programs it deemed 
“locally-owned.” All signs pointed to this young 
corporation as the new standard for ethical land 
investment in Africa, until evicted Ugandans be-
gan raising their voice. 

Poor governance and political upheaval dele-
gitimize many land titles held by villagers residing 
on the acquired land. The individuals evicted by 
NFC had held their land, granted by the Ugan-
dan government, for decades without a formal 
title. Some had received their plots as recognition 
for their grandfathers’ service to the British Army 
during World War II; others had been invited by 
the Idi Amin regime. Over the years, thriving 
communities arose. Their reality was a stark con-
trast from the illegal encroachment described by 
NFC representatives. NFC consequently evicted 
the residents to make way for this land project, 
with violent support from the army and police. 
Independent investigation from NGOs in 2011 
allowed for a formal process to address commu-
nity grievances, publicly shaming the corporation 
as more evidence of wrongdoing was brought to 
light. This example represents just one of many 

land seizures throughout Africa, which continue 
to devastate communities while evoking minimal 
public scrutiny. 

The 2007-08 food crisis demonstrated, widely 
at the expense of farmers in developing nations, 
how interconnected the global market for com-
modities really is. Since that historic spike in 
prices, land acquisitions have become a new in-
vestment trend, encouraged by the growing fi-
nancialization of commodities. Traders located in 
Chicago, who have never even seen a sack of rice 
from Central Africa, make an enormous profit 
by exploiting the price differential between the 
physical and futures markets for grains and all va-
rieties of foodstuffs. Classical economics dictates 
this risky trading carries no real world impact, 
but all signs indicate commodities speculation 
has made food prices all the more volatile. Price 
fluctuations particularly hurt families in sub-
Saharan Africa, who spend a greater percentage 
of income feeding themselves than consumers of 
any other region. That same volatility guarantees 
higher value for arable land, which can be bought 
dirt cheap throughout Africa. The scarcity of wa-
ter faced by many Arab nations is another driving 
factor. These governments rely almost entirely on 
imports for their food supply; acquiring land in 
Africa is a safety net that becomes more attractive 
with each passing year. 

The World Bank, as a financier for Africa and 
the developing world, is undermining its own 
previously stated objective to reduce poverty by 
perpetuating this calamity. The Bank lends eight 

billion dollars annually to agriculture projects, 
typically run by corporations, governments, and 
investment funds. Many of these projects con-
stitute acquiring land and allowing it to sit idly 
(letting the value appreciate), growing inefficient 
biofuels, or growing food for immediate export. 
A 2010 study by the Independent Evaluation 
Group, a body responsible for officially monitor-
ing the World Bank, revealed that almost a third 
of Bank-financed projects result in involuntary 
resettlement. Minimal regulation, a tenant of the 
World Bank’s neoliberal agenda, enables compa-
nies involved in land grabs to claim their projects 
are promoting development, while, in fact, they 
often seize an area and prohibit its use. It is as-
tonishing that even with the progressive Jim Yong 
Kim recently appointed president of the Bank, 
this institution still finances a counterproductive 
business. 

Corrupt governments and profit-seeking in-
vestors are not the ones to guarantee development 
companies are held to an ethical standard. All 
one must do is follow the money to understand 
change ultimately rests upon the shoulders of Jim 
Yong Kim and the World Bank. He must declare 
a moratorium on funding land grabs by freezing 
any assets tied to involved companies. Land grabs 
not only eliminate communities’ livelihoods, but 
waste scarce, arable land with monocultures that 
render it useless. This is not a way out of pov-
erty for any African country. The Bank should 
remember why it was founded and adopt a policy 
of progress. 

a new colonialism for africa
— Alex Leader
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The famous Ugandan ABC campaign- abstain, 
be faithful, wear a condom- is frequently cited as 
a comprehensive approach to the AIDS epidemic. 
Indeed, this grassroots movement was immensely 
successful, reducing the HIV infected population 
from 15 percent of all adults in 1990 to six per-
cent in 2007. However, despite this extensive and 
renowned public health campaign, Uganda is one 
of only two countries in Africa where infection 
rates are on the rise. This trend reflects the aban-
donment of condom use as a solution for AIDS 
prevention, as well as the growing complacency 
of the Ugandan government in the fight against 
AIDS. 

The Ugandan government always considered 
condom use a last resort in the ABC campaign; 
abstain to completely prevent AIDS, be faithful 
in relationships to avoid exposing partners to 
AIDS, and wear a condom only if engaging in 
high risk sexual behavior. However, at the height 
of the campaign’s success in the late 1990s, activ-
ists still actively promoted condoms as a method 
of preventing AIDS transmission. This changed 
in 2003 with President George W. Bush’s cre-
ation of Pepfar- the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief. With a commitment of 15 bil-
lion dollars to fight the AIDS epidemic in Africa, 
Pepfar detrimentally changed the nature of the 
ABC campaign by ignoring the importance of 
condoms. 

Similar to President Bush’s plan for sexual 
education in the United States, Pepfar focused 
on abstinence and fidelity, ignoring the reality 
of sexual behavior. The program stipulated that 
33 percent of funds be spent on these tenets, and 
withheld aid from organizations that did not 
explicitly denounce prostitution. Furthermore, 
tapping into Ugandans’ deep Christianity, Pep-
far partnered with evangelical groups, reinforcing 
the importance of abstinence and fidelity, while 
demonizing condoms as a solution for high-risk 
individuals. Even Ugandan President Yoweri Mu-
seveni, the pilot of the original ABC campaign, 
has made numerous speeches against condoms. 
These factors have created an atmosphere of 
shame for those unwilling or unable to subscribe 
to such a puritanical lifestyle. 

The neglect of condom promotion in Uganda 
ignores the health concerns of several important 
demographics. Most significant of these is mar-
ried individuals, the primary source of increases 
in HIV transmission. Twenty-five percent of 
married men admit to having sex outside of their 

marriages. Only eight percent of these men use 
condoms when doing so. This is a direct conse-
quence of the recent approach to condom use. 
One would not typically consider married Ugan-
dans high-risk individuals, yet they have proved to 
be very much in need of sexual protection. Rather 
than halting the transmission of HIV/AIDS, the 
Pepfar funded ABC campaign has made standard 
sexual behavior unmentionable and consequently 
immitigable. 

In addition, the lack of condom promotion 
in the ABC campaign, coupled with the crimi-
nalization of homosexuality, disregards the needs 
of homosexual Ugandans. A recent study by the 
Center for Disease Control found that less than 
half of gay Ugandan men use condoms. Further-
more, the same study found that a third of gay 
men reported having wives and children, exac-
erbating the spread of HIV/AIDS. In this way, 
the ramifications of unprotected sex cross many 
social lines. The only realistic way to alleviate the 
spread of AIDS in this manner is through proper 
condom use, a practice that the ABC campaign 
under Pepfar demonizes.

Despite the rising rates of AIDS, the Ugandan 
government has done little to address the evident 

cracks in the ABC campaign. In the wake of its 
original success in fighting AIDS, the Ugandan 
government has become complacent. Encour-
aged by formerly declining transmission rates, 
the government no longer prioritizes the fund-
ing of AIDS prevention. For example, revenue 
from recently discovered oil reserves in Lake Al-
bert has gone toward the purchase of fighter jets, 
while Ugandans go without treatment and sexual 
education. This ignores the fact that there are no 
short-term solutions to the AIDS crisis. The ABC 
campaign cannot enjoy any measure of success 
without constant promotion by the Uganda gov-
ernment.

The reality is that without a balanced approach 
to fighting AIDS, the ABC campaign is a failure. 
Its core principles now neglect a significant por-
tion of the Ugandan population. With diligent 
government promotion and foreign aid, the cam-
paign made dramatic advances in preventing the 
spread of HIV/AIDS in the 1990s. However, if 
Uganda wishes to return to the promising trends 
seen at the beginning of the ABC campaign, the 
government must reevaluate its public health pol-
icy in a manner that comprehensively addresses 
all sexual practices and all Ugandans. 

the abc campaign: 
a success story come undone
— Meg Scribner
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A midwife performs an AIDS test in Uganda.
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In July 2012, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation partnered with the British govern-
ment, the United Nations Population Fund and 
hundreds of nongovernmental organizations to 
host the London Summit on Family Planning. 
At this conference over 4.6 billion dollars in aid 
was committed to family planning services in 
developing countries over the next eight years. 
With these donations and commitments to ac-
tion, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
aims to grant 120 million women and girls ac-
cess to contraceptives by 2020. This goal, if real-
ized, would also prevent 200,000 deaths during 
pregnancy and childbirth, 100 million unwanted 
pregnancies, 50 million abortions and 3 million 
infant deaths. In addition to improving health 
conditions for the most vulnerable women and 
girls in developing nations, this initiative is a cost 
effective means of slowing population growth in 
developing countries with already fragile infra-
structure. The Population Institute, a partner in 
the conference, expressed support for this second-
ary goal by stating “population growth, which is 
a challenge multiplier, is not intractable.” While 
the London Summit’s goals are admirable, initia-
tives such as the one proposed at the conference 
have their own problems, and only by recogniz-
ing their shortcomings and addressing them will 
the world effectively confront the problem of 
population growth.

With only 22 percent of women ages 15-49 
women in Sub-Saharan Africa using any form of 
birth control, the need to address inadequate ac-
cess to family planning services is pressing. The 
fact that the efficacy of programs focused on 
increasing distribution of contraception in Sub-
Saharan Africa has diminished since 2000 renders 
this need even more critical. In regards to the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, specifically those 
concerning gender equality and maternal health, 
the United Nations has not yet been able to fund 
and implement sufficiently effective programs to 
address access to contraception and population 
growth. At a time when the access gap between 
developed and developing countries is widening, 
highly publicized and widely supported initiatives 
like the one proposed at the London Summit are 
much needed.

Though the need for initiatives like this is 
undeniable, Melinda Gates’ statement that 
“contraceptives should be a completely non-
controversial topic” has not proven true. The 
decision to provide and widely distribute con-
traceptives has unsurprisingly incited criticism 
from Catholic groups around the world. But 
more surprising, and perhaps more relevant, 

some of the criticism has come from the very 
countries that will be the recipients of family 
planning aid. The conference’s relative silence 
on the role of men in family planning, as well 
as integration of the proposed services into larg-
er development plans have caused concern in 
Sub-Saharan Africa that the plan proposed by 
the London Summit will be yet another case of 
well-intentioned aid falling short of its goal.

While increased access to contraception for 
120 million women and girls is undoubtedly 
worth pursuing, these criticisms are similarly 
worth investigating. The Summit’s agenda did 
include discussions of women’s empowerment, 
but there was little mention of how men’s role 
in gender equity could also be an integral part 
of raising the acceptance and use of family plan-
ning. Empowering women and girls to seek and 
receive family planning services will increase 
contraceptive use, but a two-prong approach 
involving boys and men will be even more ef-
fective in promoting the acceptability, prioriti-
zation, and use of contraception. Furthermore, 
a harsh reality for many African communities is 
that men are often the primary, if not sole, deci-
sion makers on economic, political and social is-
sues, including family planning. Contraception 
use in married couples in Sub-Saharan Africa 
is just 14 percent and positive change is more 
likely to be started and maintained when both 
partners are invested in family planning, rather 
than just women. A study done in vulnerable 
populations in India showed that initiatives 
to target men at work and through male-only 
clinics increased contraceptive use in young 
couples from 4.7 to 20.7 percent, providing 
a promising suggestion for similar initiatives 
in African communities. Though the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation’s plan offers large-
scale approach to contraception distribution, it 
is far from comprehensive and should consider 
including plans to involve men in the family 
planning services it seeks to provide.

Further worries about large-scale plans to 
distribute contraceptives stem from worries 

that family planning is being hailed as a pana-
cea, rather than a step, to solving development 
problems. Continued and constant distribution 
of hormonal birth control requires developed 
infrastructure. Plans to increase access to con-
traception have historically displayed a ten-
dency to “downplay the underlying governance 
issues which are the root causes” of inadequate 
access to family planning services, according 
to Zainab Usman, who has worked to improve 
family planning in Nigeria. Like many skeptics 
of the London Summit’s plan to revitalize con-
traception distribution, Usman is critical of the 
projected numbers the initiative seeks to help. 
Cultural considerations like polygamy, average 
family size and traditional contraceptive use, 
she worries, may take a back seat to the declared 
goals of preventing pregnancies and slowing 
population growth, causing a loss of agency and 
culture.

The foreign aid proposed by the London 
Summit offered little support for countries 
seeking to improve national healthcare systems, 
leaving the possibility that a widespread con-
traception campaign could infringe on African 
women’s agency and reproductive rights, while 
simultaneously disregarding larger, systematic 
inadequacies within the nation. By simply giv-
ing women contraception, but not addressing 
reasons for limited access, the London Summit 
treats the symptoms, but not the cause, of a se-
rious problem. Though noble in its intentions, 
well-funded, and widely supported, the London 
Summit plan does not offer a comprehensive 
answer to population growth and contraceptive 
use in developing counties, nor does it claim 
to. More important than criticizing the means 
and goals of the London Summit, this initia-
tive’s shortcomings should be both recognized 
and addressed by other actors in the interna-
tional community to ensure that women, girls 
and families in developing countries can attain 
contraception that fits their needs without hav-
ing to compromise their agency or reproductive 
rights.

family Planning in sub-saharan africa
— Rachael Hancock

by simply giving women contraception, 
but not addressing reasons for limited 
access, the london summit treats 
the symptoms but not the cause, of a 
serious problem.”

“



The world’s newest nation is already falling prey 
to one of Africa’s oldest development problems: 
the resource curse. This is a term used to describe 
the conundrum where nations in Africa that have 
vast reserves of natural resources actually develop 
less than those without, experience more corrup-
tion, and more economic class stratification. In its 
split from its parent nation Sudan last July, South 
Sudan took 75 percent of the shared oil reserves. 
While this huge source of revenue would seem to 
be a boon to a new nation, if not used properly, 
oil revenue, which constitutes 98 percent of the 
government’s revenue, could go more toward fuel-
ing ongoing military hostilities with Sudan and 
enhancing government malfeasance.

The main hindrance to South Sudanese devel-
opment is its complete dependence on oil. As op-
posed to most nations in Africa, South Sudan has 
vast amounts of arable land, livestock to populate 
it, and more than sufficient water supplies. The 
focus on oil means that these other assets will 
be neglected. There are already reports from the 
oil-producing Paloich area that a foreign oil con-
sortium, Petrodar, is destroying the local environ-
ment. These findings have led to worries that a 
situation similar to that in the Niger Delta will 
evolve in South Sudan, with oil spills destroying 
the ecosystem, making the water undrinkable, and 
increasing health risks of the local populations. 
Additionally, the world market influences oil pric-
es, which means that the government’s income is 
in constant fluctuation. Investing in development 
and diversifying the economy is difficult when the 
amount of next year’s income is uncertain. 

With oil revenues so integral to the economy, 
there is also little incentive to invest in anything 
else. Leaders who come from resource-rich states 
look shortsightedly to those resources as sources of 
indefinite income. Important infrastructure like 
roads, health services, and schools are neglected 
because they have no immediate returns for the 
government. This leads to the corruption that ran 
rampant in the Nigerian government, where the 
government stole anestimated four hundred bil-
lion dollars worth of oil between 1960 and 1999. 
A fledgling country, South Sudan does not have 
the government institutions necessary to detect 
and halt corruption, nor does it have the expe-
rience or knowledge necessary to diversify the 
economy. 

 
The small number of people involved in run-

ning the oil industry also means that there’s going 
to be large gaps between the rich, those who own 
the oil, and those who actually labor to extract 
it. As we have seen in the recent miners strikes 

in South Africa, the workers are often given tiny 
salaries, squalid living conditions, and are subject 
to dangerous working conditions. Meanwhile, 
company executives and foreign investors profit, 
without being held accountable for their unfair la-
bor practices. Oil is not like mining, either, where 
substantial human labour is needed to extract the 
materials, so a very small portion of the South Su-
danese will even be involved in the largest sector 
of the economy. 

The situation is worse in South Sudan than for 
other resource-based economies. For one thing, 
they have on ongoing border dispute with Sudan, 
which puts their oil fields in jeopardy, as most of 
them are in conflict zones. Their economy is also 
inextricably linked to that of the north. While the 
South has all the raw oil materials, it lacks any 
refineries and any ports to ship the oil. All of these 
are located in the Sudan, and the pipelines in 
South Sudan all lead to the north. South Sudan 
must, therefore, share its oil revenue with a hos-
tile nation and does not have the infrastructure to 
wean itself off this dependency. Creating the nec-
essary infrastructure, such as the proposed pipe-
line through Kenya, will take years and billions 
of dollars, so South Sudan’s only weapon against 
northern encroachment on their oil profits short 
of military intervention is cutting off the oil sup-
ply. 

South Sudan did just this in January, in re-
venge for Sudan illegally siphoning off oil. Both 
economies were hugely damaged by this halt in 
production. Perhaps feeling that they had made 
their point, or realizing that eliminating virtually 
all of their income was not conducive to running 
a government, the South Sudanese government 
agreed to restart production after the September 
27th sharing agreement was reached. It is pre-
dicted that it will still take three months to get 
production restarted in all the oil fields, and after 
that it still will not be up to pre-January levels. 

The ‘resource curse’ theory dates back to 
the times of colonialism when Africa was only 
thought of as a place to extract resources, not one 
to develop or promote good governance. Though 
the colonial empires have disappeared politically, 
their practices of exploitation have been taken up 
by multinational corporations. The South Suda-
nese economy is in such a fragile state, as are most 
African economies, that it is at a disadvantage 
when negotiating investment deals in the country. 
As a result, states like China and their companies 
can flood Africa with cheap products, eliminat-
ing competition in local markets, create factories 
with unethical labor practices, or simply import 
workers, depriving the indigenous populations of 
employment. Despite these drawbacks, loans and 
investments from such entities are more attrac-
tive to African leaders as they do not come tied 
to promised austerity practices or government 
reforms that the US or International Monetary 
Fund often attach to their fiscal packages. Indeed, 
the US and its allies have stayed away from invest-
ing in South Sudan because part of the oil profits 
go to Sudan, who the US has sanctions on for 
various human rights violations.

South Sudan’s outlook looks bleak, but there 
are steps it can take to ensure it does not fall prey 
to the resource curse. To avoid corruption it can 
sign on to international institutions such as the Ex-
tractive Industries Transparency Initiative, which 
monitors the transparency of both governments 
and companies. South Sudan can negotiate and 
renegotiate contracts it has with foreign investors 
to improve the percentage of revenue the state gets 
from oil extraction. It should make sure that all 
these investments are tied to infrastructure build-
ing in South Sudan whether it is hospital build-
ing or construction of South Sudanese owned oil 
refineries. Lastly, South Sudanese leaders must 
recognize the temptation they are exposed to and 
break cyclical dependence on oil by focusing on 
other aspects of the economy.

south sudan and the resource curse
— Veronica Dulin
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Port Sudan, through which South Sudan’s oil must flow 

to reach its markets.
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The concept of an informal justice system 
(IJS) that works for reconciliation, not retribu-
tion, is foreign to most American readers. Yet, 
in some countries, more than 80 percent of de-
cisions occur in non-state court systems. Often 
citizens trust these systems more to solve interper-
sonal disputes than formal legal systems. Western 
members of the United Nations and other global 
bodies have expressed concern over these complex 
and varied structures, and have looked for ways 
in which they can provide oversight, intervene, or 
replace IJSs with formal legal systems. Their con-
cern stems from the tendency of IJS toward ad hoc 
solutions rather than codified law, and instances 
of non-conformity to an internationally standard-
ized framework of human rights. Yet, it is exactly 
these non-generalizable and community-specific 
solutions that make IJSs both successful in nor-
malizing community relations and the preferred 
venue for those seeking justice. The structure and 
proceedings of Malawi’s informal justice system, 
for example, provides a relevant case study from 
which Americans interested in alternate forms of 
justice can take note. 

Malawi’s formal justice system is similar to 
our own: based on British common law. Many 
Malawians distrust this mode of justice because 
it is a remnant of its colonial days, and focuses 
on punishment of the offender, rather than com-
pensation for the victim. Instead, the majority of 
civil and criminal cases take place in an informal 
setting where chiefs, assisted by advisors, preside 
over justice forums. The justice forum consists 
of the victim, offender, and their relatives, who 
appear before the chief or elders in an outdoor 
rural setting. The atmosphere is relaxed and con-
ducive to the informal dress, common language, 
and conversational tone of the proceedings. The 
victim and offender represent themselves and give 
their testimony in which they outline the histori-
cal context of the dispute. Discussion takes place 
in the form of a conversation between offender, 
victim, relatives, and the chief. This allows for a 
comprehensive understanding of the conflict that 
can provide for a suitable decision, and removes 
the financial burdens of employing a lawyer. 

After those involved in the proceedings air 
their concerns, the chief makes a decision that is 
either participatory or consensual. These forums 
seek to reach a decision that satisfies the victim, 
the chief, and the wider community and that the 
offender accepts. This is important to note—the 
offender has a voice in the final decision. The pen-

alty imposed on the offender is often in the form 
of livestock payment, and is largely determined by 
the nature of the offense, the age of the offender, 
and the degree of community outrage. Holistic 
dispute management takes into account financial 
and community status, interpersonal relationships 
and community perceptions with the intention of 
restorative justice. Malawian community mem-
bers prefer this approach to crime and punish-
ment because it focuses on damage and compen-
sation to the victim, rather than punishment of 
the offender. If the informal system cannot resolve 
the dispute, or if the chief considers it out of her/
his jurisdiction, s/he refers the case to a state-run 
judiciary system.

Since IJSs are restorative rather than retribu-
tive, ideally, a harmonious community operates 
on a balance of rights and responsibilities in which 
agreement and negotiation affirm justice. In this 
view, both the offender and the victim are viewed 
as integral parts of the community and as such, 
are judged based on their individual situation 
within the community. For this reason, law is not 
codified, and is subject to flux based on individual 
testimonies. In contrast, the formal legal structure 
based on British common law separates the of-
fender from the community, situating him/her as 
an “outsider.” The offender becomes an individual 
who committed morally and ethically defunct 
acts, with little or no responsibility placed on the 
historical and societal contexts in which he/she 
exist. In these systems, law appears fair. Laws are 
codified with the intention of equality of law and 
equality of punishment—all subjects committing 
the same crime receive equal penalties, regardless 
of individual backgrounds. In this sense, codified 
laws are stagnant and dehumanizing, as they do 
not account for the interactions, relationships, en-
vironment, or societal circumstances that led to 
the offense in the first place. 

The structure and approach of the Malawian 
IJS is common among IJSs internationally. As 

noted, decisions are highly personal and reflective 
of community attitudes. According to the UN, 
the notable problem with IJSs is that they can lead 
to decisions that violate an international standard 
of human rights. This is not a result of the for-
mality of the structure, but rather, of the tenden-
cies within a society, which the structure reflects. 
If a society is patriarchal or believes that a puni-
tive measure that results in death is acceptable, 
decisions in either an IJS or a formal institution 
will reflect these values. Additionally, this is not 
unique to the third world, where the majority of 
international reform efforts take place—Western 
legal systems enforce the same punitive measures, 
such as the death penalty. 

Instead of approaching IJSs as a backward 
tradition, the United States can apply these prin-
ciples of addressing grievances and allowing for 
reconciliation. With this understanding, inner-
city communities can adopt IJSs, where crime 
rates are high and trust in the legal system is low. 
Structures that focus on normalization of rela-
tions between offender and victim could serve as 
a dispute-settling intermediary between commu-
nity and formal legal system. The US could adapt 
the Malawian IJS structure to include members 
of a trusted organization dedicated to community 
restoration and facilitating reconciliation. The 
informal setting would reduce the financial and 
emotional burdens of repeated trips to court. In 
time, this could result in stronger and more peace-
ful communities in which crime and recidivism 
rates are no longer rampant.

a harmonious community operates 
on a balance of rights and 
responsibilities in which justice is 
a negotiated process of agreement 
between parties.”

“
the malawian informal justice system:
a model for Western legal systems
— Maya Ragsdale



The continent of Africa as a whole is often 
grouped together and viewed as a patriarchal soci-
ety that violates the rights of women in a variety of 
ways. This argument holds true for a large number 
of countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The following 
map shows the ratings given to every nation (for 
which data was available) by the 2012 Global Gen-
der Gap Report published by the World Economic 
Forum. The score considers gender equality as it 
relates to economic participation and opportunity, 
educational attainment, political empowerment, 
and health and survival. The rankings are scored 
on an index from 1 to 0, 1 being the most equal 
and 0 being the least.1 

However, some African nations are ahead of 
Western governments when it comes to equal 
gender composition in various branches of govern-
ment. Today, some of the top nations in the world 
in terms of legislative gender equality are in sub-
Saharan Africa. Rwanda, with females controlling 
over half of the legislative seats, leads the world 
in female representation. South Africa is number 
seven on the list with females comprising 42 per-
cent of legislators, and Mozambique is ranked 12 
with 39 percent. On average, Sub-Saharan African 
nations have 20.4 percent female representation in 
the legislature. Compare this to the United States, 
which sits at a mere 17 percent.2

Simply by looking at the map above, it is clear 
that global regions and neighboring countries gen-
erally share similar traits regarding gender partici-
pation in governance. Nordic countries are simi-
larly equal, many South American countries lie in 
the middle, and the majority of Middle Eastern 
nations rank amongst the lowest. But this does not 
hold true for Africa. Take for example Rwanda and 
Kenya, which are separated by only several hundred 
miles across Lake Victoria. While Rwanda’s parlia-
ment is over 50 percent female, Kenya’s women 
only comprise 9.8 percent of its legislature.3 While 
this is not to say that national borders cannot serve 
as barriers to ideas of equality, it does show that 
Sub-Saharan Africa has a bi-polarity about equal 
gender participation that is rare among regional 
neighbors. The region is home to some of the most 
equal and unequal legislatures.

The main explanation for this disparity is that 
a large majority of the more equal nations reached 
their high levels of female participation due to 
implementing quotas, or minimum thresholds for 
female representation. For the three Sub-Saharan 
African nations with the highest female represen-
tation, Rwanda, Mozambique, and South Africa, 

these quotas were implemented following a period 
of great national unrest.

For Rwanda, that period of unrest was the 
genocide in which 800,000 Rwandans were killed 
during a three-month period in 1994.4 With much 
of the nation’s infrastructure destroyed and many 
of its citizens either killed or having fled, the re-
maining citizens were faced with a difficult period 
of rebuilding. Initially, much of the rebuilding pro-
cess focused on getting justice for the thousands of 
murders and rapes that haunted the citizenry. This 
process was lengthy and contentious, as most of 
the accused were allowed to be free until called up 
to courts, which, due the high number of accused, 
took many years.5 

In late 2001 and 2002, when Rwandans began 
discussing possible reforms to its Constitution, 
this process of rebuilding changed its emphasis 
from repairing the past, to strengthening the fu-
ture. Finally, in May of 2003, a new constitution 
that championed human rights and togetherness 
was passed by national referendum.6 Among the 
reforms was the female representation quota. Tak-
ing the advice of the UN, the new constitution re-
quired that 30 percent of all parliamentarian seats 
were to be held be female representatives. When 
the elections were held in August of 2003 (the 
first multi-party national election since 1961), the 
number of female representatives far exceeded that 
quota, with women winning 48.75 percent of all 
seats.7 In the following election in 2008, Rwandan 
women broke the previously unattained equal rep-
resentation barrier by holding over half of the seats 
in any national legislature, with 56.25 percent of 
all seats.8 

A similar tale of empowering women through 
a process of rebuilding is present in South African 

governance since the end of apartheid in 1994. In 
that year, non-racial elections were held to form 
the parliamentary body that was to draft the new 
constitution, a document that would eventually 
become law under the Presidency of Nelson Man-
dela in early 1997. The first lines of the Constitu-
tion’s Preamble clearly state the nation’s new com-
mitment to move forward:

We the people of South Africa, recognise the 
injustices of our past; honour those who suf-
fered for justice and freedom in our land; 
Respect those who have worked to build and 
develop our country; and Believe that South 
Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in 
our diversity.9

But, unlike Rwanda, the South African consti-
tution does not mention quotas at all. The quota 
for female representation in South Africa is not le-
gally mandated, but rather voluntarily applied by 
South Africa’s biggest and currently ruling party, 
the African National Congress (ANC). The ANC, 
the party of Nelson Mandela, has held the legisla-
ture since the first post-apartheid elections in 1994, 
and currently holds 66 percent of parliamentary 
seats, compared to 16 percent of seats held by the 
next leading party. Because of the ANC’s quota of 
50 percent female representation within their par-
ty, 42 percent of South African legislators in 2012 
are women.10 

The situation in Mozambique is similar. After 
decades of civil war between Marxist and anti-
communist rebels, a new constitution was passed 
in November of 1990. Like South Africa, quotas 
were not legally mandated, but rather adopted 
voluntarily by political parties. The Mozambique 

examining the bi-polarity of gender 
Participation in sub-saharan africa
— By Michael Clauw
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Liberation Front (FRELIMO), which currently 
controls 75 percent of legislative seats and has been 
in power since the civil war ended, has implement-
ed a quota of 40 percent for female candidates.11 
Because of this, and above average female mem-
bership of other parties that do not have quotas, 
females compose 39 percent of Mozambique’s As-
sembly of the Republic.12

When implemented, parliamentary quotas are 
an effective step toward equal gender representa-
tion, at least in terms of sheer numbers. However, 
it is important to note than numbers are not ev-
erything. In 2005, a group of experts on women 
in politics from across the world, sponsored by the 
United Nations Division for the Advancement of 
Women, convened in Ethiopia. In this meeting 
they discussed the involvement of women in the 
decision making process in all levels of govern-
ment. When discussing representation in the leg-
islature, the experts noted that there are two types 
of representation: descriptive representation and 
substantive representation.13

Descriptive representation, as they described 
it, deals purely with the numbers of those in a 
representative body that share the same trait as 
an individual. Those who aim for high descriptive 
representation subscribe to the theory that if a par-
liament is 50 percent female, then both men and 
women will have their interests equally represent-
ed. It essentially implies that female interests are 
well represented simply by having a large number 
of women in the legislature. Unfortunately, this is 
often not the case.

The other type of representation, substantive 
representation, aims to increase the number of 
legislators who support the interests of a certain 
group. For example, a country’s legislature could 
be entirely men, but, if many of them were strong 
supporters of issues that women of that nation 
cared about, women could still have strong sub-
stantive representation. Conversely, a legislature 
could have a strong female presence, but if the 
women were more concerned with non-gendered 
issues such as religion, fiscal policy, or defense, the 
women of that country could be weakly substan-
tively represented, even with high descriptive rep-
resentation. 14 

This phenomenon of women attaining higher 
descriptive representation than substantive rep-
resentation is common, specifically in the case of 
South Africa. In her book, Women in South African 
Parliament, Hannah Evelyn Britton describes her 
experience interviewing South African parliamen-
tary representatives and observing the effectiveness 
of both male and female representatives. She noted 
that there have been, and currently are, a number 
of institutional problems that make it difficult for 
women to achieve success at representing the inter-
ests of their fellow South African women. They are 
largely split into two categories: barriers discour-
aging women from working together, and barri-
ers that discourage women from legislative work 
in general.

The former of these two relates to women pri-
oritizing other issues over gender specific issues. 
It is tempting to assume that any women elected 
to a legislative seat will prioritize issues related to 
women, and work together with the other elected 
females to pass legislation. But often, other issues 
come first, and women can become drawn in to 
partisan politics, making it difficult for them to 
form partnerships across the aisle.15

Even more detrimental to the success of female 
legislatures are the issues that discourage women 
from seeking re-election. It is the norm in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa for women deal with all of a family’s 
“domestic obligations” like childcare, limiting their 
ability and/or desire to take on the heavy work-
load that comes with being a representative. While 
this is the biggest obstacle female legislators face 
in South Africa and other Sub-Saharan countries, 
there are a variety of smaller day-to-day challenges 
that further discourage women from working in 
such an environment. One example of this noted 
by Britton is when female South African legisla-
tors had to petition to turn up the temperature in 
the legislative chamber. It had always been set at a 
lower temperature because the suits the men wore 
kept them warm, and the female representatives 
“often had to add shawls to stay warm.”16

If institutional trends that discourage females 
from seeking re-election continue, women’s issues 
will be less likely to see substantial legislative re-
sults. The reason that it is so important to retain 
individual female legislators is because of the im-
portance that incumbency holds in passing legis-
lation. A caucus of incumbent female legislators 
holds political clout, and will therefore be much 
more effective at engaging in legislative creation 
and compromise than one that is inexperienced 
and filled with new members every election. 17 
What is as important to gendered legislative suc-
cess as getting females into the legislative chamber 
is making sure they stick around in the next elec-
tions.

What we have seen over the last several decades 
is that Sub-Saharan African nations recognize the 
need for higher female representation, but only if 
their rhetoric toward meaningful change is sincere. 
Equal representation amongst genders rewards a 
country with both equality, and the stability that 
comes with a higher percentage of the citizenry’s 
interests represented. The reason that Rwanda, 
South Africa, and Mozambique have the highest 
levels of female representation is that each of these 
nations went through a period of turmoil, which 
ultimately evoked desires for honest, fair, and nec-
essary reforms. These volatile periods also shook 
up the status quo and allowed for women to be a 
part of the new entity that would fill each nation’s 
power vacuum.

Obviously a nation should not encourage a pe-
riod of war or instability in order to be left with 
a blank slate to work with in the aftermath, but 
there are things that other countries can do to fos-
ter more equality amongst genders. First, govern-

ments and parties should be encouraged to imple-
ment quota systems for female representation. 
While the Rwandan constitutional quota provides 
a stable legal framework for this to occur, the vol-
untary party quotas are a much more immediate, 
simple, and politically feasible way to implement 
quotas without having to alter constitutions. But, 
once a quota system is implemented, more must 
be done to assure equal substantive representation. 
First and foremost, the legislative bodies them-
selves need to make sure that their inner workings 
and attitudes are conducive to an influx of new 
female representatives. Once this is accomplished, 
a greater effort can be taken to encourage men to 
take on some of the domestic burden, so to allow 
women the time and flexibility to pursue incum-
bency, a key to legislative success.
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In recent years, Brazil has quietly been increas-
ing its international profile through extensive in-
ternational development programs despite the fact 
that Brazil itself receives considerable aid from 
other states. In addition to contributing millions 
to the United Nations Development Program, the 
World Food Program, reconstruction in Haiti, and 
Gaza, Brazilian businesses and the state-owned 
Brazilian Development Bank invest billions more 
abroad. While Brazil’s foreign investment initiatives 
will profit Brazilian firms and no doubt bring eco-
nomic growth to target regions, Brazil is situated 
to win politically as well. By building a reputation 
as an international actor through foreign develop-
ment, Brazil is generating the sort of political clout 
that will lead to success in its other, less successful 
foreign policy goals such as securing a more promi-
nent place in the international community, a plan 
that other states should seek to emulate.

Brazil’s development programs in Africa be-
gan in Mozambique and Angola, countries that 
also speak Portuguese and share some cultural el-
ements. Increasingly, though, Brazil has come to 
invest in other countries across the African conti-
nent, including Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, the Congo, 
and Tanzania. Brazil also provides investment and 
funding for Latin American nations like Cuba, Bo-
livia, and Honduras. Aside from boosting econo-
mies abroad, Brazil’s international economic plans 
increase its influence in regions directly affected 
and elsewhere.

These foreign development programs appear 
to be in sharp contrast to similar efforts made by 
China to appeal to developing countries. First, Bra-
zilian firms frequently hire people in the countries 
in which the firms operate, as opposed to China, 
who has been criticized in the past for eschewing 
local labor options in favor of sending its own 
citizens to fill positions. In addition to investment, 
Brazil provides support for social and agricultural 
programs. As a tropical country with world-class 
agricultural industries, Brazil is uniquely qualified 
to assist on agricultural issues in African countries 
with similar climates. China, on the other hand, 
tends to finance infrastructure abroad, which gives 
Chinese companies as well as local people easier 
access to resources. Of course, the environmental 
consequences of development are often very seri-
ous. Within its own borders, Brazil has typically 
chosen to forgo environmental protection in favor 
of economic growth. The targets of Brazil’s develop-
ment programs should, therefore, do what they can 
to enforce regulation of Brazilian firms and stand 

up for their own environmental interests. 
Brazil’s diplomatic and financial efforts in de-

veloping nations have come in place of expanded 
relations with Europe and the United States. De-
spite building flourishing relationships with Afri-
can states under former Brazilian president Luiz 
Ignacio Luis da Silva, Brazil’s relationship with the 
United States has cooled dramatically in recent 
years. Indeed, Brazil’s actions represent a break 
from previous patterns of development. Histori-
cally, foreign aid has tended to flow from North 
America and Europe to Latin America and Africa, 
or from north to south. Increasingly, as demon-
strated by Brazil, international development is 
moving between developing countries, primarily 
in Latin America and Africa, or from south to 
south. South-South development is often much 
more appealing to leaders in developing coun-
tries, as it does not carry the imperial overtones 
sometimes found in aid programs sponsored by 
developed countries. Increased south-south co-
operation not only supports mutual economic 
growth between developing countries, but boosts 
their collective political strength in a world system 
otherwise dominated by wealthy countries.

While Brazil’s foreign development is largely 
hailed as thriving, traditional international donors 
have begun to reduce contributions in light of their 
own economic downturns, and Brazil has been less 
successful in its other recent foreign policy projects. 
In 2010, former president Lula sought to negoti-
ate a deal between the West and Iran regarding 
the latter’s nuclear program, but the negotiations 
fell through. Brazil encountered similar difficul-
ties in bringing the West and Middle East together 

to create an international agreement about Syria. 
Brazil has thus far been unsuccessful at securing 
international environmental accords, as in the dis-
appointing case of the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development, also known as the 
Rio Earth Summit. Finally, Brazil has struggled to 
gain traction in its bid for a permanent UN Secu-
rity Council seat. Strengthening its reputation as 
a pragmatic, action-oriented figure in the interna-
tional arena will boost Brazil’s reputation. Eventu-
ally, this should lead to Brazil becoming more of an 
international agenda-setter.

Brazil belongs to the BRIC states, an acronym 
consisting of Brazil, Russia, India, and China that 
refers to the group’s rising economic and political 
potential. While the exact situation of each coun-
try varies – Russia and China are already perma-
nent UN Security Council members, and as previ-
ously mentioned, China is a major player in the 
international economy – Brazil’s strategy should 
be taken as an example of how a developing state 
can challenge the status quo of international pow-
er and construct a more influential role. Indeed, 
the political gains Brazil is likely to make through 
its international development program should be 
a success story for many states that have tradition-
ally played a smaller role in international affairs.

Actions in seeking increased ties to Africa and 
other Latin American countries demonstrate Bra-
zil’s noticeable drift from the US-dominated uni-
lateral status quo since the end of the Cold War, 
and toward a – possibly BRIC-led – multilateral 
international system. Brazil’s pragmatic foreign 
policy strategies seem poised to place it securely 
as a world leader.

moving on up:
brazil’s international Development and global reputation
— Amanda Bourlier
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Government complex in Brasilia, Brazil, where the Brazilian government and Development Bank are based. 
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More than the individual economic costs 
or health costs for users, the soaring number of 
deaths from drug related violence is the most 
tragic consequence of drug use. In 2006, under 
the leadership of President Felipe Calderón, the 
Mexican military began to directly engage drug 
cartels. While many applauded Calderón’s “get 
tough” strategy, six years of increased violence and 
civilian death tolls that has put the country on the 
verge on a humanitarian crisis reveal a grim truth: 
declaring war on drug smuggling has actually in-
creased overall violence.

Many gangs like Los Zetas, which was found-
ed by former members of Mexican Special Forces, 
operate in a highly structured manner, similar to 
a small army. Of late, the Mexican government 
has adapted a strategy based on the War on Terror 
by targeting the leaders of the largest cartels and 
gangs. By targeting the leaders, the government 
hopes to cause a total breakdown of communica-
tion inside the cartels. To the excitement of many 
international observers, the renewed campaign 
has seen some very tangible results. Mexican 
Special Forces have neutralized prominent cartel 
members, including leaders of the Sinoloa and 
Los Zetas cartels. 

While these deaths serve as excellent newspa-
per headlines, the deaths of top cartel bosses do 
not affect everyday Mexicans. Instead, younger 
members of the crime organizations step up to 
fill the power vacuum, often with heinous acts of 
violence in order to make a name for themselves. 
A recent shootout between Mexican marines and 
members of the Los Zetas cartel illustrates the di-
lemma of Mexican citizens; while the world’s news 
outlets celebrated the death of the cartel’s front-
man, the shootout took place in a crowded street 
right next to a Little League baseball game.

Escalating the drug conflict to an all-out war 
might be justifiable if it yielded significant and 
beneficial results. But, with this new strategy, 
Mexico is seeing an increasing number of deaths 
each year. Each headline declaring a minor vic-
tory is matched by at least two others announcing 
the discovery of mass unmarked graves or the dis-
appearance of a progressive activist or journalist. 
Mexicans are left to watch their country deterio-
rate as the cartels and army engage in increasingly 
frequent violent battles. 

To diminish civilian causalities, the govern-
ment should curb military challenges to the cartels. 
Although cartels abuse poor Mexicans and con-
tinue to perpetuate border violence, alternatives to 
a military-based approach must be implemented 
in order for real change to take hold. The federal 
government should work more with the states to 

improve local policing and to provide more eco-
nomic opportunities for its poor citizenry.

By moving to root out police corruption and 
bribery, Mexico would put more pressure on the 
cartels at the local level. In doing so, the govern-
ment would be eliminating a cog in the mecha-
nism that allows cartels to survive even when their 
leaders are killed. By taking the military pressure 
off of the cartels, Mexico could lower the stakes in 
the drug war and in doing so lower the need for a 
violent response. With strong justice system, law 
enforcement agencies would have a real alternative 
to engaging cartels in deadly shootouts across the 
country.

Coupling an ease of pressure with a major 
push for economic development would provide 
the best chance for change. With rising corn pric-
es, increasing living expenses, and a volatile quasi 
civil war, few options remain for Mexico’s youth. 
Vigilantism and civilian justice are not options for 
the Mexican population either, as cartels smuggle 
large amounts of heavy weapons to bolster the 
strength of their drug rackets. The only move-
ments that have completely held their own against 
the violence are massive strikes by the ordinary 
people of Mexico, like a massive 2011 teachers 
strike in Acapulco. The city’s teachers mobilized 
to protest of extortion of school funds by cartels. 
Instead of pushing Mexico further toward a civil 
war, the government should do everything it can 
to show it stands with the people who are fed up 
with the corruption that is permeating into so 
many facets of their everyday lives.

Vague promises of support mean little in to-
day’s world of political volatility. To ensure a con-

crete impact, Mexico needs to invest in the assets 
that give it the best chance for better a future. 
Investing heavily in primary education, especially 
for girls, would be a great step forward. As more 
and more foreign companies like Nissan and 
Honda look to start new operations in Mexico, 
an educated growing middle class has the poten-
tial to change the face of the nation. A youth and 
women’s political revolution has the potential to 
fight cartel influence in a way that shootouts and 
midnight raids will never be able to. By mobilizing 
those who are most hurt by the actions of cartels, 
Mexico can come together to stem the splintering 
tide of violence.

a War on sense
— Domenic Rizzolo
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Mexican troops during a recent drug bust.



While racial difference is at the forefront of a 
Brazilian national discussion about economic equal-
ity, it is a difficult concept to define in the context 
of the country’s history. Anthropologists assert that 
race is not a legitimate biological construct, but 
exists solely as a social marker institutionalized in 
particular countries through government and social 
action. Americans rarely question the notion that 
race is a symbol of inherent difference, but this is 
not the case everywhere in the world. In a country 
like Brazil, where a large percentage of the popu-
lation belongs to multiple racial groups, race is a 
more ambiguous construct. 

As a result of recent debate surrounding race 
and opportunity, the Brazilian government enacted 
a significant affirmative action law in August, com-
pelling federal universities to reserve 50 percent 
of their admission spots for low-income students, 
particularly for those of African descent. While this 
law is significant as the first major policy initiative 
to address the complex and negative impact of race 
relations on a particular subset of the Brazilian 
population, it is only an isolated effort to eliminate 
economic disparities. Additional educational and 
vocational initiatives are necessary to comprehen-
sively address differences between racial groups in 
Brazil.

In his book Race in Another America, Edward 
Telles conveys that in many Latin American coun-
tries, including Brazil, race is understood as a 
“mixture, melding racial differences into a single 
homogenous entity.” This notion of race may be a 
legitimate social construction, but it is not present 
in the highly stratified Brazilian economic system. 
According to the Brazilian Institute of Geography 
and Statistics, Brazilians of African descent, who 
account for over 50 percent of the population, are 
significantly more likely to be less educated and 
have lower incomes than other Brazilian citizens. 

Some have criticized the quota system outlined 
in the affirmative action law for exacerbating the 
problem by institutionalizing racial differences for 
the first time in modern Brazilian history. While 
Brazil had institutionalized slavery, it did not have 
post-slavery racial oppression like the United States. 
Due to this historical context, not only conservative 
politicians, but many academics and social scien-
tists also oppose this policy. According to Brazilian 
Anthropologist Yvonne Maggie, the main weakness 
of this law is that it emulates affirmative action in 
higher education in the United States. In a New 
York Times op-ed, she discussed the problem of cre-
ating racial terms for college admissions in a coun-

try where no policies were ever implemented to 
marginalize people of African descent after slavery 
was abolished. She understands that economic and 
social disparities do exist, but does not think that 
they are the result of clearly defined racial division. 

While it is true that race is not explicitly a central 
theme to the political and social trajectory of post-
slavery Brazil, the current economic hierarchy re-
flects racial difference. According to The Rio Times, 
approximately 11 percent of Brazilian children, 
almost all of whom are white, attend exclusive and 
expensive private secondary schools and in turn, 
dominate the federal university admissions process. 
The composition of the Brazilian workforce reflects 
this educational advantage. The many proponents 
of the Brazilian affirmative action policy argue that 
the policy is necessary because it attempts to alle-
viate the intersecting economic disadvantages that 
arise due to race and class. 

Projections of the potential impact of this policy 
are staggering. The Rio Times suggests that affirma-
tive action will increase the number of low-income 
and African-descent students in Brazilian universi-
ties by 128 percent. While some critics have ques-
tioned these students’ ability to succeed academi-
cally at prestigious federal universities with a public 
school background, many Brazilian universities 
have voluntarily implemented smaller-scale affir-
mative action programs, and according to Brazilian 
government officials, the students admitted have 
excelled academically. 

Affirmative action at the university level has the 
potential to affect Brazilian racial disparities. Over 
the years, this law will eventually have a positive 
impact on the ability of successful low-income 
students to qualify for professional jobs. However, 
this policy alone does not address the broader is-
sue of race-based economic disparity. Racial differ-
ence has an impact on virtually all educational and 
economic institutions. For example, most children 
who attend private schools excel in both the admis-
sions process and academics at prestigious federal 
universities; students educated in public secondary 
schools are not given the same high quality educa-
tion and are often unable to compete. Reforming 
public education at a lower level in addition to these 
affirmative action efforts should be a major focus 
of the Brazilian government at this time. Through 
such measures, the gap in academic preparedness 
between public and private school students would 
decrease. 

Reforms to the public school system would, 
admittedly, require significantly more time, money, 
and planning from the federal government than 
implementing a mandatory quota system. How-
ever, the long-term effects of improving the public 
education system are significant in terms of bridg-
ing race and class based boundaries. High quality 
public education could radically change Brazil’s 
economic and social landscape, making the diverse 
country more competitive in an increasingly glo-
balized world. 

Diverging conceptions of Difference: 
affirmative action in brazil 
— Tanika Raychaudhuri
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A view of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil’s second largest city, which reflects the country’s racial and socio-economical 

diversity.
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The Foreign Ministry of Cuba recently issued 
a statement accusing the United States govern-
ment of encouraging government dissention by 
providing Cubans with internet access. US State 
Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland re-
buked the accusations, claiming the US provides 
Cubans with free internet access through its In-
terest Section as part of a global mission to pro-
mote freedom of information, not to encourage 
rebellion. Nuland asserted that the Communist 
Party’s restrictions on Cuban media prompted the 
US to carry its mission to Cuba. Given the poor 
relationship between the US and Cuba, it is not 
surprising that each country accused the other of 
illicit activity. To this day, the US has the same 
embargo on Cuban goods that President John F. 
Kennedy implemented in 1962. Although it may 
strain the relationship even further, the US should 
continue to provide free internet access to Cubans 
in order to offer them freedom of information and 
the means to create political change.

The US must continue to provide informa-
tional freedom to Cubans because they do not 
have access to open information in their country. 
The Communist Party in Cuba has control over 
all types of media and restricts civilians’ access to 
information, only allowing them to publish ma-
terial that coincides with the goals of the party. 
Cubans who violate the censorship laws face ar-
rest, assault, and government surveillance. Most 
recently, Cuban officials arrested prominent anti-
government blogger Yoani Sánchez for content 
on her blog Generation Y. On the blog, Sanchez 
regularly criticizes the Cuban government for re-
stricting freedom of press and harassing dissenters 
like herself. Sanchez’s efforts to inform her fellow 
Cubans of the government’s oppression are inef-
fective, however, considering she is better known 
internationally than domestically due to the lack 
of information flow in Cuba. By controlling the 
media outlets, the Communist Party cripples its 
political opponents and prevents Cuban citizens 
from checking the power of the government. 

Restricted access to social media has contrib-
uted to the Cuban people’s inability to impose 
political change for the past 53 years. Under the 
leadership of Fidel Castro, the Communist Party 
has ruled the country with an iron fist. Although 
Castro cultivated an education system that virtu-
ally eradicated illiteracy, he has also stripped Cu-
bans of their civil rights. In addition to restricting 
their freedom of expression, religion, and emigra-
tion, Castro notoriously sent political dissenters to 
labor camps and executed many via firing squads. 

As social media is a popular and efficient means 
for citizens to express themselves and mobilize, 
restricted access curbs their civil rights and ability 
to incite change.  

As a supporter of democracy and human 
rights, the US should continue to provide free 
internet access to Cubans in order to allow them 
the opportunity to express themselves, whether or 
not they support the Communist Party. Although 
the internet is not the traditional way to start a 
revolution, it has contributed to many contempo-
rary revolutions by allowing citizens to commu-
nicate and organize effectively. For example, an 
Egyptian political group called the April 6 Youth 
Movement united 70,000 Egyptians through its 
Facebook page to support a textile worker’s strike 
on April 6, 2008. Although the strike was unsuc-
cessful, the April 6 Youth Movement continued 
to gain popularity and ultimately contributed to 
the revolution in 2011 and 2012. By providing 
Cubans with the same technological arsenal, the 
US gives Cubans the chance to achieve the same 
revolutionary outcome if they so desire.

The timing of Cuba’s statement against the 
US’s informational mission suggests that the Cu-
ban government realizes the threat of social media. 
Considering the US has been providing informa-
tional services to Cubans for many years without 
much opposition, Cuba’s change in policy suggests 
they have a new fear of revolution. Since witness-
ing the power of social media in the Arab Spring, 
Cuba has increased its use of the media to turn 
the tables on independent bloggers and journal-
ists. According to Human Rights Watch, the com-
munist regime commonly broadcasts smear cam-
paigns on public television to portray the online 
bloggers and journalists as “cyber-mercenaries” 
and “puppets of the empire.” The government’s 
harsh rhetoric undoubtedly aims to discourage 
Cubans from using the internet, which they ac-
curately see as the most potent source of unrest. 
In addition, Cuba hopes its criticism of the US’s 
practices prevents other countries from providing 
similar services in their embassies. 

Although social media has yet to start a full-

scale revolution, the continued expansion of tech-
nology provides some hope for the future. As the 
world becomes increasingly connected through 
social media, oppressive governments will have 
fewer places to hide. Despite their efforts to con-
trol media, governments will need to embrace so-
cial media to keep up economically with the rest 
of the world. As a result, more citizens will gain 
access to social media, allowing them to expose 
the missteps of government and organize politi-
cally. Until then, however, the US should con-
tinue to give Cubans internet access in case such a 
transformation never transpires.

the internet:
cuba’s Vehicle to Democracy
— Jackson Montalbano 

as the world becomes increasingly 
connected through social media, 
oppressive governments will have 
fewer places to hide.”“



The implementation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in July of 1994 
resulted in a rapid expansion of trade and invest-
ment between the United States, Mexico, and 
Canada. Trade between NAFTA countries has 
increased over 150 percent since then, tying the 
Mexican economy closer to the larger and more 
developed American and Canadian economies. 
The impact, however, has been both positive and 
negative. NAFTA has connected Mexican produc-
ers to American technology and investment and 
its economy has grown more stable in response. 
However, Mexico’s agricultural industry has suf-
fered and country-wide income inequality has in-
creased. The dilemma Mexico faces is telling as to 
why many of South America’s largest economies 
oppose expanded free trade with the United States 
or each other. The isolationist policies of these 
other countries are a barrier to increased modern-
ization and investment, as well as improved po-
litical relations within the region. Expanded free 
trade faces a number of issues; however, the failure 
to secure a region-wide agreement has prevented 
trade in the Americas from reaching its full po-
tential. 

Despite the absence of a region-wide agree-
ment, trade in the Americas has grown extensively. 
The United States has a network of bilateral and 
multilateral agreements in place with many of its 
trading partners, including NAFTA, the Domini-
can Republic-Central America-United States free 
trade agreement, and bilateral Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) with Chile and Peru. Countries en-
gaged in FTAs with the United States have experi-
enced trade expansions similar to Mexico. Exports 
to the United States in 1996 totaled 75 billion, 
1.9 billion, and 2.2 billion dollars respectively for 
Mexico, Costa Rica and Chile. By 2011, these 
figures increased to 263 billion, 9 billion, and 10 
billion dollars, respectively. Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) has also greatly increased. Since 1994, 
American FDI in Mexico increased 440 percent to 
91.4 billion dollars, according to the nonpartisan 
Congressional Research Service.

These numbers show that trade skyrocketing 
in little over a decade, despite the absence of the 
large South American economies. This suggests 
that trade is likely to follow this pattern and ex-
pand further if more free trade policies are ad-
opted. Large labor forces and natural resources 
remain untapped as barriers to trade persist. By 
lowering these barriers, Brazilian energy firms 
could export fuel to a hungry American market, 

and Argentinean agriculture exports could reach 
populations across the hemisphere at a cheaper 
rate. When proposed in this regard, free trade ap-
pears to provide a great benefit to these countries. 
This view, however, does not take into consider-
ation the network of resulting externalities that 
are detrimental to domestic industry. 

NAFTA’s impact on Mexico’s agricultural sec-
tor, for example, has often been cited as a reason to 
avoid free trade agreements with the United States. 
Cheap food imports from the United States as a 
result of NAFTA have dramatically altered the in-
dustry. Mexico’s agricultural industry now empha-
sizes factory style farming similar to the US. This 
process requires far more capital to be successful, 
so FDI increases, but it devastates poor household 
and small-scale farmers. The number of Mexicans 
employed in rural agriculture has dropped by over 
a million in the first ten years of NAFTA. This is 
among the most controversial aspects of NAFTA 
to Mexicans, who believe the free trade agreement 
unfairly supports more developed states at the ex-
pense of poorer, rural southern states.

Income disparities present the most significant 
barrier to increased free trade. NAFTA’s impact 
on Mexican states has varied widely depending 
on development. Highly developed states have 
experienced higher levels of FDI and trade, while 
foreign interests neglect poorer states, leaving 
them vulnerable to changes in the economy. The 
result is that while NAFTA has narrowed Mexico’s 
income disparity with the United States overall, 
it has also increased income disparity within the 

nation. A country like Brazil, which has high lev-
els of poverty and income disparity, is unlikely to 
enter a trade agreement with the US given these 
dynamics that slow the development of much of 
its population. Issues such as these present a high 
hurdle to increased free trade in the region.

One solution to this problem is to narrow the 
parameters of new FTAs to maximize trade where 
it is most beneficial while also protecting other 
sectors. For example, more liberal trade policies 
could target Brazilian energy exports , while agri-
cultural products remain untouched. This would 
open Brazil’s energy market to American FDI, 
technological innovations, and refining capacity. 
At the same time, cheap American food imports 
would not touch Brazil’s agricultural sector, pro-
tecting farmers’ livelihoods. An historical example 
of this type of agreement is the European Coal and 
Steel Community, which eventually became the 
European Union. Signatories of this agreement 
in the 1950s realized the potential gains from ex-
panded trade, but did not wish to enter a full trad-
ing union. Expanding free trade in the Americas is 
the best course of action, perhaps starting with a 
union of energy producers. It is clear that there are 
issues with a region-wide FTA, however, there are 
also clear benefits that, if properly implemented, 
will offset these costs.

examining expanded free
trade in the americas
— Josh Kaplan
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Canada’s government has long served as a 
model example of a functioning parliamentary 
system. Its greatest strength lies in the power 
vested to the controlling party, which allows for 
a swift and direct legislative process. Abuse of this 
strength, however, results in one-sided and dubi-
ous policies that fail to address the diverse needs 
of a diverse nation. The Conservative Party, led by 
Stephen Harper, currently controls the House of 
Commons, the legislative body in Canadian Par-
liament. But, control is not quite a strong enough 
word. Never before has such a heavy-handed and 
uncompromising administration dominated the 
Canadian legislature. 

In 1994, Stephen Harper, then a Reform Party 
Member of Parliament, argued that the Liberal 
government’s 21-page omnibus budget bill was 
“so diverse that a single vote on the content would 
put members in conflict with their own princi-
ples.” His point was valid: An omnibus bill con-
tains many pieces of legislation, and inevitably, 
responsible members of Parliament cannot agree 
wholeheartedly with every provision. 

However, Mr. Harper’s sentiments on com-
plex budgets changed once his party claimed par-
liamentary power. The Conservative government 
recently passed the omnibus budget bill C-38, 
which tipped the scales at a bulky 425 pages. The 
opposition’s subsequent outrage is understand-
able; the excessive length is reminiscent of a copy 
of War and Peace, and the provisions contained 
within the bill radically alter many of Canada’s 
most important institutions. 

Most media attention surrounded the legisla-
tion’s impact on the environment and unemploy-
ment benefits. The bill so blatantly encourages oil 
and natural gas developments at the expense of 
the scenic Canadian coastline that Tom Siddon, 
the former Fisheries Minister and a Conservative, 
expects the legislation will “leave a huge gap in 
protecting fish habitat.” 

Economnists also predict that C-38’s altera-
tions to employment insurance will depress wages 
significantly, force workers into jobs they are not 
trained to perform, and leave many Canadians fi-
nancially worse-off than before the modifications.

But what is truly worrisome is the fact that 
C-38 contained 72 different pieces of legislation, 
most of which will never enter the media spot-
light. The opposition requested splitting the bill 
and sending it to respective committees for fur-
ther review. Conservatives refused to break apart 
the massive bill, citing the need to implement job 
creation laws as soon as possible. But the sweeping 
nature of changes initiated in C-38 necessitated 
further review. Even members of Mr. Harper’s 
own party agree: As former Member of Parliament 

(MP) and fellow Conservative John Fraser put it, 
this is “bad democracy.”

Here the Conservatives are again hypocritical. 
In 1984, the Liberal government broke apart its 
omnibus budget bill in response to opposition de-
mands, and the whole process was over in a couple 
days. Harper himself agonized over a bill one-
twentieth the size of C-38. There was no national 
emergency requiring the passage of C-38, and the 
government has been known to split apart a bill 
when necessary. Harper’s Conservatives, however, 
refuse to compromise as the Liberals did during 
the 1980s. 

The explanations for this unwillingness to 
compromise lie in the Conservatives’ majority. 
Simply put, no junior Conservative MP is will-
ing to step out of line, and dissent does not exist 
within the controlling party, there is no need to 
respond to the opposition. Take David Wilks, a 
rookie Conservative MP, whose videotaped con-
demnations of C-38 generated quite a firestorm in 
the press. The very next day he retracted his criti-
cisms and mechanically asserted, “I look forward 
to supporting the bill and seeing it passed.” Many 
surmise Mr. Wilks received a less than enthusias-
tic phone call from a high up Harper official. The 
reversal illustrates the tight grasp the Prime Min-
ister possesses over his party. Constructive debate, 
carefully scrutinized legislation, and a healthy 
discourse between the government and the op-
position fall by the wayside without individuality 
in Parliament. These are principles of democracy, 
principles that Mr. Harper himself valiantly stood 

by eighteen years ago. 
Without a functional relationship between the 

majority and minority, legislation is one-sided and 
not representative of a diverse nation of 37 mil-
lion. Good legislation possesses input from both 
sides of the aisle. A system in which a powerful 
majority tramples the minority opinion produces 
legislation that inexorably fails to adequately meet 
the needs of the public. 

Conservatives have taken full advantage of 
their power. A multitude of controversial bills 
is unnecessary when a single behemoth of a bill 
serves the same purpose. Not to mention, by not 
splitting C-38, the Conservatives dodged any 
public outcry that may have arisen from a more 
in-depth analysis of its individual provisions. 

Unfortunately, a finely tuned, functioning de-
mocracy in Canada does not seem to be in the 
cards. The Harper Administration recently tabled 
C-45, a new and equally contentious omnibus 
budget bill that is 443 pages long.

Canadians deserve a government that under-
stands and responds to the interests of all. Cur-
rently, this government does not exist. In eighteen 
years, Mr. Harper’s hair has grayed, his office has 
grown, and his title has changed, but he must look 
back on the youthful, ideological MP he once was 
if he truly has Canada’s best interest in mind. 

stephen harper’s flawed Democracy
— Sam Buchman
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Nestled among the mountains of El Alvila Na-
tional Park, Venezuela’s capital Caracas flushes an 
orange-red in a brilliant skyline sunset. Now, after 
a decade of rising drug-related violence, these col-
ors are more reminiscent of recent acts of blood-
shed than of scenic beauty. 

In 2008, Venezuela had one of the top over-
all per capita murder rates in the world (47 per 
100,000), according to a UN report, well over 
the global average (6.9 per 100,000). News agen-
cies claim that Caracas is the most dangerous city 
in South America, and this is no overstatement. 
But, within its sprawling barrios, one might en-
counter something pleasantly unexpected: the 
sound of classical music, and lots of it. Venezuela 
houses 125 youth instrumental programs and 31 
symphony orchestras, all under the organization 
of the influential national foundation El Sistema, 
“The System.” 

Economist and musician José Antonio Abreu 
founded El Sistema, then called Social Action, in 
1975 to stem teenage crime within Caracas. After 
more than 35 years, 2 million children have passed 
through the program, 70-90 percent of whom 
came from poor socio-economic backgrounds. 
Organized by levels of proficiency, from novice en-
sembles to traveling orchestras, El Sistema differs 
from other crime prevention programs by provid-
ing long-term investment in its pupils. Students 
begin to receive mentorship in classical music at 
ages as young as six, and continue until young 
adulthood. By providing children with long-term 
mentorship, El Sistema gives youth an incentive 
to stay off the streets and away from drug abuse 
and crime.

To Abreu, classical music possesses the power 
to produce much needed social change within 
Venezuela. “Music,” he asserted in one BBC in-
terview, “has to be recognized as an agent of so-
cial development, in the highest sense because it 
transmits the highest values – solidarity, harmony, 
mutual compassion. It has the ability to unite an 
entire community, and to express sublime feel-
ings.” 

Can classical music truly curtail Venezuela’s 
high crime? Such optimism may stand as a solitary 
beacon in a rather gloomy reality. The Venezuelan 
Violence Observatory (VVO), a non-governmen-
tal violence that has been monitoring violence 
in Venezuela since 2005, suggests that crime has 
risen even more in recent years, and that 2011 was 
in fact the most “violent in Venezuelan history.” In 
that year, based on VVO’s data, there were 19,336 

homicides, an increase of almost 30 percent from 
2010. Few Venezuelans remain unaffected by the 
rampant violence. 

A rallying cry for improved nationwide securi-
ty among the Venezuelan people has been growing 
for years. The government grasps the urgency of 
the issue: the crime rate has remained a top prior-
ity for some time, and multiple anti-crime initia-
tives have been launched, although few have been 
effective. This slow progress, however, cannot be 
blamed entirely on the failing of one country, one 
administration, or one president: Venezuela’s high 
crime rates reflect a larger regional conflict: the 
war on illicit drugs. 

US analysts suggest that the resulting high 
rates of unemployment have been a principle fac-
tor in fueling drug related criminal activity. In 
such conditions, high-paying jobs in Narco-Traf-
ficking Organizations (NTOs) are eagerly sought 
after by the most disadvantaged and most suscep-
tible. Because one third of Venezuela’s 29 million 
residents are under the age of 14, young teenag-
ers make up the driving force for crime activity, 
as they are the most vulnerable group to NTO 
influence. “Between 60 to 70 percent of crimes 
are committed by the youth,” comments Justice 
Minister Tareck El–Aissami, “[it is] young people 
who unfortunately end up being the authors of 
criminal acts.” 

Given the demographics, and given that unem-
ployment is the single most precipitating factor of 
NTO criminal activity, it would be best to invest 
more in the education of Venezuela’s youth, espe-
cially in programs like El Sistema. Venezuela’s cur-
rent president, Hugo Chávez, believes adamantly 
in more preventative, less punitive approaches to 
fighting crime. In addition to issuing a recently 
created security force, the Bolivarian National 

Police, Chávez has proposed the opening of new 
music centers through El Sistema. With grants of 
64 million US dollars per year, El Sistema will be 
expanded to include 500,000 children by each 
year by 2015. 

The Inter-American Development Bank calcu-
lated that, when weighing such benefits as a falloff 
in school drop-out rates and a subsequent decline 
in crime, for every dollar invested in El Sistema, 
Venezuela would be reaping about 1.68 dollars 
in social dividends. Moreover, research examin-
ing youth intervention programs, like El Sistema, 
shows an average 75 percent reduction of conduct 
disorders relative to non-treated control groups 
within high-risk US inner cities, such as New York 
or Los Angeles. 

Although it is in the midst of Latin America’s 
illicit drug trade, Venezuela, as a nation, has re-
sponded very well: President Chávez’s line of anti-
crime programs, specifically programs centered 
upon prevention such as El Sistema, offer great 
potential for positive change. With such over-
whelming support, El Sistema’s mission to mend 
a fractured community will be carried out in full: 
the key is individual empowerment. “Through 
music we can achieve thousands of good things 
because of our involvement through the people, 
not in spite of them,” writes Gustavo Dudamel, a 
graduate of El Sistema and now a world-renowned 
conductor. 

By presenting an alternative to drug abuse, 
gangs, and crime, El Sistema stands as a beacon 
of opportunity for Venezuelan youth. Because of 
this, El Sistema can be regarded as an international 
success. As its senior orchestra, Orquesta Sinfónica 
Simón Bolivar, currently travels to Europe, per-
forming works from Chopin to Mozart for foreign 
audiences, its progress is reported on the Venezu-
elan national news, like any sport or election. The 
people hail El Sistema as a source of national pride. 
It is a national symbol, putting forth the hope of a 
better future for not just the young musicians, but 
for the entire nation of Venezuela as well.

harmony within the nation: 
how bravoes convert banditos Within Venezuela
— Arthur Wandzel
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As the effects of global climate change are more 
fully understood and climate models improve, 
Earth’s environmental situation begins to look dire. 
But, despite increasingly gloomy predictions about 
what the future may hold, we are not doomed to sit 
and wait for the impending environmental chang-
es. We still have a chance to fix things – there is still 
time to reverse climate change.

If we do not seize this opportunity, the outcome 
will be devastating. Studies conducted by the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change indicate 
that there is no specific temperature threshold for 
‘dangerous’ levels of climate change, because the 
negative effects of a global temperature rise would 
be gradually increasing over time. However, over 
100 countries have agreed to a target increase of no 
more than two degrees Celsius. 

Around the globe, countries will experience the 
effects of climate change, but a particularly hard-
hit area is projected to be in the Northern part of 
South America. Deforestation and temperature rise 
in the area will contribute to expanding deserts, ris-
ing temperatures, a dwindling water supply, and 
rapidly decreasing levels of biodiversity in Brazil, 
Bolivia, Peru, Columbia, and other Latin American 
countries. These countries could see temperatures 
increase by as much as eight degrees Celsius by the 
year 2100. 

The journal Nature has reported that by halv-
ing the world’s carbon dioxide emissions by 2050, 
we could stabilize global warming below the two 
degree threshold. Yet, the question of whether or 
not it will be possible to achieve this goal remains 
uncertain. Eliminating the hesitation to drastically 
depart from ‘business as usual’ is clearly necessary 
in order to make significant reductions in green-
house gas emissions. However, doubts remain re-
garding an economic and structural transition to a 
green model.

There is no easy solution to the pressing prob-
lem posed by climate change. While solving this 
complex issue will not be a quick fix, there is still 
time to repair the damage that has been inflicted 
on the Earth’s atmosphere since the beginning of 
the industrial era. Currently, the technology exists 
to view the two degree increase goal as feasible – the 
problem now is implementing it. 

Many workable options for reducing carbon 
emissions are already in use on an industrial level. 
Wind, nuclear, and solar power are on the rise. 
And, in countries where lowering carbon output is 
a priority, dependency on cars and coal is declining. 
Policies that provide for more efficient buildings 

and power plants, as well as for the management of 
agricultural soils and forests, are also important.

 A new approach called the ‘stabilization wedge’ 
concept was put forth in 2004 by researchers at 
Princeton University through the Carbon Mitiga-
tion Initiative. It suggests that at this very moment, 
adequate technology exists to reverse effects of cli-
mate change. If we implement a variety of different 
solutions, we could still meet the rapidly approach-
ing deadline of 2050 for capping greenhouse gas 
emissions at the two degree mark. To meet this 
ambitious goal, we must cut projected carbon 
output by around eight billion tons per year over 
the next 50 years. Any number of currently exist-
ing technologies falling under categories such as 
carbon capture and storage, solar, nuclear, or wind 
power, natural sinks, fuel switching, and biomass 
fuels, could be scaled up to prevent a billion tons of 
carbon emissions per year by 2060.

Many of these technologies have already been 
implemented on a large scale around the world. 
Costa Rica has become a leader in the green move-
ment, pledging to go ‘carbon neutral’ by reducing 
or offsetting its greenhouse gas emissions by 2021. 
Over 90 percent of Costa Rica’s electricity comes 
from renewable sources, and its goal is to reach 95 
percent in the next two years. Eight other coun-
tries, including Iceland, the Maldives, New Zea-
land, Norway, Vatican City, and British Columbia, 
have made similar commitments to achieve carbon 
neutrality. 

It is not impracticality or implausibility of cur-

rently existing solutions that has prevented such 
changes from being effectively implemented world-
wide. Lack of political will in many developed or de-
veloping nations has stagnated progress. Major fric-
tion between the US and China especially gummed 
up talks at the Copenhagen Climate Change sum-
mit. Politically and economically it has proven very 
difficult to coordinate collective preventative ac-
tions toward stopping climate change. Developed 
nations are reluctant to implement change for fear 
of damaging their current infrastructure. Compa-
nies that benefit from the current system resist and 
fear change that they see as potentially damaging 
to profits. Developing nations often resist the same 
change for fear that they will be left behind – their 
developmental progress impeded by overly restric-
tive environmental regulations. 

Change is never easy; no one wants to be the 
first to foray into unknown territory. The daunting 
prospect of the work ahead and the fear of failure 
has stopped many a good idea from reaching frui-
tion. But we must not let shortsightedness or uncer-
tainties stop us from doing what needs to be done. 
As climate change and the environmental repercus-
sions of global climate change intensify, we are ap-
proaching a point of no return. A critical junction, 
beyond which there can be no return to normalcy. 
The technology exists, and if we start now, we can 
truly make the change to a greener future. Our en-
vironment is broken, but with countries like Costa 
Rica leading the eco-charge there is still time to save 
the world. Can we fix it? Yes we can.
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South American countries are among the most at risk for increasing temperatures. 

can We fix it? Yes We can!
the effects of climate change on the americas
— Caroline Bissonnette



It came as no surprise that when the ruling 
Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) announced a 
leadership contest that was held on September 21, 
few jumped at the opportunity. Only two minor 
ex-ministers from the party’s fringe contested DPJ 
leadership, and incumbent Yoshihiko Noda eas-
ily won reelection as prime minister. Yet in typi-
cal Japanese fashion, that may not be the case for 
much longer. Termed by some to be the worst job 
in Japan, the prime minister’s seat has changed 
hands once per year since the center-left DPJ came 
to power in 2009, and it looks set to do so again, 
despite Noda’s easy victory at the bi-annual elec-
tion. With political tensions higher than any time 
in recent memory, and with militant nationalism 
now threatening to dominate the nation’s political 
discourse, Mr. Noda will need to assume a stron-
ger leadership role to confront Japan’s worsening 
economic problems. 

Though elections are not formally scheduled 
until August of 2013, the unpopular prime min-
ister has pledged an early poll as part of a com-
promise with the opposition centre-right Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) on controversial sales tax 
hikes. Ostensibly, Mr. Noda’s tax reforms may ap-
pear progressive, simply by merit of constituting 
real effort to break parliamentary gridlock and take 
action to address Japan’s spiraling debt, crippling 
deflation, and flagging economic growth rates. 
In reality, however, few have high hopes for the 
unpopular measure, and it is unlikely that further 
reforms will follow. In addition to the overwhelm-
ingly negative public reaction, the compromise 
came at a steep political cost. Dozens of lawmak-
ers defected from the DPJ in droves, and electoral 
disaster may await those who remain.

That the Prime Minister may have been scared 
away from larger reforms is a very real and very 
dangerous possibility. Upon taking office in 2011, 
Mr. Noda pledged to reverse deflation, boost 
bond sales, and bring Japan into the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership free trade zone. Since then, most fis-
cal reform attempts have been quietly swept under 
the rug, even as unified action on economic issues 
is pressing. With near-recessionary growth rates 
below one percent of GDP, the world’s third-larg-
est economy continues to languish in two decades 
of stagnation. But now a deepening trade deficit, 
an overvalued Yen, an energy crisis, and the still-
ongoing reconstruction of tsunami-ravaged pre-
fectures further complicate matters.

Yet despite the pressing need for cooperation 
and focus on the economy, Japanese political 
discourse seems more polarized than ever before, 
with a sharp shift in rhetoric toward a new wave 
of nationalism. Recent spats with rival China and 

erstwhile ally South Korea over nearly unpopulat-
ed island in the East China Sea have given right-
ist politicians a platform on which to spew fiery 
calls for Japan to assert its authority in the region. 
While such politicians are by no means new to 
Japanese politics, the amount of influence they 
now wield over mainstream political discourse is 
unprecedented.

Perhaps the most influential of these fire-
brands is Toru Hashimoto, the youthful mayor of 
Osaka, Japan’s second city. Mr. Hashimoto, a TV-
personality-turned-politician, founded the Japan 
Restoration Association (NIK.) This Nationalist 
outfit has called for radical decentralization of the 
federal government, direct election of the prime 
minister, steep cuts to entitlement programs, and 
drastic revision of Japan’s pacifist constitution. 
Cultural purism also runs rampant through its 
ranks. Though the NIK holds no seats in the Diet 
yet, Hashimoto has announced their plans to field 
300 candidates in the upcoming general election. 
Disillusioned DPJ parliamentarians have already 
begun to defect.

Though Hashimoto has sworn off national 
politics for the time being – instead focusing on 
remaking Osaka in his image – his rising influence 
and fraying Japanese party politics has led some to 
term him a political Kingmaker, with the support 
of the NIK being enough to bolster a parliamenta-
ry coalition. With voters angry at both major par-
ties and numerous smaller parties picking up the 
slack, such stability is quickly becoming a luxury 
that may decide the results of coming elections.

The influence of the far-right on Japan’s po-
litical mainstream is dangerous for a number of 
reasons. First among them lies in the lack of sub-
stantive economic policy among most National-
ists, Hashimoto included. At best the NIK has 
assembled a ramshackle platform on vague popu-
list rhetoric about low taxes and energy indepen-
dence. At a time when most Japanese citizens rank 
the economy as the most pressing issue of the day, 
the vocal Nationalist fringe seems determined to 
pull discussion to chest-thumping and militant 
rhetoric.

But the real danger posed by Hashimoto and 

his cohorts lies in the impact they have had on 
mainstream policy and discourse. Mr. Noda en-
tered office to an optimistic outlook: an Old 
Guard politician from the days of consensus, he 
pledged to be a unifier and lead Japan through 
“building cooperation between [parties].” The 
political landscape, however, has since changed. 
The Diet’s apparent inability to address major 
economic concerns and meet public demands has 
disgruntled the normally passive Japanese elector-
ate, and support for both the DPJ and LDP are at 
all-time-lows.

The belligerent Mr. Hashimoto gives voice 
to these angers. His harsh criticism of the inept 
central government looks likely to give the NIK 
a three-way share of Diet seats with the DPJ and 
LDP in upcoming parliamentary elections. In 
their desperation, the two major parties are trying 
to adapt, but they are going about it the wrong 
way. Rather than attempting to win back the 
trust of the electorate through compromise and 
problem-solving, they have begun to mimic the 
Nationalists. Even Mr. Noda himself has veered 
sharply to the right in recent months, scrapping 
pragmatic economic policies in exchange for pop-
ulist bluster.

With a snap election expected around the end 
of the year, the next several months will likely 
see rhetoric intensify even further. As papers are 
filed to register the NIK as an official party, Toru 
Hashimoto will fuel the fires of discontent, lam-
basting the “weak” and incompetent government 
in Tokyo, and calling into question the nation’s 
very form of government. “What [Japan] needs,” 
he declared ominously at a rally, “is a dictator.” 

Prime Minister Noda now has perhaps his last 
chance to prove Hashimoto wrong, and steer the 
country back to stable and effective leadership. 
Noda can still restore compromise and lead Japan 
toward proper reform - but only if he can be the 
sort of leader Mr. Hashimoto claims to be.

the melancholy of Yoshihiko noda
— Trevor Grayeb
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We mustn’t continue the kind of 
politics that invests limitless energy 
in politicking and power struggles.”

-Yoshihiko noda,
october 29, 2012 
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According to the American media, the most 
newsworthy development from the United Na-
tion’s General Assembly this September did not 
concern anything that actually occurred during 
the assembly. Rather, news surrounding the as-
sembly focused on President Barack Obama’s 
decision not to meet with any other heads of 
state; this just one week after an attack on the US 
embassy in Libya killed Ambassador Christopher 
Stevens, a foreign service officer, and two embassy 
security personnel.. In the words of CNN’s Wolf 
Blitzer, the President’s decision not to hold bilat-
eral talks was a “missed opportunity.” However, 
bilateral meetings at the UN General Assembly 
would have done little for progress on the most 
high-profile international security issues. On Syr-
ia, Russia and China have stonewalled any diplo-
matic efforts made in the UN Security Council. 
In Iran, economic sanctions have been successful 
in making Iranians question their government’s 
pursuit of a nuclear weapon. Wolf Blitzer, though, 
was correct – there was a “missed opportunity,” 
not regarding the Middle East, but in the South 
China Sea. Tensions between China and many US 
allies in the region are at an all time high, and 
America must do all it can to maintain short-term 
stability in the region. Efforts should include the 
positioning of US warships as a stabilizing force, 
while also ratifying the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to give US 
patrols a legal basis.

Just as China’s economy has grown rapidly, so 
has its demand for energy. According to the In-
ternational Energy Agency, since 2004 China’s 
demand for energy has quadrupled. However, on 
a per-capita basis the Chinese are still only con-
suming one third of the OECD average. Continu-
ing rapid growth in Chinese energy consumption 
is a certainty, and the Chinese government has 
made securing more energy sources a priority. The 
South China Sea, which the Chinese government 
has termed “the next Middle East,” is the focal 
point of the Chinese energy grab. Chinese control 
of the Sea would benefit China both because of its 
potential yield but also because of its strategic lo-
cation close to the Mainland. However, the Phil-
ippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam, and Taiwan 
have also made parallel territorial claims on these 
waters. UNCLOS, which regulates countries’ use 
of the oceans, specifically defining territorial sea 
limits, navigational rights, and legal management 
of resources beyond national jurisdiction, has al-
lowed these nations to have legitimate but over-

lapping claims to the area. Despite having ratified 
UNCLOS, China bases its claims off the now 
infamous “nine dotted line,” a demarcation from 
1949 that includes the entire South China Sea. 

As a result of China’s bellicose territorial 
claims, the involved countries have begun in-
creasing naval patrols to guard their claims. With 
their ships patrolling in close proximity, the risk 
of accidental or purposeful armed conflict has sig-
nificantly increased. The United States is party to 
mutual defense treaties with Japan, Taiwan, and 
the Philippines, and because the United States 
places tremendous importance in honoring de-
fense treaties, any violence against these countries 
would necessitate a military response from the 
US. That risk makes peaceful resolution essential 
to American national security. However, as with 
most US-China issues, China’s economic power 
poses a difficult obstacle. The US cannot sanction 
the Chinese economy into submission like it has 
Iran’s. Nor can the US rely on the UN Security 
Council to sanction pro-active military interven-
tion because China has permanent member status 
on the Council. 

Given these limitations, America requires a 
nuanced approach to deal with the South China 
Sea issue. In order for the US to help facilitate 
negotiations between the parties involved, and 
limit the potential for violence, it must ratify the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. Until now, the United States has not rati-
fied UNCLOS due to arguments that the treaty 
infringes on American sovereignty. However, US-
negotiated maritime laws already more or less fol-

low all of the agreement’s stipulations. Ratification 
of the treaty, though, would give the US Navy a 
legal basis to combat China’s protests against its 
patrols in the South China Sea. Chief of US Naval 
Operations Admiral Johnathan Greenert has said: 
“In the ongoing tension over rights in the South 
China Sea, the United States will be in a stronger 
position of influence by joining the [Law of the 
Sea] convention.” 

Admittedly, US ratification of UNCLOS will 
not alone resolve the fundamental issue at hand. 
Yet, UNCLOS will grant a legal basis for the free 
passage of US naval ships, whose presence in the 
South China Sea would be an important deter-
rent to any further short-term conflict. With UN-
CLOS, the United States can prevent China from 
taking sole possession of the South China Sea, and 
by doing this encourage them to go to the nego-
tiating table. 

In the long term, it is up to diplomats from 
the countries involved to reach an agreement on 
this matter. The desire of these players to utilize 
the potential energy reserves in the South China 
Sea as quickly as possible will provide the impe-
tus for a swift resolution. However, efforts to re-
solve the territorial dispute will not be undertaken 
without short-term stability in the South China 
Sea. The United States is the only country with 
the resources and strength to deliver that stability, 
but our military leaders need a legal framework 
to operate most effectively. If we allow the con-
flict to escalate further, we risk being pulled into a 
regional conflict involving China: a certain worst 
case scenario.
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Competing territorial claims in the South China Sea. 

shifting the focus to the south china sea:
how the us can stabilize the budding regional conflict
— William Scheffer



Even though the national motto of the Repub-
lic of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate,’ means “The truth 
alone triumphs,” the largest democracy in the 
world seems to betray its own mantra as it faces 
a desperate challenge against corruption. Multifold 
corruption in India stretches from land acquisition 
and real estate to telecommunications to mineral 
resources. Seeking to eliminate economic corrup-
tion, an Indian anti-corruption movement led by 
grassroots activist Anna Hazare began in 2011 with 
the intent to reform all sectors through the Jan 
Lokpal Bill. This legislature sought to appoint an 
independent body to fully investigate corruption 
cases. Aiming to spur support for this anti-corrup-
tion bill, Hazare and his followers held rallies across 
the nation, effectively employing media attention 
to galvanize public support. Recently, however, the 
movement has diverted from its activist origins. 
Arvind Kejriwal, arguably Hazare’s closest aide, 
stepped away from activism and turned to politi-
cal office, even though Parliament has yet to pass 
an effectual Jan Lokpal Bill. While Kejriwal intends 
to move India toward corruption-free governance 
through policymaking, signs already indicate that 
this move will almost certainly be unsuccessful. In 
fact, enacting the Jan Lokpal Bill must stem from 
external pressures by the India against Corruption 
movement instead. 

Since entering politics, Kejriwal has accused many 
prominent politicians of corruption. Kejriwal has is-
sued serious corruption charges to both the ruling 
party, the Indian National Congress, and the main 
opposition, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). He 
has indicted Robert Vadra, the son-in-law of Sonia 
Gandhi (President of the Congress Party), in a prop-
erty scam with real estate giant DLF; accused Nitin 
Gadkari (the President of the BJP) of involvement in 
a 1.27 billion dollar farmer irrigation scheme; and 
alleged Salman Khurshid (former Law Minister and 
current minister of External Affairs) for syphoning 
money into personal accounts from his family’s char-
ity fund. While the public may appreciate media 
scrutiny of the activities of senior politicians, Arvind 
Kejriwal has not clarified any of the political posi-
tions of his newly forming party and how his party’s 
agenda will help citizens. In fact, the blame-game 
that Kejriwal plays has somewhat backfired. A Times 
of India poll on November 4 found that 89 percent 
of its readership wants Kejriwal to elicit clear poli-
cies rather than simply highlight corruption cases. 
Moreover, Kejriwal’s strategy of constantly drawing 
attention to corruption cases week after week rep-
resents another major shortcoming of his approach. 

His critics feel that Kejriwal relies on this perpetual 
blame-game to remain relevant and maintain a me-
dia presence across the nation. While this negative 
campaigning keeps Kejriwal in the limelight, more 
and more people now view the idealistic activist as 
someone flippant about serious corruption charges 
and noncommittal about his platform. Citizens in-
creasingly believe that he no longer remains commit-
ted to fighting corruption and that he and his party 
no longer deserve to be taken seriously for national 
leadership. 

Apart from this mudslinging, Kejriwal’s in-the-
works party currently lacks organization. If the 
2014 elections transpired today, the party would be 
unable to develop, endorse, and fund a nationwide 
campaign. The absence of political structures in 
constituencies prevents the oversight of local issues 
and the generation of awareness and enthusiasm 
for the party. In addition, none of the candidates 
within Kejriwal’s party have sturdy political experi-
ence or enjoy popularity within the electorate. Thus 
far, most of Kejriwal’s support resides in urban loca-
tions, which represent less than 30 percent of vot-
ers. With elections just over a year away, Kejriwal 
and his party might stand a reasonable chance of 
winning only a few seats. 

The India against Corruption team espouses 
helping the rural aam aadmi (common man) first, 

with grassroots development in villages across the 
country at the forefront. However, this strategy will 
prevent immediate success for the party because 
working from the ‘base of the pyramid’ requires 
decades to build a solid voter base. While Kejriwal 
remains bullish about the support his party will re-
ceive, he lacks any political history to fall back on 
as evidence. Indeed, whether the India against Cor-
ruption party will win any seats at all in the Lower 
House of Parliament is uncertain. 

Truly, these limitations suggest that best route 
for the India against Corruption movement lies 
outside government halls. Public agitation has 
worked in the past when leaders such as Jayaprakash 
Narayan and Morarji Desai protested through an 
external movement against Indira Gandhi and the 
Congress-led government of the mid-1970s. Their 
actions were so effective that they resulted in the 
Indian Emergency of 1975-1977, a 21-month pe-
riod when Indira Gandhi declared a national state 
of emergency that bestowed her power to suspend 
elections and civil liberties. Apart from this past 
precedent demonstrating the successful impact 
of external movements, another positive sign for 
Kejriwal is that after the Emergency, Narayan and 
Desai formed a party after and won the elections in 
1977. Therein lays a possibility for the India against 
Corruption team: they could continue their move-
ment and combat corruption as an external force, 
then later enter politics to ensure future policymak-
ing that sustains their platform. 

Instead of devoting resources to building po-
litical structures and establishing a base, Kejriwal 
and India against Corruption should focus on 
maintaining their media-drawing clout to amass 
more individuals to their cause. As pressure on the 
government swells and becomes more palpable, a 
future with anti-corruption laws, including the Jan 
Lokpal Bill, looks promising. 

India against Corruption symbolizes intoler-
ance for the intransparency of government and the 
inability to monitor the activities of corrupt offi-
cials. Their crusade symbolized that truth alone tri-
umphs, and that deceitfulness under a ‘veil of pow-
er’ has no place in the political establishment. Yet, 
for India to truly realize ‘Satyameva Jayate,’ Kejriwal 
and his team must steer clear of the dead-ends of 
political office and persist in Hazare’s work of ral-
lies, fasts, and media utilization to bolster support 
from the populace. Perhaps with a large enough 
coalition, India against Corruption may eventually 
force government to be truly accountable to the 
people of India. 
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external measures:
Politics and india against corruption 
— Rahul Ramachandran
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Arvind Kejriwal.
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Although the Chinese government is notorious 
for Internet censorship, Chinese “netizens” still 
click and share on an array of websites analogous 
to their American counterparts: they shop on Tao-
bao instead of Amazon; search on Baidu instead 
of Google; and watch videos on Tudou and Youku 
instead of YouTube. Perhaps no website better en-
capsulates the vibrant nature of the Chinese In-
ternet than Sina Weibo, commonly referred to in 
Western parlance as the “Chinese Twitter.” With 
over 100 million messages posted each day, Weibo 
is a hotbed not only for social interaction and ce-
lebrity news but also for political rumors. Messag-
es expressing discontent with government policies 
and detailing the intrigue of government officials 
spread like wildfire. Some people view Weibo as 
a potential method for organizing protests and 
spurring political change in the country, similar to 
how social media sparked uprising in Egypt. That 
view, though, is misguided. Although an effective 
tool for generating criticism toward the govern-
ment, Weibo has limited efficacy in causing true 
political change in China.

China’s censorship apparatus, jokingly known 
as the “Great Firewall,” has a history as long as 
the Chinese Internet itself. The government 
blocks many popular foreign websites, throttles 
the bandwidth of others, and compels websites 
in the Chinese market to adhere to its censorship 
standards and block access to controversial key-
words like “Tiananmen Square,” “Zhao Ziyang,” 
and “Tibet.” With an army of tens of thousands of 
Internet police officers, the government can delete 
within minutes much content deemed explicitly 
objectionable.

Considering this heavy hand, Chinese web us-
ers devise clever mechanisms to avoid censorship. 
Salient examples manipulate Mandarin’s amena-
bility to homophones – words that sound the same 
but have different meanings. For instance, after 
the government blocked the word “harmonious” 
(pronounced in Chinese as “he xie” and referring 
to President Hu Jintao’s idea of a “harmonious 
society” of sustainable growth), Internet users ad-
opted the term “river crab” (also pronounced “he 
xie”). Likewise, the “grass mud horse,” a storied 
symbol of opposition toward online repression 
whose Mandarin pronunciation sounds very simi-
lar to an extremely vulgar insult, furtively pops up 
again and again.

This cat-and-mouse game of Internet censors 
versus frustrated citizens grew stronger with the 
rise of Weibo. The website has penetrated the 

Chinese market, beyond the relatively wealthy 
class, to reach urban poor, rural, and inland users. 
With over 350 million registered Weibo accounts, 
government criticism bounces around the coun-
try at lightning speed—sometimes faster than the 
censors can keep up. As an example, after a fatal 
high-speed train crash in Wenzhou in 2011, the 
government sought to hastily dismiss rumors of 
its severity. Weibo users posted pictures of the 
carnage, eliciting strong criticism of the Railway 
Ministry’s response. The government eventually 
admitted its mistakes and conducted a compre-
hensive safety and logistical review. 

Moreover, a favorite pastime of Weibo us-
ers is documenting the political intrigue of Party 
elites and the extralegal plane on which their lives 
operate. Not only do rumors abound of Bo Xi-
lai’s shady actions—the charismatic former Party 
Secretary of Chongqing who was forced to resign 
after corruption scandals and his wife’s implica-
tion in murder—but Weibo users also express 
frustration at the extravagance of the privileged, 
well-connected political class. Although the gov-
ernment pays lip service to the prospect of so-
cial equality, when the son of one of the Party’s 
most powerful men fatally crashed his Ferrari one 
drunken night, the Chinese Internet community 
grew outraged at such a display of reckless osten-
tation. The government official was demoted as a 
result of the scandal. 

These scandals, rumors, and discontents ebb 
and flow amid both government censors and the 
private censorship army of the Sina Corporation. 
A private enterprise that needs to maintain tacit 
state approval to operate, Sina employs an esti-
mated one thousand people to monitor the con-
tent of its websites and delete problematic posts. 
The company fears that an inability to censor its 
content will lead to its closure. Nevertheless, criti-
cism still gets through, and Weibo is the most ef-

fective tool to date for expressing displeasure with 
the government.

Yet, that is Weibo’s limit—as a pressure valve, 
not a tool for galvanizing collective action. The 
government sees Weibo as a useful way to moni-
tor social discontent and determine how to effec-
tively respond. Government criticism is likewise 
a way for individual citizens to vent their real-life 
concerns online. When that online criticism shifts 
toward plans for real-life change, however, the 
government becomes much more repressive. 

The Arab Spring terrified the Chinese govern-
ment. They feared the parallels between the use of 
social media to affect regime change in Egypt and 
Weibo’s ability to rally against blatant social ills. 
The government responded to these nascent “Jas-
mine protests,” organized online, with an exces-
sive police presence and a complete crackdown. In 
fact, a recent Harvard University content analysis 
of Weibo censorship suggests that open criticism 
of the government is much less likely to be cen-
sored than any attempt to coordinate collective 
action, regardless of political content. 

Online criticism and offline protest are two 
very different things, and the Chinese government 
tolerates the former much more than the latter. 
While criticism functions dually as a way to vent 
frustration and as an aggregate measure of real-
time social discontent, harsh words only instigate 
actual change when they are transmuted onto the 
streets. In this respect, Weibo is not nearly as revo-
lutionary as some people would have hoped.
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Logo of Weibo, a popular Chinese social media 

website. 

#nbD:
capacities of sina Weibo
— Joseph Lindblad



In early October, the cricket star-turned-
politician Imran Khan set off from Islamabad at 
the head of a protest march, intending to enter 
Pakistan’s tribal South Waziristan region and hold 
a rally protesting American drone strikes. The 
march never reached its intended destination, 
the mountain village of Kotkai. Pakistani gov-
ernmental security forces stopped the procession 
due to safety concerns before it could enter the 
Waziristan region, which lies along the border 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Khan ulti-
mately held his rally just outside Waziristan after 
being turned back. Despite some accusing Khan 
of ulterior motives to build political support for 
himself, Khan’s protests against the unmanned 
drone strikes are rooted in valid concerns about 
the legality of such strikes, national sovereignty, 
and humanitarian concerns. 

A policy of arbitrary assassination without any 
sort of review poses some problems. Conducted 
by the CIA with the personal approval of Presi-
dent Obama, the drone strikes fall in a gray area of 
the law, essentially functioning as military opera-
tions carried out by a secretive civilian organiza-
tion. This allows the strikes to be carried out with-
out any sort of judicial review process to guarantee 
that there is a legitimate reason for the deaths of 
the targets. Some of these questions were brought 
up when in September 2011, an American drone 
killed US citizen Anwar al-Aulaqi. Though a law-
suit was brought against the Obama Administra-
tion claiming that such an attack violated al-Aul-
aqi’s right to due process as an American citizen, 
it was defended and justified on national security 
grounds. Can you add more here about the legal-
ity? 

Additionally, the strikes violate the sovereignty 
of the nations in which they occur. In Pakistan, 
the government has maintained a public and of-
ficial opposition to the American policy, but be-
cause the Americans insist that the strikes are jus-
tifiable as matters of national security and ignore 
the objections, Pakistan’s government cannot fully 
react. 

Despite assurances by the CIA that the strikes 
are accurate and precise, causing little collateral 
damage, the program remains veiled in such se-
crecy that these claims are impossible to verify. In 
fact, evidence indicates that civilian casualties are 
high: a recent report by Stanford and New York 
Universities claims that “only two percent of those 
killed are high-level terrorists,” and the London 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism alleges that 

drone strikes killed at least 474 civilians in Paki-
stan alone. Often individuals responding to the 
scene of a strike are targets of a follow-up strike, 
justified by the theory that they are likely connect-
ed to the militants killed. Yet often they are civil-
ians trying to help those hit in the attack; in fact, 
this tactic is similar to secondary explosive devices 
triggered to kill any first responders to a terrorist 
bombing. International organizations share this 
concern: In October, independent UN human 
rights researcher Ben Emmerson announced plans 
to establish a unit to investigate such drone strikes 
by the US that result in such civilian deaths.

There is no denying that drone strikes have 
been effective for the United States in complet-
ing their objective—eliminating high-value tar-
gets to disrupt the structure and organization of 
groups deemed national security threats, espe-
cially al-Qaeda. Since launching the vaunted War 
on Terror in October 2001 with the invasion of 
Afghanistan, the US has largely succeeded in de-
stroying al-Qaeda’s top leadership. Drone strikes 
have undoubtedly been a component of the suc-
cessful prosecution of the War on Terror; top al-
Qaeda leaders as well as dozens of low-level mili-
tants have been killed by drone strikes, and overall 
the policy has forced al-Qaeda into operating with 
increased caution and vulnerability. However, this 
has been achieved at the cost of an unknown but 
certainly high number of civilian lives, as well as 
illegally violating Pakistan’s sovereignty; the same 
objectives could have been achieved through more 
transparent, cooperative efforts with regional al-
lies. The Obama administration has never of-
ficially acknowledged the existence of the drone 
program, preferring to let officials speaking on 
condition of anonymity drop hints as to its suc-
cesses; because of this, it is difficult to know just 
how many innocents have died in the prosecution 
of the War on Terror. 

Between the violations of sovereignty, un-
known numbers of civilian casualties, and the 
questionable legality of the strikes, Americans 
should strongly consider the consequences of 
such a policy. There are certainly other ways of 
fighting terrorism besides drone strikes, such as 
working with regional allies in an international 
framework instead of launching unilateral attacks. 
A successful example of such an action can be seen 
in Operation Linda Nchi in late 2011, in which 
Kenyan and Ethiopian troops working within the 
framework of the African Union moved into So-
malia with American support to combat extremist 
Al-Shabaab militants. However, while the United 
States insists on continuing its policy of unilateral 
drone strikes in Pakistan, anti-US sentiment is 
likely to grow in affected regions, regions in which 
we have no desire for any more hostile feelings 
toward the US. It is certainly hard to argue with 
Mr. Khan’s criticism of the drone strikes given the 
very real issues of the legality of the attacks, the 
violation of Pakistan’s sovereignty, and the large 
numbers of civilians being killed.
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the consequences of an unsound strategy: 
american Drone strikes
— Andrew Grazioli
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An American Reaper drone taking off in Afghanistan.
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As the American war in Afghanistan gradually 
comes to an end, with all US and NATO forces 
scheduled to leave the country in 2014, the US 
continues to look for paths to stability in the region. 
In this pursuit, US-Pakistan relations are still tense, 
with dialogue all but grinding to a halt in 2012. 
The US must pursue more consistent and produc-
tive policy in its interactions with Pakistan, in order 
to both limit the support of terrorism in Pakistan 
and to allow more productive and stable interac-
tions with Pakistan and its regional neighbors.

US-Pakistani relations have deteriorated over 
Pakistan’s continued support for and interaction 
with terrorist organizations. While Pakistan accepts 
US aid specifically allocated for combating ter-
rorism, totaling over fourteen billion dollars since 
2002, its military continues to support groups like 
the Haqqani Network and Lashker-e-Taiba (LeT), 
who coordinate and support insurgent activity 
across the Middle East. The Haqqani Network, 
based in the Federally Administered Tribal Area 
(FATA) in northwest Pakistan, has a sophisticated 
international network connected to numerous in-
surgent groups—including the Afghan Taliban—
which continues to kill US and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan. The Taliban claimed responsibility 
for the 2011 attack on the US Embassy in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, in which insurgents killed 16 people. 
The commander of NATO forces in Afghanistan, 
American General John Allen, added that the 
Haqqani Network likely provided support to the 
Taliban. The Haqqani Network also provides sanc-
tuary for Taliban insurgents in the FATA, where 
they can safely return after carrying out attacks in 
Afghanistan.

A militant Islam group based in Pakistan, LeT 
carried out the 2008 terrorist attacks in Mumbai in 
which 166 people were killed, and in which the at-
tackers specifically targeted Americans. Subsequent 
trials in the US and India as well as interrogations 
by Indian police implicated Pakistan’s military in-
telligence apparatus in the Mumbai attacks. LeT 
plotters testified that officers from the Pakistani 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) were present at the 
‘control room’ in Karachi, Pakistan, from which the 
attacks were coordinated. Other ISI officials report-
edly helped LeT obtain Pakistani and Indian pass-
ports, so the attackers could move easily within and 
between the two countries. 

The Pakistani military and the ISI rely on these 
groups for intelligence and information, and sup-
port their insurgent activities as a hedge against 
growing Indian influence in the region. In Afghani-

stan, India has provided almost two billion dollars 
in aid and participated in numerous humanitarian 
and reconstruction projects. In October 2011, In-
dia and Afghanistan signed a strategic partnership 
agreement which involves the Indian military train-
ing Afghan security forces. Pakistan seeks to disrupt 
this relationship, fearing that Afghanistan will be-
come a proxy for India, thereby limiting Pakistani 
influence in the country. The ISI therefore supports 
attacks by the Haqqani Network and associated 
groups on Indian consulates in Afghanistan, which 
it claims are concealing Indian intelligence opera-
tions in Afghanistan.

Pakistan’s support of these groups has led the 
US to engage in its counterterrorism policies in the 
FATA without Pakistani involvement. The US es-
calated its unmanned drone program in the FATA 
without transparent coordination with Pakistan, 
leading to public outcry from the Pakistani people 
and its government, who denounce the attacks 
as an encroachment on Pakistan’s sovereignty. 
Despite civilian deaths associated with the drone 
strikes, exact figures of which are disputed by the 
US and Pakistan, the drone program remains the 
only comprehensive attempt to address the un-
restricted terrorist activity in the FATA. Unilat-
eral US drone strikes will likely continue into the 
foreseeable future, as long as the ISI continues to 
cooperate with the Haqqani Network and other 
terrorist groups.

Inconsistent US policy has allowed Pakistan to 
justify its failure to crack down on the Haqqani 
Network. After a November 2011 NATO air strike 
in which 24 Pakistani soldiers were killed led to 
Pakistan’s closing of NATO supply routes into Af-
ghanistan, the US agreed to resume payments to 
Pakistan of over one billion dollars in counterter-
rorism funds as part of the deal to reopen the sup-
ply routes. In doing so, the US continued its im-
prudent policy of supplying aid to Pakistan without 

addressing the ISI’s complicity in terrorist activity. 
The US must adopt a more productive policy, one 
that links aid funds with actual Pakistani coun-
terterrorism policy, and punishes known connec-
tions to the Haqqani Network and other terrorist 
groups.

To their credit, the US recently showed a firmer 
approach in dealing with the Haqqani Network. In 
September 2012, President Barack Obama’s admin-
istration officially designated the Haqqani Network 
as a foreign terrorist organization. This officially 
stigmatizes the organization and will allow the US 
to seek assistance from other foreign governments 
in isolating the network physically and financially, 
most notably in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, where the group receives funds from 
donors sympathetic to their cause. Still, while this 
affects the Haqqani Network itself, it will likely re-
sult in little change to Pakistan’s approach—the ISI 
and Pakistan’s military currently have little to lose 
in continuing their relationship with the Haqqani 
Network. 

The US must continue to work against terrorist 
organizations in Pakistan, but it should also foster 
better cooperation with Pakistan’s government, spe-
cifically with regard to the drone program. In label-
ing the Haqqani Network a terrorist organization, 
the US made progress in destabilizing the group. 
This may cause the ISI to see the group as less valu-
able strategically, but a more unified counterter-
rorism policy must be adopted among Pakistan’s 
military leadership and the US. The US should 
also provide specific, policy-driven conditions to 
the billions it provides Pakistan in counterterror-
ism aid. Until then, unilateral US drone strikes in 
Pakistan will continue to incite anti-Americanism 
in the Middle East, Pakistan’s relations with India 
and the US will remain tense, and terrorist groups 
like the Haqqani Network and LeT will operate 
freely in Pakistan.

in their own backyard:
the costs of Pakistan’s support of terrorism
— David Riley

the us must adopt a more productive 
policy, one that links aid funds with 
actual Pakistani counterterrorism 
policy, and punishes known 
connections to the haqqani network 
and other terrorist groups.”



North Korea’s new leader, Kim Jong-un, has 
already distinguished himself from his late father, 
Kim Jong-il, with his proposal for farming re-
forms. North Korea has typically relied on collec-
tive farming to feed the 24 million inhabitants of 
the isolated communist nation. However, critical 
food shortages, which have left about one third 
of children chronically malnourished, have led 
to low standards of living. Kim Jong-il’s admin-
istration chose to promote propaganda that as-
serted North Korea’s greatness rather than address 
these problems. Unlike his father, however, Kim 
Jong-un has employed a different strategy: agri-
cultural reforms that would benefit farmers and 
potentially rectify the situation. If history is any 
guide, these reforms could integrate North Korea 
with the global economy and stimulate economic 
growth. 

In this new system, the state will set crop 
output goals for each collective farm and take 
70 percent of the target production, leaving the 
remaining 30 percent for the farmers. Further-
more, the farmers can retain any excess produc-
tion. The size of the collective farm production 
units will decrease from sizes upward of thirty 
people to a maximum of six people. The gov-
ernment will also begin procuring the crops at 
market-set price.

These reforms resemble the path Deng Xiaop-
ing took in China during his leadership in the 
1970s and ’80s. Under Deng’s rule, China saw 
a gradual, but clear, shift from Maoist socialism 
to a more market-based economy. Markets de-
termined prices, rather than the central govern-
ment. The de-collectivization of farms allowed 
their return to their pre-Mao smaller family sizes. 
Farmers kept surplus crops and could sell them 
for personal profit. These changes were part of 
Deng’s grand plan for reforming, strengthening, 
and modernizing China. Reforms in agriculture 
and urban enterprises spurred China’s recent rapid 
growth and expanded China’s economy that had 
shrank under Mao Zedong’s policies. Conditions 
in North Korea match those of Maoist China. As 
such, North Korea can experience similar growth 
as China underwent in the 1970s and 1980s with 
these agricultural reforms.

However, some indicate that North Korea’s 
reforms may not have the same effect as China’s 
reforms because of less arable land and a lower 
proportion of farmers among the population. The 
central government, though, has been mindful of 
farmers and most likely contemplated these issues 

before implementing the policies. In the past, the 
government had provided the necessary materi-
als, such as fuel, seeds, and fertilizer, to foster suc-
cessful agriculture and develop bountiful crops. 
The government would continue the distribution 
of these resources, but allow the smaller farm 
units more independence regarding their land 
and crops. The farmers would have more say in 
how to tend to their crops, rather than receiving 
instructions from the government. Farmers will 
still have to meet the set agricultural quotas, but 
the promise of being able to keep the surpluses 
would incentivize them to grow more. Neverthe-
less, failure of these reforms would reflect Kim 
Jong-un negatively and only strengthen the rest 
of the world’s view of North Korea as “backward” 
and “destitute.” 

Yet diplomatically, North Korea has a power-
ful ally in China to safeguard itself against such 
letdowns. China and North Korea were drawn 
together by their shared communist ideologies 
during the Korean War, during which Mao Ze-
dong sent soldiers to aid the Korean communist 
effort. While China is no longer as staunchly 
communist as it was under Mao, the two nations 
maintain a cordial diplomatic relationship. When 
the world imposed economic sanctions on North 
Korea, China continued to send aid. China’s con-
tinued aid will help foster these programs as well 

as the economic development of the country. 
With Chinese aid and new domestic poli-

cies, North Korea’s agriculture industry is poised 
to change in the next decade, following the tra-
jectory that China travelled after its reforms. If 
the North Korean economy experiences a boom 
in the coming decade, it could dramatically al-
ter global economic dynamics. As the economy 
strengthens, the standards of living in North 
Korea would also improve. Consequently, North 
Korea would need less aid from China and be-
come independent of its powerful neighbor. Kim 
Jong-un may also become more cooperative with 
global leaders to ease economic sanctions and 
enable North Korea to make an entrance onto 
the global economic stage. North Korea would 
be able to compete with China – no longer with 
any fear that China would cut off vital aid for 
the nation -- and India in factory industry and 
production before moving on to more “high end” 
industries, like technology. 

Though far-off, a rising North Korea would 
have wide-reaching implications for Asia and the 
world. Currently, the new reforms will only af-
fect rural residents, but they can be the spark for 
later, more extensive reforms. In the future, Kim 
Jong-un may come to be regarded as North Ko-
rea’s Deng Xiaoping, a man who spurs economic 
change and alters the course of the world. 
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beyond Produce: 
how north Korean farm reform can grow an economy
— Leslie Teng
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Traditional collective chicken farm in north Korea. 
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The flag of Pakistan consists of two colors: 
green and white. Roughly one third of the flag 
is white and the remaining portion is green. 
The green represents the Muslim majority and 
the white represents the non-Muslim minority. 
Unfortunately, throughout its history, Pakistan 
has victimized this minority. Today, the increas-
ing intolerance against minorities in Pakistan has 
reached a breaking point. Extremist groups en-
gender discord as they persecute minorities while 
seeking to impose their brand of Islam. Rampant 
minority persecution by religious extremists does 
not only hurt the minority community, but it 
upsets the nation’s economy, public security, and 
pluralistic social structure. 

Upon its founding, Pakistan possessed a 
highly pluralistic society with numerous ethnic 
and religious minority communities. The found-
ing father of Pakistan, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 
was a secular Muslim nationalist who believed in 
peaceful coexistence of the diverse groups in his 
country. On August 11, 1947, Jinnah addressed 
the first constituent assembly of Pakistan. In this 
famous speech, Jinnah expressed his desire for a 
secular and tolerant future for the nation, stating 
that “you will find that in course of time Hindus 
would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would 
cease to be Muslims, not in the religious sense, be-
cause that is the personal faith of each individual, 
but in the political sense as citizens of the State.” 
The protection of minority communities repre-
sented Jinnah’s and Pakistan’s intended ideology: 
A Muslim majority fostering a diverse and socially 
progressive society. Only by guaranteeing a safe 
haven for minorities, the backbone of Pakistan, 
can the nation justify its independence movement 
– a movement that set out to give a louder and fair 
political voice to the minority community at the 
time in British India. 

Unfortunately, Jinnah did not live long enough 
to guide Pakistan through its nascent years. With 
his passing came the loss of the country’s original 
all-embracing goals. In the aftermath of Jinnah’s 
death, the nation’s political elite doomed Pakistan 
to a future of religious infighting and intolerance 
with a piece of legislation in 1949 known as the 
Objectives Resolution. This Resolution declared 
Pakistan a non-secular state and articulated that 
any future constitution would have to be modeled 
on the Islamic faith and teachings. These early 
politicians created a problem that future leaders 
would continue to catalyze.

Today, as a result, Pakistan suffers from a deep 

sectarian and religious crisis. The religious right 
parties exploit the country’s Islamic orientation to 
impose their own vision of an Islamic state. Be-
cause of the Objectives Resolution, these parties 
introduced oppressive, allegedly Islamic laws, par-
ticularly the Blasphemy law. Muslim clerics have 
the power to abuse this vague law, which punishes 
anyone who disrespects Allah or the Prophet Mu-
hammad. This occurred when a religious cleric ac-
cused Rimsha Masih, a young Christian girl with 
Down syndrome, of desecration and burning 
pages of the Quran. Rimsha spent two weeks in 
jail. The cleric, an anti-Christian activist, was later 
charged with planting pages from the Quran in 
the little girl’s bag to generate anti-Christian sen-
timent and expel the Christian community from 
the area. This incident highlights a fundamental 
problem with the Blasphemy Law and, by exten-
sion, Pakistan’s non-secularity. As long as Pakistan 
remains an Islamic state, oppressive laws that mar-
ginalize minorities will continue to thrive. 

The Rimsha Masih case marks just one of many 
episodes of minority persecution in Pakistan. 
Even among Muslims the minority Ahmadiya and 
Shia sects face oppression. In the Hazara region, 
which contains a large Shia population, count-
less acts of violence have transpired. In March, 
extremists stopped a bus full of passengers, iden-
tified the Shias, and shot them. The government 
has allowed radical right wing religious outfits to 
get out of hand and now Pakistan risks leaving 
its pluralist heritage behind. Under the country’s 
Islamic vision, fanatics will feel their existence is 
legitimized. They will continue to force their be-
liefs, oppress all minorities, and cause further in-
stability across Pakistan. 

To return to Pakistan’s initial ideology of in-
clusiveness and stem this persecution, the coun-
try’s leadership must make the dramatic shift to 
secularism. This shift will require a fundamental 
change in patronage. While democratic legislators 
conventionally pander to the will of the major-
ity, these same legislators in Pakistan have to now 
effectively champion the cause of the minorities. 

Their deeply entrenched insistence to play major-
ity politics has not only caused the minority com-
munities to suffer, but the entire nation as well. As 
a result of the minority persecution, the country 
suffers losing its proud pluralistic identity, and the 
lack of public security harms the economy as it 
drives away tourism and foreign investment.

Pakistan’s leaders have to be willing to take 
drastic measures, including a repeal of the Objec-
tives Resolution, and the removal of Islam as the 
state religion. These actions would delegitimize 
the existence of religious extremists and oppressive 
laws. Pakistan cannot afford to let the religious ex-
tremists get out of hand because it results in a col-
lapse of security and therefore has grave economic 
and social implications. Politicians must advocate 
for aggressive change, and. the only foreseeable 
long-term solution for Pakistan would be a move 
to secular statehood. Though seemingly unattain-
able, it would be a change for a more inclusive 
future nonetheless. It is a change imperative for 
the nation.

the forgotten “White”:
the Plight of Pakistan’s minorities
— Sharik Bashir

as long as Pakistan remains an 
islamic state, oppressive laws 
that marginalize minorities will 
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The speech given by Thein Sein, the President 
of Myanmar, before the United Nations in Septem-
ber would have been unthinkable even a year ago. 
In a tribute to peace and democracy, he lauded the 
“radical” and “irreversible” reforms his country had 
boldly undertaken. He had nothing but praise for 
former dissident and Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi, celebrating her work in guiding Myanmar to 
democracy. Aung San Suu Kyi had been under house 
arrest for over a decade before her release two years 
ago following the ostensible end of military rule. The 
reforms in the years that followed have seen countless 
other dissidents released from prison and a significant 
relaxation of restrictions on the press and markets. In 
the 2012 by-elections, Aung San Suu Kyi’s freshly 
unbanned National League for Democracy (NLD) 
won a supermajority of the 46 contested seats, in-
cluding a spot in parliament for the Nobel Prize 
winner herself. Myanmar, until recently ostracized 
as one of the world’s most repressive and autocratic 
regimes, has in the past year been transformed into a 
beacon of optimism for the future of democracy in 
Southeast Asia and around the world. Yet to prevent 
a potential reversal of these reforms, the rest of the 
world must start offering greater support.

Few international observers had high hopes for 
the 2010 Myanmar general elections, and many 
governments around the world rejected them as 
“neither free nor fair.” Many feared that the transi-
tion to civilian rule would be meaningless and tem-
porary, with a return to military rule in the nation’s 
near future. UK Foreign Secretary William Hague 
derided the elections as a “sham process designed 
to keep the regime in power.” However, in mid-
2011, Thein Sein, a former military man himself, 
embarked on a campaign of unprecedented reform, 
striking down dozens of oppressive laws, freeing 
dissidents, and opening Myanmar to the world. 
Defying skeptics, the new government has trans-
formed Myanmar from one of the world’s most 
tyrannical autocracies to a nation well on its way to 
liberal democracy. A longtime opponent of Thein 
Sein, Aung San Suu Kyi now works closely with the 
President to steer the country toward even greater 
reform. In a recent interview, Thein Sein drew fur-
ther shock by saying he would support a President 
Suu Kyi if the people vote for her in 2015.

These efforts have been met with much praise 
and optimism worldwide. High-level diplomats 
from around the globe are pouring into Naypyidaw, 
the capital, and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) has graciously approved Myan-
mar’s bid to chair the organization in 2014. The 
countries that for decades have levied strict econom-
ic sanctions on the former pariah state, including the 
United States and European Union, now mull partial 

or even total repeal. Yet, despite these accomplish-
ments, some still remain cautious. Many note that all 
of the recent reforms are still easily reversible, and the 
rest of the world is right to exercise a heaalthy dose of 
caution in dealing with the Burmese regime. Though 
President Thein Sein has demonstrated a commit-
ment to the ongoing reforms and is unlikely to be 
the architect of their undoing, the military remains 
an ominous presence in politics, ever present on the 
sidelines of civilian-led reform. Their constitutional 
guarantee to several dozen seats in the legislature re-
mains unquestioned by the ruling Union, Solidarity, 
and Development Party (UDP), and it is likely to 
stay that way so long as Thein Sein relies on their 
support to preserve a parliamentary majority.

For the moment, the Myanmar Armed Forces, 
known as the Tatmadaw, seem content to allow 
the civilian government to forge ahead with its 
reforms. While the UDP has stayed quiet on the 
military’s role in politics, Aung San Suu Kyi has 
long been a vocal advocate for reforming that role. 
Given her contentious relationship with the gen-
erals in the past, this position could prove prob-
lematic if, as many predict, she successfully runs 
in the 2015 Presidential Elections. Many fear that 
there is a distinct and dangerous possibility that 
the Tatmadaw may be prompted to intervene if 
they begin to feel that their authority has become 
too deeply threatened by reforms. The Tatmadaw 
could very well usher in a return to military rule.

Preventing such an intervention relies heavily on 
whether or not the returns justify the price of the 
reforms. Chief among these costs is the strain placed 
upon Myanmar’s once-strong bilateral relationship 
with its largest neighbor, China. With Myanmar 
formerly seen as squarely within China’s sphere 
of influence, many of Thein Sein’s earliest reforms 

played off popular distrust of what is regarded by 
many as an exploitative partnership. The cancella-
tion of the Myitsone dam project last October, the 
largest joint infrastructure venture between the two 
nations, reflected citizens’ concerns of China profit-
ing at Myanmar’s expense.

The loss of China as a reliable ally and benefactor 
puts Myanmar in a precarious position, especially as 
armed conflict begins to flare up once more among 
Myanmar’s multitude of ethnic and religious mi-
norities. Recent months have seen growing violence 
involving the predominately Muslim Rohingya 
people in Rakhine state, and the military’s ongoing 
repressive administration of a state of emergency in 
the coastal province remains a dire warning of the 
danger instability poses to democracy. Yet for the 
immediate future Thein Sein seems free to continue 
working alongside Aung Suu Kyi and other reform-
ers to remake the political landscape of Myanmar. 
With no stabilizer in place though, the new gov-
ernment remains susceptible to unraveling, either 
through military intervention or ethnic strife.

For this reason the West has remained under-
standably cautious in rushing to fill the void left 
by Chinese hegemony. And though international 
support for the President’s efforts has been plenti-
ful, it must become more tangible if trends toward 
democracy are to be secured. While the West has a 
right to be wary, mere words and a lack of concrete 
support to Myanmar makes it that much more likely 
for military intervention or ethnic strife to undo all 
that Myanmar has thus far achieved.

Though some Western nations have slowly be-
gun rolling back sanctions, Myanmar eagerly awaits 
an influx of American investment into its starved 
economy that is only now slowly arriving. Caution 
is both rational and pragmatic, but it must be bal-
anced by the knowledge that diplomatic support and 
words of praise will only legitimize the reformers for 
so long in the eyes of their powerful skeptics.

Thus far, the European Union and Japan have 
displayed the greatest proactivity, with the EU re-
pealing sanctions at an accelerated pace and Japan 
spearheading efforts to forgive billions in Burmese 
debt. These initiatives and others, including steps 
to boost investment and trade by South Korea, will 
help to entrench reforms by bringing Myanmar 
back into the fold of international commerce and 
development. Further reciprocation will also disin-
centivize the Tatmadaw to attempt intervention or 
a retreat to the stability of Chinese influence. For 
decades the West has dealt with Myanmar using a 
stick, employing economic and diplomatic sanc-
tions to isolate the regime. Now that the country 
has begun to move rapidly forward, it is time to put 
away the stick and offer a carrot.
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feeding the tiger
— Trevor Grayeb 
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President Thein Sein, known as a more moderate 

leader of Myanmar. 
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When an individual wins the prestigious Nobel 
Prize, the recipient’s home country typically swells 
with pride and rejoices in the award. So, when 
the Swedish Academy presented Mo Yan with the 
2012 Nobel Prize in Literature, China celebrated 
this triumph. Broadcast interruptions announcing 
the nationally renowned author’s victory, alongside 
heaps of praise from the Communist government, 
marked a sharp contrast from two years ago when 
Liu Xiaobo won the Nobel Peace Prize for his pur-
suit of human rights and political participation 
within China. 

An eminent writer and outspoken critic of the 
Chinese government, Liu Xiaobo has protested 
single-party rule for over twenty years. His activ-
ism and role as one of the writers and signers of the 
Charter 08 – a manifesto that called for free speech, 
a democratic election process, and economic liber-
alism – has led to multiple prison terms in the past 
two decades. In 2009, the Chinese government ar-
rested him in 2009 for “incitement to subvert state 
power” and sentenced him to eleven years in jail. 
The following year, the Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee conferred the Nobel Peace Prize to Liu Xi-
aobo “for his long and non-violent struggle for fun-
damental human rights in China.” As a key figure 
for the advancement of open expression in China, 
Liu Xiaobo must be freed. While the Chinese gov-
ernment has thus far adamantly rejected any calls 
for Liu’s release, the Nobel Peace Prize winner has 
found an unexpected ally: fellow Nobel winner 
Mo Yan. With Mo Yan’s support, Liu Xiaobo may 
soon find himself out of a cell and back into the 
real world. 

Surprisingly, Mo Yan has been part of the com-
munist fold since 1976. After the Cultural Revolu-
tion ended, he served as a member of the People’s 
Liberation Army until 1997. As a Communist 
Party member and Vice President of the National 
Writer’s Association, a state-sponsored organization, 
Mo Yan has often received condemnation for his 
cooperation with China’s government. However, in 
a shocking turn of events, the day after he received 
the Nobel Prize in Literature, he told reporters that, 
“I hope he [Liu] can achieve his freedom as soon as 
possible. I feel he can absolutely continue studying 
his politics and social structures.” 

It is easy to understand the roots behind Mo 
Yan’s support of Liu Xiaobo. In response to disap-
proval over his Communist ties, Mo Yan has said, 
“If they had read my books they would under-
stand that my writings at that time took on a great 
deal of risk and were under pressure…Many of 

the many who have criticized me online are Com-
munist party members themselves. They also work 
within the system…I am writing in a China under 
Communist party leaders. But my works cannot 
be restricted by political parties.” These statements 
clearly demonstrate that Mo Yan does not enjoy 
writing under a regime that limits his writings. In 
many respects, the two Nobel Laureates share fun-
damental ideals. Like Liu Xiaobo, Mo Yan wants 
more intellectual freedom in China, especially for 
scholars and writers. As intellectuals, Liu Xiaobo 
and Mo Yan would like to able to write about any 
topic of their choosing without fear of persecu-
tion. Mo Yan sees Liu Xiaobo as someone with 
the power and political acumen to push for such 
liberty for scholars.

Mo Yan, too, possess a significant amount of 
power and influence, one that could potentially re-
sult in Liu Xiaobo’s release from prison. His great-
est works, “Big Breasts and Wide Hips” and “Red 
Sorghum,” are hits all over China. These fictional 
books depict families in China during the second 
Sino-Japanese War and the fall of the Qing dynasty. 
Bookstores are struggling to keep his bestsellers in 
stock, and some of his novels have even been added 
to school curriculums. Should Mo Yan ever step up 
to make a petition for the Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner’s freedom, his tremendous popularity would 
stir enough students and intellectuals that the Chi-

nese government may have little choice but to set 
Liu Xiaobo free. Unlike Liu Xiaobo, the Commu-
nist Party cannot simply prosecute Mo Yan for fear 
of the ensuing uproar. Mo Yan has too much sway 
among the intellectual and student populations in 
China, which have influenced the country’s politics 
in the past. 

While the Communist Party has ordered so-
cial networks to prevent users from searching Liu 
Xiaobo’s imprisonment in conversations about 
Mo Yan, this restriction is not enough. Already a 
national icon and a bringer of pride and recogni-
tion to the Chinese literature community, Mo Yan 
needs only to give the word to rally an enormous 
amount people to his cause. Whether he chooses to 
take this course of action remains to be seen. 

Should Mo Yan decide to actively direct his fel-
low Nobel laureate’s release, we may see Liu Xiaobo 
soon back on the activism front. Yet, the degree in 
which the Nobel Peace Prize winner champions hu-
man rights in China may disappoint Mo Yan and 
others. If Liu Xiaobo is ever freed, it is likely under 
the condition that he diminishes his protesting ef-
forts and issues an official ‘apology’ for rousing dis-
order. Whether Mo Yan and Liu Xiaobo will ever 
see true freedom of expression in China is uncer-
tain, but this potential for Nobel support from one 
laureate to another would be a triumphant blow 
against a repressive government. 

nobel support:
from one laureate to another
— Ryan Lorch
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Protesters for Liu Xiaobo’s freedom. 



Beefy bald men dressed in black swagger 
through a Greek marketplace. They knock over 
stalls, ask to see identity papers, and shake the 
hands of a few earnest produce sellers. These men 
are members of the Greek right-wing party Golden 
Dawn, and the scene comes from a video posted 
on YouTube in early September. Since gaining 18 
seats in June’s parliamentary elections, the group’s 
popularity and infamy have risen dramatically. 
While the world has been focused on Greece’s 
economic woes, a darker problem of immigrant 
violence, led by Golden Dawn, has arisen. Prime 
Minister Antonis Samaras has a duty to ensure his 
country’s political, economic, and cultural stabil-
ity. He must acknowledge the growth in recent 
right-wing extremism and support the police in 
its attempts to persecute the perpetrators. A weak-
ening in intercultural relations will only make the 
other problem, the current austerity measures, 
harder to enforce.

Greece’s geographical placement puts it in a 
unique position. For many Middle Eastern and 
African countries it is the gateway into Europe: 
80 percent of the continent’s immigrants arrive 
through Greek borders. European Union laws state 
that refugees seeking EU citizenship must remain 
in the country they first entered until they become 
legal. Recently, the number of Syrian immigrants 
has risen dramatically as they flee the violence at 
home. Unfortunately, many of these immigrants 
lack proper documentation. According to a New 
York Times article, more than 1.5 million immi-
grants currently reside in Greece, whose total pop-
ulation is 11 million. These numbers merely hint 
at the potential for racial, economic, and political 
conflict. In a country simultaneously plagued by 
economic woes and refugees, it was only a matter 
of time before a larger problem developed. 

Golden Dawn draws its strength from blaming 
immigrants for Greece’s money troubles. By capi-
talizing on current Greek unrest and anger over 
austerity measures it has been able to gain strong 
support. The party spokesman, according to a Fi-
nancial Times article, denied reports of extremist 
activity. Its flag and discourse, however, suggest 
that such a movement has emerged: the former 
includes a symbol that can easily be mistaken for a 
swastika, while the latter includes phrases such as 
“Foreigners out!” and “The garbage should leave 
the country!” This widespread phenomenon sug-
gests that a further rise in Golden Dawn’s power 
would bode ill for Greece’s immigrants. 

A Human Rights Watch report found that xe-

nophobic sentiment has risen dramatically in the 
country as of late, and this is reflected in rising 
reports of immigrant violence in marketplaces, 
public areas, and schools. According to an article 
in The Guardian, a right-wing mentality has been 
infiltrating Greek political consciousness for years. 
However, it was the growth of the economic cri-
sis, as well as the increasing waves of immigration, 
which ultimately permitted Golden Dawn’s popu-
larity to grow.

Though Golden Dawn’s gains do not represent 
a permanent threat to Samaras’ government, he 
must now take extra precautions, such as forming 
a coalition that would curtail efforts by Golden 
Dawn to push through xenophobic legislation. 
As the party gained its current electoral strength, 
public support clearly exists. Any attempt to re-
strict or outlaw it would result in opposition and 
perhaps even violence.

Despite reports of violence, Golden Dawn 
has been able to do what the government has 
not: reach the people. Through food and cloth-
ing drives in public areas it has spread its name, 
as well as the idea that it cares for Greeks. How-
ever, accompanying this increase in aid has been 
an increase in vigilantism, as Golden Dawn mem-
bers increasingly find it acceptable to take the law 
into their own hands. Police forces, unfortunately, 
stand aside when this happens. They are either too 
weak in or they support Golden Dawn’s efforts. 
Whatever the reason is for this lack of inertia, it is 
one of the primary causes of the increase in vio-
lence. Mr. Samaras has acted in much the same 
way: he addresses the problem infrequently and 
does not treat it as the threat it actually is.

Still, there are some who recognize growing 
potential for civil conflict. Justice Minister An-
tonis Roupakiotis has slammed the recent rise in 

violence, and has vowed that his ministry will en-
act stricter punishments for such actions. While 
he recognizes that punishing members of Golden 
Dawn might result in their greater popularity, un-
like Mr. Samaras he recognizes that the problem 
can potentially get out of hand very quickly.

There have been calls for Greece to better doc-
ument attacks on immigrants. While this would 
help the problem, the first solution is to fix the po-
lice. Without proper enforcement, Golden Dawn 
can easily create an uncontrollable conflict spurred 
on by racist hatred. Samaras must also recognize 
the threat that Golden Dawn represents to the 
public, though he must walk the fine line between 
condemning and allowing, for strong sentiments 
will emerge if strays too far to one side

For the past four years Greece has been the 
country that suffered the most from the economic 
crisis. A recent surge in right-wing nationalism 
suggests that its citizens are growing more intro-
verted and selective, particularly when it comes 
to immigrants. Golden Dawn’s growth best 
represents this rise in nationalism, one that can 
quickly and easily become very dangerous. While 
the thugs in the marketplace cannot represent the 
entire party – for instance, one member was just 
appointed to the European Committee on Equal-
ity and Non-Discrimination – it will take further 
action by Prime Minister Samaras and his govern-
ment to prove that the situation will not grow out 
of hand.
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Golden Dawn’s flag, as well as its beliefs, appear 

strikingly familiar.

greece’s new Worry:
economic crisis leads to rise of right-Wing group
— Julia Jacovides
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As of late, the Greek extremist party Golden 
Dawn has received large amounts of attention 
from human rights groups and Western media. 
Labeled as neo-Nazis, the far-right party recently 
received seven percent of the popular vote in the 
national elections, gaining 21 parliamentary seats. 
The group also has connections to numerous hate 
crimes against the immigrant and minority popu-
lations living in Greece. However, hate directed 
toward these populations has become a trend in 
Europe. The crimes committed by Golden Dawn 
have received attention because of its strategic 
location in the notorious country. Concurrently, 
violations against immigrants in less visible coun-
tries have gone unaddressed and unpunished 
without due attention. Thus, the media and hu-
man rights groups should emphasize that Golden 
Dawn is in part of a greater problem and not just 
a trending topic.

Contrary to what recent hype would imply, 
Golden Dawn became an active political party in 
1993. Its initial fame faded with the years, until 
about 2008, which happened to be the same time 
when Greece’s economy crumpled. With its host 
country at the center of an economic crisis, Gold-
en Dawn once again emerged into the limelight 
by claiming that immigrants were responsible for 
the worsening domestic conditions. The party’s 
radical racist and anti-immigrant attitude gained 
attention from human rights groups: Human 
Rights Watch called for action from the EU, and 
asked it to provide funding to Greece in order to 
better address this issue. And while human rights 
groups across Europe definitely have reason for 
concern, the political presence of an extreme na-
tionalist party is certainly not unique to Europe. 
Germany alone has many, the most notable being 
its National Democratic Party (NPD), which cur-
rently holds 13 parliamentary seats.

The NPD promotes the same racist sentiments 
as the Golden Dawn, proclaiming supremacy 
over all racial minorities. However, all attempts to 
completely ban the NPD have ultimately failed 
thus far, and both government and popular inter-
est has waned. Instead, the German public has 
shifted its attention toward the newest extremist 
group: the National Socialist Underground. This 
relatively small party captured the media’s atten-
tion when, a little less than a year ago, they were 
discovered to be behind the murders of numerous 
immigrants over the span of ten years. Even before 
the National Socialist Underground shot to popu-
larity, the NPD existed as a violent organization 
for more than forty years before current calls to 
ban it.

However, one may argue that the attention 

given to certain extremist groups is crucial be-
cause of the dangers they impose. Golden Dawn, 
for example, is a risk because its increasing global 
support: it has expanded to North America and 
Australia, all the while still gaining popularity in 
Greece. Yet, the magnitude of this racist party’s 
actions is still small in comparison to the other 
anti-immigrant crimes committed throughout 
Europe. The Roma, for example, suffer across the 
continent. A steady stream of reports citing acts 
of violence against the Roma, a historically perse-
cuted ethnic group, in countries such as Bulgaria, 
Italy, Romania, Serbia, and Slovakia. Since 2008, 
Hungarian Roma have been subject to daily dis-
crimination and hate, which often escalates in the 
form of physical abuse. 

Yet, the crimes against and prejudiced attitudes 
toward the Roma people are rarely given a pro-
portionate amount of attention. There are over six 
million Roma people in the EU, many of whom 
face the same discrimination as the Hungarian 
Roma. Despite all of this, the EU has yet to set-
up strong measures to deal with these problems, 
even though many Europeans are vehemently 
calling for a ban on some of these violent, radi-
cal political parties. Meanwhile, some Hungarian 
Roma are still awaiting reparations for violent acts 
committed over five years ago. 

This pattern of short attention spans toward 
extremist and racist sentiment is dangerous. With-
out due opposition, racism and hate can continue 
to grow and spread throughout a country until it 

is no longer considered extremism but, rather, the 
norm, such as the case in Hungary. It is ineffec-
tive to focus on only the newest extremist group 
in town. These acts of hatred need to be stopped 
everywhere. Consistency and commitment to pre-
vent these hateful acts must exist. If there is not 
proper and proportionate attention, these crimes 
will continue to occur. Thus, when the next new 
racist and extremist group comes into the lime-
light, the emphasis should be that this is the ex-
pansion of a greater issue, not just a headline. 

the new “it” group 

— Emily Meier
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An example of a settlement that Roma migrants are forced to live in Eastern Europe. 



Beneath a glittering and undulating roof that 
has been variously described as a “Bedouin tent, a 
sandy dune, or a veil, fluttering in the wind, shim-
mering gossamer,” sits the new 20,000-square-foot 
Islamic wing of the world’s most-visited museum. 

On September 22, nearly thirty years after 
unveiling I.M. Pei’s well-known pyramid, the 
Louvre opened its encyclopedic Department of 
Islamic Arts to the public. The 125 million dollar 
galleries, under the modern canopy designed by 
Mario Bellini and Rudy Ricciotti, showcase works 
from nearly twelve centuries and three continents 
of Islamic civilization, from the early seventh cen-
tury through the nineteenth. The wing features 
approximately three thousand works – ceramics, 
daggers, mosaics from Damascus, inlaid metal-
work, a fifteenth-century Mamluk porch, ivory, 
and glass – carefully selected from the Louvre’s 
15,000-item collection. An additional three thou-
sand objects from the Musée des Arts Décoratifs 
supplement these pieces. 

Reports praise the Louvre for masterfully tack-
ling one of the most difficult questions surround-
ing the scholarship of Islamic Art: namely, how 
to define Islamic art. Another question centers on 
whether Muslims make Islamic art, or if it is made 
for Muslims. Can pieces produced by a Christian 
for an Islamic patron be an “Islamic” work; like-
wise, can objects made by a Muslim for Christians 
or Jews? Popular history and contemporary soci-
ety often paint a violent, hateful, and very clearly 
delineated relationship between the three Abraha-
mic religions: the “us” and “them” of West and 
East. Extant artworks like those presented at the 
Louvre, however, illustrate quite plainly that these 
boundaries are not as sharp as we may believe. 
Louvre Director Henri Loyrette has noted that the 
aim of the galleries is to “showcase the radiant face 
of a civilization.” In other words, to demonstrate 
that Muslims engaged in a rich cultural dialogue 
not only within their own civilization, but also 
with those around them. 

The Louvre’s Islamic galleries also address issues 
a bit closer to home. Although Islam is the second 
most widely practiced religion in France, Muslim 
unrest has occured over the past decade, from the 
2005 Paris riots to the current controversy over the 
hijab. On September 19, just three days before the 
Louvre opening, protests broke out after a satirical 
Parisian newspaper published images mocking the 
Prophet Muhammad. And although the art in the 
Louvre also offers visual depictions of the Prophet, 
officials remain hopeful that art will help diffuse 

rather than fuel the religious conflicts that contin-
ue to simmer in France. At the galleries’ opening, 
French President Francois Hollande addressed the 
issue: “The best weapons for fighting fanaticism 
that claims to be coming from Islam are found in 
Islam itself…What more beautiful message than 
that demonstrated here by these works?” 

In many ways, the Louvre has seized a positive 
chance to educate its visitors on the richness of 
Islamic art and culture, an important opportunity 
in today’s political and social climate. With unrest 
in Islamic countries still radiating, the French am-
bassador has stated the new galleries at the Louvre 
seek “to build bridges between the East and the 
West where we can speak of our differences but 
also, and above all, our shared history and recip-
rocal influences over the centuries.” These same 
motivations were at stake in the November 2011 
unveiling of the new Islamic Wing at New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. As the curator of 
those galleries, Navina Najat Haidar, stated in an 
interview: “This conversation between East and 
West [is very important]… The point is, it’s not 
somebody else’s culture—it’s the culture of the 

Western world as well.” 
And what better way to demonstrate the uni-

versality, plurality, and dynamism of an oft-ma-
ligned culture than through its art; art, the univer-
sal vehicular language that sometimes accepts but 
more often transcends constructed boundaries of 
race, ethnicity, religion, and language. The Louvre 
and the Metropolitan, protectors and educators of 
cultural heritage, honor and present Islamic Civi-
lization to their millions of visitors as pluralist, 
rather than monolithic; dynamic as opposed to 
static. In this endeavor to topple stereotypes and 
misunderstandings that permeate contemporary 
Western culture, there can be no better vehicle 
than art, whose power to unite and encourage 
intercultural conversation is no less potent today 
than during the many centuries celebrated in the 
Louvre’s Islamic galleries.

 “the radiant face of a civilization”: 
religion, Politics, and the new islamic Wing at the louvre
— Caitlin Miller
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A fourteenth-century Ewer from the Louvre’s Collection, 

copper with répousse decoration and inlaid silver. 

Produced in Egypt or Syria. 

28   //   euroPe



When Mustafa Kemal Ataturk founded the 
modern Republic of Turkey following the end 
of World War I, the country grounded itself in a 
brand of supposedly unchangeable constitutional 
secularism. The Turkish brand of secularism at-
tempts to control religion, and to keep religion 
out of the public sphere. 

Traditionally, public sector workers have been 
banned from wearing headscarves as part of this 
secularist ideology. At the end of the twentieth 
century, the government also implemented a ban 
on students wearing headscarves in public schools 
and universities. This placed headscarves in the 
center of a highly contentious public debate and 
has made them a symbol of political Islam. The 
Islamist-leaning party currently in power in Tur-
key, the Justice and Development Party (AKP), re-
pealed the headscarf ban on university students in 
2008. However, the Turkish Constitutional Court 
upheld the ban, as did the European Court of 
Human Rights. The government has taken other 
measures to lift the ban, though today most uni-
versities no longer enforce it.

While the fight over the headscarf ban has 
been the most visible public controversy regarding 
Islam and women in Turkey, some assert that the 
larger threats to women are patriarchal religious 
values that persist in religious communities and 
bleed into secular Turkey. 

 The issue is further complicated as democrat-
ically-elected officials implement these policies – 
on face, therefore, they appear as victories for de-
mocracy and increased civil liberties. In the past, 
the military has staged a coup whenever demo-
cratically elected leaders veered too far from the 
secular path. As the influence of the military on 
civilian affairs wanes, Turkey now appears more 
democratic than ever. However, these secular, 
democratic policies infringe upon larger women’s 
rights. 

Subtle religious attitudes still discriminate 
against the secular policies intended to benefit 
women. One way in which women may find 
themselves disadvantaged the discomfort many 
devout AKP government employees feel work-
ing with unveiled women. In the long run, these 
women will be less likely to work in government 
positions. It is difficult to monitor hiring prac-
tices, and as long as there are other qualified, male 
candidates – an inevitable reality – employers can 

often justify these practices that ignore unveiled 
women. The lack of any affirmative action or quo-
ta system further justifies current practices with-
out blatantly discriminating. Unveiled women 
currently in these positions are going to find it 
harder to do their jobs if their coworkers display 
hostility toward them or do not include them in 
discussions and decisions. They may leave their 
jobs, citing an unfriendly work environment. This 
abandonment and a decrease in hiring unveiled 
women doubly impacts the number of women 
working in government positions. 

The decline of women in government positions 
poses a broader effect on society. Fewer women in 
government means fewer opportunities to advo-
cate for policy to change these attitudes. 

The problem with the subtle changes taking 
place is that there is no obvious way to fight them. 
The discrimination is not overt: no law exists pre-
venting women from entering the workforce; that 
would draw attention, incite anger, and certainly 
meet large protests. Subtle and cultural changes 
are much more dangerous for women’s rights. The 
average person may not even realize they are hap-
pening, and therefore will not take any measures 

to stop them. 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said 

publicly that all Turkish couples should have at 
least three children. While having three children 
centers on a “good citizenship” philosophy-- the 
reason for three children is so the Turkish popula-
tion stays young enough to be competitive-- en-
couraging women to have three or more children 
also encourages them to stay out of the workforce. 
Erdogan makes these demands upon women’s 
bodies, but does not mention improving daycare 
services or other services which make it easier to 
have a household with two working parents. 

Islam and feminism are capable of working to-
gether, as shown by rising groups of “Islamic fem-
inists” throughout Turkey and the Middle East. 
However, in many regions the prevailing view of 
Islam is a conservative, traditional, and funda-
mentalist view that endangers women’s ability to 
work outside of the home, especially for women 
who choose not to wear the veil.

WIKIPEDIA

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, current Prime Minister of 

Turkey.

subtle changes could threaten unveiled 
Women’s Place in turkish society
economic crisis leads to rise of right-Wing group
— Lissa Kryska
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October 11 marked the one year anniversary 
of Yulia Tymoshenko’s formal imprisonment in 
Ukraine. Tymoshenko, who is known best in the 
West for her iconic crown braid hairstyle, is cur-
rently serving a seven-year sentence for illegally 
signing a ten-year natural gas contract with the 
Russian government in 2009 while she was the 
sitting prime minister. Although Ukraine’s high-
est court retroactively ruled that Tymoshenko’s 
actions were unconstitutional, the Ukrainian 
government, which is now in the hands of Ty-
moshenko’s opponent Viktor Yanukovych, has 
been rebuked by several EU member states and 
the US for a trial they believed was “politically 
motivated.” The West’s condemnations, however, 
have fallen short of changing Tymoshenko’s situ-
ation. If the West wants to preserve democracy in 
Ukraine, they must make a more concerted effort 
against the Ukrainian government. 

Tymoshenko first became prime minister in 
early 2005 after her then-political ally Viktor 
Yushchenko became president. Tymoshenko’s 
road to the office of prime minister, however, was 
fraught with many difficulties. In 2004, Yush-
chenko ran against Yanukovych for the presiden-
cy. After the second round of voting, Yanukovych, 
who was largely supported by the pro-Russian, 
Ukrainian elite, won the election. Yanukovych’s 
success, however, was short-lived. Almost im-
mediately after Yanukovych’s victory, substantial 
evidence surfaced that revealed excessive voter 
fraud occurred during the election. This, in turn, 
prompted thousands of Ukrainians to hold mas-
sive demonstrations throughout the country. 
These demonstrations, known collectively as the 
Orange Revolution, resulted in a runoff election 
in which Yushchenko won the presidency. Soon 
after assuming office, Yushchenko appointed Ty-
moshenko as prime minister in return for her sup-
port during the Orange Revolution.

Since the Orange Revolution, Tymoshenko 
has been at odds with Yanukovych. Ultimately, 
their disdain for one another culminated in the 
2010 presidential election in which Yanukovych 
narrowly defeated Tymoshenko. Mere months 
after assuming office, Yanukovych’s government 
convicted Tymoshenko of abuse of power.

Although the Ukrainian Supreme Court has 
upheld the constitutionality of Tymoshenko’s con-
viction, some governments have speculated that 
Tymoshenko’s trial was more politically motivated 
than constitutionally. First, Tymoshenko’s sen-
tence of seven years in prison and approximately 

200 million dollar fine in reparations also bars Ty-
moshenko from running for office for three years 
after leaving prison, making it impossible for her 
to run in the next presidential election. Secondly, 
nearly a dozen political leaders associated with the 
Orange Revolution have been convicted under 
Yanukovych’s government. Finally, the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine, Viktor Pshonka, who Yanuk-
ovych appointed in 2010, has stated that he is “on 
the president’s team,” which some analysts believe 
may reveal the prosecution’s political bias.

Western nations, ardent supporters of de-
mocracy, unanimously support Tymoshenko. In 
response to Tymoshenko’s imprisonment, the EU 
threatened to stall free trade negotiations with the 
Ukrainian government (although the EU eventu-
ally allowed negotiations to continue in the sum-
mer of 2012). Moreover, Germany has called for 
Tymoshenko’s immediate release, and the United 
States’ Senate passed a resolution in September 
2012 that denied visas to anyone associated with 
Tymoshenko’s imprisonment. Additionally, Rus-
sia has defended the 2009 gas deal that Tymosh-
enko made.

Even with increased foreign pressure, the 
Ukrainian government has done nothing to re-
voke or lighten Tymoshenko’s sentence. In fact, 
President Yanukovych has openly stated that he 
would not bow to the US or EU.

If the West wants to reaffirm its dedication to 

the democratic process and personal liberties, it 
must move past rhetoric and actively attack the 
Ukrainian government with strict sanctions until 
Tymoshenko’s release. The European Union only 
strengthened the Ukrainian government when it 
signed its free trade agreement. Likewise, the Sen-
ate’s “sanction” on visa distribution in the United 
States was of little substance to threaten Yanuk-
ovych. 

This current debacle, however, can be a dou-
ble-edged sword. By forcing Yanukovych and the 
Ukrainian government to follow the whims of 
the West, the EU and the US may be undermin-
ing the same democratic process that they want 
to uphold. Unlike in 2004, extensive voter fraud 
did not occur in the presidential election of 2010; 
thus, Yanukovych rightfully defeated Tymoshenko 
and assumed the presidency. Similarly, Ukraine’s 
Supreme Court, which ruled that Tymoshenko’s 
actions were unconstitutional, has also supported 
Tymoshenko in the past (as was the case during 
the Orange Revolution). By demanding the re-
lease of Tymoshenko, some believe that the US 
and EU are subverting the power of Ukraine’s ex-
ecutive and judiciary. 

At face value this seems to be the case, but the 
past has shown otherwise. Throughout modern 
history the democratic system has been used to 
perpetuate injustice. This was the case for Jews in 
Nazi Germany under the Nuremberg Laws and 
minorities in the South under the Jim Crow Laws. 
Democratic institutions can be used for purposes 
that thwart civil liberties and freedoms. In Ty-
moshenko’s case, it is appropriate for the West--
and, in fact, any nation--to question the motives 
that led to her conviction. Nevertheless, the US 
and EU must first stop sending “mixed messages” 
to Ukraine if they are to be taken seriously by 
Yanukovych and his government. Any efforts by 
these governments to support Tymoshenko must 
be uniform. They must be effectual. And they 
must be resolute.

meager means:
the West’s Defense of former-Pm Yulia tymoshenko
— Stuart Richardson
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Demonstrators have protested yulia Tymoshenko’s 

imprisonment by taping up posters that read “Ukraine 

Freedom,” notably outside the European People’s Party 

(EPP) summit in March. The EPP has since formally 

denounced Tymoshenko’s imprisonment. 
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Turkey is currently uniquely placed to become a 
benevolent force in the Middle East, and to strength-
en its position in the broader international commu-
nity. The country has made significant progress in 
both of these facets in recent years. Ongoing do-
mestic struggles for democracy, along with historical 
political and social cleavages, however, undermine 
the country’s progress toward regional hegemony 
and greater cooperation with the West. In order to 
achieve its goals of greater international cooperation 
and predominance in the Middle East, Turkey’s gov-
ernment in Ankara, the nation’s capital, must draft a 
new, liberal-democratic constitution in cooperation 
with marginalized groups.

Turkey has lately sought a more active role in 
its international dealings. In the summer of 2011, 
Ankara let NATO install a US radar system for its 
missile shield program. Turkish cooperation in this 
matter is particularly noteworthy for two reasons. 
First, it signifies an improvement in relations with 
Western allies, particularly the US, whom it refused 
to help during the 2003 invasion of Iraq. It also sug-
gests a concerted effort in Ankara to produce greater 
stability in the Middle East, for the intent of the mis-
sile shield program is to defend against a potential 
Iranian attack.

In addition, Turkey’s role in the 2011 NATO-
led military intervention in Libya further displayed 
its attempts to foster greater multi-lateral coopera-
tion. Ankara endorsed Western leaders’ decision to 
promote a ceasefire between anti-government and 
government forces and to establish a no-fly zone 
over Libya. Turkey also hosted what became the 
final meeting of the Libyan Contact Group in July 
of 2011, where the international collective agreed to 
recognize the Libyan National Transitional Council 
as the legitimate government of Libya.

Prime Mininister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his 
government have additionally been pursuing full 
membership in the EU to meet its goal of greater 
cooperation with the West. Erdogan has loosened 
visa policies for Turkish citizens visiting Europe, 
and negotiations are ongoing with the Community 
acquis, the EU’s legislative and legal wing. Erdogan 
has placed EU membership as his top foreign policy 
goal, thereby accepting the challenge to adopt the 
democratic standards of the organization.

The country has also assumed a lead position in 
addressing the uprisings that began in Syria in 2011. 
Erdogan strongly condemned the violent actions of 
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime, and has demand-
ed that Assad either enact reforms or step down. As 
Syria’s largest trading partner, Ankara has the ability 

to economically pressure Assad’s regime as the unrest 
continues.

In early 2011, Turkey hosted a Syrian opposition 
conference that successfully united disparate liberal 
and conservative organizations from the region, most 
notably the Muslim Brotherhood, who has become 
the leading symbol of opposition to Assad. The con-
ference advanced a specific transition plan for Assad 
to step down, which, however unlikely its adoption 
may be, demonstrates Turkey’s impressive ability to 
unite key actors in the Middle East.

All of these events represent growing policy over-
lap between Turkey and its Western allies, as well as 
greater Turkish influence in the Middle East. Demo-
cratic deficiencies of the document and political 
cleavages, however, detract from Ankara’s progress. 

Turkey’s current constitution was followed a 
military coup in 1982, and reflects the authoritarian 
atmosphere in the country at the time. The military 
authors focused on limiting the influence of civilian-
elected officials, whom they mistrusted deeply. The 
Constitution grants the government broad discre-
tionary powers, like the unchecked control of ap-
pointments to the Constitutional Court, allowing 
the judiciary to become an institutional bulwark 
against the influence of elected officials.

Seventeen amendments to the constitution 
since 1987 have improved democratic standards 
in Turkey, but the constitution’s autocratic nature 
remains. Reforms accomplished through negotia-
tion and compromise among the parties in Parlia-
ment, such as lifting bans on civil society groups like 
trade unions and professional organizations, show 
marked progress toward a more democratic Turkey. 

But Erdogan and his Justice and Development Party 
(AKP) continue to use the foundations of the 1982 
constitution to their advantage since taking power 
in 2003.The abuse of the broad powers of the judi-
ciary in particular has led to inherently authoritarian 
policies, like the indefinite detention of political op-
ponents.

Key among the government’s political foes are the 
Kurds, who constitute nearly a quarter of Turkey’s 
population. Primarily represented by the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK), the Kurds have continually 
demanded separation from Turkey in order to create 
an independent nation of Kurdistan. Short of this ul-
timate goal, the PKK has made overtures for greater 
regional autonomy and recognition of Kurdish cul-
tural rights, which have generally been met by inac-
tion from Turkey’s government. The PKK continues 
to orchestrate insurgent attacks in southeast cities in 
response, and will likely continue to do so as long as 
its grievances go unanswered.

Turkey’s internal strife has had significant im-
pact on Ankara’s international relationships. Iran 
increased its support of the PKK in response to the 
NATO missile shield components in Turkey, report-
edly sending Iranian agents into the country to assist 
the Kurdish insurgency. Meanwhile, criticism from 
European countries concerning Erdogan’s dictatorial 
policies toward the Kurds will further complicate Er-
dogan’s EU membership goal. These factors reinforce 
the need for democratic reform in Turkey, both to 
incorporate the Kurds, a large minority population, 
into conventional politics and to improve Turkey’s 
international standing.

Hope for redress of the Kurdish problem and 
broader democratic issues comes from the Constitu-
tional Reconciliation Commission, formed with all 
major Turkish political parties in early 2012 to draft 
a new constitution. The government has pledged 
that this more liberal constitution will acknowledge 
Kurdish rights, while the PKK has threatened an in-
crease in attacks if they are not granted concessions 
in the document. As with past reforms, progress is 
unlikely without inter-party compromise, especially 
between the PKK and the AKP. 

Buoyed by economic growth that exceeds many 
European countries, Turkey can and should become 
a dominant regional force for good if it successfully 
institutes these reforms. A new constitution that 
promotes individual rights, grants concessions to the 
Kurds, and establishes civilian control of the mili-
tary will elevate Ankara’s legitimacy in the view of its 
Western allies, allowing greater international cooper-
ation, and hopefully, a more peaceful Middle East.

WIKIMEDIA CoMMonS

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

tenuous leadership:
turkey’s role in the middle east and the World
— David Riley
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A dull roar echoes through the night air of 
Athens, Greece. The old, cobbled streets tremble 
beneath the feet of the protestors demonstrating 
against the troubled nation’s conservative austerity 
measures. The mass of people breaks against the 
shields of the riot police assigned the impossible 
task of pacifying the protestors. Scenes like this 
have become commonplace in Greece since the 
country’s economy collapsed in late 2009. As the 
government’s attempts at a self sufficient solution 
failed one by one, Greece was forced to turn to the 
rest of the Eurozone for assistance. 

Germany, the most financially stable nation in 
the European Union, responded to the pleas for 
assistance, spearheading a relief effort that com-
prised over 255 billion dollars in monetary assis-
tance. In exchange for relief funding, Greece had 
to accept extraordinarily strict austerity measures, 
which have riled the public. In recent weeks, an-
ger toward the German government has reached 
a boiling point, with various civic groups calling 
for the complete rejection of German aid. In late 
October, the Greek government bowed to public 
pressure and established a special committee to 
determine whether a large portion of the German 
money should be free of austerity conditions, as 
part of reparations for Nazi brutality during the 
Second World War. The Grecians would be well 
advised to steer clear of such a sensitive issue at a 
time when the very future of their state depends 
on the generosity of the group they are confront-
ing.

The Greeks’ growing demands for reparations 
are justifiable on the surface. During the Second 
World War, the Axis occupation of Greece resulted 
in over 20,0000 Greek deaths, bankruptcy of over 
80 percent of the nation’s Jews, and several billion 
dollars worth of infrastructure damages. 

Of note, however, Germany has been engaged 
in an active reparations process since the end of 
the war. It has already paid Greece the amount 
agreed to in the original 1946 reparations agree-
ment between the two nations. In addition, the 
World Court at The Hague ruled in February that 
Germany could no longer be legally forced to pay 
reparations for its Nazi past. 

As whispers that the EU should simply jetti-
son Greece have spread across the continent, this 
demand from the Greek government comes at the 
worst possible time politically. Representatives of 
other EU states are currently analyzing Greece’s 
balance sheets intently, attempting to determine 
whether Greece has complied with the terms of 

their loans to a satisfactory degree. 
Tensions between Greece and the other EU na-

tions have been steadily mounting due to Greece’s 
inability to meet the austerity requirements set 
by its creditors. The Germans have become par-
ticularly frustrated by the apparent unwillingness 
of the Greek public to take advantage of the eco-
nomic opportunities presented to them. During 
a recent speech given by German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel, a large crowd of Greek citizens loudly 
booed and protested throughout the length of the 
speech. Such behavior, while cathartic, is a mani-
festation of the Greek public’s shortsighted view 
of economic recovery: it ignores the problem at 
hand, choosing instead to vilify the nation that 
has taken on the role as Greece’s rescuer simply 
due to the strength of the implemented austerity 
measures.

Overwhelming political pressure from extrem-
ists – radical and reactionary – forced Prime Min-
ister Antonis Samaras to approve this committee. 
Extremist groups have gained popularity and 
influence in Greece as the economy continues to 
deteriorate. These disparate groups have increas-
ingly condemned foreign aid as counterproduc-
tive and dangerous to the nation’s shaky economy 
due to the strict conditions of austerity. Germany 

has experienced increased vitriol as well, due to 
popular resentment of the austerity measures. 
These extremist political factions employ popular 
anti-German sentiment to galvanize support for 
their own political agendas, which are quite often 
murky.

Although the imposed austerity measures 
are incredibly severe, they represent the Greek 
peoples’ best opportunity to save their nation. At 
this point, very few nations or NGOs are willing 
to invest time, people, money, or resources into 
Greece. While it may be a cathartic process for 
Greek survivors of the Second World War, vili-
fying Germany and engaging in a senseless legal 
dispute is immensely counterproductive. In doing 
so, Greece risks alienating and offending one of its 
last economic allies as it attempts to recover from 
the devastating crash that has afflicted the country 
for nearly four years.

Don’t bite the hand that feeds You:
greece, germany, and financial aid
— Eric Huebner 
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Greek and German leaders meet in november.
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The Paris suburb of Saint-Denis, along the 
banks of the famous Seine River, has long been 
known as an industrial suburb of the city. Yet ear-
lier this year, the working-class neighborhood was 
transformed with the construction and opening 
of the “Studios de Paris,” a 62,000 square meter 
facility owned by EuropaCorp, one of France’s 
biggest television and film producers. Housing a 
film school, a movie studio with nine stages, and 
EuropaCorp’s headquarters, the building is the 
largest film studio facility ever built in France. 

The opening of the Paris studios is part of a 
230 million dollar project called Cité du Cinéma. 
Luc Besson, chairman of EuropaCorp, claims that 
his idea dates back to 1997, when he had been 
looking to film the movie “The Fifth Element” in 
France. However, unable to find a facility large 
enough for production, he had to resort to film-
ing in Great Britain. Disillusioned by the lack of 
adequate domestic filming locations, Besson be-
gan planning what would culminate in his newly 
opened studio designed to appeal to French films 
and larger American productions as well.

France is historically known for its pride in 
the film industry. The 1895 invention of the por-
table motion-picture camera and projector began 
the motion picture era: its inventors, the Lumière 
brothers, are typically referred to as the “fathers 
of modern cinema.” Thus in the beginning of the 
twentieth century, France capitalized on the film 
industry, dominating approximately 80 percent of 
the global film trade. However, European preoc-
cupation during World War I coincided with the 
rise of Hollywood, and American cinema had re-
placed France as the major film producer by the 
1920s. France has been particularly resistant to 
the influence of Hollywood and has always strived 
to protect its national culture against “American-
ization.” A series of film quotas, limiting the com-
mercial presence of American movies in France, 
has been in place for decades and was updated 
as recently as 2005. Within Europe, France cur-
rently holds a mere three to four percent of the 
2.6 billion dollar market, whereas Great Britain 
dominates more than half. When deciding where 
to film a project overseas American filmmakers 
rely largely on Great Britain, Canada, and Italy 
because of studio availability, or Central and East-
ern European countries because of low produc-
tion costs.      

In an effort to attract Hollywood productions 
and boost the French film industry, the Cité du 
Cinéma project and Paris film studios were fi-

nanced after France made important changes to 
its film industry. Most notably, the government 
approved a tax break for any foreign film pro-
duced in France beginning in 2010. Yet, the tax 
rebate of 20 percent offered by France is still low 
in comparison to other European countries, and 
is capped at four million euro per production. 
Despite these limitations, it seems that the open-
ing of Studios de Paris has come at an opportune 
time for France, currently struggling with a lag-
ging economy and unemployment at its highest 
rate since 2000. To counter high debt, the French 
government raised taxes and froze spending in an 
effort to reduce the country’s budget deficit and 
reverse the negative trend of the economy. Yet, 
perhaps the opening of a new film studio designed 
to increase international competitiveness and 
draw foreign film investment could provide an 
even stronger economic boost. Gaining an edge in 
the global competition to lure international film 
production could garner millions of dollars for the 
French film industry and for local businesses, po-
tentially generating a large economic impact.

Though part of an important preliminary step, 
the industry changes that have taken place so far 

could be expanded. An increase in tax incentives 
or the removal of a cap for tax rebates for foreign 
productions would bridge the gap and allow com-
petition with Great Britain, the current domina-
tor of the foreign film industry. With policy more 
equivalent to other European countries, France 
could hope to draw in more Hollywood produc-
tion while simultaneously increasing its high-bud-
get domestic film industry. This, in turn, could 
lead to more foreign investment in media and 
have positive repercussions for Paris businesses 
and industries. The Cité du Cinéma project has 
the potential to be an indispensable and multi-
dimensional opportunity for France, in both the 
cultural and economic realms. 

WIKIMEDIA CoMMonS

The recently-opened “Studios de Paris” facility in Saint-Denis, part of the Cité du Cinéma project, is the largest 

film studio facility in France.

cinema city:
france’s hollywood-on-the-seine 
— Kylee Stair
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In the midst of austerity and high unemploy-
ment, Spain now faces a constitutional crisis. 
Catalonia, one of Spain’s 17 autonomous regions, 
is experiencing resurgence in the movement for 
independence. It is the most economically sig-
nificant region, accounting for one-fifth of Spain’s 
output and one-fourth its exports. With mount-
ing enthusiasm, Catalans are calling for increased 
autonomy and are threatening to secede from 
Spain. On September 11 an estimated 1.5 million 
Catalans showed up in Barcelona to celebrate La 
Diada, the National Day of Catalonia, and ex-
press their discontent. Later that month, Catalo-
nian president Artur Mas, called for elections two 
years ahead of schedule. If his party, Democratic 
Convergence of Catalonia, gains power as is ex-
pected, he would push for a referendum on inde-
pendence, which the Spanish government deems 
unconstitutional. 

The struggle for Catalan independence is en-
trenched in the history of Spain. Since the fall 
of Barcelona on September 11, 1714, Catalonia 
remains under Spanish rule. Because Catalonia 
was the last region to fall during Spain’s bloody 
Civil War in the early 20th century, the subsequent 
dictatorship of General Francisco Franco severely 
undermined the distinct Catalan language and 
heritage. After the transition to democracy in the 
late 1970s, Catalonia was one of three regions (the 
others being the Basque Country and Galicia) to 
receive a “fast track” to autonomy. This history of 
struggle contributes to Catalan nationalism, but 
the recent momentum for independence is more 
strongly linked to the current economic woes of 
Spain. 

Catalonia is the largest contributor to the cen-
tral government’s budget. Each year the region 
sends between 15 and 20 billion dollars more to 
Madrid than what they receive in transfers from 
the central government. Facing 22 percent un-
employment and mounting debt, Catalans want 
more of their tax money to solve their own eco-
nomic problems. Mas has said that if an agree-
ment cannot be made, “the road to freedom for 
Catalonia is open.”

Catalonia does pay more in taxes than it gets 
back, but that does not necessarily mean that be-
coming an independent state would improve its 
economic situation. According to Morten Olsen, 
economist at IESE Business School, claiming that 
independence would automatically give Catalonia 
more wealth, “[misses] all the benefits that Catalo-
nia gets from being a part of Spain.” He references 

defense and administrative costs that Catalonia 
would incur as an independent state, a burden 
which they currently do not have to bear.

In addition, trade with the rest of Spain is es-
sential to Catalonia’s position as an industrialized 
region. Prominent members of the business world 
have spoken out against the movement because of 
the economic disadvantages associated with inde-
pendence. Jose Manuel Lara Bosch, chairman of 
the Barcelona-based publishing company Planeta, 
stated that his company would have to relocate if 
independence were to become a reality. 

These are aspects of secession that those calling 
for independence have not fully discussed. With 
the possibility of such costly economic conse-
quences, it is difficult to make an argument based 
on the idea that Catalonia would be economically 
better off as an independent state. 

The position of an independent Catalonia in 
the EU is another question that remains unan-
swered. Mas has made it clear that, were Catalo-
nia to secede, they would wish to remain the EU. 
Whether or not that is possible is unclear. Despite 
his reluctance to comment on issues of secession 
in member states, in an interview with BBC EU 
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso said, 
“Any new state, if it wants to join the European 
Union, has to apply to become a member like any 

state, and all the other member states have to give 
their consent.” The central government of Spain 
sees a Catalan referendum on independence as 
unconstitutional. This position, if it were to re-
main unchanged, might lead the Spanish govern-
ment to block EU membership for an indepen-
dent Catalonia. 

Despite the separatist belief that an indepen-
dent Catalonia would be better equipped to deal 
with its own fiscal problems, the economic posi-
tion of an independent Catalan state remains un-
clear. Regardless of its position as a net contribu-
tor to the tax system, Catalonia benefits greatly by 
being a part of Spain. 

For now the question of Catalan indepen-
dence remains hypothetical, but the uncertainty 
is detrimental to the current economic situation 
of Catalonia, Spain, and the EU as a whole. Un-
certainty has been the plague of Europe since the 
financial crisis began and until some real decisions 
are made, it will remain difficult for Spain and the 
rest of the European Union to emerge from the 
crisis.

Will a Divided economy help a split nation? 
the catalan case
— Meredith Welch

MEREDITh WELCh

In Barcelona, Catalan independence is promoted on St. George’s Day, a holiday that celebrates Catalan heritage.
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On August 17 the members of feminist girl 
band “Pussy Riot” were sentenced to two years 
in prison camp for performing a protest in Mos-
cow’s main Orthodox cathedral. Maria Alyokhina, 
Yekaterina Samutsevich, and Nadezdha Tolokon-
nikova were charged with aggressive hooliganism 
for performing a musical presentation and defac-
ing an Orthodox shrine. Western countries have 
judged the Russian government harshly for the 
punk group’s imprisonment, on the basis that 
their sentence is inhumane and a violation of free-
dom of expression. The action taken against Pussy 
Riot demonstrates the limitless power that Vladi-
mir Putin and the Russian government exercise.

The issue is not whether Pussy Riot should have 
been arrested, but rather the actions taken after-
wards. The government detained the members of 
Pussy Riot for five months without bail, refusing 
to grant members Alyokhina and Tolokonnikova 
the right to see their children. The government’s 
unjust treatment of these women is outrageous; it 
demonstrates the limitless power that it exercises, 
and the lack of due process allows for Putin to 
misuse his power. 

Putin has consistently demonstrated his au-
thoritarian power by squashing forms of cultural 
expression. For instance, in years past internet 
access has been relatively unrestricted in Russia. 
Recently however, there has been an increased 
fascination with blogging and the internet has 
become a bastion of dissent; this has led to Putin 
creating legislature that will allow the government 
to censor the internet and quiet dissenting voices. 
The Russian government seems to repeatedly take 
the same stance: to arrest and take militant actions 
against activists. Under Vladimir Putin and his 
hand-picked predecessor Dmitry Medvedev, hu-
man right defenders have been harassed on an un-
precedented level. In 2009 two activists—Natalya 
Estemirova and Zarema Sadulayeva—were killed 
under suspicious circumstances. Their murderers 
were never punished, nor were the killings inves-
tigated. These assassinations are just one example 
of a long pattern of suppression of dissent. Just as 
in the Soviet era, the Russian government today 
demonstrates cultural and political repression and 
prohibits many art forms that incite rebellious be-
havior. 

Although Putin does not give credence to citi-
zens’ right to freedom of expression, the Russian 

Federation, adopted in 1993, permits citizens the 
right to freedom of assembly under its constitu-
tion. As contradictory as that may seem, it is just 
another gray area that allows Putin to determine 
how the public is ruled. The law contains certain 
reasonable conditions to the right to freedom of 
assembly. Citizens are not permitted to wear masks 
or carry weapons, and the government must sanc-
tion each public demonstration. Pussy Riot know-
ingly violated these reasonable restrictions.

Pussy Riot’s goal was to grab the public and 
media’s attention, and they succeeded. If the 
group simply wanted to state its political opinions 
then a college auditorium would have been appro-
priate and the police would most likely not have 
interceded. Aided by YouTube and other broad-
casting networks, Pussy Riot’s demonstration be-
came mainstream; therefore, the state felt the need 
to aggressively crack down. Although the media 
has aroused protests to free Pussy Riot, I believe 
that this is just the beginning. The repression on 
forms of political protest and expression will only 
increase.

In most countries a feminist provocation in a 
church would lead to a fine or community ser-
vice; one would not normally face years in prison. 
According to BBC Monitoring, there is “univer-
sal condemnation” of the two-year jail sentence. 
However, the Russian press has shown support for 
the court ruling. Under Putin, “hooliganism” and 
“provocation” are just as frowned upon as they 
were during the Soviet years. According to the 
Russian government is treating what should be a 
public order crime as a hate crime. A public order 
crime involves actions that interfere with the civil-

ity of society, whereas a hate crime involves vio-
lence such as assault, injury, and even murder. The 
fact that Pussy Riot’s nonviolent demonstration 
was treated as a hate crime is appalling. Evidently, 
Putin and the Russian government bend the laws 
in order to suppress any opposition to their hold 
on power.

The government is not the only body that 
wanted to punish Pussy Riot. The Russian Ortho-
dox Church in Moscow thought the stunt was an 
insult to the church and therefore believed that the 
sentence was fitting. A handful of Russian Ortho-
dox activists expressed resentment against Pussy 
Riot. Young religious leaders barged into a sex 
museum in Moscow and left a threatening mes-
sage for the staff in response to the protest. Dur-
ing a play about the Pussy Riot trial, a member of 
the same religious group stormed into a Moscow 
theatre screaming, “Repent!” The government and 
members of the Moscow Orthodox Church have 
taken extreme actions. The religious activists have 
taken to punishing Pussy Riot supporters, even 
though Pussy Riot claims that it was solely a “po-
litical stunt, not an attack on believers.” However 
since the majority receives their news via the state-
controlled media, the public perceives the event 
through the eyes of the state’s conservative view. 
Because of Pussy Riot’s demonstration and mu-
sic video entitled, “Punk Prayer-Mother of God, 
Chase Putin Away!” Russia is preparing to send 
Maria Alyokhina and Nadezhda Tolokonnikova 
to distant locations that were once used for prison 
work camps during the Soviet era. 

The Pussy Riot case defines the culture of a 
democratic country verses an authoritarian one, 
and reflects poorly on Putin and the Orthodox 
Church. As Amnesty International stated that the 
conviction is “a bitter blow to freedom of expres-
sion.” The outrageous reaction of the government 
to this event reveals the Russian government’s 
ruthless dedication to the suppression of its peo-
ple, and reveals Putin as a dictator.

WIKIPEDIA

The seven members of Pussy Riot masked by bright 

balaclavas. 

religion, government, and the
right to expression in conflict:
the sentence of Pussy riot in russia
— Olivia Singer
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In a country with already feigning religiosity, 
conservatives in the Republic of Ireland have re-
cently been dealt another blow--this time from the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). In a 
2010 court case, the ECHR found that Ireland’s 
current restrictions on abortion directly conflict 
with Ireland’s constitutional guarantee of an abor-
tion if a mother’s life is in danger. As a result of 
this ruling, the Irish government will have to reex-
amine its current statutes concerning rights of the 
unborn. Furthermore, this ruling may force the 
Oireachtas, Ireland’s Parliament, to implement 
more liberalized abortion legislation. 

Ireland’s compliance with the ECHR, how-
ever, comes at a hefty cost. Currently, the general 
public in Ireland is split over the issue of abortion. 
Neither side, whether pro-life or pro-choice, can 
claim to possess a majority of the population; yet, 
the implementation of new legislation at the com-
mand of an international judiciary will trump any 
public opinion on the matter, which some believe 
will negate the democratic process’ effectiveness 
and usurp Ireland’s sovereignty. Regardless, Ire-
land must be willing to adopt these changes in 
order to give any clout to the ECHR and other 
international institutions.

Currently, Ireland’s abortion statutes are some 
of the strictest in Europe. For much of the na-
tion’s history, the Irish courts enforced the Of-
fences Against the Person Act of 1861, a ban on 
abortions that originated from the times of British 
occupation in Ireland. For over a century, Ireland 
operated under the conditions of this law until a 
national referendum in 1983, which “acknowl-
edged the right to life of the unborn, with due 
regard to the equal right to life of the mother.” 
This referendum eventually became the Eighth 
Amendment to the Irish Constitution. In 1992, 
the Supreme Court of Ireland expounded on this 
referendum by noting that suicide is a legitimate 
risk to a mother’s life and, thus, is grounds for an 
abortion. That same year, the public approved 
two additional referendums that strengthened the 
pro-choice movement. The first, which is now the 
Thirteenth Amendment of the Irish Constitution, 
allowed women to travel abroad in order to re-
ceive abortions. The second, which subsequently 
became the Fourteenth Amendment, allowed or-
ganizations to disseminate information concern-
ing abortions and other reproductive procedures. 

Since 1992, however, the Oireachtas has imple-
mented little legislation to ensure access to abor-
tions for women who risk health complications 

during pregnancy. This has ultimately resulted in 
the case A, B, and C. v. Ireland (2010).

According to the ECHR, the third applicant, 
known only by her alias “Ms. C,” was denied ac-
cess to an abortion after she unexpectedly became 
pregnant. In 2005, Ms. C. procured an abortion 
in the United Kingdom, where abortions are le-
gal, because she feared that a pregnancy would 
complicate therapies she was undergoing to treat 
cancer. Following her operation, Ms. C. suffered 
several complications, including prolonged bleed-
ing and infection. She subsequently filed a lawsuit 
against Ireland for denying her proper “medical 
consultation and litigation options” in order to 
receive an abortion within the Republic. 

In 2010, the EHCR, which Ireland has been 
a part of since the Court’s foundation in 1959, 
ruled that the Irish government failed to provide 
Ms. C. with the proper access to an abortion, 
something guaranteed to her under Article 40.3.3 
(Amendment Eight) of the Constitution. Besides 
the damages that the ECHR ordered the govern-
ment to pay Ms. C, the Court also mandated the 
Irish government to implement the legislation 
needed to ensure the rights guaranteed in Article 
40.3.3. 

In response to the ECHR’s ruling, the Irish 
government organized a team of obstetricians, 
psychiatrists, and lawyers to compile its options 
for complying with the Court’s ruling. Although 
the government expected to receive a report from 
this team sometime this past summer, the long-
awaited report is still forthcoming. Once this re-
port has been issued, the government will have to 
choose its course of action. Ultimately, this will 
manifest itself in one of two results. On one hand, 
the Irish government may decide to abide by the 
ECHR’s rulings and alter its laws to better serve 
women who wish to receive abortions. On the 
other, the Irish government may choose not to 
comply with the Court’s ruling and continue to 
operate under its current standards.

Although the latter would undermine the au-
thority and clout of the ECHR, it is not uncom-
mon for European nations to defy the Court’s 
rulings; but, this only gives power to those who 
actively infringe on human and civil rights. It is 
true that the ECHR has little to no power of en-
forcement, but this should not deter compliance. 
Ireland’s non-compliance will only weaken the in-
tegrity of the ECHR and cripple the Court’s sole 
purpose: “to secure fundamental civil and political 
rights.” 

Unfortunately, compliance looks unlikely. 
Thus far, certain members of the ruling coalition, 
comprised of the center-right Fine Gael and cen-
ter-left Labour, have stated that Ireland does not 
need to comply with the Court’s rulings. Some 
have even accused the ECHR of undermining the 
democratic process in Ireland. Regardless of dis-
similarities between the ECHR and the Irish pub-
lic, the Irish government stands at the forefront of 
an issue that could shape the validity and neces-
sity of the international court system for years to 
come. Without compliance, the ECHR will once 
again lose its relevance and, in effect, European 
cooperation and integration will lose another bat-
tle against state sovereignty.

With heels Dug in:
ireland’s international battle over abortion
— Stuart Richardson

ireland’s non-compliance will 
only weaken the integrity of the 
echr and cripple the court’s sole 
purpose “to secure fundamental 
civil and political rights.”
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The European Union’s dedication to fostering 
democracy and stability in its region has result-
ed in a unique receipt of this year’s Nobel Peace 
Prize. Despite controversy and criticism, this year’s 
choice demonstrates the new dimension of “peace” 
and “security” achieved by the EU by holistically 
tackling the problems at hand. The EU will receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize on December 10, 2012 “for 
over six decades contributing to the advancement 
of peace and reconciliation, democracy, and hu-
man rights in Europe.” 

Never before have so many states united in the 
name of peace and prosperity in such a manner. 
The EU has successfully prevented the outbreak of 
war by linking the different socio-economic and 
political cultures across Europe. It is the cessa-
tion of the destruction that defined Europe for a 
period that merits such admiration. Additionally, 
the EU continues to create regional stability as it 
uses membership as a tool for democracy building 
in candidate countries. The award does not come 
without controversy; however, although a troubled 
economy jeopardizes the supranational govern-
ment experiment, the EU deserves recognition for 
its politically pioneering behavior.

The EU allowed for the transition of a Europe 
divided between democratic and communist 
nations to a unified and peaceful membership. 
Secretary of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, 
Geir Lundestad, noted the five key points of 
the European Union’s fostering of democracy: 
the peaceful relationship between France and 
Germany, the incorporation of the democracies 
of Southern Europe, the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and the subsequent integration of the former 
Eastern Bloc countries, the democracy-building 
relationship with Turkey, and the democracy-
fostering relationship with the nations of the 
Balkans. 

However, it is necessary to admit the glaring 
shortcomings of the EU both historically and cur-
rently. Only recently did the union acquire the 
ability to enact security policy. Until the new mil-
lennium, NATO and other international organi-
zation primarily solved security issues of Europe, 
in conjunction with independent state govern-
ments. It remains, by leaps and bounds, the weak-
est policy area of the Union. It will remain the 
weakest area so long as the international system 
operates on a state-by-state basis. The quintessen-
tial example is the failure of the EU to prevent 
the mass atrocities during the Bosnian war and the 
later war of Kosovo. It was the United States and 

NATO forces that finally decided to intervene and 
prevent any further massacres. 

However, the EU has since grown and is now 
actively fostering peace and democracy in the re-
gion through imminent and proposed member-
ship. Croatia will become a member next year 
while membership is imminent for Montenegro 
and Serbia. The EU has successfully used mem-
bership as tool to push for the peaceful resolution 
of border disputes between Kosovo and Serbia, 
the creation of more transparent and democratic 
institutions, the inclusion of minorities in the 
government, and the full compliance with the In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal of the Former Yu-
goslavia. It has forcibly created a secure society for 
the different ethnic groups in the region through 
its Stabilization and Association Agreement by 
requiring a particular distribution of representa-
tion in the governing bodies. Although obstacles 
remain, particularly in northern Serbia where na-
tionalism remains high, the progress fostered by 
the EU is still noteworthy and laudable. Serbia 
received full candidate status on March 1. 

Furthermore, controversy is nothing new to 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Thorbjorn Jagland, the 
chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, 
even admits that controversy is an inherent char-
acteristic of the Nobel peace prize: “That is how it 

will attract attention and thereby secure the best 
support for the work of the many different lau-
reates.” It is an inherently political act “that seeks 
to stimulate foreign policy.” Thus, controversy is 
not avoided but rather actively courted. Former 
controversial recipients and the EU highlight the 
evolving concept of what it means to be secure in 
this new world order. The multifaceted approach 
to human security is as controversial as ever. Thus, 
it is no surprise that those who claim to tackle such 
issues would also stir controversy.

Regardless of the recipient, a Nobel laureate 
will always invoke controversy. However, no one 
else has fostered integration and democracy to a 
greater extent than the EU. Amidst economic 
crisis, it still espouses peace amongst nations. It 
is a testament to the strength of the Union’s in-
stitution that such confusion and worry has not 
yet triggered extreme violence. Europe has made 
significant strides from mere decades ago when the 
assassination of one leader, Archduke Ferdinand, 
sparked a devastating world war. As the primary 
goals of the European Union are “to strengthen the 
democratic governing body of participating na-
tions” and foster democratic growth in the regions, 
the self-proclaimed “unique experiment” deserves 
the recognition and praise that accompanies the 
esteemed Nobel Peace Prize.
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The norwegian nobel Institute in oslo, norway.

integration and Peace:
on the european union’s nobel Peace Prize
— Michelle West
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The ongoing crisis in Syria has caused thou-
sands of Syrian refugees to flee to Europe, looking 
for safety. As a result, many European countries 
are questioning their obligations and ability to re-
spond to such a massive influx within a few short 
months. Yet, as the scale of the humanitarian crisis 
occurring in Syria continues to increase, so should 
the international assistance provided by Europe. 
Specifically, Europe needs to reassess its policies 
toward the refugees that have sought asylum with-
in boundaries of the European Union, especially 
as that number grows daily.

The Syrian conflict has resulted in over 35,000 
deaths according to recent estimates by the United 
Nations. As a response, thousands of Syrians have 
fled the country out of concern for their lives. 
Although geographical neighbors Jordan, Tur-
key, and Lebanon have received the majority of 
the documented refugees – a staggering total of 
over 350,000 – numbers for European countries 
are expected to steadily increase. According to the 
European Commission, the countries processing 
the most asylum applications from Syrians are 
Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, Austria, and the 
United Kingdom. These countries have approved 
the vast majority of applications thus far. Europe, 
in general, has hardly had an inactive response to 
the Syrian crisis. The member states of the Euro-
pean Union are among the largest contributors to 
the Syria Regional Response Plan, a coalition of 
United Nations agencies and non-governmental 
organizations collaborating to aid Syrian refugees 
who have fled to their four neighboring countries. 
Yet, the startling inconsistencies and ineffective 
policies within some European countries draw 
into question the region’s true dedication to hu-
man rights and peace.

The foundation of refugee aid is the 1951 Ge-
neva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 
and its 1967 Protocol, which define who qualifies 
as a refugee and enumerates the minimum re-
sponsibilities of the international community for 
protection. All members of the EU have ratified 
these instruments. In addition, the 1948 Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1967 
Declaration on Territorial Asylum solidify states’ 
obligations to consider asylum applications fairly 
and uniformly. If they are unable to do so, states 
may request aid from other institutions, such as 
the European Union or more commonly the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees.

Though most countries are granting asylum 
and adequate protection to Syrian refugees, there 

are notable exceptions. According to Adrian Ed-
wards of the Office of the UN High Commission-
er for Refugees, “current approaches to interpret-
ing protection criteria and the type of status and 
entitlements granted vary considerably” among 
European states. Rejection rates of asylum seekers 
for some eastern European countries are as high 
as 50 percent. Other countries have proven more 
likely to grant Syrian refugees a tolerated stay 
rather than the actual protection dictated by inter-
national human rights law. Greece rejected each 
asylum application from Syrians lodged between 
January and June 2012 and has augmented its 
border security and control; though some claim 
that Greece cannot be expected to assist Syrian 
refugees because of internal economic trouble, in-
ternational law provides an alternative route that 
the country has yet to utilize. No request for out-
side aid in handling the refugee situation has been 
submitted to the EU or the UN. 

The solution to such inadequacies is simple; 
yet, advance is stunted by slow progress and lim-
ited approaches. The Common European Asy-
lum System is one such example. The system was 
drafted to harmonize the standards of protection 
by universalizing reception and application pro-
cedures, improving cooperation between member 
states, and increasing solidarity and the respon-
sibility for protection taken by Europe. Though 
forecasted for completion this year, the system has 
yet to operate and is under consideration and revi-

sion by numerous European agencies. Consider-
ing the gravity of the Syrian crisis, the opening 
of the system can no longer experience delay. The 
EU, with its pretense of unity and power, has a 
perfect opportunity to offer a collective response 
to the humanitarian crisis and ensure that mem-
ber countries offer Syrian refugees adequate pro-
tection.

Perhaps the most important means of achieving 
this is through inter-state cooperation. European 
states, in conjunction with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees and non-profit 
human rights organizations, need to continue to 
follow international legal standards for assessing 
asylum claims and cooperate to aid states who 
are struggling to do so. Germany, currently the 
European pioneer in providing assistance to Syr-
ian refugees, should no longer be the exception. 
The necessity of adherence to principles of inter-
national law as well as the responsibility to help 
refugees within European territory has likewise 
been urged by the United Nations, yet no con-
crete steps have stopped the inconsistencies. The 
opening of the Common European Asylum Sys-
tem and simultaneous reevaluation of the root of 
state inconsistencies would be an important first 
step. For a region so committed to human rights, 
the refugee crisis is an ample opportunity to prove 
the power of mobilization and the international 
responsibility of protection, especially of those 
who cannot do so themselves.

the responsibility to Protect:
europe’s obligation to syrian refugees
— Kylee Stair
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A Syrian refugee clutches her child on a bus in Turkey; this is the common flight of thousands who have left their 

homes to seek safety elsewhere. 
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On September 4, the European Commission 
(EC) started a probe into unfair business practices 
by Gazprom, the Russian Federation’s largest gas 
exporter. The commission has accused Gazprom of 
abusing its dominant position within the EU gas 
market to gain market leverage. The investigation 
focuses primarily on Eastern and Central Europe, 
where Gazprom controls 60 to 100 percent of the 
national markets. While the EC has only begun to 
take action against Gazprom’s predatory policies, the 
company’s political ties with Moscow have long been 
common knowledge throughout Eastern Europe.

Across the region, many grievances with Gaz-
prom have been recorded. Last year, Lithuania’s 
government asked the EU to investigate Gazprom 
for refusing to cut gas prices after the Baltic state an-
nounced it would split up its national utility com-
pany that was partially owned by Gazprom. They 
also complained that Gazprom has linked gas and 
oil prices for sales to Lietuvos Dujos AB, a distribu-
tor in which Gazprom holds the majority stake, and 
E.ON, Germany’s largest utility provider. Lithuanian 
Energy Minister Arvydas Sekmokas said in a state-
ment on the EC investigation that Lithuania is being 
“punished with the highest prices in Europe” after its 
attempts to implement EU energy policy that would 
open up energy markets. E.ON and fellow German 
utility provider, RWE, have been burned in negotia-
tions with Gazprom, having lost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in unfair, forced contracts. 

Poland’s national energy company, PGNiG, also 
hopes that the EU probe may help its arbitration 
against Gazprom, the company’s chief executive, 
Grazyna Piotrowska-Oliwa, has said. PGNiG has 
filed against Gazprom in a Stockholm international 
arbitration court last February, over unfairly high 
prices. In response to the actions of the EC, Mos-
cow has passed new laws limiting access to Gazprom 
corporate information that may be crucial to the in-
vestigation. Clearly, Gazprom serves a crucial role as 
a tool of Russian foreign policy in Europe. 

Non-EU nations have been hit even harder by 
Gazprom’s policies. Belarus was forced earlier last 
year to surrender control of Beltransgaz, the com-
pany running Belarus’ pipeline network. Ukraine’s 
national energy company, Naftogaz, has been co-
erced into paying for 27 billion cubic meters of over-
priced gas, even if Ukraine does not use it. Russia is 
only willing to reduce its prices if Ukraine agrees to 
surrender control of its pipeline network. Moldova 
received an ultimatum; cheap Russian gas, or Euro-
pean integration. As Russia asserts itself across the 
former Soviet bloc, what it considers its “sphere of 

influence,” the national sovereignty and energy secu-
rity of its neighbors is being trampled.

Poland, on the other hand, has a set of energy 
policies that should serve as a model for all of East-
ern Europe. To divorce itself from Russian energy, 
Poland is moving forward with shale gas, by tapping 
into its shale deposits. While some nations such 
as Czech Republic and Bulgaria have put in place 
a moratorium on hydraulic fracturing, the drilling 
technique of using a pressured mixture of water and 
industrial chemicals to tunnel through previously 
inaccessible rock deposits, Poland remains open to 
the method, which is seeing enormous success with 
North American shale and is hungry for expansion.

According the Austrian Energy Agency, Poland 
relied on lignite (brown coal, one of the most pol-
luting fossil fuels currently used) for 54.58 percent 
of its energy use in 2010. Therefore, switching to the 
cleanest of all fossil fuels, natural gas, would be an 
environmentally friendly move by Poland. Thanks 
to an abundance of natural gas within Poland’s shale 
deposits that could meet 60 years of market demand, 
Poland has a rare economic opportunity to establish 
a strong domestic natural gas industry. They also 
stand to gain politically from reduced reliance on 
Russian gas imports, which constitute about two-
thirds of Polish gas consumption. Because of legis-
lation pushed through the European Parliament by 
the European Greens in the form of the Directive 

2009/28/EC, every EU member nation must re-
duce their carbon emissions. The shift to natural gas 
will greatly aid Poland in complying with this latest 
round of environmental laws.

Poland is not the only Eastern European nation 
looking to benefit from fossil fuels trapped in shale 
reserves. Pawel Olechnowicz, CEO of Grupa LO-
TOS and president of the Central Europe Energy 
Partners (CEEP), has stated that Lithuania, currently 
seeking ways to diversify its energy sources away from 
Russian imports, could embrace this new technique. 
“Shale gas may trigger a real revolution in the energy 
sector,” he said. “It is a huge opportunity for Lithua-
nia to enhance its energy independence from the east 
and to drive down the prices on the local market. 
Extraction of this gas may trigger positive economic 
and political developments.” Like Poland, Lithuania 
has only recently taken its first steps into the shale 
gas arena, launching a formal tender process for shale 
last June, the first of its kind in Lithuania. Lithuania 
has also passed a law requiring 25 percent of its gas 
supply to come from a liquefied natural gas terminal 
to be constructed by the end of 2014. 

The primary problem, stressed by the energy 
companies itself, is the uncertainty facing the en-
ergy industry from a Polish government that has 
been slow in providing clear regulatory guidelines, 
announcing national energy policy, and in com-
municating with the various actors involved in the 
energy industry. The industry is still eagerly awaiting 
the first draft of a new hydrocarbon bill, which was 
promised by the government last year. Bureaucratic 
red tape in obtaining exploration and drilling licens-
es as well as a deficiency in provision for financing 
of shale exploration are cited as further issues com-
pounding the problem. While it is true that Poland 
must deal with internal issues, the ever-present dan-
ger of heavy reliance on Russian energy gives Europe 
no recourse, except to pursue energy diversification 
and independence.

The need for energy independence from Russia 
is clear, and the impact of continued dependence 
is apparent. Poland must take the lead in wean-
ing Europe off of Russian energy. Those holding 
environmental concerns, while valid, must under-
stand the reality that Eastern Europe faces; with-
out energy independence, political independence 
from Moscow is hollow. There must be Eastern 
European solidarity on energy security if Russia’s 
influence is to be curtailed. For these countries to 
achieve economic stability through energy policy, 
the reach of the Kremlin needs to end at the Rus-
sian border.
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20 Years later, eastern europe
struggles for energy independence
— Will Lamping
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They called her the Girl in the Blue Bra, the 
feature of the iconic Arab Spring photograph of 
an Egyptian woman stripped down to her blaz-
ing blue bra while camo-clad military men drag 
her across the concrete of Tahrir Square. Every-
thing in the photo speaks of the ill-fitting place 
women held in the power structure of Mubarak’s 
Egypt – a petite woman overcome by burly men, 
her bare body frail against their full army garb, 
and the bright blue bra contrasting against their 
black uniforms.

She was a symbol of the struggle for gender 
equality, a motivation for women to blaze forth 
in the revolution and push for power. She was an 
icon, starkly displaying the female struggle. She 
inspired an ideology, moved a country – but as 
Egypt progressed, leaders left all she stood for be-
hind. She became a ghost of the revolution – and 
a dangerous one at that – for in her shadow lies a 
dormant threat to the future of Egypt’s women. As 
ruling coalitions hammer out the country’s foun-
dation and women are stifled socially, the minor 
reversals in women’s rights may be telling of mas-
sive rollbacks in the future for Egypt’s women.

The ruling Freedom and Justice Party (FJP), 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s political wing, invokes 
the plight of the Girl in the Blue Bra in a less dra-
matic sense. Instead of physically dragging wom-
en, they are trampling women by recruiting them 
to the FJP. This sounds paradoxical, but this move 
shows a dedication to Egypt’s women that is shal-
low at best by allowing women into the party, yet 
not deigning to give them substantial power. Of 
the 100-member assembly of constitution-writers 
in Egypt today, only six are women. Of those six 
women, three are FJP members. The FJP alone, 
however, holds 52 of the 100 seats.

More daunting than the lack of female repre-
sentation is that the assembly is taking active mea-
sures to strip women of the right to divorce, lower 
the minimum marriage age, and ensure that any 
rights granted do not interfere with women’s reli-
gious or familial duties. While the Muslim Broth-
erhood has expanded to include an effectively 
powerless “Sisterhood” cadre, they have justified 
their minimal strides to answer to women’s rights 
by claiming religious reasoning or insisting that a 
time of economic turmoil should not focus on an 
issue as trivial as women’s rights. 

This is a slippery slope for Egypt’s women, as 
it is much the same path Iran followed after their 
own revolution – one of repealing gains in the 
women’s movement made under the dethroned 
ruler and imposing restrictions on women’s soci-
etal and occupational roles. Immediately after the 
Iranian Revolution in 1979, women lost divorce 

rights and minimum marriage ages in the name 
of religion. Today, Iran’s women are barred from 
scores of college majors and occupations deemed 
unfit for females. 

These similar beginnings speak volumes to the 
fate of Egyptian women. A more recent develop-
ment in the social status of women is the spike in 
random public sexual assaults on females, becom-
ing increasingly frequent since the end of the revo-
lution and mirroring the image of the Girl in the 
Blue Bra eerily accurately. When asked to justify 
their actions, males decry the women’s dress, say-
ing that there would be no motivation for attack 
if the women were properly clad and accompanied 
by a male. On the contrary, many of the victims 
are veiled women wearing a mix of traditional and 
western dress. The government and police forces 
have taken minimal actions to curb these attacks. 
Yet again, Egypt’s women are victimized by the 
idea of the “proper” role of females in a society 
struggling between modernism and traditional-
ism.

The two spectrums of Egypt’s dalliance on 
women’s rights, the social and the political, are 
not mutually exclusive. Rather, the social and 
political movements complement and encourage 
one another, leading to increased legal and societal 
restrictions on women. So this may be the time 
for Egypt’s women to recall the Girl in the Blue 
Bra, to reinstate the fire that she engendered dur-
ing the revolution, and begin a new revolution in 
pursuit of equality, power, and respect. Her ghost 

still lingers, waiting to come alive at the conster-
nation, the ill-representation, and the attack faced 
daily by Egypt’s women. To the women of Egypt, 
to the overlooked women of the world: call upon 
the Girl in the Blue Bra to spark that fire.
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Protestors in Tahrir Square, Cairo in February 2011; the protests in Egypt were one of the focal points of the Arab 

Spring.

the ghost of the girl in the blue bra
— Sahar Adora



It is well known that many governments in the 
Middle East rely on state-run media or censorship 
to impact local news coverage and, ultimately, pub-
lic opinion. But this control is being challenged as 
citizens adapt the ways in which they receive and 
interpret information. The Middle East today is 
a region very different than that even a few years 
ago; the protests that shook the region to its core in 
2010 and 2011 were all covered by media outlets 
Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya. Not many took notice in 
November 1996 when a government-funded TV 
station began broadcasting six hours a day in Arabic 
from Qatar, but sixteen years later Al Jazeera’s fame 
goes far beyond the Middle East: it has carved for 
itself a leading role among global media outlets. In 
recent years, media coverage in the Middle East has 
changed drastically, extending a level of freedom of 
speech on television not previously known through-
out the region. In doing so, Al Jazeera in particular 
is rapidly becoming a major international news net-
work.

 Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya, both based in the 
Gulf, dominate today’s Arab media world. Accord-
ing to a survey conducted last year by YouGov Siraj, 
data gathered from 1,509 respondents in Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates, found that Al 
Jazeera Arabic is the most watched and trusted news 
source in each countries. Specifically, 52 percent of 
respondents said Al Jazeera was their most popular 
news channel and 44 percent stated that it was the 
most trusted. It is worth noting that Western media, 
specifically BBC World News (English) and CNN, 
ranked second and third respectively. Saudi Arabia’s 
own local news channels ranked fifth, with only ten 
percent saying that they trust its reporting. 

Al Anstey, Al Jazeera English’s managing editor, 
sets the site apart from Western media outlets say-
ing, “It’s not about revenue for us; it’s about getting 
our journalism to as many people as possible. Yes we 
do advertise on the channel, we do look for revenue 
opportunities. But that is not the driving force.” 

Given an unusual degree of editorial freedom by 
the Qatari government, Al Jazeera chose its target 
audience wisely. It quickly picked up Arab viewers 
disinclined to view state-controlled media within 
their own country, and subsequently became their 
primary source of information. 

Al Arabiya emerged in 2002 as direct competi-
tion to Al Jazeera. It is also said that the network was 
created as a response to Al Jazeera’s criticism of the 
Saudi royal family during the 1990s. Furthermore, a 
2008 New York Times profile of the network’s direc-
tor, Abdul Rahman Al Rashed, stated that the net-

work works to “cure Arab television of its penchant 
for radical politics and violence,” and Al Jazeera is its 
main target. Some have criticized Al Arabiya and see 
it as part of a “concerted Saudi attempt to dominate 
the world of cable and satellite television media in 
the Arab world.

It was not until 2001 that Al Jazeera began to 
attract major attention in the West. At that time, it 
was the only TV station with a permanent 24-hour 
satellite link to Kabul during the Afghan War and it 
became well known, for better or worse, for broad-
casting videotape messages from al-Qaeda leaders. 
It aired videos it received from Osama bin Laden 
and the Taliban and was both praised and subjected 
to harsh criticism for airing the information, which 
did give the terrorists a voice. Certainly, though, 
CNN, or any news outlet for that matter, would 
have done the same had they access to the exclusive 
material Al Jazeera acquired. 

Al Jazeera has been also widely credited in help-
ing enable the revolt in Tunisia through its galvaniz-
ing early reports. While the network gained much 
popularity due to its coverage of Egyptian revolu-
tion, it has also faced staunch criticism, as it was 
quite slow in reporting initial events. Despite all 
of this, the network still operates with far less con-
straint than any other Arab media outlet, Al Arabiya 
included, and its popularity remains untainted. 

Sultan Al Qassemi writes that both Al Jazeera 

and Al Arabiya suffer from a “Yasser Arafat di-
chotomy,” meaning that, like the late Palestinian 
leader, the network’s rhetoric varies significantly 
depending on the language it broadcasts in. The 
network has also come under fire for frequently 
mentioning the uprisings on its English broadcast, 
yet hardly at all on the far more influential Arabic 
broadcast. Meanwhile Al Arabiya was criticized 
in 2011 for firing Hafez Al Mirazi, a network re-
porter, for critiquing the channel’s coverage of the 
Egyptian uprising. 

Media throughout the world will never be en-
tirely unbiased—individual interests by those who 
fund a given network will always sway strategic 
bias. It is clear, however, that Al Jazeera, and Al 
Arabiya to some extent, have vastly shaped pub-
lic opinion in the Middle East. In doing so, they 
have attracted the attention of those in the West. 
Al Jazeera is on the cutting-edge when it comes 
to incorporating social media into its reports, and 
the global journalism community is quickly fol-
lowing suit. Ten years ago, there was much talk of 
the so-called “CNN Effect,” the theory that news 
coverage—especially intriguing visual storytell-
ing—was influencing foreign policy throughout 
the world. It is clear today, however, that the “Arab 
media effect” goes further yet. It is this phenom-
enon that is reshaping the Middle East and the 
greater global community at this time.
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al-jazeera and al-arabiya:
how arab media is transforming global journalism
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As the Syrian Civil War escalates, thousands of 
refugees disperse into nearby nations Iraq, Turkey, 
Lebanon, and particularly Jordan, which, according 
to the New York Times, held almost 214,000 refu-
gees as of November 1. With Jordan’s population of 
just over six million, Syrian refugees now account 
for almost four percent of the country’s population. 
An average 1,000 to 3,500 additional refugees enter 
the country each day. However, those seeking asy-
lum face difficulties through extensive interrogations 
and long waits for registration at an insufficiently 
protected border. In October, an estimated 41 per-
cent of refugees awaited registration into Jordan on a 
frontier rampant with kidnappings and brief clashes 
between authorities. 

Za’atari, the fastest growing refugee camp in the 
Middle East with 38,000 registered refugees, stands 
only six miles south of the Syrian-Jordanian border. 
Fearful that the sudden influx will destabilize their 
fragile economy, authorities strictly limit refugee 
mobility and freedom of speech within the camp. 
This practice has led to several demonstrations, but 
improvements were not forthcoming as police re-
sponded with tear gas and the deportation of sev-
eral refugees classified as a threat to national security. 
However, greater ease of entry, mobility, and protec-
tion will allow for assimilation into Jordan and en-
courage economic growth within the region due to 
refugee entrepreneurship. The Za’atari camp’s thriv-
ing marketplace shows this to be true. 

Food stands, coffee shops, clothing boutiques, 
and perfumeries line the center street of the camp, 
where products purchased from Jordanian officials 
turn a profit when resold to refugees. This new busi-
ness relationship relieves tensions between the two 
demographics, increasing stability and improving 
overall standard of living. Vendors earn 8-14 dollars a 
day on average, a fortune in a locale where cigarettes 
are 2 dollars, chips 15 cents, and biscuits a dime. 

Za’atari also held elections for a camp council, 
easing tensions further through representatives that 
discuss the needs of the refugees. The council, in col-
laboration with the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), pays several hundred men ten dollars for 
six hour shifts of manual labor, such as distributing 
supplies, in order to maintain the camp. The Za’atari 
camp, in essence, created both a private and public 
sector: a complete, self-contained economy. 

Such initiative indicates that the unique skill set 
of incoming Syrian refugees may resolve the slow 
economic growth now confronting Jordan. Low 

natural resources in Jordan necessitate importation, 
which increased from 13.68 billion dollars in 2010 
to 16.21 billion dollars in 2011, but exports remain 
stagnant. Facing an unofficial unemployment rate of 
30 percent and an inflation rate of 4.4 percent, mi-
nor reforms to correct the budget deficit – now ten 
percent of Jordan’s GDP – are futile. At this point, 
only an increase in exports could revive the economy 
and narrow the trade deficit. 

Coincidentally, the financial demographics of 
Syria perfectly complement the lacking export sector 
of the Jordanian economy. These refugees can help 
to increase exports. Jordan’s main exports include 
agriculture and phosphate rock mining; however, 
agriculture constitutes their smallest sector, at only 
four percent of their economy. Syria’s agricultural 
sector, on the other hand, comprises 16.9 percent of 
their economy, and largely concentrates in the agri-
cultural province of Dara’a, where most refugees at 
Za’atari originate. Jordan and Syria even specialize in 
the same agricultural products. Syrian experience in 
food processing could also lead to the diversification 
of Jordanian exports through expansion of shared 
industries, so long as Jordan supports Syrian integra-
tion into their economy. 

Jordan’s industrial sector, encompassing 20 
percent of their economy, reflects an industrial 
production growth rate of only one percent. Con-
versely, 16 percent of the Syrian workforce supports 
their industrial sector, which boasts an industrial 
production growth rate of six percent. Assuming 
the same demographic of refugees enter Jordan, 16 
percent of the refugee labor force has the tools and 
experience necessary to improve their host nation’s 
industrial sector. This is especially revealing con-
sidering Syria and Jordan share similar industrial 
products as well, including clothing and textiles, 
two of Jordan’s primary exports. 

As a consequence of the slowing economy, Jor-
dan’s infrastructure continues to worsen, with only 
16 airports with paved runways, 507 kilometers 
of railways, and 7,891 kilometers of roadways. 
The Hejaz Railway in particular once served as the 
primary mode of transportation of Jordan’s most 
lucrative export, phosphate. The railway is fall-
ing into disrepair, and its underutilization leads to 
greater transportation costs for Jordanian business-
es as congested roads, due to their general scarcity, 
delay delivery times.

Syrian refugees, in search of any form of em-
ployment, would voluntarily support any infra-

structure project, including the recently proposed 
modification of the Hejaz Railway, for minimal 
pay. A ten dollar paycheck for manual labor qualms 
their anxieties within the refugee camps; similar 
compensation could greatly increase the number 
of available employees for such projects, eventually 
leading to the overall improvement of the Jorda-
nian economy. 

Critics of Syrian integration into the Jorda-
nian community argue that their presence steals 
jobs otherwise available to Jordanians. Conversely, 
evident through the overnight reformation of the 
Za’atari refugee camp into a thriving market, in-
coming Syrians have the initiative necessary to cre-
ate the jobs Jordanian citizens seek. Additionally, 
relative to the composition of each sector, a dis-
proportionately large number of Jordanians work 
in the service sector, and an influx of those skilled 
in agriculture or industry would not interfere with 
Jordanian employment; they would only supple-
ment the agricultural and industrial sectors, per-
haps even improving them through the movement 
of ideas across borders. 

Opponents to Syrian assimilation also claim 
that refugees place pressure upon already strained 
public services, such as education, and natural re-
sources, such as water. However, proactive Syrians 
have already worked alongside UNICEF to form 
14 schools within the Za’atari camp, teaching 
2,300 children. With greater flexibility, this im-
provised school system could grow to compensate 
for the 17,000 Syrian students currently attending 
Jordanian schools, thus relieving pressure on the 
nation’s education system. However, in order to 
lift such a burden, refugees must encounter fewer 
restrictions. 

The ultimate critique of eliminating restrictions 
upon Syrian refugees is the fear of political insta-
bility generated from their revolutionary attitudes 
and the potential for spillover of violence. On the 
contrary, integrating refugees into the Jordanian 
community creates an inclusive atmosphere that re-
duces tensions through development of business re-
lationships, as seen within the camp councils found 
in Za’atari. In reality, increased flexibility provides 
a solution for the potential problems an influx of 
refugees potentially creates. Incoming refugees 
could compensate for the increased resources they 
require by repairing the Jordanian economy, if only 
the government grants them the chance through 
lifting their current restrictions.  
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hidden blessings:
syrian refugees encourage entrepreneurship 
in jordanian refugee camps
— Nisreen Salka
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It has been twenty months since the turmoil 
of the Arab Spring spread violently to Syria, and 
it has yet to subside. If anything, it has escalated, 
as the Syrian government violently cracks down 
on citizens. Violence has taken the lives of at least 
40,000 people, and about three to four million 
people are in desperate need of substantial food, 
water or medical assistance. Syria’s food crisis 
stems from a drought that has plagued the coun-
try for three years, the destruction of farmland, 
and an exodus of laborers for former two reasons. 
Not only does the food crisis invoke a humanitar-
ian crisis, it has detrimental economic effects in 
Syria and its neighboring countries – namely Iraq, 
Jordan, and Turkey. These countries import food 
from Syria, yet the inability to grow or transport 
food has driven up food prices in both Syria and 
these neighboring countries. Due to the now vola-
tile trade relations with Syria, there are economic 
incentives for the neighboring nations to help 
settle the chaos and find a peaceful resolution. 

While political unrest is mainly to blame for 
the 1.8 billion dollar hit to the Syrian agriculture 
industry, the drought also contributes to the loss. 
Many rural laborers have lost their farming assets, 
their livestock-based livelihoods, and their busi-
nesses. These losses and the drought in Syria have 
negatively impacted the production of foodstuffs. 
One painfully clear example is wheat prices in 
Syria, which are eleven percent higher than last 
year. There are about three million people in need 
of proper food and clean water, most of whom are 
refugees or are internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
who cannot afford to pay for or lack adequate ac-
cess to these goods. Unfortunately, the Syrians are 
not the only people who are suffering from this 
crisis. The countries bordering Syria are also di-
rectly impacted in terms of food security.

Iraq, Jordan, and Turkey all have close trade 
relations with Syria and import food through 
truck transportation. Not only is there a decrease 
in food for Syria to export, but also there are in-
frastructural problems that delay the trade pro-
cess. Roads and interstates have been damaged 
or destroyed, forcing routes to be redirected and 
imports to be slowed. Furthermore, the fear of 
violence has decreased exports, as truck drivers are 
less willing to risk crossing the border. All of these 
factors negatively impact Iraq, where food prices 
have increased 7.8 percent in the past year. Food 
prices in Jordan also increased- vegetable prices 
have risen 32.1 percent due to a huge influx of 
Syrian refugees and the poor vegetable harvest in 

Jordan. The price of meat has quadrupled in Tur-
key near the Syrian border. The strong connection 
between Syria’s agricultural industry and its neigh-
bor’s food prices indicate the economic necessity 
of Iraq, Turkey, and Jordan promoting a plan for 
peace in Syria.

Western nations have acknowledged Syria’s 
food insecurity, but this is not enough. The US 
announced that it would administer thirty mil-
lion dollars in aid to Syria through the World 
Food Program. This money will help refugees and 
IDPs access food, but will not reach even close to 
everyone affected. The Syrian Red Crescent and 
other NGOs admit that it is increasingly difficult 
to administer aid to Syria; as the violence escalates 
there are more and more locations that become 
restricted for aid workers. Although parts of the 
international community are trying to remedy the 
security issues in Syria, countries disagree on the 
best solution. The UN Security Council has ex-
amined three resolutions, all of which have been 
blocked due to Russian and Chinese vetoes. The 
inability for the NGOs, the World Food Program 
and the UN Security Council to successfully help 
Syria adds pressure to Syria’s neighbors to step in 
and administer a peaceful resolution. These neigh-
boring countries have the advantage of strong eco-
nomic ties and geographical proximity. 

There has been opposition amongst Syria’s 

neighboring countries to setting up official refu-
gee camps, but Turkey, Iraq and Jordan can of-
fer much more than just humanitarian aid. The 
governments in the three countries can unite and 
cite their economic ties to initiate dialogue with 
the Syrian government to begin taking steps to 
quell the violence. The Turkish government has 
put some pressure on Syria by administering eco-
nomic sanctions on Syrian oil. If the neighboring 
countries put more pressure through economic 
sanctions, the government will begin to have few-
er incentives to allow the revolution to continue. 

During violent crises, we often overlook the 
issue of food security. However, in Syria and its 
neighboring countries, the lack of food sheds light 
on the humanitarian and economic impacts of 
the uprising. The food security issue demonstrates 
how regional actors play an important role in ad-
ministering pressure on the Syrian government 
out of humanitarian necessity as well as economic 
and political incentives. 

Drought and Dysfunction:
syria’s fight for food
— Anisha Kingra
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A combination of economic sanctions against 
Iran, imposed by agent countries in protest against 
their nuclear program, and government mismanage-
ment of the resulting fiscal crisis, recently led to the 
severe 71 percent depreciation of Iranian currency, 
the rial. Given that a currency’s value often reflects 
the health of the respective nation’s economy, Iran 
may soon find itself in the midst of a severe depres-
sion as it falls into an inflationary spiral, signifying 
the sanctions’ success. As the United States ap-
proaches almost a full trade embargo, prices of basic 
foodstuffs and medicines more than doubled in the 
past year, and the currency’s value declined from a 
ratio of 24,6000 to 34,800 rials relative to the US 
dollar within a week.

Tensions are rising as the currency’s value tumbles, 
especially as large oil suppliers no longer break even 
and sanctions cut oil exports in half. Citizens expressed 
outrage at the government response to the current cri-
sis, which included the creation of a foreign exchange 
center in which the Central Bank of Iran conceded 
preferential rates for importers of priority goods. The 
policy change, enacted this past September, uninten-
tionally created fear that the government lacked or no 
longer held access to their foreign exchange reserves, 
previously asserted to hold 110 billion dollars, and led 
to an outbreak of speculation. 

These fears may have merit, according to Johns 
Hopkins economics professor Steven H. Hanke, 
who calculated Iran’s annual inflation rate at 196 
percent, recording the case as the 48th worst hy-
perinflation ranking in history. The first Middle 
Eastern country to experience hyperinflation, Iran 
now experiences a price-doubling time of only 39.8 
days and is home to the least-valued currency in the 
world. In more immediate terms, the daily inflation 
rate is 1.78 percent, approximately the maximum 
inflation that should occur over the space of one 
year in a healthy economy.  

As chaos reigned in the Iranian currency ex-
change market, President Ahmadinejad declared 
that the interest rates for borrowing and deposit-
ing could no longer exceed the inflation rate, thus 
decreasing the use of banks. He did so in an effort 
to curb speculation and stabilize the rial; however, 
his declaration only increased fears about the value 
of the currency and the ability of the government 
to conduct any potential exchange. Following this 
change and the decision to stop publishing the infla-
tion rate, most recently announced at 23.5 percent, 
the Iranian capital Tehran exploded with renewed 
anxiety, including concerns that the government 
previously understated the inflation rate and that it 

had now increased exponentially.
Such abrupt changes in policy in response to 

economic sanctions shifted blame toward the gov-
ernment and recently resulted in widespread protests 
against the regime. The anger of rich merchants that 
share deep ties with the current government, as well 
as small business owners, put severe pressure on the 
government to rectify the situation. The regime will 
likely struggle to do so as new economic sanctions 
come into effect, including the restriction of curren-
cy-printing services from prime providers in Europe, 
amplifying already-existing inflation still further. The 
deduction of resources at Iran’s disposal due to the 
implementation of these sanctions limits govern-
ment ability to take control of the economic crisis, 
and Ahmadinejad remains incapable of presenting 
an alternative solution.

Public outcry over the worsening economic crisis 
with no help in sight, domestically or abroad, has 
led to acts of desperation rarely seen in Iran’s streets. 
Already 10,000 workers have signed a petition of 
complaint to Iran’s labor minister, merchants have 
closed their shops in Tehran’s Grand Bazaar, and 
protests have escalated in Iran’s third-largest city, 
Isfahan. These acts of internal defiance show the 
people’s belief that government mismanagement is 
at fault, rather than external interference. Futile gov-
ernment attempts to only allow currency trading at 
the overvalued rate of 25,500 rials to the dollar only 
increased hostility toward the regime’s handling of 
the situation, with particular blame directed toward 
President Ahmadinejad. 

To reconsolidate their power, the Iranian gov-
ernment must heed their citizens’ pleas for an in-
fusion of economic growth. Given that the nation 
follows an export-led growth model, the only way 
the slow journey back toward economic strength 
could begin is through the removal of economic 
sanctions. In exchange, the agent countries cur-
rently enforcing them would demand the discon-
tinuation of Iran’s nuclear program. 

Opponents of economic sanctions claim that 
military action is a more effective alternative to 
halt Iran’s nuclear program. But the repercussions 

of military action, most likely initiated by agent 
countries currently imposing economic sanctions, 
including the United States and Israel, are severe. 
One such consequence includes heavy increases in 
military spending, which will lead to government 
deficits likely to spill over to citizens through tax 
hikes. Economic sanctions, on the other hand, con-
tains citizen fear and disunity within Iran alone, and 
promotes blame toward the Iranian government 
rather than against outside military aggressors. In a 
nation already fraught with both political and eco-
nomic instability, the additional disruptive force 
of economic sanctions encourages regime change 
more substantially than the violent alternative. 

Regardless of the disparity of resources between 
the warring nations, some level of hurt will reach 
both sides of the conflict, perhaps at a greater level 
than first anticipated. Military engagements are 
undeniably risky, ensuring casualties and economic 
strain to all involved. These costly battles would not 
even target the correct population, for they would 
only reach innocent villagers or small military bases 
without any real effect upon the nuclear program 
they wish to halt. Economic sanctions, on the other 
hand, place gradual, albeit accelerating, pressure 
upon the government to alter their practices in or-
der to retain their power. 

Should the Iranian government continue to 
demonstrate its ineptitude in response to economic 
sanctions, it will have no choice but to give in to the 
agent countries’ demands in order to prevent a revolt 
from its own citizens. As the previously rare protests 
escalate in violence and the people grow increasingly 
infuriated, pressure mounts for the government to 
take immediate action to restore the peace. 

If the Iranian government fails to comply with 
the demands of their people to improve the eco-
nomic situation, only achievable through the re-
moval of economic sanctions and thus adherence 
to agent countries’ requests, they will no longer 
hold the allegiance of their people. Without this 
loyalty, revolt and potential civil war are likely 
results, at which point the nuclear program is al-
most certain to discontinue anyway. 
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tensions are rising as the currency’s 
value tumbles, especially as large oil 
suppliers no longer break even and 
sanctions cut oil exports in half.”



Iran made great strides recently with the an-
nouncement of the Bushehr nuclear power plant. 
Set to launch in early 2013, this facility signifies 
the clear progression of its energy program. The 
looming question that transcends the political 
landscape now is whether or not Iran is attempt-
ing to covertly create a nuclear weapons program. 
President Ahmadinejad has pledged that their 
energy program has no underlying motives, but 
all the evidence indicates otherwise. All the req-
uisite steps involved in creating a nuclear bomb 
have already been taken. The international com-
munity must continue exerting pressure until Iran 
agrees to allow open inspection of their nuclear 
program. 

Sanctions against Iran have grown rapidly 
in 2012 in response to the disapproval of their 
nuclear activities. Led by the US and the E.U 
these measures have been highly effective. Iran’s 
oil revenue has dropped by over 60 percent and 
inflation is rampant. Iran has been the target of 
international sanctions for decades and has typi-
cally remained stubborn, but the growing discon-
tent amongst Iranian civilians may finally per-
suade Ahmadinejad’s government to take action. 
Foreign inspectors are needed to ensure that the 
nuclear program is being utilized solely for energy 
purposes. Further sanctions should be issued if 
Iran refuses to comply.

A cursory examination of the Iranian threat 
tends to linger on the lurid pictures that Iran has 
presented to the world in the three decades plus 
since its overthrow of the Shah. Americans par-
ticularly have heard the inflammatory rhetoric of 
the Iranian heirs to that revolution, and many can 
still recall the images of hostages being marched 
out of the American embassy in Tehran after their 
infamous 444-day detainment. This tends to lead 
to the immediate assumption that the biggest 
negative that could come out of a nuclear Iran is if 
they were to use the bomb themselves, leading to 
regional conflagration.

 While that always remains a possibility, there 
are other aspects of the problem that seem more 
realistic and immediate: Iran has, without any 
serious question, been the chief dispenser of ter-
rorist largesse in the last few decades, supplying 
everything from money and safe haven to actual 
tools of terror to radical groups throughout the 
region. Therefore the more immediate threat from 
Iranian acquisition of nuclear arms would be the 
profound insecurity of waiting and wondering in 
what violent hands the nuclear weapons might 
eventually wind up. That intolerable uncertainty 
would undoubtedly lead to action from long qui-
escent “moderate” governments in the Gulf and 

beyond.
 The nature of such action might very well be 

an unprecedented level of nuclear escalation and 
proliferation in a region that for a half century has 
been the world’s stereotype for potential geopoliti-
cal and economic conflict. How long would the 
Saudi royals, already seeing their authority shak-
en by world events, remain in the posture of an 
unarmed supplicant forced to make concessions 
to the hated non-Arabic, Shia dominated but 
“nuke possessing” mullahs in Teheran? Indeed, the 
image of burning oil wells so indelibly placed in 
the world’s consciousness by Saddam Hussein at 
the end of the first Gulf War in 1991 established 
just how vulnerable fully 25 percent of the world’s 
oil supply in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States 
truly remain. 

It seems inevitable that those states would 
arm themselves in a nuclear fashion, thus placing 
the threat of long-range nuclear devastation and 
contamination right next to the most valuable re-
source real estate on the face of the planet. Then, 
with nuclear armaments bristling throughout the 
Middle East, the next social revolution, such as the 
Arab Spring of 2011, would assume a complexity 
and uncertainty that might succeed in actually 
“freezing” the oil dependent world economy al-
ready so fragile and struggling to emerge from 
worldwide slowdown. Thus, there is virtually no 

player on the world stage which is not threatened 
in some manner by the advent of nuclear weapons 
in the Middle East because no one in that region 
will sit passively by on the day that Teheran ex-
plodes its first nuclear bomb test. 

Iran should have the capacity to utilize nuclear 
facilities for energy purposes. However, there is 
simply too much at stake to not keep a close eye 
on them as their nuclear program advances. If Iran 
truly had no duplicitous intentions, they have no 
motive to object to foreign inspectors observing 
their facilities, and the sanctions would cease. 
President Obama is committed to resolving the 
issue diplomatically, but if Iran remains adamant, 
military intervention may become necessary.
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An Iranian heavy water reactor.



Last March, footage of an Ethiopian woman 
being publicly beaten outside the Ethiopian 
consulate in Beirut electrified the discussion sur-
rounding migrant workers’ rights in Lebanon. 
Alem Dechasa, a migrant worker who had been 
living in the country for three months, fled her 
abusive employer and sought help from the Ethio-
pian consulate – only to be caught outside, beat-
en, and promptly escorted to the mental hospital 
where she later committed suicide. News of her 
death sparked outrage across the globe, drawing 
heavy criticism on the Lebanese government for 
consistently failing to address the issue of workers’ 
rights inside the country. 

As one of 200,000 domestic workers in Leba-
non, Dechasa’s story is not uncommon. According 
to an estimate by Human Rights Watch (HRW), 
roughly one domestic worker dies weekly as a 
result of unnatural causes, most often linked to 
failed escape attempts or, in extreme cases, suicide. 
The country faces a sobering reality, and it has be-
come painfully clear through stories like Dechasa’s 
that without government intervention, very little 
progress can be made to ensure the protection of 
workers’ rights.

For many Lebanese struggling to climb the 
social ladder, foreign maids like Dechasa are the 
quintessential status symbol. Their work is cheap 
and unregulated, and in many ways they have 
become integral to the fabric of Lebanese society. 
Lebanon employs roughly one-fifth of the Middle 
East’s migrant worker population, and the vast 
majority of these are African and East Asian wom-
en funneled into the country through Lebanese 
recruitment agencies. They do not receive much, 
if any, protection from the Lebanese government. 

Indeed, in an industry some have referred to as 
the “new slavery,” these women are highly vulner-
able to exploitation and human rights abuses. In 
the hands of the wrong employer, they can work 
long, unregulated hours, often without vacation 
time. Some report verbal and sexual abuse; still 
others report their passports confiscated by em-
ployers seeking to restrict their freedom of move-
ment. In a 2005 survey conducted by Caritas 
Lebanon, an NGO dedicated to social service 
and improving the lives of others, it was reported 
that 90 percent of employers had confiscated their 
employees’ legal documents in the effort to pre-
vent them from running away. In these instances 
of abuse it is often difficult for workers to escape 
their situations, owing to the “kafala” sponsorship 
system that forbids workers from crossing borders 

without the permission of their employers. 
In all of this, the role of the Lebanese govern-

ment has been illusionary at best. Officials have 
come out in support of protecting migrant rights 
(largely in response to pressure from the interna-
tional community), but they have made very little 
progress in giving meaning to their words. As not-
ed by Nisha Varia, deputy director of the women’s 
division of HRW: “While other countries are de-
bating concrete legal reforms, Lebanon has not 
even managed the incremental step of creating a 
fair employment contract.” 

Furthermore, recruitment agencies are un-
regulated, migrant workers are unprotected under 
Lebanese labor laws, and the country is a non-sig-
natory to the United Nations Convention on the 
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of their Families. The only signifi-
cant legal response to the exploitation of migrant 
workers has come from outside of Lebanon, where 
Nepal, Ethiopia, Madagascar, and the Philippines 
have all placed bans on their citizens travelling to 
Lebanon for work.

The fight for migrant workers’ rights can only 
progress if the government is willing to step for-
ward and legitimize the movement. Today, the 
lack of official policy regarding foreign workers in 
Lebanon has left room in society for a form of dis-
crimination destructive to the lives of thousands 
of working women. In what becomes a highly 
counterproductive cycle of non-action, these at-
titudes influence policy, and policy—or, in this 
case, the lack thereof—reinforces discriminatory 
attitudes. 

Two steps toward solving this problem could 
be to include migrant workers in Lebanese labor 
laws and to crack down on abusive employers, 
many of whom suffer few consequences for their 
actions. Ensuring the legal protection of these 
200,000 women would not only recognize their 
value as key members of Lebanese society, but also 
would validate their worth as human beings. Un-
til the government can officially acknowledge the 
abuse of and discrimination against foreign work-

ers, the issue will remain where it is—swept under 
the rug. 

Steps toward legal equality are crucial if social 
equality and an end to abuse are to follow.
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roughly one domestic worker per 
week dies as a result of unnatural 
causes, most often linked to failed 
escape attempts or suicide.”



It is a basic concept in national development: 
an educated populace bolsters productivity and 
moves a state forward. In the case of most devel-
oped nations, this boost came with a liberated 
education system, where women and minorities 
learned and grew alongside men. In fact, the most 
advanced nations moved forward at astonishing 
speeds in part because liberalized schooling builds 
a superior workforce and encourages innovation – 
this change in education is heralded as one of the 
impetuses for China’s burgeoning economy. From 
the United States to Turkey to Japan, this ideal 
has been proved, encouraged, and pushed toward 
perfection.

And then there’s Iran.
The Iranian government recently mandated 

that textbooks will promote females marrying at a 
young age. The slew of societal consequences fol-
lowing this decision will make themselves evident 
in the short-run – low education levels because of 
prioritizing marriage before education, plummet-
ing workforce as a result of women staying home 
to care for families, and rising birth rates as early 
marriage breeds earlier and increasing pregnan-
cies. Unseen, however, lie the dormant economic 
detriments which will accompany this new policy. 
Particularly in Iran, where a one-product economy 
run on oil provides for most of the nation’s wealth, 
this decision will have unduly dramatic effects on 
productivity and economy as a whole.

Before the revolution of 1979, Iranian women 
progressed despite flaws in the reigning power’s 
rule. Shah Reza Pahlavi’s genuine effort to reform 
Iran from the 1950s to 1970s included clothing 
liberation (what is now referred to as an “un-
veiling” effort to discourage headscarves and tra-
ditional dress), divorce rights and minimum mar-
riage ages, and education rights. It was a bumpy 
road, but signs of real progress emerged. The 
discouragement of early marriage expanded the 
workforce and boosted the economy, readying the 
country for the industrial boom, Pahlavi’s “eco-
nomic miracle.” In 1960, women comprised only 
ten percent of school and university enrollment. 
By 1967, that number had gone up to 35 percent, 
with the number of females in higher education 
increasing at 65 percent a year. It was not ideal, 
but Pahlavi’s vision for equality had begun.

The Iranian Revolution reversed this vision. 
Revolutionaries said the struggle was for econom-
ic equality, for freedom of religion, and perhaps it 
was. However, today education and employment 
have become increasingly exclusive rights as cler-

ics declare certain subjects, from engineering to 
English literature, as ill suited to a woman’s na-
ture. This change marks the Iranian trend toward 
traditionalist values that has progressed since the 
revolution. What is more dangerous than barring 
women from 77 college majors and de facto limi-
tations on employment accessibility is the funda-
mental change in mindset dictated by the ruling 
coalition’s latest set of repressive educational re-
form.

This most recent change is one of ideology, 
mandating textbooks to forward the ideals of the 
country’s conservative rule. New textbooks will de-
cry governmental reform, protest, and “perverted 
political ideas,” while encouraging women to re-
main in their traditional roles. Not only are Iran’s 
leaders attempting to breed a generation that will 
cringe at the thought of revolution and innova-
tion, but they are effectively shaping a country of 
economic, social, and political stagnation.

This stagnation is avoidable, but the key to 
reversing it lies in the one place Iran’s ruling coali-
tion is hesitant to touch – women’s rights. Take 
Turkey as an example. Turkey is a keystone arche-
type for a few reasons: like Iran, it is a Middle 
Eastern country; like Iran, it has a conservative 
Islamic history; and, like Iran, it has an openly 
religious (Muslim) government. They diverge at 
a crucial point: while Turkey hit a productivity 
boom that continues steadily to this day, Iran’s 

economy relies mainly on the shaky foundation 
of oil. This unilateral economic basis is notorious 
for causing income mal-distribution and an un-
predictable future. This divergence in productivity 
is not due solely to the “natural resource curse” – it 
is also a fundamental effect of poorly distributed 
education.

While Iran’s experiment of liberating women 
and minorities during Pahlavi’s rule failed due to 
backlash against its forced implementation, Tur-
key’s liberation flourished beginning with Ataturk 
in the 1930s and progresses to this day. Turkey 
took major steps in forwarding nationwide edu-
cation, notably opening the doors for women. 
As they became more educated, women entered 
the workforce and consequently married at older 
ages, in turn lowering the birth rate. In the short-
run, benefits were evident as Turkey’s innovation 
catalyzed economic development and moved the 
country toward monetary security. As the econo-
my and population stabilized, productivity grew 
and investors flooded in. Innovation took hold as 
a result of improved education that encouraged fe-
male participation, productivity exploded because 
of the growing workforce, and the lower birthrate 
steadied employment competition. 

Iran’s conservative demagogue will not allow 
such growth. While oil now provides for indepen-
dence from other market productivity (and, con-
sequently, erases the need for educated females), 
the natural resource curse will one day topple this 
unilateral economy. If Iran remains oppressive on 
the issue of women’s education and employment, 
the country will have nothing once the interna-
tional community has divested from oil depen-
dence. For now, textbooks encouraging early mar-
riage are a way of preserving what Iran’s rulers see 
as a proper Islamic way of life and a stable political 
system. Give it a few years though, and women’s 
educational suppression will become explosive.
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Iranian women protesting the impositions of the Iranian 

Revolution, including forced veiling, loss of divorce 

rights, and being barred from certain occupations; 

1979. 



One year ago, international news outlets high-
lighted the uprisings in Egypt, Libya, and Syria. 
Bahrain was left out of the conversation despite 
increased violence between the Al Khalifa regime 
and pro-democracy protestors. Countries such as 
Kuwait have taken action by sending in troops to 
secure Bahrain’s maritime borders, but the US has 
continued to support the Bahrani regime. With 
the protests continuing to persist and America’s 
Middle Eastern policy in question, the Obama 
Administration should be looking to change its 
future policy in Bahrain.

The protests began in February 2011 with 
Sunni and Shia Muslims fighting against the gov-
ernment in the capital, Manama. In Bahrain, the 
Sunni minority primarily controls the Al Khalifa 
monarchy while the Shiite majority struggles to 
make ends meet. The monarchy has been criti-
cized for its use of tear gas and human rights 
abuses. According to human rights activists, 1,400 
people were imprisoned while 3,600 people lost 
their jobs. However, the opposition has not called 
for the end of the Al Khalifa regime, as Kenneth 
Katzman of the Congressional Research Service 
explains:

The initial demands of the protesters centered 
on altering the constitution to expand the 
powers of the COR; ending gerrymandering 
that prevents Shiites from winning a major-
ity in the COR; providing more jobs and 
economic opportunities; and, among some 
protesters, replacing hard-line Prime Minister 
Khalifa. These moves would, to the mostly 
Shiite demonstrators, end the sense that they 
are “second class citizens” or “not trusted” as 
Bahraini citizens.

Prime Minister Muhammad Mubarak Al 
Khalifa offered concessions to Bahranis. The re-
gime has said that it will limit the King’s ability to 
appoint members to the Shura Council (the upper 
house of Bahrain’s National Assembly), enhance 
the ability of the National Assembly to draft leg-
islation, and increase the power of the chair of the 
National Assembly. The opposition was strongly 
opposed to these amendments, as they would con-
cede to anything less than their demands. Despite 
strong opposition to these amendments, elections 
in late September 2011 were held, but largely un-
successful, as Bahraini protestors boycotted them. 

As a result, only a small proportion of the popula-
tion voted. 

Initially, the US has been reluctant to take a 
stand on Bahrain. The Obama Administration has 
issued criticisms of Bahrain’s actions, but there 
was any significant action taken. Throughout this 
conflict, the US has continued to support the re-
gime. According to a senior White House official, 
as of May 2012, the US has been selling the “most 
external security articles and services [to] the Bah-
raini Defense Force, Coast Guard, and National 
Guard.” Representatives of the Obama Adminis-
tration have repeated numerous times that they 
support the end of violence in Bahrain. Protestors 
have been frustrated by America’s continued sup-
port of the current regime. In fact, Bahrainis pro-
tested against US support in June.

In the coming months, the path that the 
Obama Administration has chosen to follow 
will not be adequate. As seen in recent months, 
Bahrainis are more resentful toward the US due 
to America’s contradictory policies in the Middle 
East. Bahrainis do not want to see an international 
coalition come in to restructure the country like 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. They just want to see 
smooth democratic change. 

First and foremost, the US needs to under-
stand that the protestors just want democratic 
change and human rights reform, not an overhaul 
of the entire political system like in Egypt and Syr-

ia. This simple change will make Bahrainis more 
supportive of the United States and prevent the 
country from collapsing. Even if the US maintains 
its policy, protestors may change their minds and 
promote the end of the Bahraini regime, which 
would be disastrous, as the entire region would be 
further engulfed in the chaos of the Arab Spring.

The US needs to make it clear to the Al Khalifa 
regime that their reaction to the protests has been 
unacceptable. Convincing Bahrain to reform its 
institutions may change public opinion toward 
the US, which may help our own cause in our 
endeavors in Afghanistan and Iraq. Furthermore, 
it would make US Middle Eastern policy more 
consistent with its stances in Syria, Egypt, Libya, 
and Tunisia. If the US continues to maintain this 
type of policy, people around the world, particu-
larly those in the Middle East, may become more 
receptive to the US and its policy.

Diplomats from both countries must open up 
a dialogue about movement toward a more demo-
cratic process. In addition to this, diplomats must 
work to marginalize the hardliners and expand the 
influence of moderates in the royal family. With 
many countries becoming more involved, such 
as Saudi Arabia, the US must act as a mediator 
between Bahrain and the interests of other coun-
tries. One way the US could accomplish this is 
by withdrawing all aid from Bahrain until it starts 
to move toward a democratic process. If Bahrain 
does not support serious democratic reform, they 
will lose its valuable support bases. In the long 
term, promoting democracy and political stability 
will benefit the US and the world economy.
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