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On the world “‘stage”, governments and their leaders receive top billing. They are the original cast 
of the global affairs show. The story of these states and their constant back-and-forth, however, 
has become commonplace. Yet recently, the narrative has begun to change. The lights have shifted 
from solely governments to new characters altering the scene. For every lead role, there exists a 
challenger. Likewise, for countries and the officials who represent them, these latest entertainers are 
not old state adversaries; in fact, these entities are not even states themselves. Enter the non-state 
actors, whose performers range from terrorist cells to rebels to neutral banks to intergovernmental 
establishments. The curtain has opened to these opponents who belong to no regimes, yet possess 
the power to contest them. 

The emergence of these players has introduced fresh turns to the typical plotlines of international 
relations. These “enemies of the state” have posed significant threats to the nations in which they 
operate, often laying waste to the countryside and the local population. The parts these non-state 
actors perform in their respective lands, and how governments can confront their test has been 
the focus of many articles. In Africa, Boko Haram’s onslaught on Nigerian sovereignty, as Mafeyi 
Ogundipe describes, can be crippled if the nation provides educational infrastructure and monetary 
support for the impoverished north. In the Americas, Colombian peace can be attained, according 
to Daniel Medendorp’s piece, with imprisonment of the FARC leadership, as well as investment 
and development of long-abandoned regions of the country. In the Middle East, the savage 
atrocities of ISIS warrants, for Brendan Failla, a cohesive Arab League response. Lastly in Asia, the 
Naxalite insurgency in India is reprimanded by Naveen Kakaraparthi, who calls for an effective, all-
out military offensive to eradicate their presence from the Red Corridor. 

Though frequently rivals to the governments, not all non-state actors intend to incur a detrimental 
effect. An increasingly crowded and interconnected world stage has necessitated the creation of 
transnational organizations to direct this complex dance. Daniel Hecker, for example, explains that 
the way the European Central Bank molds federal policy helps ensure regional financial success in 
a rapidly shifting intercontinental economy. On the other hand, Leslie Teng’s article notes that the 
International Criminal Courts lacks legitimacy, despite its self-proclaimed title and supposed best 
intentions as an “international” body of law.

ISIS, Boko Haram, Naxals, FARC, ECB, ICC, etc. The ever-mounting dramatis personae in the 
diplomatic theatre do not merely include the traditional state actors. Whether they function as 
heroes or villains, or carry positive or negative aims, the non-state actors will continue to occupy 
the limelight in the decades to come. In many respects, however, these antagonists have ironically 
caused regimes to improve. This twist can be best seen in the Middle East, where the impact of 
ISIS has united Coptic Christians and Muslims in Egypt, sparked retaliatory national identity and 
patriotism in Iraq, and brought Arab nations together to stem turmoil across the region. Perhaps 
these “enemies of the state” will prove to be the necessary ‘bad guys’ to catalyze positive change for 
governments everywhere. 
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Boko Haram’s onslaught on Nigerian sovereignty 
continues without indications of ceasing. Boko Haram 
in its most literal form translates into “fraud is forbid-
den.” However, most scholars of international affairs 
accept the rough transliteration as “Western education 
is forbidden.” Their occupation of the impoverished, 
northern, predominantly Muslim region of Nigeria 
and stringent dogma receives minimal support from 
both the Christians in the south, and Muslims in the 
north. Analysts believe anticipatory Western interven-
tion would elicit retaliatory conflict in their regions of 
operation, or further strengthen alliances with more 
radical organizations. No practical stratagem for West-
ern engagement presently exists, besides the gathering 
of intelligence, nor does an immediate threat to the 
domestic affairs of Western policy. In order to quell the 
impending siege on Nigerian and allied democracies, 
in the west and nearby, Nigeria – unless other nations 
receive sufficient provocation or Nigeria proves inca-
pable – must first provide educational infrastructure 
and financial support for the impoverished north, 
facilitating the crippling of Boko Haram insurgency.          

In April of 2014, Boko Haram, captured global 
attention. By kidnapping 276 female students from a 
primary school in northern Nigeria, they spawned the 
social media #BringBackOurGirls campaign. By Au-
gust of 2014, an estimated 650,000 civilians emigrated 
outside of the embattled area. Between July 2009 and 
June 2014 Boko Haram murdered more than 5,000 
civilians, natives and foreigners, with most operations 
localized in the countries of Cameroon and Nigeria. In 

January of 2015 Boko Haram waged the largest attack 
of their existence, killing 2,000 and displacing 30,000 
in the town of Baga. The organization’s tactics of in-
surgency employ the use of IEDs, suicide bombings, 
car bombs, kidnapping of soft targets, sexual assault, 
and various other methods of malicious intent. Boko 
Haram’s status as an emerging threat seems appar-
ent. Yet, they remain unchecked, as their numbers of 
membership continue on an upward trend, currently 
totaling around 9,000.

Under the tutelage of corrupt leaders and dispro-
portionate investment favoring the south, Nigeria’s 
northern region has become a hotbed of festering 
extremism. Of the northern states, distinguished by 
their enforcement of Sharia law, only 16 percent have 
a GDP amounting to at least 10 billion USD, com-
pared to the south, where more than a 30 percent of 
its states’ GDPs surpass the same amount. Adding to 
the mix, unemployment figures for youths between 
15 and 19 being 35 percent and the ages of 20-24 be-
ing 40 percent – some of whom have graduated from 
secondary school – it comes as no surprise that youths, 
especially in northern states, are frustrated with their 
position in society. Of further concern are unregulated 
educational conditions, which often lead to the glo-
rification of religious violence. This all contributes to 
limited social mobility and unfavorable perceptions 
of the government. Although not many Muslims in 
Nigeria, or elsewhere for that matter, support the ide-
ologies of Boko Haram, the organization seems to 
easily captivate the attention of youths subscribing 
to fables of untold wealth.

Nigeria does provide an outlet for the education 
of impoverished Muslim children in the northern 
region. This system, referred to as the almajiri sys-
tem, once revered, now encourages the exploitation 
of young children. The word “almajiri” alludes to an 
Islamic tradition of nomadically searching for knowl-
edge. Parents enroll their children in cheap boarding 
schools where the children travel around the northern 
region and supposedly learn from Koranic teachers, 
uprooting and severing all familial ties. The mallams, 
or teachers, become surrogate parents and, instead of 
teaching the children, they use the children as extrem-
ist foot soldiers, beggars, and trafficking victims. An es-
timated 8-10 million children attend these schools and 
60 percent never return home. In the past such schools 
produced the region’s religious, political, and scho-

lastic leaders, but colonization by the British marked 
the end of the system’s prosperity. The British closed 
most of the schools and the holdouts, left unregulated, 
experienced radicalization. Considering all this, Boko 
Haram stands to benefit and does benefit immensely 
from this system. Assuming the Nigerian Govern-
ment begins investing more resources into the north 
and regulating education, Boko Haram’s numbers 
would experience a steep decline. UNESCO and the 
Tony Blair Foundation have inferred that education 
and extremism have an insidious inverse relationship. 
Nigeria, as Africa’s largest economy, possesses the re-
sources necessary for education but perhaps does not 
envision the potential of the northern region. 

This conflict arouses criticisms contending that Ni-
geria should request more assistance from the United 
States. Thus far, the United States has condemned 
and erected sanctions against Boko Haram. They also 
vowed an increase in the effort of procuring intelli-
gence of the organization’s operations. Additionally, 
the United States currently trains African militaries in 
strategic and civilian defense through the US-piloted 
Security Governance Initiative and has devoted 150 
million dollars to solving Nigeria’s northern education 
problem. Many pundits suggest that the United States 
should deploy Special Forces to exterminate the threat. 
Pundits assert that such strategies worked in the past 
with other extremist groups and that Boko Haram 
represents an immediate threat to Western interests. 
This whole effort seems absurd, as too many nations 
rely on western support and its consistent meddling 
in foreign affairs brings to mind images reminiscent 
of imperialism. Nigeria must develop more fortitude 
in domestic affairs, by settling their long censured 
corruption issues. Otherwise the nation may never 
achieve a constituent-approved government, as many 
citizens already doubt its efficacy and exercise some 
level of skepticism of Western interest in the country.

The Boko Haram threat, by many estimations, 
represents Nigeria’s most pressing concern as of late. 
For too long the northern region has stewed in its 
government-inflicted state of impoverished turmoil. 
Tenets of radicalism have leapt up from this muddled 
and long neglected pot of attrition. Nigeria’s long his-
tory of corruption must atone for its sins and finally 
rewrite the books in favor of prosperity. As the next 
generation arises using the pen and paper, they must 
stomp the Boko threat, all while doing it by the books.

By the Books: 
Quelling Nigeria’s Impending Siege
— Mafeyi Ogundipe

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

A library in Kano, a city in Northern Nigeria afflicted by 

Boko Haram attacks.
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The first thing that comes to mind when one 
hears the name Cecil B. Rhodes is most likely the 
prestigious Cecil B. Rhodes Scholarship, which 
provides a full scholarship to international students 
to study at the University of Oxford. What might 
not come to mind is the man himself, the founder 
of the DeBeers diamond company, the namesake 
of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe,) and the imperialist 
extraordinaire who as the Prime Minister of South 
Africa imposed racist laws that were forerunners to 
the official policy of Apartheid. However, this scar-
ring legacy is what comes to mind for countless stu-
dents at the University of Cape Town when they see 
the statue of Cecil B. Rhodes placed prominently 
on their campus. What began with a student throw-
ing a bucket of excrement at the statue has become 
a full-fledged student movement, calling not only 
for the removal of the statue, but also for their uni-
versity to become more diverse and socially aware. 
In a country still pained by the injustices of a long 
colonial history which led to the equally painful 
system of Apartheid, the University of Cape Town 
must listen to the calls of its students to remove the 
statue and work with them to create real change. 

Students marched on Friday, March 20, 2015 
many with signs or tape covering their mouths, 
bearing the slogans of the movement, such as the 
trending Twitter hashtag, #RhodesMustFall. They 
march for the removal of the statue, but they know 
the issue is much larger than this one cause. They 
cite a lack of diversity at the university. In a coun-
try that is almost 80 percent black, the University 
boasts only five full-time black professors out of 
about 200 — none of whom are black females. 
They also criticize the lack of diversity in the cur-
riculum and the university’s “Eurocentric” atti-
tude towards education. The student who began 
the fervor by throwing the bucket of excrement, 
Chumani Maxwele, says that the statue stands as a 
symbol of both white racism and institutional rac-
ism. He believes that the statue must be removed in 
order for South Africa to re-imagine itself and that 
Apartheid symbols like the statue remain prevalent 
reminders of a dark past. 

The university’s vice-chancellor, Max Price, has 
said that he is in favor of moving the statue to a 
less prominent place on campus, but no official 
decisions have been made as of yet. There will be 

a meeting of the University Council on April 15, 
2015 to make an official decisions on the fate of 
the statue. The Minister of Higher Education in 
South Africa, Blade Nzimande, released an official 
statement on March 19, the day before the march, 
supporting the efforts being made by the students. 
He supported the view that these protests must look 
beyond just the removal of the statue saying, “[I]t is 
important for higher education institutions to note 
that transformation goes far beyond this. It should 
include changing the demographic composition 
of staff and student bodies as well as ensuring that 
curriculum reflects South Africa’s development and 
cultural needs.” Open dialogue between the uni-
versity and its students is sorely needed, especially 
in a nation where there has not been a significant 
dialogue addressing racial tensions post-Apartheid. 
The students have real concerns about not only their 
education, but also the direction in which South 
Africa is heading. They seek a voice and a real role 
in what they see as a necessary reformation of their 
country. It is important that action is taken in re-
gards to the statue, but this cannot be the culmi-
nation of the protests and the student’s concerns. 

Some Internet columns responding to #Rhodes-
MustFall on Twitter argue that the students’ call for 
the removal of the statue is trivial and seeks to erase 
history. The university exists on a land grant from 
Rhodes, and they say that in South Africa there is 
no escaping reminders of its colonial past, which 
includes street names, city names and monuments 
that commemorate racist colonialists. This, how-
ever, is a damaging point of view, as it ignores the 
real significance of the movement and the real im-
pacts that symbols have on society, and advocates 
inaction on the part of a generation inspired to fight 
injustice. The legacy of Cecil B. Rhodes has been 
complicated by his monetary support of education 
both in and outside of Africa. However, as Adekeye 
Adebajo, a former Rhodes Scholarship recipient 
from Nigeria eloquently states, “This wealth was 
stolen from Africa when Rhodes plundered the 
continent, so I felt absolutely no guilt about using 
the money to criticize what he stood for.”

The student protests at the University of Cape 
Town surrounding the statue have created a real 
opportunity for long silenced dialogue and for real 
change to be effected both at universities through-
out South Africa, and also in the country as a whole. 
This is a critical moment and the administration of 
the university must now be a part of the solution, 
and not create roadblocks for the students who seek 
this change. Though it appears the university will 
not destroy the statue as many protesters want, and 
will instead move it, this is still an important step 
to show the university’s willingness to listen to the 
voices of its students and to participate in the re-
claiming of South Africa from the racism that has 
dominated its history. 

Cecil B. Rhodes:
A Symbol of Education or of Oppression?
— Emma Stout
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Cecil Rhodes as a representation of European 

colonization of Africa. 
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Yet another Islamic terrorist group, Al-Shabaab, 
is forging its way to the forefront of the growing 
number of international terrorist groups. This 
group, formed in Somalia during the early 2000s, 
is making international headlines for their violent 
threats of attack against both North America and 
the United Kingdom. Like many other terrorist 
organizations, the group developed amid poverty 
and civil strife, thriving on radical Islamic ideology. 
The group originally focused efforts on expunging 
Ethiopian Christian “infidels” occupying the south-
ern part of Somalia and further implementing and 
enforcing conservative Sunni beliefs and Sharia law. 
It appears that the group’s original nationalistic goal 
to create a fundamentalist Islamic state in Somalia 
has morphed into an agenda for the recognition of 
the group’s growing power and presence, in turn 
prompting new and well-founded international 
security concerns. 

Al-Shabaab has long established their presence 
and ability to use violence as a method of commu-
nicating their radical religious ideology. Domestic 
conflict intensified in their homeland after the ter-
rorist organization forcibly took hold of Somalia’s 
capital, Mogadishu, in 2006. Members attempted 
to rid the capital area of moderate Muslims while 
establishing strict Sharia law. The onset of religious 
violence fueled concerns in neighboring countries, 
leading to the Ethiopian military taking “preven-
tive” action by invading the southern part of the 
country in an effort to drive the militant group 
from power in the name of international security. 
This action ignited and integrated group leadership, 
transforming the terrorist group into a more uni-
fied national force. Leaders used this invasion as a 
way of garnering necessary national financial sup-
port from civilians under the guise of nationalism 
in an effort to defeat the infidel invaders. 

In 2010, the group’s dual bombings in Uganda 
marked a significant shift, highlighting their trans-
national terrorist abilities. The attacks, claimed by 
Al-Shabaab militants, were a violent response to 
Ugandan forces in Somalia supporting the central 
state government. Militant leaders were pleased 
with the results of the bombings, claiming that they 
had taken the lives of many infidels in a country 
that was supposedly known to be against Muslim 
principles. Similar attacks were launched by the 

group in 2013 at the Westgate shopping mall in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Once again, the group claimed 
responsibility for the attack, also claiming retribu-
tion for the presence of Kenyan forces in Somalia. 
These attacks demonstrate Al-Shabaab’s willingness 
to use violent force against anyone threatening their 
power or ideology.

Initially, Al-Shabaab claimed that these attacks 
were in the name of religion, yet the common char-
acteristic shared among these attacks is that they 
were carried out against groups that threatened 
Al-Shabaab’s power in the regions they occupy. As 
more African nations became concerned with the 
growing power of the group, they began to take 
action against the group in their home base of So-
malia. Al-Shabaab’s recent attacks appear primarily 
to be a defensive move of power protection rather 
than religious conquest.

As Al-Shabaab’s attacks and threats have ex-
panded internationally, it is important to analyze 
the motivation behind these actions, as well as to 
identify their reach. With the global sphere rife with 
a myriad of Islamic terrorist groups, it is necessary 
to ascertain whether this is simply another vocifer-
ous radical group seeking attention or a true inter-
national risk. Considering their intent to establish a 
national Islamic state in Somali, their international 
violence seems to misalign with their original mis-
sion. With other internationally recognized militant 

terrorist groups such as ISIS and Boko Haram, Al-
Shabaab might be trying to create a more recogniz-
able name in an attempt to garner further support 
from wealthy Al-Qaeda backers. Since pledging 
allegiance to Al-Qaeda in 2008, Al-Shabaab has 
been given substantial financial funding. 

According to analysts, threats of attack on parts 
of the Western Hemisphere may appear dismissible 
for the time being, but Al-Shabaab has established 
that they are not reluctant to use violent methods 
to communicate their extremist beliefs as evidenced 
in the attacks within Kenya, Uganda, and Ethiopia. 
Their international presence is known and grow-
ing; it is just a matter of how far they will be able 
to expand until they are stopped. If they continue 
to develop their image as an international jihad-
ist organization and continue to garner funding, 
transnational threats will become increasingly legiti-
mized regardless of the group’s original nationalistic 
intentions. Some analysts claim that the group will 
fail to garner enough legitimacy to become a true 
international threat due to their original national-
istic goals. They claim that there is no imminent 
Western threat due to the lack of Western recruits 
to the group. These analysts fail to take into ac-
count the group’s shifting goals as they broaden 
the scope of their actions and influence. By align-
ing themselves with Al-Qaeda, they are publicly 
affirming their support for the implementation of 
international “Islamic states.”    

More urgent matters lie in the group’s regional 
terrorism and threaten the lives of any individu-
al with conflicting beliefs. The group’s activities 
lacked Western media coverage until their threats 
became legitimate for Western nations. However, 
the violence they employ is consistent throughout 
the Horn of Africa. While the group gains media 
traction and possible funding from other terrorist 
organizations, their international abilities to launch 
attacks will continue to increase, legitimizing them 
as a greater international threat. 

Al-Shabaab Gaining Traction in Militant 
Talent Show
— Caitlin Thomas
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Smoke rises from the Westgate Shopping Mall during 

the 2013 attack.
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For years, the governments of Mozambique, Ethi-
opia, and Kenya have signed away land to foreign in-
vestors for the purpose of cultivating mass amounts 
of food, biofuel, and other agricultural products for 
exportation. A recent report has brought to light the 
extent of land leases specifically in Mozambique, 
however, and it highlights a problem that needs ad-
dressing: coercive land grabs by the Mozambique 
government. Mozambique’s National Peasants Union 
reports that the country has signed at least 35 long-
term land leases over the span of about 10 years. The 
criticism of these leases lies in their attempt to strong-
arm Mozambique farmers into giving up land because 
of these joint ventures between government officials 
and foreign investors. Taking into consideration the 
coercive means by which the Mozambique govern-
ment has managed to attain land while leaving local 
farmers without a replacement sustainable source of 
income or initial compensation, it is evident that 
definitive action must be finally taken. The United 
Nations, African Development Bank, and other inter-
national and regional organizations must firmly place 
pressure on the Mozambique government to either 
provide compensation to farmers who live on leased 
land for its use in addition to accommodating their 
relocation, or actively encourage increased interaction 
between residents and the local government officials 
brokering the deals to ensure that no one is misled or 
not considered when allocating land for foreign use.

Due to the nature of Mozambique law, all land is 
owned and controlled by the state. People can apply 
for the right to use the land, but do not legally own 
it. Because land cannot be sold (as per the Mozam-
bique constitution,) the government relies on long-
term leases to grant investors the opportunity to use 
farmland to create products that will be exported 
to other countries. And with no explicit ownership 
existing for the people living on these lands, there is 
nothing hindering their forced removal from their 
homes at the mercy of the government and investors 
who broker the land-lease deal. 

João Palate, a spokesperson for the National Peas-
ants Union, was quoted during an interview in 2013, 
“We have cases like the one in Niassa Province, where 
around four entire districts were leased to Chikweti 
Forests, a company engaging in commercial forest 
plantations, expelling thousands of smallholders who 
had been there for many generations.” In some in-

stances, smallholders were promised new land to work 
on and compensation for the use of their land, but 
those promises are rarely, if ever, fulfilled by the gov-
ernment to their full extent, with farmers often only 
receiving a fraction of the promised compensation and 
no new land to work on. History has shown that the 
Mozambique government does not follow through 
with assisting smallholders who were expelled from 
their homes, which illustrates the key harm in these 
foreign land-lease deals that needs to be addressed by 
international organizations. A similar song is sung in 
Ethiopia, where the Human Rights Watch reported 
that in 2010 the Ethiopian government scheduled to 
forcibly relocate some 70,000 indigenous people to 
new villages that lacked “adequate food, farmland, 
healthcare, and educational facilities.” Security forces 
were furthermore reported to have threatened, as-
saulted, and arrested those who refuse relocation. By 
2013, the Ethiopian government is approximated to 
have resettled 1.5 million people, many of whom will 
not receive compensation for their move.

In countries where the majority of people live 
in rural areas where agriculture is the main income 
source, forced land grabs are very harmful to the qual-
ity of life. The agricultural products being produced 
on these lands do not even go to the people who 
were forced to relocate, or to anyone in the country 
for that matter; the land is used almost explicitly for 
the export of goods to other countries, with the only 
local benefit going towards the governments that sign 
the long-term leases. But with those governments 
historically refusing to help those who are forced to 
relocate, it begs the question of how the United Na-
tions and African Development Bank can justify not 
firmly acting out against these business deals when 
there is clear evidence that renting out land to foreign 
investors only hurts local communities. 

The ideal solution would be to push for greater 
involvement of local farmers in the deals being bro-
kered, creating a symbiosis by which everyone would 
benefit from the venture. Providing compensation 
and relocation assistance to the previous tenants of 
the leased land would increase the trust in and le-

gitimacy of the local government and the countries 
receiving land while ensuring that farmers are not 
strong-armed into leaving behind their main source 
of income with no benefit to them. An even better 
solution would be to provide for integration of the 
local communities into the lease agreement so that 
investors could work with people who have experi-
ence with the land being leased to them. The land 
would yield greater results and thus be more valu-
able to foreign investors, meaning governments in 
countries like Mozambique could negotiate higher 
prices on land leases and generate more money that 
could go towards helping the Mozambique people. 
At the same time, investors would ensure the most 
efficient use of their money and local farmers would 
benefit from increased work on the land they occupy 
without being forced to relocate.

In its current state, land leases are more bane 
than boon, pushing local farmers in already impover-
ished areas out of their main sources of income while 
encouraging investment with foreign actors rather 
than local communities. The Mozambique govern-
ment does turn a profit from these deals, but at the 
expense of not providing for the citizens who were 
coerced from their land in order to make the deal a 
reality, the benefit of these ventures is squandered. 
Focused pressure by international organizations and 
the international community at large would facilitate 
scenarios by which leasing land to foreign investors 
actually becomes a fair investment for the Mozam-
bique government and Mozambique citizens. Farm-
ers have lived off the land for generations; children 
take up the family work and continue the cycle of 
agricultural production for years. Forced land grabs 
are not just the destruction of a source of income, 
but the destruction of a lifestyle. Foreign investment 
can be good, providing revenue for renting out land, 
but it must not be done so at the expense of the com-
munities that have resided there for decades. 

Mozam-blique
- Dylan Warner

With no explicit ownership existing for the people living on 
these lands, there is nothing hindering their forced removal 
from their homes at the mercy of the government.”
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The following accompanies an interview with Chigozie 
Obioma conducted by Mafeyi Ogundipe on Febru-
ary 13, 2015. Full audio of the interview can be found 
online at um-mjia.com.

Chigozie Obioma ventures out towards the 
abysmal depths of his mind in search of the catch 
of a lifetime. As he reels in the catch on the dock 
and awaits the moment for beholding it amongst 
his various supporters and contemporaries, some-
thing very peculiar about the catch itself manifests. 
It does not appear to be a fish at all, not even slightly 
similar, but a rectangular mass of crisp pages, bound 
tightly with threads soaked in adolescence, frater-
nal rifts, and feelings of grim acquiescence. Etched 
across the face of the enigmatic heap, are images of 
small fishhooks and the bold lettering, seizing its 
place in history, The Fishermen.

As Obioma awaits the spectacle of his big catch 
– his first catch, a novel – he converses with the 
world about the past leading up to this moment, 
the state of Nigeria, his native country and setting 
of his book, and exactly what this novel means for 
himself and the future of African literature. African 
literature receives much neglect in terms of support 
and attention. Chigozie believes the production of 
African literature suffers from a society emphasiz-
ing material goods and class dynamics, instead of 
a thirst for true knowledge. As his whole environ-
ment embarks upon stifling his creative ambitions, 
Obioma boldly expresses his defiance in black ink.

Chigozie speaks of how his father and grand-
mother once spurred his curiosity for storytelling 
by recounting acclaimed tales such as Things Fall 
Apart by Achebe, disguised as brief anecdotes. Not 
an uncommon introduction to literature, but Ch-
igozie says his own personal adventure with the 
reading and writing of books began around the 
age of eight, when he fell ill and was admitted to a 
hospital in Nigeria. Chigozie’s father would walk in 
as he lay on the hospital bed, helpless yet thirsting 
for his next story. His father whetted his appetite 
for fiction by supplying him with more and more 
tales. One day Chigozie returned from the hospi-
tal, awaiting his father’s own return from work. 
His father trudged through the door tired and ex-
hausted from his day and Chigozie cried out for 
more stories. His father’s response was to “go and 

read them yourself!” and Chigozie walked right up 
to his father’s bookshelf and grabbed The Palm-
Wine Drinkard, the first African novel published 
in English across continents other than Africa. It 
must have been destiny, for with this book he com-
menced his journey into the world of fiction. His 
teachers, peers and even family members would 
discourage him from his aspirations of becoming 
a writer. Their main grievance: “It does not make 
money,” his response: indifference, stay the course.

As a writer, Obioma wields an immense amount 
of power in authoring the narratives which proceed 
to frame the historical context of our time and 
periods prior. Chigozie’s novel even comments on 
the current state of Nigeria and its past relations, 
operating through an elaborate allegory of sorts. 
Though one should actually read The Fishermen 
for comprehending the full relationship between 
the novel’s plot and Nigerian politics, in summary 
it alludes to the far-reaching effects of colonialism 
and how tribal identities hinder the progression of 
Nigeria as a collection of diverse states. One shock-
ing yet understandable assertion by Obioma was his 
statement claiming Nigeria is a failed state. He be-
lieves the states of Nigeria must break apart for the 
sake of all citizens. Chigozie contends Nigeria’s large 
population and cultural divides cause the country 
to suffer from a lack of national identity. As for his 
thoughts on the concurrent peril of Boko Haram, 

he assures that their presence will decrease as the 
African Union and perhaps other nations assist in 
quashing the insurgence – cautioning, however, that 
just because the threat may decline in upcoming 
years and months does not rebut the possibility of 
future resurgence.  

 Chigozie comprehends the state of Nigerian 
people more than most Nigerian politicians. The 
penchant of writers for understanding the minds 
of their contemporaries is unrivaled. Nobel Prize 
Nominee for Literature Nurrudin Farah provides a 
vote of confidence for Obioma in insisting that he 
stands to lead the next generation of young African 
voices. Since writers seem so crucial to shaping the 
social climate, Africa must produce more voices. 
According to Chigozie, great literature stems from 
deep anger. Whether Achebe’s desperate longing for 
Africa’s respect internationally or Soyinka’s desire 
for the truth, literature articulates the ramblings of 
a people unheard. Some of the emerging Nigerian 
writers that Obioma deems noteworthy include 
Chimamanda Adichie, Okey Ndibe and Tope Fo-
larin. However, he maintains that there are many 
other voices arising in other parts of Africa as well.

As Obioma’s supporters await the revelation of 
his catch, good tidings and well wishes emanate 
from all around. Obioma is projected to become a 
bestseller in Germany, fare quite well in the United 
States, and achieve similar numbers in other coun-
tries. Only time can tell the future of this promis-
ing young writer as he, his Fishermen, and African 
contemporaries haul in the beginning of a new age. 
An age in which African literature receives the ven-
eration it deserves. The Fisherman releases in the 
United States on April 14th. For your sake, please 
do not miss it.    

Upon the Wharf: 
Awaiting The Fishermen with Chigozie Obioma
- Mafeyi Ogundipe
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Chigozie Obioma at a book signing in Munich. 
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In January 2015, Dominic Ongwen made his 
first appearance before the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) to face charges of murder and enslave-
ment. Ongwen, described by the New York Times 
as a “marauding killer,” was once the leader of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) before American Spe-
cial Forces detained him in Uganda. Human rights 
activists have described Ongwen’s capture as a blow to 
Joseph Kony, leader of the LRA and a wanted crimi-
nal who remains at large. While these developments 
may improve the image and reputation of the ICC 
on the international stage, such an improvement is 
merely superficial. Rather than a leader in the pursuit 
of global justice and retribution, the ICC lacks true 
legitimacy and does not live up to its self-proclaimed 
title as an “international” court. 

The International Criminal Court sits in The 
Hague in the Netherlands, but is not a part of the 
United Nations system. The Court has the jurisdic-
tion to try cases of international crimes for genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 123 nations 
form the ICC, each adhering to the Rome Statute, 
the treaty that established the Court. 

The upcoming trial of Dominic Ongwen appears 
to be a positive step for the ICC. The Court recent-
ly faced backlash and humiliation when prosecu-
tors were forced to drop all charges against Kenyan 
president Uhuru Kenyatta due to lack of evidence. 
Kenyatta was the first head of state to face charges at 
The Hague, thus making him in many ways a sym-
bol of the Court’s power and potential. The crum-
bling of his trial only served to shatter that image of 
strength. On the other hand, the botched Kenyatta 
trial brought another issue to the fore: that of selec-
tive ICC prosecution. 

Since the beginning of its operations in 2002, the 
ICC has opened nine official investigations, all of 
which have focused on African nations. During the 
Kenyatta investigation, the evidence used to bolster 
the prosecution was tenuous and not authenticated. 
The accusations came from only one source, and the 
complainant against Kenyatta was shown to have 
ties to Kenyatta’s strongest political opponent, Raila 
Odinga; furthermore, the ICC did not independently 
verify those claims. Such slipshod investigation should 
rarely -- if ever -- serve as the basis and entirety of a 
trial. The fact that it was applied to yet another trial 
of an African leader is a grave detriment of the Court. 

One cannot deny that there are indeed humani-
tarian crises and crimes that take place in Africa. 
However, it would be naive to argue that there are 
enough to merit 100 percent of the investigations 
the ICC has thus far conducted. Even the ICC in-
dictments, which have been against individuals not 
brought to trial, such as Mr. Kony, have all been for 
African individuals. The lack of distribution of at-
tention across all areas of the world lends credence 
to one of the most common criticisms of the Court: 
that of imperialism. 

Many have accused the International Criminal 
Court of European bias against Africa, and the Court 
has developed an image of becoming an imperialist 
tool, handled by the European imperialist powers, 
such as the United Kingdom. Its patterns of indict-
ment and investigation support that reputation. De-
fenders of the ICC rebut such claims by arguing that 
these individual indictments were issued for criminals 
with a chance of being brought to trial; this claim fails 
to remain viable after the ICC issued an indictment 
for Mr. Kony. Other legal scholars say that the Court 
was meant to hold heads of state responsible, ensuring 
that they cannot impose arbitrary rules and punish-
ments on their people. Again, this defense fails to hold 
water. President Bashar al-Assad has wreaked havoc 
on Syria and its people, and there is much stronger 
evidence of his actions than the evidence that formed 

the basis of the Kenyatta indictment. President Assad’s 
chances of capture and trial are as elusive as Mr. Ko-
ny’s, and the former is a political leader -- the stated 
target of ICC scrutiny. Despite these “attributes,” he 
has thus far eluded ICC sanctions. In fact, almost the 
entire world has escaped ICC sanctions. 

The International Criminal Court was borne 
out of a goal of responsibility to the people of the 
world. Indeed, the creation of the Court was a big 
step towards that goal. However, the selective use of 
the Court’s powers is a detriment to its duties and 
potential. In order to live up to its name and capac-
ity, the ICC must extend its powers to other targets 
beyond Africa. Furthermore, to truly demonstrate a 
fair Court, the ICC’s future indictments, for Africa 
or beyond, must be based on more solid evidence 
and not merely be actions for publicity. 

The new case centered on Dominic Ongwen is 
a worthy case for the ICC; it is about bringing to 
justice a man who killed many people and made 
others suffer; it is about a man who has broken laws 
of humanity and morality, by worsening and taking 
away life. The fact that the subject is another man 
from Africa does not and should not take away from 
the importance of the case. However, it should serve 
as a reminder to the ICC that injustices in the world 
come from all continents and countries.

A Plague in The Hague 
- Leslie Teng
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The International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands. 
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Boko Haram is a threat to regional stability in the 
heart of Africa. Based along Nigeria’s northeastern 
border, this Islamic militant group is responsible for 
more bombings, kidnappings, rapes, and killings than 
any other military force in Africa. With a death toll 
of over 10,000 men, women, and children last year 
alone, their war on the Nigerian government is cur-
rently the 4th largest war in the world. Furthermore, 
Boko Haram routinely turns back any military force 
sent to take it out and launches retaliatory raids into 
peaceful villages nearly unopposed, showing that a 
solution to this conflict is nowhere in sight. A Nige-
rian victory will therefore take a massive amount of 
time, soldiers, and money. Boko Haram’s destruction 
will require high levels of combat discipline, reforms 
to make the Nigerian government more appealing 
to minority groups, and the execution of a full scale 
counterinsurgency campaign, all of which Nigeria has 
failed to accomplish so far.

Boko Haram draws its support from Nigeria’s 
Kanuri ethnic group and thus bases itself in the areas 
in which Kanuris are the majority. These areas are 
in the northeast of Nigeria, centralized in the three 
major cities of Kano, Maiduguri, and Chibok. The 
populations of these cities have been in a state of semi-
rebellion since the British took control of the region 
in 1903 and Boko Haram is simply the latest group to 
take up the mantle of fighting Western influence. The 
Kanuri people are thus sympathetic to Boko Haram’s 
goals, which revolve around a strict interpretation of 
Islam that calls for the end of the “non-believer govern-
ment” of Nigeria. This disagreement with the Nigerian 
government over Western influence is shown in the 
name “Boko Haram” itself, which roughly translates 
from Arabic and Hausa as “Western education is sin.” 

The government of Nigeria has been fighting 
Boko Haram since the Islamic militant group offi-
cially declared its intent to establish an Islamic State 
in 2009. Initial Nigerian operations involved shoot-
outs in Maiduguri that killed several hundred Boko 
Haram supporters, which strengthened the resolve of 
the group’s survivors due to a large number of civil-
ian deaths. Nigerian security forces continued their 
offensives, which led to the capture and execution of 
the group’s first leader, the Muslim cleric Mohammed 
Yusuf. The subsequent display of his body on state tele-
vision caused Nigerian forces to declare Boko Haram 
finished. But when Abubakar Shekau took the helm 

of the group and stepped up attacks in 2013, Nige-
ria proved unprepared. Nigeria was forced to declare 
a state of emergency and request support from its 
neighboring countries of Niger, Chad, and Cameroon. 
These countries mobilized several thousand soldiers to 
help combat Boko Haram alongside Nigerian forces, 
but none have made any decisive progress. 

There is no single key to beating an insurgency, 
but several distinct tactics can lower the insurgency’s 
support base to the point of collapse, resulting in a 
state victory. At the heart of modern counterinsur-
gency doctrine is winning the support of the local 
population. Although “winning hearts and minds” 
may seem like an antiquated phrase, it is the best way 
to rob an insurgency of its support. If the population 
ceases to provide insurgents with food, money, and 
shelter, the insurgency becomes substantially weaker. 
So far in the war, Nigeria has engaged Boko Haram 
soldiers in conventional combat as if it is fighting 
another country. But as the wars in Vietnam, Af-
ghanistan, and Iraq have shown, body counts do not 
win counterinsurgency campaigns. In each of these 
wars, American forces had to abandon this mindset 
and instead focus on winning over the local popula-
tion. If Nigeria wants to undermine Boko Haram, 
it too will need to abandon current tactics. In order 
to win the war, Nigeria must first win the support of 
the Kanuris. This could be accomplished by making 
the government more inclusive to ethnic minorities, 
as it is clear that the Kanuris will continue to cause 
problems for Nigeria unless their demands are at least 
partially met because this is exactly what the Kanuris 
have been doing for the last 100 years.

Counterinsurgency hinges on the support of local 
populations, so it follows that soldiers carrying out 
ground operations must treat civilians with respect 
and dignity. But Nigeria has a problem: its soldiers are 
notoriously undisciplined. In some parts of Nigeria, 
torture, rape, and extrajudicial killings are just as likely 
to be perpetrated by Nigerian security forces as they are 

by Boko Haram. If Nigeria has any hope of winning 
over the Kanuris, it needs to get its men under control. 
Nigeria’s best chance of doing this is to hold its offi-
cer corps accountable for the actions of their men. In 
modern Western countries, military officers are trained 
to maintain strict discipline among their subordinates 
because the actions of soldiers are held accountable to 
their commanding officers. In the aftermath of the 
infamous Abu Ghraib torture case, several high rank-
ing American officers lost their jobs because of the 
actions of a few enlisted soldiers. This may seem like 
punishment for the wrong people, but this encourages 
officers to keep strict order among their subordinates. 
In Nigeria, this accountability simply does not exist. 
If Nigeria were to hold its officer corps more respon-
sible for the army’s actions, it would be able to keep 
its soldiers from further alienating the Kanuri people 
and thus be able to eliminate Boko Haram’s support.

Opponents of these types of counterinsurgency 
tactics within the Nigerian army argue that Boko 
Haram is just a small group that can be crushed by 
force alone. However, continuing this current strategy 
is not only ineffective, but also has the potential to 
make the conflict worse by stirring ethnic tension. If 
the Nigerian army continues to murder and alienate 
the Kanuris because they associate them with Boko 
Haram, eventually even the moderate Kanuris may 
look to Boko Haram as a legitimate source of protec-
tion from the state. If this were to happen, there could 
be a significant escalation in the conflict, just as ten-
sions from the Rwandan Civil War escalated into the 
Rwandan Genocide in 1994. The risk of ethnic po-
larization metastasizing itself in northeastern Nigeria 
is significantly higher if the Nigerian Security Forces 
continue to callously alienate the Kanuris. 

Nigeria has failed to perform an adequate coun-
terinsurgency campaign against Boko Haram. The 
intervention of its neighboring countries may help in 
the short term, but Nigeria needs to take steps to en-
sure that Boko Haram’s support base is destroyed if it 
ever wants permanent stability. If Nigeria fails to do so, 
the country’s northeastern areas will continue to rebel 
against the state just as they have for the past 100 years. 
Furthermore, if the Nigerian Security Forces continue 
to use their current heavy-handed approach in dealing 
with Boko Haram, the conflict could become polar-
ized along ethnic lines, escalate even further, and spiral 
into yet another endless African ethnic war.

So You Want to Destroy Boko Haram?
- Graham Steffens

Although ‘winning hearts 
and minds’ may seem like 
an antiquated phrase, it is 
the best way to rob an in-
surgency of its support.”
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When people think about Rwanda, the image 
that is conjured typically includes human fatality, 
non-interventionist Western policies, and UN im-
potency (or incompetency.)  But the perception of 
Rwanda – predominately consumed by the 1994 
Genocide – has shifted considerably. In the last 
decade, Rwanda has benefited from huge economic 
and technological strides, strengthening its GDP 
per capita. Yet, with all the financial success, op-
pression still lingers. Journalists and oppositional 
groups are often imprisoned, exiled or killed. In the 
same breath, many citizens are happy just to see the 
beginnings of economic prosperity and social stabil-
ity. The odd complexity of injustice and economic 
vitality urges one to believe that Rwanda’s success 
would not arise without the obstruction of social 
freedoms. It seems implausible that capital would 
flow through the financial centers of Rwanda with 
such ease if tensions of the past were not erased. 
But as far as economic scholars are concerned, a 
yearning for democracy lingers beneath unprec-
edented growth. That is to say, if social reforms 
are not implemented from the top-down – freeing 
journalists, opposition parties, and average citizens 
by permitting basic civil liberties – democracy will 
invariably ensue from the bottom-up, risking the 
undoing of the country’s economic growth. The 
average citizen will no longer tolerate a state of 
oppression.

In the early 2000’s Rwanda’s economy began to 
takeoff. Due to the utilization of natural resources, 
institution of small-scale manufacturing, develop-
ment of roads, and an increase in trade, Rwanda 
has seen its GDP rise 11.2 percent in 2008 and 4.5 
percent in 2010. These numbers are especially im-
pressive considering the global financial crisis dur-
ing the same time period. Today, Kigali (the capital 
and largest city of Rwanda) is emerging as a hub of 
technology. With governmental implementation of 
1,430 miles worth of new fiber-optic cables, internet 
has become faster at a lower cost, allowing all sec-
tors of the economy (from transportation to health 
care and entrepreneurship) to speed up. Leaders 
around the world and international organizations 
have begun to recognize Rwanda’s advancements. 
Global investment has increased as the World Bank 
recently determined Rwanda the 3rd most competi-
tive country to conduct business in Africa. 

  Yet, as noted by foreign journalists, the small 
central African country is no stranger to corrup-
tion. President Paul Kagame also did little to pre-
vent the killing of Hutu’s by Tutsi militia groups 
in the aftermath of the genocide, forcing many of 
them into refugee status in Burundi. Despite his 
dictatorial techniques, President Kagame is quite 
popular domestically and internationally. Much of 
Rwanda’s economic success and social tranquility 
has been attributed to him. He won his last election 
by (albeit a suspect) 94 percent of the vote and has 
an approval rating of 98 percent.

 International actors support him as proven by 
the one billion dollars in aid Rwanda accrues. In 
addition, people like Bill Clinton, Bill Gates and 
Tony Blair herald him as a leader to be emulated. 
Even if they are not championing his cause, na-
tions certainly have not reacted much to his crimes. 
Currently, Kagame is rumored to be planning on 
scrapping the presidential term limits to run again 
in 2017. Outward hostility toward the government 
ends in imprisonment, exile or death. It is clear 
that President Kagame, the Tutsi who helped lead 
guerilla troops to end the Rwandan Genocide, has 
found that an iron fist is necessary to maintain so-
cial order in a land rife with ethnic tension. 

Though his style is clearly one of despotism, 

one cannot be too sure if his policies have pro-
moted more harm than good. Today in Rwanda, 
one is not able to deny the genocide that occurred 
21 years ago. In fact, any dialogue of tension, dif-
ferences or animosity between Hutu’s and Tutsi’s 
is outlawed. These laws attempt to overcome the 
enduring trauma that genocide leaves in its wake. 
The net result of these policies have left a region 
where two groups, once terrorizing or fearing the 
other, now live side-by-side in relative peace. The ef-
ficiency and peacefulness that now exists in Rwanda 
displays the quickest recovery from domestic geno-
cide the world has ever seen. Still, while the climate 
appears calm, contentious truths are swept under 
the rug, festering just below the surface. 

Many reports from around the world have illu-
minated the stark dissatisfaction from those exiled. 
And while it can never be known with absolute 
certainty, it can be safely inferred that many are 
displeased with the regime. It is paralyzing fear that 
has kept the public silent. Peoples silence will likely 
be become spoken words against President Kagame 
as Rwandans see their standard of living rise. 

Economic success does not occur in a vacu-
um, removed from other aspects of the political 
sphere. It has been said that after a nation reaches 
the threshold of a GDP per capita of 2,000 US 
dollars, citizens collectively demand civil rights in 
an attempt to participate in a democratic political 
system. At this rate, only time will tell if Rwandan’s 
stand up for their rights, overthrowing the dictator 
that is Paul Kagame. Though, it seems likely that 
Kagame’s greatest success story will be the same 
cause of his undoing, as widespread civil unrest 
could jeopardize the country’s economic miracle. 
That is, unless President Kagame commits to relax-
ing restrictions on civil rights and stepping down 
in 2017 to make way for more open democracy, 
the roots of bottom-up democracy will soon sweep 
throughout the nation.

The Rwandan Complex
- Sam Corey
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Kigali has gone from a war-torn city to a hub of 

technology and commerce. 
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Ex-President of Colombia Álvaro Uribe (2002-
2010) and his political party are the fiercest critics 
of an ongoing peace process with Colombia’s old-
est rebel group, the FARC, underway since August 
2012 in Havana, Cuba. Uribe’s hardline policies and 
military campaign against the FARC are likely the 
primary reason the government and the FARC are 
negotiating in the first place. Uribe believes FARC 
leaders will be allowed to participate in politics or 
be able to avoid prison should a peace agreement 
be signed. Uribe should be concerned, as in recent 
declarations FARC leaders seem unwilling to go to 
prison for their crimes, many of which constitute 
crimes against humanity. For these reasons, approxi-
mately one third of Colombia is against the peace 
process and more than half are pessimistic regard-
ing a successful outcome. There is a reason behind 
this negativity: Colombia has seen three previous 
peace processes with the FARC fail, the most recent 
being from 1999-2002. Although the Colombian 
government is in an arguably better bargaining po-
sition now than it was during previous attempts, 
decades of violence and mistrust form an almost 
insurmountable barrier to the signing of a peace 
agreement. If Colombia desires peace in the tradi-
tional sense, FARC leaders should pay prison time 
for the multiple atrocities they have committed, as 
much as it may anger its leaders. However, the ces-
sation of violence will achieve little without efforts 
on behalf of the government to ensure a “lasting” 
peace built on investment in education, rural de-
velopment, and infrastructure to long-abandoned 
regions of the country. 

In order for initial steps to be taken towards 
a lasting peace, there must be a solid foundation. 
This starts with jailing the FARC’s leaders, even if 
comes with reduced sentences. Unlike many guer-
rilla movements, the FARC have never enjoyed 
widespread support from poorer sectors, due in 
large part to their large-scale kidnappings, liberal 
use of landmines, and attacks against infrastruc-
ture and individuals. While other Latin American 
guerrilla groups were on the decline towards the 
end of the Cold War, profits from taxing, and in 
many cases controlling the drug trade, allowed for 
them to gain control of large, sparsely populated 
swaths of Colombian territory. In addition, the 
FARC gained revenue through a practice known as 

“pesca milagrosa”, which translates to “miraculous 
catch of fish”, in which civilians would be stopped 
along roads and forced to pay a “tax” or, if the per-
son served in a political capacity, be taken hostage. 
The FARC also took members of the military hos-
tage whenever possible; some were held for over 14 
years before the FARC renounced kidnapping and 
liberated their hostages in 2012. 

Colombia has experienced a peace process that 
has advocated largely for impunity, such as in the 
mid-2000s, where paramilitary leaders received 
heavily lessened prison sentences in exchange for 
information and arms—despite countless massacres, 
rapes, kidnappings, and for a significant amount of 
time, responsibility for a majority of violent deaths 
in Colombia. According to recent opinion polls, 
over 85% of Colombians believe that FARC leaders 
should expect jail sentences for their roles as bellig-
erents in the Colombian armed conflict. Not jailing 
the FARC’s leaders could lead to a similar mistrust 
in the state, similar to what occurred with the sur-
render of earlier paramilitary groups.

The FARC’s original Marxist political message, 
in the form of a sort of peasant army fighting against 
the government, is not as important as it was previ-
ously, as Colombia’s population has shifted heavily 
towards urban areas due to violence, chronic pov-
erty, and unemployment. Severely underdeveloped 
and poverty-stricken rural areas still exist in several 
parts of Colombia where a combination of corrup-
tion, difficult geography, endemic violence, and an 

unwillingness on the part of the state to tackle issues 
has prevented development projects from taking 
place. The FARC’s actions have further exacerbated 
these regions’ problems by preventing state invest-
ment because of risks associated with working there. 
The agrarian issue is not the only social program the 
government should undertake to ensure peace. Co-
lombia should focus effort on improving the quality 
and reach of education in all regions of the country. 
Colombia placed 62nd of 65 countries surveyed by 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development for knowledge of language, math-
ematics, and science among teenagers aged 15 to 16 
in 2013. The lack of opportunities for large sectors of 
the population is a primary driver of not only guer-
rilla violence but also street violence, another issue 
plaguing Colombia. Greater government financing 
of education would also allow a culture that values 
education or sport as a means of enrichment to re-
place a culture that currently emphasizes violence as 
a way out of poverty. A focus on education would 
also provide a way for the FARC’s estimated 7,000 
militants to reintegrate into civil society, should the 
FARC agree to demobilize.

 The FARC, however, also has legitimate con-
cerns in signing a peace deal. The heavily stigma-
tized Colombian left, even among those not aligned 
with the FARC, still receives threats from right-
wing, neo-paramilitary organizations. The Colom-
bian state also plays a large role in this mistrust. 
During the early 1990s, a peace process with the 
FARC resulted in many of its militants giving up 
their arms and forming a political party, the Unión 
Patriótica. 4,000 of its members were subsequently 
massacred by paramilitary organizations with sup-
port from certain sectors of the state. The role of 
a non-trivial number of state actors with paramili-
tary groups in other situations forces the state to 
also recognize its role as a victimizer in the conflict. 

Although the government and various rebel 
groups have spoken of “peace” in both successful 
and unsuccessful peace processes, actual peace has 
been elusive for Colombia. Five decades of conflict 
have left their mark on the country’s culture, de-
velopment and justice system and an effort must 
be made on the part of all armed and non-armed 
actors to ensure that history does not continue to 
repeat itself.

Making a Dent in Colombia’s Armed Conflict
-Daniel Medendorp
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Founded in 1964, the Revolutionary Armed Forces 

of Colombia-People’s Army (FARC) has been in a 

constant struggle with the Colombian government 

throughout the country. 
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 In the same countries with the highest rates of 
domestic violence and teenage pregnancy, women 
have achieved some of the highest levels of political 
participation in the world. Presidents Dilma Rous-
seff of Brazil, Michelle Bachelet of Chile, and Chris-
tina Fernández de Kirchner of Argentina all lead in 
countries where machismo is transmitted through 
popular customs and inherited culture. Machismo, 
strong and aggressive masculine pride, still persists in 
most Latin American countries, a stark contrast to 
the political progressiveness and the growing avail-
ability of opportunities for women. With women 
bridging the gender gap in politics, governments in 
Latin America must do more to combat misogynistic 
traditions, such as machismo, that reflect a belief in 
the superiority of men over women. In order to end 
machismo, governments need to focus on educat-
ing the youth on the perils of machismo, offering 
resources for victims of domestic violence and en-
forcing current sexual assault legislation.

Machismo is a difficult, multidimensional issue 
to discuss and perhaps an even tougher issue to ad-
dress in many Latin American countries. Although 
“macho” culture exists everywhere, its presence in 
Central and South America is more pronounced. 
Both men and women suffer from the psychologi-
cal side effects of machismo, and the few social pro-
grams that deal with machismo address the damage 
it does to women and rarely tackle its effects on 
men. For men, machismo helps entrench and in-

crease violent behavior, as men are pressured to as-
sert their masculine dominance. The murder rate for 
ages 15-29 in Latin America is four times the global 
average according to the UN with more than 90% 
of the victims as men. 

Only recently has the region’s corrosive under-
standing of masculinity been linked to the high rates 
of violent crime. Young men competing in the global 
job market now have fewer opportunities than stu-
dious women, and social pressures of not having 
the dominant economic role in the family results 
in some men seeking to prove themselves through 
violence and domestic abuse. These insecurities are 
sometimes translated into the workplace as well, 
where sexist attitudes still prevail. While female lead-
ership may help to eventually change the perception 
of women in Latin America, this is a slow process.

The Center for the Prevention of Violence 
(CEPREV) has done work to combat machismo 
in the region, counseling gang members on ma-
chismo ideology and its implications upon their 
lack of self-esteem and broken families. According 
to the organization, violent crime decreased by more 
than half after the CEPREV intervened in certain 
places in Latin America. Funding for programs like 
CEPREV is hard to come by, as governments are 
reluctant to deal with a cultural taboo. Instead of 
addressing machismo at its roots, most governments 
tend to focus on the protection of women. However, 
some state-sponsored programs are exemplary in 
youth education, such as Mexico’s program through 
the Interior Ministry that counsels children on the 
dangers of machismo. Patterns of masculinity are 
passed down from generation to generation, and 
without governments properly concentrating on 
these patterns, gender equality in Latin America 
will not emerge.

Although governments in the region have be-
gun to offer more programs for the protection of 
women, unpunished violent crime remains a par-
ticular problem in the region. According to UN 
Women, a woman is assaulted every 15 seconds in 
São Paulo, Brazil. Most cases against women are not 
investigated or even prosecuted, leaving victims vul-
nerable. Domestic expectations for women emerge 
at a young age, and in some countries, like Hon-
duras, most women live their entire lives financially 
dependent on men. This creates an environment in 

which women cannot acquire their own indepen-
dence, leaving them more susceptible to physical and 
emotional abuse. In order to aid women stuck in 
abusive households, governments must offer more 
support and resources. For instance, thirteen coun-
tries in Latin America have set up specialized police 
stations for women, which make it easier to report 
crimes. These police stations usually provide medical 
care and counseling and legal aid, offering a place 
of support for victims of domestic abuse. Although 
governments in the region are improving resources 
for victims, the issue of insufficient legal action still 
persists. According to the Center of Information and 
Development of Women (CIDEM), of the 442,000 
reports of gender violence in Bolivia between 2007 
and 2011, only 96 have been prosecuted. Although 
the statistics vary from country to country, the pro-
portion of prosecuted cases remains staggeringly 
low throughout the region. Most countries in Latin 
America have not taken enough effective measures 
to prosecute and convict perpetrators of domestic 
violence, a hindrance to the social progression of 
the region.

In 1994 Latin American countries signed the 
Convention of Belém, requiring them to educate 
their citizens about women’s rights, to fight ma-
chismo, and to pass laws to protect women from 
violence. Although most countries have kept this 
promise to a certain degree, they still must do more 
to combat domestic abuse and machismo. Some na-
tions have taken steps in the right direction, such as 
Brazil’s 2006 law on violence against women, which 
by 2011 had led to more than 331,000 prosecutions 
since its inauguration. However, most nations have 
not done enough to educate their citizens, protect 
victims, and enforce legislation. Machismo’s deep 
cultural roots in the region mean that it will take 
time to disappear. It is the responsibility of the gov-
ernments in Latin America to address the root causes 
of machismo and bring its destructive effects to the 
public’s attention. Now, with more women in posi-
tions of power in Latin America, gender ideology 
can change if governments will do their part.

Machismo in Latin America:
Why Some Traditions Should End
-Laura Vicinanza
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Patterns of masculinity are passed down from 

generation to generation. 
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Ahead of its impending launch, much attention 
has been given to China’s Asia Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank. This strategic move, which many view as 
China’s desire to balance the influence of institutions 
like the World Bank and the Asia Development Bank, 
harkens to last year’s formation of the Shanghai-based 
New Development Bank, an initiative between the 
BRICS countries of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa. It is another echo of China’s efforts to 
move into new markets—efforts that have been par-
ticularly capital intensive in Latin America.  In the 
region, Chinese capital has meant investment and 
expansion, but comes with stark downsides as well.  
Countries should continue to attract Chinese capital, 
but should do so carefully—more carefully than they 
have been—due to the way that capital is allocated 
without prerequisites for restructuring or reform.

China has been changing the Latin American 
economic landscape for decades, perhaps most nota-
bly toward the beginning of China’s rise in the 1970s 
by buoying growth in countries from Argentina to 
Venezuela with its ravenous need for commodities. 
Its strong demand has since been a mainstay in the 
region, and as the relationship has strengthened, so 
have Chinese investments. The last decade especially 
has been a standout one: since 2005, China has pro-
vided over $119 billion to Latin American countries. 
Financing, which comes primarily from China’s De-
velopment Bank, has provided important alternatives 
to traditional creditors—particularly for countries, 
like Argentina, that do not get on well in interna-
tional credit markets.

Chinese bank loans to Latin America and the 
Caribbean increased by 70 percent in 2014, with in-
vestments since 2010 averaging roughly $10 billion 
a year.  China’s deep foreign-exchange reserves have 
made financing such loans possible.  But as with any-
thing on such a scale, there are drawbacks. 

Many of the loans are in exchange for oil in the 
form of shipments and price guarantees.  With oil 
prices continuing to fall, countries who made these 
deals are going to find it difficult to continue pay-
ments, as Venezuela has already discovered. China’s 
$50 billion loan to Venezuela, to be repaid in oil, is 
in trouble. In this case, China has signaled willing-
ness to extend more loans to Venezuela. Nonetheless, 
the dependency is troubling, and with decrease in oil 
prices showing no sign of abating there is no fore-

seeable respite.  Furthermore, loans like these often 
require working with Chinese businesses and reduc-
ing competitiveness with other potential contractors. 

The oil-heavy investments also highlight an ele-
ment of the financing: loans have largely gone towards 
natural resource and infrastructure sectors. Though 
such investments are necessary in their own right, 
this is one area where Latin American countries may 
continue to see a distinct advantage in taking their 
business to the World Bank or the IMF, both of which 
allocate capital to a broader range of sectors and op-
erate under tighter environmental guidelines. The 
fact that investments are going disproportionately to 
natural resources and infrastructure sectors also carries 
a concern that is rooted uniquely in Latin America’s 
history. Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico have 
all been major recipients of this kind of financing. 
China’s interest in, exploration of, and demand for 
Latin American commodities—especially oil, but also 
ores—has further complicated matters for the region’s 
underdeveloped manufacturing sector.  Since its days 
of import substitution industrialization, many coun-
tries in the region have struggled both politically and 
economically to further their development by mov-
ing from natural resource-based exports toward the 
production and sale of manufactured goods. The con-
tentious disequilibrium, set against the backdrop of 
Latin America’s fierce brands of populism, has torn 
through many Latin American countries in the past. 

To avoid this in the future, there must be a balance 
in how development is approached. 

China is also imposing fewer restrictions on the 
capital it provides meaning that investment is not 
policy-conditional.  Because governments do not need 
to implement reforms and change policies, Chinese 
capital has added appeal.  In some ways, this echoes 
the debate raging across Europe regarding austerity.  If 
these investments can, in Chinese style, achieve long 
term growth, it will be a powerful statement regard-
ing the need for and role of austerity when loaning 
to countries. But that possibility comes with the un-
derstated risk that additional capital will not be able 
to accomplish what cutbacks can.      

China’s investment practices in Latin America 
are noteworthy and have helped Latin America in a 
number of ways; access to another competitive and 
alternate source of financing has benefits for many 
industries.  But there are also certain elements, like its 
allocation of financing and its lack of policy require-
ments, that are concerning.  Latin America has an 
opportunity.  If countries like Argentina, Chile and 
Venezuela can handle the influx of Chinese capital 
with discipline, it will portend well for their financial 
futures. However, they should take a hard, honest look 
at outcomes, comparing projects backed by Western 
banks to those backed by the Chinese before making 
decisions on future financing. Doing so will require 
strong-willed leaders and even stronger institutions.

Chinese Investment in Latin America:
Two Edges? 
-Shivum Bharill
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The headquarters of the China Development Bank in Beijing, which provides aid to developing Latin American 

countries. 
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On August 11, 2001, when Niall Connolly, James 
Monaghan, and Martin McCauley entered the Bo-
gotá International Airport preparing to leave Co-
lombia, they were moments away from igniting an 
international controversy that shook the foundations 
of conventional thought on terrorism. Connolly, 
Monaghan, and McCauley, who infamously became 
known as the “Bogotá Three,” were three Irishmen 
discovered to be members of the Provisional Irish 
Republican Army (PIRA) that had been sent to Co-
lombia as part of a deal between the Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) and the PIRA. 
The Bogotá Three were sent to train FARC rebels in 
prominent PIRA/IRA bomb-making and mortar tac-
tics in exchange for financial compensation (which 
came from the FARC’s extensive narcotics traffick-
ing.) After receiving training from the Bogotá Three, 
the FARC made great shifts in its tactical operations, 
giving bombs and mortars a more prominent role in 
their military outfit. It has been estimated that over 
220,000 people have lost their lives and that more 
than five million have been displaced over the dura-
tion of the 50 year Colombian conflict. In order for 
Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos to truly end 
the bloodshed and discourage future dissent, he must 
hold those accountable for the atrocities committed—
on both sides—during this decades-long insurgency 
by instituting an independent truth commission that 
will assist in the restriction of legal amnesty to as few 
guilty individuals as possible.  

The FARC has fought using techniques rang-
ing from the military tactics and narcotics traffick-
ing previously mentioned to illegal gold mining and 
barbaric acts of terrorism that have become the stan-
dard operating procedure of the organization. Now, 
as President Juan Manuel Santos and his chief nego-
tiators continue to meet with FARC leadership in 
Havana, Cuba to negotiate a long sought-after—and 
elusive—peace agreement, both sides must somehow 
rectify fifty years’ worth of tragedy, abuses, and injus-
tices in order to end the conflict.  For those in the 
FARC, such rectifications translate to one and only 
one word: amnesty. For President Santos, and even 
more so for his predecessor Álvaro Uribe, “amnesty” 
equates to nothing less than the legal justification of 
the FARC’s violent resistance. So far, the negotiations, 
which began in October of 2012, have yielded agree-
ments on three major points: political participation 

for rebels, ending the illegal drug trade, and land re-
form, which is one of the most contentious issues on 
the agenda. Even with such promising progress, two 
daunting issues remain: the rights of the victims of the 
conflict and the disarmament of the rebels. The issue 
of amnesty, which falls under the rights of victims to 
hold perpetrators responsible for any injustices, will 
dictate whether or not the negotiations finally deliver 
peace to Colombia.

Whether it is the IRA or the FARC, no non-state, 
violent actor comes to the negotiating table and offers 
to disarm without assurances that it will not be tried or 
convicted of crimes against the state. Amnesty, in this 
regard, is a necessary evil for crafting peace between a 
state and non-state actor, but it cannot be allowed to 
act as a form of validation for the unauthorized use of 
force that only emboldens future dissent. Peace comes 
at a cost and it must be made visible to all parties. For 
the civilians and government of Colombia, the costs 
of this bloody conflict are accounted for by the over 
220,000 people killed since 1965. 

As for the rebels of the FARC, the costs are some-
what less apparent. Although the FARC sustained 
heavy casualties during the highly militarized Uribe 
years, their long time tactics of extortion and narcot-
ics trafficking has made many within the organiza-
tion huge profiteers of war. As is the case with many 
conflicts of this nature, violent resistance becomes 
unequivocally tied to organized crime and separating 
the two becomes nearly impossible. It is often a com-
mon occurrence that many of the criminal elements 
that characterize this type of non-state, violent orga-
nizational evolution are loosely controlled by leader-
ship. In numerous instances, these factions often form 
semi-autonomous syndicates that support the patron 
group, but also keep a substantial profit (which has 
been cautiously estimated to be around $220 million). 
Not only must some of those in FARC leadership be 
made explicit targets for punishment, but these “mid-
dle-men” must also be targeted by President Santos 
to make it clear not only to the people of Colombia, 
but also to any would-be guerillas, that violence will 
be met with justice, even if it takes fifty years. 

Although adjudicating this type of justice is a 
nearly impossible task in and of itself, Colombia can 
take inspiration from El Salvador and its use of an 
independent “truth commission.” Such a commis-
sion could potentially be made up of UN appointed 
chairs (as was the case in El Salvador) that would be 
responsible for investigating cases against both FARC 
and Colombian military personnel for crimes against 
humanity, extrajudicial killings, and other criminal 
acts that have characterized the conflict. Upon its use 
in El Salvador, the Truth Commission documented 
over 22,000 complaints ranging from extrajudicial 
killings to torture. Although the commission found 
that the Salvadoran legal system to be inadequate for 
effectively prosecuting perpetrators, the Colombian 
judicial system, which is much stronger than that of 
El Salvador, would be able to use this valuable infor-
mation to effectively conduct fair prosecutions. No 
crime should go unpunished and a settlement like the 
one proposed above is necessary to end the bloodshed 
of a seemingly eternal war in Colombia. 

However, even if such a bargain is struck, any 
peace deal regarding amnesty could potentially be sub-
ject to tinkering by the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) and other international agreements, which 
would view amnesty as a violation of their mandates. 
Such uncertainties regarding conflict resolution of this 
magnitude must be addressed by President Santos 
and his staff by any means necessary. Without assur-
ances of a concrete and unchangeable agreement, any 
potential deal would be quickly struck down. If the 
government of Colombia wishes to obtain its elusive 
peace deal, it must first tackle the issue of amnesty 
on its own terms. An inability (or more likely a lack 
of will) to defend Colombia’s right of national sover-
eignty from the ICC and others will make any such 
endeavor very difficult.

Between a Rock and a Hard Place:
Amnesty in Colombia 
-Cody Giddings

The issue of amnesty, which falls under the rights of victims 
to hold perpetrators responsible for any injustices, will dictate 
whether or not the negotiations finally deliver peace to Colombia.
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Mexican politics has followed a familiar cycle 
in recent history: promise, progress, and persecu-
tion. On September 26, 2014, 43 male students 
from the Raúl Isidro Burgos Rural Teachers’ Col-
lege of Ayotzinapa were kidnapped and killed by a 
local gang, Guerreros Unidos, in Iguala, Guerrero, 
Mexico. According to official reports, the students 
were traveling to Iguala to protest Mayor Jose Luis 
Abarca’s wife Maria de los Angeles Pineda and her 
discriminatory hiring practices for teachers, which 
favor urban students over rural ones. Igualan po-
lice, acting on orders from the mayor himself, in-
tercepted the students. After an ensuing shootout 
that resulted in the deaths of six unarmed passen-
gers, the police arrested the remaining 43 students. 
What happened next is shamefully predictable and 
representative of the dynamics in Mexican politics: 
the police delivered the 43 students to the cartel 
where they were subsequently murdered.

Corruption in Mexico maintains its founda-
tion at the lowest level of government, where local 
officials are routinely subject to cartel influence. 
Local officials are attracted to cooperating with 
the cartel for a number of reasons. Because they 
generally wield limited political influence and are 
poorly compensated, local officials are thus tempted 
by what cartels can potentially offer in return for 
governmental negligence. The perpetual presence of 
corruption and violence has prevented Mexico from 
developing into a strong democracy. While Presi-
dent Enrique Peña Nieto has received international 
praise for his expansively monumental reform of 
Mexico’s oil sector – attracting foreign investment 
for the first time in decades – he has yet to tackle 
the cartel and the threat it poses to the civil liber-
ties of the Mexican people. For a president who has 
publicly set his sights on democracy, Peña Nieto is 
failing to make decisions that position Mexico to 
succeed in such a capacity.

With all major parties behind the Iguala inci-
dent attempting to flee the country and their arrest 
warrants, it is becoming increasingly unlikely that 
the truth of this incident will ever be uncovered. 
In the months since the controversy, motives for 
the murders have floated around the media, yet 
the Mexican people acknowledge that the histo-
ry of narco-state violence is often perplexing and 
pointless. Cartels are notorious for senselessly kill-

ing innocent civilians solely for the sake of assert-
ing their dominance. More comprehensible, and 
equally disturbing, to the Mexican people is the 
reality that all of the groups involved, the cartel 
and the corrupt politicians and law enforcement 
agents shielding them from an otherwise eminent 
demise, are never held accountable. Because corrup-
tion is handled with no real penalties, there is truly 
nothing stopping local officials from making pacts 
with the cartels. Peña Nieto could potentially limit 
cartel influence through sweeping actions to punish 
violent acts; and yet, he continues to sit idly, watch-
ing drug lords run amok in his country, worry-free. 

Consequently, cartel presence in Mexico has 
halted any progress in eradicating corruption with-
in the bureaucracy. If anything, the case of the 43 
missing students reveals how deeply integrated or-
ganized crime is into Mexico’s political and law 
enforcement institutions. Sometimes the cartels 
control governmental officials, dictating their every 
move via bribery or through sheer intimidation. 
Other times, cartel members themselves are the of-
ficials; thus, their decisions reflect actions beneficial 
to the cartel. Despite some progress, corruption 
continues to be as widespread as ever. Now more 
than ever, the fear that corruption and violence 
will continue to be used as tools for suppressing 
political dissent plagues the Mexican populace, as 
Mayor Jose Luis Abarca ordered the kidnappings so 
protests would not disrupt his wife’s speech. Politi-
cal dissent is a vital organ of any democracy. Peña 
Nieto, in recent years, has encouraged his people to 
speak out when unhappy with the state of affairs. 
However, his lack of definitive action to protect 
his people’s civil liberties is not representative of 
a man who wants to build a strong democracy. It 
is seemingly impossible for Mexico to thrive as a 
democratic nation if its citizens live in constant fear.

 The fact of the matter is there is too much at 
stake for the Mexican government to completely 
abandon their deal with the cartel. The harsh reality 
is that Mexico needs the cartel just as much as the 
cartel needs the government. The Mexican econo-
my is dependent on the cartel industry as a major 
component of the economy, with experts estimating 
that the drug trade produces somewhere between 
$25 billion to $50 billion dollars every year – 20% 
of the nation’s GDP. Because the loss of the drug 
trade would devastate the Mexican economy, there 
is an obvious motivation to maintain relations with 
the cartel. For a country vested in the principles of 
democratic progression, its priorities are backwards. 
In Mexico, money talks. Ultimately the main moti-
vator for officials in the decision-making process is 
financial benefits. The question remains that at what 
point will the overwhelming cartel violence speak 
louder to government officials than monetary gains. 

The Iguala incident sparked rampant protests 
throughout the country, as Mexican civilians have 
appealed to its government for increased protection 
of human rights. Despite mounting pressure from 
the outside world as the international community 
catches wind of what has transpired in Iguala, there 
has been no strong response from President Peña 
Nieto and the national leadership. 

While President Peña Nieto continues to cement 
his legacy as a pioneer of economic restructuring, the 
looming cartel presence casts doubts about his ability 
to eradicate corruption once and for all. Because of 
this, the future of foreign investment in the country 
is in jeopardy, as stakeholders in the economy feel 
increasingly insecure as a result of cartel intervention 
and the threat it poses. Peña Nieto has continuously 
promised—and thus far, failed to materialize—a 
strong, democratic Mexico. Eventually, Peña Nieto’s 
failure to diminish cartel influence will vastly over-
shadow his success with the economy.

Crushing the Cartel:
Nieto’s Legacy in Jeopardy 
-Sean Smalley

President Enrique Peña 
Nieto’s lack of definitive 
action to protect his 
people’s civil liberties is 
not representative of a 
man who wants to build 
a strong democracy.
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 In September 2014, armed with drills, pumps, 
and a tanker truck, five men in a northeastern Mexi-
can state stole nearly one million gallons of oil from 
PEMEX, Mexico’s state-owned producer of oil. Ac-
cording to the Associated Press, a company known 
as Petro Bajio “allegedly paid [the] criminals in 
Tamaulipas state to steal crude oil from at least two 
pipelines.” From there, drug cartels sold the stolen 
oil to various sources, including paper and metal 
factories, as well as tequila distilleries, to the tune 
of $1.13 billion (20 billion pesos). A vast majority of 
that revenue was then used to fund drug trafficking, 
which cost the Mexican government almost $172.7 
billion (2.6 trillion pesos) to combat—more than 
twice Mexico’s foreign debt and nearly ten per-
cent of the country’s GDP. According to PEMEX, 
which controls over 20,000 miles of the country’s 
pipelines, there were “2,614 illegal siphons on its 
pipelines stealing gasoline, diesel, crude oil, natural 
gas and petrochemicals in 2013,” up 1500 percent 
since 2000. This issue poses a major financial and 
security risk for the country, as PEMEX revenue 
makes up approximately 40 percent of Mexico’s 
government funding. In order to alleviate the effects 
of this dispute with the oil and drug cartels, Mexico 
needs to invest in alternative energy resources and 
further break up its oil monopoly.

The stolen oil both reduced funding to the gov-
ernment and increased funding to drug cartels, 
meaning it is crucial for PEMEX and the govern-
ment to directly address the problem. To remedy 
this issue, Mexico should drive a program of di-
versification in two ways. The first is to decrease 
its reliance on petroleum by adopting alternative 
energy resources. The country hopes to produce 35 
percent of its electricity from renewable resources by 
2024, a goal set by a pioneering piece of legislation 
passed in 2012. Though 35 percent is a substantial 
portion of the county’s power, further increasing 
energy production from renewable resources would 
stabilize Mexico’s government funding, as well as 
create a more competitive energy market. According 
to Arizona State University and the World Energy 
Council, Mexico “has among the best potential for 
solar power in the world… and several border states 
offer good wind power potential.” By increasing its 
investment in renewable energy resources, Mexico 
will decrease its dependence on oil, thus reducing 

the opportunities for oil and drug cartels to fund 
their excursions of violence and drug trafficking. 

The second method of diversification is to in-
crease competition in the oil business by bring-
ing in outside organizations to lessen the govern-
ment’s risk in oil pipelines. Because the complete 
conversion of Mexican energy production from 
oil to renewable is highly improbable within the 
decade, Mexico will remain somewhat reliant on 
oil pipelines and freight trucks to transport petro-
leum. By investing in renewable energy resources, 
the opportunity for theft would decrease as electric 
energy, which is transmitted through transformer 
lines rather than pipelines, is much more difficult 
to rob. Additionally, bringing in competition will 
“energize Mexico’s economy” says Carlos Capistran, 
chief Mexico economic analyst at Bank of America 
Corp. Capistran, along with analysts at JPMorgan 
Chase, believe that the increased competition in 
Mexico’s oil market could raise the country’s foreign 
investment by $20 billion [300 billion pesos], while 
strengthening the peso. With the country holding 
the 8th highest potential for oil development in the 
world and its massive potential for profitability, it 
would make sense to break down the existing legis-
lative barriers preventing foreign investment within 
Mexico’s oil market. 

To prevent theft and save revenue, PEMEX re-
cently announced that it would no longer be send-
ing refined oil through pipelines. Instead, the com-
pany will send unrefined fuel through the pipelines, 
which cannot be used in vehicles without damaging 
motors. Many believe that this is enough to pro-
tect PEMEX and secure more funding for Mexico’s 
government. A chemical engineer consulting the 
company told the New York Times that this will 
deter theft because certain additives will need to 
be combined with the oil, which is “a very delicate 
process.” In reality, it is doubtful that this will stop 
the cartels, which are known to take extreme mea-
sures to steal resources, which in the past included 
at least one incident that left 28 dead. If the cartels 
are willing to sacrifice lives to get oil and have the 

means to steal from sophisticated pipelines, what 
is the chance that they will not figure out how to 
refine the oil?

The billions of pesos lost to violent drug cartels 
necessitates a change in the way Mexico produces 
energy. Small steps are being taken to better the 
energy sector within Mexico, but by further in-
vesting in its vast renewable energy resources, the 
country could direct funds away from the cartels 
in order to create jobs and stimulate the economy 
with robust renewable energy. Also, opening its 
oil fields to more foreign companies will allow for 
it to become a world player in the modern energy 
market with a reduced-risk environment for invest-
ment, as more companies will implement their in-
dividual policies to protect their oil resources rather 
than relying on just PEMEX’s security forces. This 
will make it highly unlikely that the cartels could 
harm the energy sector and revenue stream of the 
Mexican government.

TurmOil:
How Mexico Can Curb Oil Theft and Revitalize Its Energy Sector
-Connor VanDenBosch

The stolen oil both reduced funding to the government and 
increased funding to drug cartels, meaning it is crucial for 
PEMEX and the government to directly address the problem.”
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On March 6th, Sergeant Andrew Doiron be-
came the first active service member from any West-
ern country to die in the fight against the Islamic 
State in Iraq. Initially believed to be a casualty of 
enemy fire, Canadian forces soon admitted that 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces had accidentally shot 
Sgt. Doiron near the Islamic State border. It is hap-
penstance that Sgt. Doiron’s death occurred at a 
time when the Conservative-led Canadian govern-
ment is considering whether or not to prolong its 
intervention in the Syrian and Iraqi crises. Now, 
however, is not the time for well-trained, Western 
military advisors to withdraw from the conflict 
in the Middle East. Recent advances made by the 
Iraqi government, the Peshmerga, and their allies 
are beginning to toll ISIS’ death knell. What is 
needed at this moment in time is a greater presence 
of Canadian and allied forces in the Middle East 
to coordinate anti-ISIS militias and mitigate the 
negligent behavior that led to Sgt. Doiron’s death.

In late December, weeks after an Islamic State 
sympathizer fatally shot Corporal Nathan Cirillo 
at the Canadian National War Memorial, a Global 
News poll indicated that the majority of Canadi-
ans (73 percent) strongly or somewhat agreed that 
“everything possible” needed to be done to sub-
vert ISIS in Syria and Iraq—including deploying 
Canadian troops to the region. To date, Sergeant 

Doiron’s death has not undone Canada’s resound-
ing support for putting boots on the ground in the 
Middle East, but it has called into question the role 
Canadian special forces should play in the conflict.

When Prime Minister Stephen Harper first an-
nounced that several dozen members of the Cana-
dian Special Operations Regiment (CSOR) would 
be deployed to Iraq in early September of last year, 
he specified that their role would be completely ad-
visory. Yet, the fluidity of the Islamic States’ borders 
has made Harpers’ promises hard to keep. In Janu-
ary, Canadian forces assisting anti-ISIS forces came 
under enemy fire while surveying a stretch of land 
along the belligerents’ front. Although a friendly-
fire casualty, Sgt. Doiron’s death two months later 
suggests that perhaps the frontlines of this conflict 
are not as stable and secure as previously thought.

The fluidity of frontlines must not dissuade 
Canadians, particularly on the Left, from the fight 
against the Islamic State, however. The tactical 
know-how of well-trained forces, like the CSOR, 
are indispensable in a conflict which is, in large 
part, being fought between voluntary militias. It is 
true that the realities on the ground are often quite 
different than those foreseen by military advisors 
and politicians thousands of miles removed from 
the battlefields. For this, foreign forces stationed in 
the coalition-controlled areas of Iraq must be able 

to alter plans accordingly, taking into consideration 
the considerable danger that is always present in 
areas bordering fronts. 

Sgt. Doiron’s friendly-fire death is also a clear 
indication that the lines of communication and 
command between coalition forces and the many 
militias currently battling against ISIS need to be 
improved. How this might be accomplished may in 
fact require additional Western military advisors on 
the ground. Perhaps an undesirable alternative to 
the present status quo, insufficient guidance from 
a large selection of military advisors may ultimately 
spell disaster for the embattled Kurdish Peshmerga 
and their allies elsewhere in Iraq and Syria—an out-
come that is even more undesirable than increasing 
deployment. Already, Stephen Harper’s Cabinet has 
considered extending Canada’s mission in Iraq by 
up to a year, a decision still seriously entertained 
in light of Sgt. Doiron’s death. Harper’s willingness 
to risk the lives of more Canadian soldiers demon-
strates an unwavering determination to see this mis-
sion through, to totally degrade the Islamic State.

Opponents of an extension may point to re-
cent advances by the Iraqi army and its allies on 
the ISIS-controlled city of Tikrit as indicating the 
Iraqi government’s ability to combat the Islamic 
State without Western intervention. Of course, 
these advancements would not have been possible 
without U.S.-led airstrikes on ISIS territory prior 
to the counteroffensive. Likewise, the rapidity of 
ISIS’ expansion before NATO’s intervention in 
late-summer of last year clearly demonstrates the 
importance of Western military personnel and ma-
teriel in the region.

The fight against radical fundamentalism in 
Syria and Iraq cannot be won without the support 
of experienced, well-trained tactical advisors from 
Western nations. Any amount of intervention in 
this conflict, however, will end in bloodshed. It is 
the duty of Western forces to train and coordinate 
local militias in the area in order to reduce battle-
field casualties, in particular friendly-fire deaths. 
The unfortunate passing of Sgt. Doiron should not 
motivate the Canadian leadership to remove their 
presence in the Middle East, but rather strengthen 
their fortitude to train those who are daily fighting 
against the Islamic State.

All Quiet on the Eastern Front:
Canadian Death in Iraq Should Have Fortifying Effect
-Stuart Richardson
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Embattled Kurdish Peshmerga soldiers, supported by NATO personnel, have been fighting against ISIS forces for 

over a year, but the recent death of Sergeant Andrew Doiron may signal a new stage in the West’s involvement in 

the conflict. 
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“Why not the train?” I asked my friend in March af-
ter her ten-hour bus journey back home to the Indian 
state of Chhattisgarh.

“I wanted to,” she replied, “The route is beautiful too. 
But the railroad is less safe. There are hijackings.”

“Hijackings?”

“From the Naxals. Father’s friend told me they once 
hijacked a train for nearly eight hours. An aunty 
[family friend] close to home said how a few years ago 
she traveled in a bus, and the Naxalites came and 
took control for hours. Everyone survived; they luckily 
did not hurt anyone. But they wanted to show their 
powers. To send a message.”

“You don’t believe the commies are less of a threat 
today?”

“If you ask me, I would say they are more of a threat. 
They may not have large amounts of land, but where 
they are found, they are a danger.” 

Naxalite. Referring to the various Maoist-inspired 
militant factious groups operating in India, the Nax-
als have waged guerilla warfare against the govern-
ment since the late 1960s. In 2006, former Prime 
Minister of India Manmohan Singh declared them 
as India’s greatest internal threat, even more than the 
separatists from Kashmir. Yet, despite a paramilitary 
campaign beginning in 2009 against these insurgents, 
the Naxalite scourge has not disappeared over the 
years. The threat they pose can have a personal real-
ity to those who live in the eastern Indian states of 
Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, Bihar, West Bengal, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Orissa. During last year’s Indian Gen-
eral Election, then Chief Minister Narendra Modi 
expressed a zero tolerance policy towards Naxalism. 
However, the national government has yet to back 
such a sentiment, instead demonstrating the same 
almost ambivalent response. To this day, the Naxals 
remain ever dangerous and potent. It seems almost 
bloodthirsty after all the blood that has been spilled 
since their advent to call for more force and violence. 
Until no final quarter is given to them, though, the 

cries for dialogue, development, and peaceful reso-
lution will always fail.

Last year, an election of epic proportions took 
place across India. With 800 million registered voters, 
it was an election never before seen on this planet. 
From the plains near Delhi to the sandy beaches of 
the Andaman Islands to villages in the Himalayan 
foothills, a nation proudly proclaimed as the world’s 
largest democracy came together to vote. Almost 
laughable then that one of the most severe domestic 
menaces India faces hails from Maoist groups inhab-
iting the deep jungles along the expanses of the Red 
Corridor - a region in eastern India that suffers from 
the highest illiteracy, poverty, and overpopulation. 
Even more ironic that these belligerents loosely kill 
in the name of a man whose teachings are archaic, 
and who never once set foot in India. 

Enter the Adivasis - the aboriginals of India. They 
comprise nearly nine percent of the country’s enor-
mous population, and many live in the Red Corridor. 
The Naxalites draw heavy numbers from these often 
poor, uneducated, and socially disadvantaged folk. 
As a result, politicians and other advocates are often 
sympathetic to the Naxalites, and believe them to be 
persecuted peoples abandoned by the regime. Jual 
Oram, the Tribal Affairs Minister, spoke recently, “We 
have to go the Naxalites, to tribals and talk to them, 
win them over. The tribals have been cheated...by the 
administration. They have lost faith. That is help-
ing the Naxalites. We have to woo them back.” Like 
Oram, many in government perceive the Maoists as 
a chronic problem, but a group whose members may 
deserve some empathy and rehabilitation. However, 
many of these political leaders fail to acknowledge the 
troubling origins of the Naxalites, and how their ide-
ologies are almost entirely conditioned to bloodshed. 

The crimson backstory of the Naxalites reveals 
their warmongering proclivities, and accentuates 
the necessity to eradicate them in kind. Charu Ma-
zumdar, a Communist revolutionary, authored the 
Historic Eight Documents, in which he urged for 
armed struggle to overthrow the democratic regime. 
His teachings, in turn, largely galvanized the 1967 
Naxalbari uprising. Here in Naxalbari, the insur-
gents would gain their name from this village, where 
a peasant insurrection against landlords transpired 
and blood was spilled. That blood would only further 
attract the bloodthirsty, as various splinter move-

ments of revolutionaries inspired by Maoist dog-
mas formed. The Naxalites were born. Mazumdar 
would become a leader of the Communist Party of 
India, and continued his declarations for disorder. 
Kanu Sanyal, a more passive Communist leader who 
would form an offshoot party from Mazumdar’s, 
also accepted utilizing violence to achieve power. 
In Andhra Pradesh, Kondapalli Seetharamaih led a 
sect of Naxalites known as the People’s War Group, 
which was responsible for brutalities and targeted 
politicians and policemen until the state expelled 
the faction. Hence, each successive iteration, for-
mation, or unholy union only escalated the need to 
employ violence as the modus operandi. Federal and 
state governments alike have designated the Naxals 
as terrorist organizations and declared them illegal. 
Their numbers today are expected to be over 40,000. 
While police operatives have launched continual 
raids to combat these bellicose men, the missions 
have produced mixed results, as these forces lack 
the sufficient resources to maintain the areas they 
ephemerally regain control. In 2010, Sayal committed 
suicide. Before his death, he too began to denounce 
the wanton viciousness of the Naxalites. The bloody 
inception and rise of these terrorists lead to few but 
powerful conclusions: here exist men who cannot 
be turned by the promise of peaceful discussion and 
conflict resolution, and would continuously uphold 
an almost fanatical belief in violence. 

Indeed, the sensitive outlook and lukewarm re-
sponses from those in Delhi deny the stark reality of 
what is actually happening within the forests of the 
Red Corridor, where police bases end and the veg-
etation begin. Therein lies the underdeveloped In-
dia - villages of impoverished, socially disadvantaged 
people with their own laws and kangaroo courts, and 
the lecherous armed insurgents who prey upon them. 
For these self-professed soldiers who supposedly bat-
tle for change bear ulterior motives. Along the Red 
Corridor lies something valuable: the epicenter of 
India’s immense mineral wealth. Modi’s strategy to 
reinvigorate India’s stagnant economy depends on 
the fulfillment of the country’s tremendous energy 
demands for coal, steel, etc. It should seem hardly 
surprising then that the Naxalites gather the greatest 
in the states of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, where 
the brunt of India’s coal reserves and billions upon 
billions of dollars worth of precious minerals are to 

A Redder Corridor:
 Ending Naxal Nefariousness in India
- B. Naveen Kakaraparthi
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be found. Tragically, the regime’s quest for these re-
sources has only produced painful consequences. The 
poverty and illiteracy in this region, some of the worst 
in the country, has created a division between rich and 
poor - a fracture only exacerbated by the pollution, 
displacement, and absence of provisions and support 
for the locals. India might have failed these Adivasis, 
but the Naxals offer no better solution. The parasitic 
insurgents take advantage of the disarray, and draw 
upon the uneducated and disillusioned into their das-
tardly fold. Apart from violence, the Naxalites are not 
merely chanting Mao’s name in the face of imperfect 
democracy. With the manpower they acquire from 
these villages, illegal mineral hoarding, hidden facto-
ries, and territorial ‘taxes’ yield enormous wealth for 
these militants. The Naxals championing the name 
of a dead man are not some relic that has managed 
to survive too long, but well-endowed enemies of 
the state beyond the reaches of the police, drawing 
from a sizeable and susceptible population; and with 
the money to obtain guns and IEDs to murder secu-
rity forces and hinder missions. It becomes painfully 
obvious that the Naxalites are not quixotic freedom 
fighters seeking a glorious future for India. Perhaps 
some of the embittered and naive Adivasis started that 
way, but soon they too will become perverted and 
descend into the moral morass of violence, and the 
power and money that weaponry and violent means 
can sadly accomplish.  

India has paid a terrible price from the Naxalites. 
Tens of thousands of people have died in their wake, 
and their menace can have a very concrete effect on 
friends and family that I felt might otherwise be un-
touched by their influence. Modi’s declaration of a 
zero-tolerance policy, though, has not produced any 
noteworthy results. The latest anti-Naxal strategy only 
includes monetary benefits and promotions for of-
ficers to work in these treacherous areas. Simply put, 
state counterinsurgency response to the Naxalites has 
been flawed and inconsistent for the past twenty years. 
Delhi’s role has been mainly restricted to sending rein-
forcements when absolutely necessary. Furthermore, 
the deployment of these forces is usually for a lim-
ited time frame. Territories freed from the Naxal grip 
soon fall back into their grasp. Fact remains is that 
only a sustained and all-out offensive can truly mow 
down the insurgents. Many claim that such strong 
arm tactics are not the answer, and that solely long-
term regional development and economic bolstering 
can prevent the temptation of joining the Naxalites 
and braking the bloodshed. Yet, the Naxalites have 
developed a notorious reputation for destroying fac-

tories and pipelines, disrupting power supply lines 
and communication, hijacking trains and buses, and 
damaging roads and railroads.  This, of course, on 
top of their exploitation of villagers, illegal acquisi-
tion of vast sums of wealth, and most wickedly, the 
never-ending violence. Only last December, a Nax-
alite attack killed 14 police officials. However many 
cases the Indian media, notorious for underreporting 
the Naxalite impact, fails to mention is unknown. 

And thus, an eye for an eye approach stands as 
the solution. Historically, for India, force has proven 
to be effective. After the 1971 Bangladesh Libera-
tion War, large numbers of Indian military personnel 
congregated on the eastern borders. Indira Gandhi’s 
government used that opportunity to launch a major 
counterinsurgency onslaught across Naxalite-affected 
areas. “Operation Steeplechase” imprisoned tens of 
thousands of suspected Naxalites, including senior 
leaders and commanders, and killed hundreds. While 
Operation Green Hunt began in 2009 across several 
states, a lack of decisiveness and intent led to this 
campaign to be poorly-managed, under-resourced, 
and too thinly stretched. The same manpower and 
money the federal government has mustered to defeat 
insurrectionists in Kashmir has to materialize in the 
Red Corridor. Sending select paramilitary reinforce-
ments are insufficient, since it leaves mere police of-
ficers as the primary defense despite their inabilities 
to combat the Naxalites effectively. 

While total aggression may not be feasible or may 
be shunned, other solutions work as well. Andhra 
Pradesh’s response to the Naxalites should be emu-
lated. Of the states located along the Red Corridor, 
only Andhra Pradesh raised a separate elite com-
mando unit called the Greyhounds to oppose the 
Naxalites in the state. Considered the finest anti-
Naxal force in the country, the Greyhounds operate 
as mirrors to the Naxalites, fighting with a similar 
style of guerrilla warfare as the latter. In addition, 
the Greyhounds possess their own intelligence net-
work and support units. Recruited from the best of 
the state police, they undergo intense training and 
have short, but well paid, tenures. The rise of the 
Greyhounds soon led to a near complete dispersal 
of Naxalites from Andhra Pradesh. While some of 
the other affected states are just now developing their 
own dedicated commando units in the same vein as 
the Greyhounds, these contingents are in the infancy 
stage. The national government should aim to fast-
track the growth of these units.

Only when the bulk of Naxalites are rooted from 
the deep woods can long-term development in the 

Red Corridor come underway. While the popularity 
of Naxals with tribals might indicate the government 
does not pay attention to their plights, the ability to 
obtain easy wealth and power is far more tempting 
than the low-paying jobs or backwards socioeco-
nomic conditions the Adivasis and locals face on 
a daily basis. Adequate employment opportunities 
with higher wages and better standards of living are 
fundamental to quelling any future instances of rebel-
lion against the national government. Obviously this 
hinges on development in the area. However, devel-
opment too has to be handled carefully. It becomes 
rather convenient to establish mining colonies, power 
plants, and similar institutions without having any 
proper arrangements for the resettlement of displaced 
peoples. Culturally, though discrimination has fallen 
over the decades, inequality still remains between the 
tribals and the upper classes. Proper representation of 
the Adivasis may hamper Naxal recruitment of these 
people. These long-term plans will not only eliminate 
any potential for Naxalite (or other insurgent groups) 
recruitment and local agitation, but also improve the 
standard of living across the Red Corridor. 

It seems almost puzzling that a leader like Modi, 
who touts his economic policy, does not decidedly 
seek to consolidate the valuable resources in the Red 
Corridor by vanquishing once and for all the great-
est internal threat India has faced. Modi’s primary 
constituency seems to be more concerned about cor-
ruption, the economy, and social rights. But if the 
latter two are issues the Prime Minister and his gov-
ernment wish to improve, the Naxalite nefariousness 
should become a key priority. The responses that 
exist today are not sufficient. Nobody wants to call 
for more violent force, death, and tragedy, but more 
pleasant solutions are simply unviable. The Red Cor-
ridor must turn redder.
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Naxalite activity (2013) along India’s Red Corridor. 



In January, China’s National Health and Family 
Planning Commission announced that around 0.7 
million among 11 million eligible couples, had ap-
plied to have a second child – an application rate of 
a little more than six percent. This is a significantly 
smaller figure than government’s expectation of two 
million applying couples and an eighteen percent 
application rate. In Shanghai, ninety percent of 
women who reached marriage and child-bearing 
age are eligible, but less than five percent applied 
for permission. The newest policy was greatly ap-
plauded by the public after its introduction during 
the Third Plenum of the 18th Central Committee of 
the Chinese Communist Party in 2013. Why then 
do Chinese parents not want a second child? This 
confounding situation is likely caused by a num-
ber of factors – the additional financial pressure of 
having a second child, the “only child mindset” 
for parents as well as the first child, and women’s 
unwillingness to sacrifice their career.

The widely-known “one-child policy” has 
shaped Chinese society for three decades in urban 

areas. It was introduced in 1978 and enacted in 
1980 to alleviate social, economic and environmen-
tal problems in China caused by the fast growing 
population. By 2011, all provinces in the nation 
had adopted the new policy that allows couples to 
have two children if both parents were only chil-
dren themselves. In 2013, this rule was loosened 
even further: couples in which one parent is an 
only child are now allowed to have a second child. 
The relaxation of the policy over the years is due 
to the nation’s increasingly unhealthy population 
structure. China suffers an aging society and a to-
tal fertility rate far below the “replacement fertil-
ity rate” of 2.1. When the requirements were strict, 
people called upon the government to relax the 
policy. However, now that the government has tried 
to encourage couples to have more children, they 
are not obliging. 

One of the most important reasons for the indif-
ference towards the new policy is the heavy financial 
burden a second child could put on parents. The 
original “one-child policy” was mostly enforced in 

urban areas, which means most of the now eligible 
couples live in urban areas. However, the price of 
raising a child is extremely high in the cities, which 
means that a family may not be able to afford anoth-
er child. The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
reported that until 2005, the average total cost of 
raising a child to sixteen was 250,000 yuan, while 
the average annual income for Chinese citizen was 
less than 20,000 yuan at the time. When accounting 
for higher education, the cost shot up to 490,000 
yuan. This is no longer the situation. Recent on-
line and newspaper surveys estimate that the total 
cost of raising a child through college graduation 
is around one million yuan. In China’s four biggest 
cities, the average total cost may even go up to over 
two million yuan which is more than ten years’ sal-
ary for middle income parents. At the same time, 
the “four-two-one” problem worsens the already 
tight budget, referring to the situation where one 
adult child is left with having to provide support 
for her two parents and four grandparents. As the 
first generation of legally mandated only-children 
came of age and are becoming parents themselves, 
this problem has become more acute than ever be-
fore. These responsibilities in addition to the high 
cost of raising two children have deterred many 
couples from taking advantage of the relaxed policy.

Furthermore, neither parents nor children now-
adays have experienced having siblings. Because of 
the ingrained “only child mindset,” the first child 
may have difficulties accepting the “new” concept of 
having a sibling, and the parents do not know how 
to educate their children and raise them to accept 
having a sibling given their own lack of experience. 
To quote a case from the city of Wuhan, the capital 
of Hubei province in the East of Central China, 
Ms. Xiao was finally pregnant with her second child 
after a year of preparation and effort. While she and 
her husband felt very lucky, their 13-year-old-daugh-
ter strongly “disapproved” of her parents’ decision. 
She skipped school, ran away from home, and even 
threatened to jump off a building in order to avoid 
having a sibling. Ms. Xiao and her husband thought 
their daughter was not serious but later realized the 
gravity of the situation when they found several cuts 
on their daughter’s wrist. After much consideration, 
Ms. Xiao, almost fourteen weeks pregnant, had an 
abortion. This story quickly became the center of 

One-Child by Choice
- Bing Sun
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Chinese public debate online. Not only did people 
pose the seemingly ridiculous question of whether 
parents need their child’s approval to have a second 
child, other similar stories also surfaced. For the cur-
rent generation of children and their parents, being 
or having an “only child” is the only view they have 
of a conventional family. Chinese families are inex-
perienced in dealing with second children and the 
idea of having a second child can have serious psy-
chological implication on both, the parents and the 
children. The “only child mindset” is a big obstacle 
that Chinese families need to overcome.

Lastly, working women are not willing to lose 
their career because of having a second child. Women 
are already discriminated against in the hiring process 
even when they plan to have only one child. Compa-
nies assert that during the pregnancy period, female 
workers’ efficiency is severely hindered, and many 
personnel transfers need to be made for maternity 
leave. In addition, after returning to the working 
place, it takes very long for women to adjust to the 
responsibility of taking care of a child and balancing 
motherhood with their career. From pregnancy to the 
child starting kindergarten, women face hardship bal-
ancing work and family for four years. Most working 
women would not want to take the risk of having to 
deal with these difficulties twice and, sacrificing eight 
years, which may significantly decrease the chance of 
being promoted or receiving a salary raise. 

Couples need to take into consideration numer-
ous factors before having a second child. Thus, one 
cannot blame the eligible families for holding back 
and making a more careful, safe, and prudent deci-
sion. If the Chinese government really wants to raise 
the fertility rate to construct a healthier population 
structure, the relaxation of the “one-child policy” 
needs to be more aggressive. Although it is hard for 
the government to address and change the “only 
child mindset,” it can definitely strive to lessen the 
economic burden of child rearing and raise the status 
of women in the workforce. For the former, substan-
tive preferential policies such as subsidies and tax 
reduction are worth considering. Lowering the cost 
of education would also be an important part of 
lowering the financial burden. In regards to women’s 
status, more legislative effort is required to make the 
Chinese society more equal.
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The biggest surprise of the 2015 AFC Asian Cup, 
the largest international Asian soccer tournament, 
was the Chinese Men’s National Soccer Team top-
ping Group B with a perfect record of three wins 
against heavyweights Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, 
and North Korea. Walking into the Brisbane Sta-
dium on January 22 during the elimination game 
between China and Australia, one could notice a 
sea of Chinese fans wearing red, waving flags, and 
impassionedly cheering for their team. Despite the 
event being held in Australia, it seemed as though 
the game was taking place in China. However, ex-
pectations for the Chinese team were not very high. 
Head coach Alain Perrin, the former manager of 
the established French league team Olympique Ly-
onnaise, had been with China for less than a year. 
Although China lost to Australia, the team’s perfor-
mance under Perrin made the country optimistic. 
This time, Chinese soccer is on the right track to 
revival, but more effort is required if China wants 
to become a strong soccer power in both Asia and 
the world as a whole. 

For years, soccer in China has been a source of 
national embarrassment. The team’s performance 
has been in a downward spiral since making the 
final of the 2004 Asian Cup. China missed quali-
fication for the previous two Asian Cups and only 
just scraped into the 2015 tournament. Perrin’s fa-

mous predecessor José Antonio Camacho, former 
manager of Real Madrid, turned out not to be the 
savior many had expected. Under his leadership 
in 2012, China succumbed to its worst defeat at 
the hands of Brazil (8-0) and found itself at an 
all-time low of 109th position in the FIFA World 
Rankings. Following a shocking 1–5 loss to Thai-
land in 2013, Camacho was relieved of his duties. 
In spite of these setbacks the Chinese President Xi 
Jinping articulated his three wishes for Chinese soc-
cer: qualifying for, hosting, and winning a World 
Cup. Ever since, the revival of Chinese soccer has 
not only been a hot topic of discussion among the 
fans, but has also taken up an important position 
on the national agenda.

Judging by the government’s efforts and the 
development of its professional league, China is 
on the right track. After former President Hu Jin-
tao publicly expressed concern for Chinese soccer 
in 2009, a task force was set up, and they quickly 
concluded that corruption is the biggest hurdle on 
the path of development. Match-fixing and illegal 
gambling syndicates had infiltrated every aspect of 
the Chinese game. In 2010, Vice Chairman of the 
Chinese Football Association (CFA) Nan Yong and 
his predecessor Xie Yalong were arrested for accept-
ing bribes and their knowledge of match-fixing. 
Referees and players were charged with manipulat-

ing matches and gambling, and the government ap-
pointed new officials to sanitize Chinese soccer. Last 
November, the Ministry of Education made soccer 
a mandatory part of physical education class, and 
it promised to help set up more soccer academies. 
On February 27, 2015, China’s central reform group, 
captained by Xi, passed a soccer reform plan, calling 
for soccer to be promoted in schools and marketing 
reform of the professional league to ensure a broader 
base of interest. According to the statement, soccer 
departments are encouraged to take bold steps to-
ward the restructuring of the management system 
and earlier identification of talent.

Besides the crackdown on corruption and the 
policy changes lead by the government, the re-
cent success of Chinese Super League (CSL) clubs 
supported by private investments also shows that 
Chinese soccer is improving. In 2013, Guangzhou 
Evergrande Taobao F.C., jointly owned by Ever-
grande, one of the countries’ biggest real estate com-
panies, and the e-commerce tycoon Alibaba became 
the first Chinese club to win the AFC Champions 
League. CSL clubs spent $128.5 million during the 
past closed winter transfer window, almost double 
last year’s figure, second only to the English Pre-
mier League ($196.50 million) according to statistics 
from German website Transfermarkt. Big names 
like Sven- Goran Eriksson, Fabio Cannavaro, and 
Tim Cahill are all in CSL as coaches or players. 
Although a big part of the success should be at-
tributed to cash-rich clubs importing aging stars 
and big coaches from Europe and South America, 
at least the Chinese Super League attracts far more 
attention nationwide now. People’s enthusiasm is 
not a sufficient condition for the national team’s 
success, but it definitely is a necessary condition.

Despite all the positive signs, more effort should 
be devoted to institutional changes to realize not 
only Xi’s but all Chinese soccer fans’ hopes. In the 
short run, China should expand the size of the 
CFA. Currently, the Association has only 68 staff 
members, which is significantly less than the 120 
and 150 people in its Korean and Japanese coun-
terparts, respectively. The association stresses that it 
values the development of youth soccer. However, 
the entire youth department consists of four staff 
members. The employees complain about being 
on business trips more than 200 days a year and 

Rise of the Sleeping Dragon
- Bing Sun
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The Chinese Men’s National Team during the 2008 World Cup Qualifiers. 
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needing to serve multiples roles at work. First and 
foremost, China certainly needs a better staffed 
agency to ensure future success. 

For long-term development, China should 
abandon the “Soviet Model” of sports develop-
ment in which the sole measure of success is the 
number of medals won. In contrast to the peren-
nial underachievement by the national men’s soccer 
team, China’s Party-controlled, top-down approach 
to sport has yielded some magnificent results in 
individual sports such as table tennis, badminton, 
and diving, helping China top the medal table in 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics. However, this Soviet 
Model has proven catastrophically unsuitable for 
assembling a team of 11 soccer players, much less 
a nation of them. Chinese players’ dominant ad-
vantage in obscure individual sports aligns with the 
mindset that the gold medal is everything. It is not 
surprising that soccer, a team sport that receives two 
medals and a World Cup at most, has not been the 
focus of financial or personnel input. In addition, 
the current young talent selection method does 
not fit the identification of a good soccer player. 
For many individual sports, children who have 
particular advantageous physical attributes can be 
easily identified. After training, those athletes can 
be very successful and guarantee medals in the fu-
ture. However, soccer talent is much more difficult 
to spot and nurture. Local teams are cautious in 
investing money in junior soccer players because 
they do not know whether it will pay off. Without 
losing the dominance in individual sports, China 
must explore other development models for soccer.

The outlook for Chinese soccer is optimistic, 
given the government’s endeavor and the growing 
success of the Chinese professional soccer league, 
but the path ahead is long and full of obstacles. As 
Chairman Mao would say “while the prospects are 
bright, the road has twists and turns.” The agencies 
need to provide better institutional help, the clubs 
need to continue investing capital in the Chinese 
Super League, the development mindset needs to 
change; and the society needs to direct more atten-
tion and show more support. Chinese soccer has 
embarked on its new journey, and hopefully, Xi’s 
wishes will all come true one day. 
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Situated on the treacherous Himalayan moun-
tain range, one would imagine that Nepal would 
have grown adept at handling hostile environments. 
A quick look at Nepal’s rocky political history 
would prove this expectation unmatched. When 
the coalition government of the Nepali Congress 
and the United Marxist Leninist Party came to pow-
er in 2013, Prime Minister Sushil Koirala promised 
that a new constitution would be created by Janu-
ary 22, 2015. With that date far past, Nepal risks 
returning to the violence that plagued the country 
for a decade. While the Nepali government faces 
several factions with various, and often opposing 
interests, it is in its interest to maintain stability 
through rule of law to avoid external influence. As 
advocated by the United Nations Security Council, 
the most effective way to enforce the rule of law 
and achieve the desired stability is to create an in-
clusive constitution garnering the most widespread 
support. In Nepal’s case, this seems to be a lot easier 
said than done.

Nepal has been in a similar situation before, and 
it has often ended disastrously. Following decades 
of direct rule by monarchy, a new movement came 
about in the 1990s. This democratic movement, re-
ferred to as Jana Andolan (meaning “people’s move-
ment”) forced the absolutist monarchy to hand 
over power to the Nepali people and allowed for 
the creation of political parties. From 1990 to 2005 
the country was governed by a royal parliamentary 
system. One of the parties responsible for the Jana 
Andolan, the Communist Party of Nepal, began a 
civil war in a bid to end the monarchy completely 

in 1996. The civil war devastated the country for 
a decade. In 2005 King Gyanendra dismissed the 
elected government and attempted to unilaterally 
defeat the Maoist Communist Party rebels. Follow-
ing the 2006 democracy movement, sometimes om-
inously called Jana Andolan-II, the king reinstated 
the democratic government, which then promptly 
curtailed many of the king’s powers. This brought 
an end to the long civil war. 

In the post-civil war era, Nepal has had sev-
eral different elected governments, each falling to 
achieve lasting stability or passing a permanent 
constitution. Currently Nepal is governed by the 
Interim Constitution of 2007, which was originally 
set to expire May 28, 2010 but has been delayed 
several times since. While Nepal has been largely 
peaceful since the end of the civil war, the lack of a 
clear rule of law has led to deep divisions between 
political parties and risks that the disillusioned par-
ties may once again use violence.

However, what are these deep divisions threat-
ening the use of violence between diverging par-
ties? The Maoists are increasingly disillusioned 
with the democratic process, exemplified in their 
boycott of the 2013 election. The monarchists, as 
the name suggests, would like to see the return 
of an absolute monarchy. The Nepali Congress, 
though a supporter of republican governance, is 
increasingly seen as distant from the lower classes. 
Finally, various ethnic factions, the Madhesi in par-
ticular, have pushed for greater federation of the 
state. This extreme polarization of Nepali politics 
runs the risk of delegitimizing the democratical-
ly (yet hopelessly inefficient) elected government 
and encouraging this return to violence. To make 
matters worse, instability could very well lead to 
foreign intervention by either China, which is be-
lieved to sympathize with the communists. Like-
wise, India, which due to historical agreements 
does not require visas from Nepali citizens, runs 
the risk of receiving large influxes of refugees and 
therefore also intervening. The worst-case scenario 
would be a complete breakdown of government 
with each faction attempting to achieve its aims 
by force coupled with an intervention from both 
China and India. A strong yet inclusive constitu-
tion would allow Nepal to avoid any risk of these 
scenarios entirely.

An inclusive constitution for Nepal requires 
several things. First, the new Constitution will re-
quire the support of both the Nepali Congress (NC) 
party and the Communists, because together they 
represent the two largest interests in Nepal. An-
other group that must be included for a successful 
constitution is the rural peoples that dominate the 
country. Other factions, like the monarchists, can 
be ignored if these critical groups are pleased with 
the constitution. For a constitution to gain the 
support of both the NC and the Communists the 
NC must move away from its image as a distant 
party serving the corrupt elite. If it can be seen as 
a party of the common people it will be easier for 
the Communists to negotiate with them on specific 
issues, and it will also hurt support for the radical 
Maoists that threaten the entire democratic process. 
To gain the support of the rural and ethnic parties, 
the constitution must allow for federalism. This 
federalism most be limited though, otherwise fears 
of the constitution leading to secession will prevent 
its ratification. The path to such an ideal constitu-
tion will undoubtedly be difficult, but must occur.

Any constitution would have to create com-
promise between the interests of the multiple par-
ties. The ideal constitution would include increased 
federalism to satisfy the Madhesi and other more 
separatist groups, while still enforcing a unified 
Nepali state. The constitution would also need to 
continue its guarantees against absolutism, given 
Nepal’s historical tendency to slide from democracy 
back to full monarchy. Finally, the constitution, 
and the governments that preside under it need to 
be both inclusive of the lower castes and also ag-
gressive in campaigning against, both corruption 
and incompetence. With Nepal as deeply divided 
and factional as it is, it seems very difficult to for-
mulate a sufficiently inclusive constitution. How-
ever, achieving any degree of inclusion, and most 
importantly having safeguards against corruption 
and class tension, would help fortify democracy 
in the landlocked state and help prevent further 
violence. The new coalition government must not 
be must not be indifferent or careless in its pursuit 
of a new permanent constitution. Like the famous 
mountains it contains, Nepal is both calm and at 
constant risk of catastrophe.

Trouble in Paradise:
The Need for a Constitution in Nepal
- John Soltis
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Since its independence, Uzbekistan has only 
known Islam Karimov. A former Soviet party leader, 
Karimov deftly navigated the fall of the Soviet Union 
and made the transition from Communist Party pow-
erbroker to become Uzbekistan’s first president. Since 
then, his power has gone unchallenged, and Uzbeki-
stan is a democracy in-name only. But as Karimov 
celebrates his 77th birthday this year, uncomfortable 
questions have begun to arise as to who will follow 
in his footsteps. This February, rumors of Karimov’s 
ill-health touched off speculation over the identity of 
his likely successor. The lack of a clear line of succes-
sion in Uzbekistan could create a power vacuum in 
the country that threatens the stability of the Central 
Asian region, with potentially disastrous consequences 
for its people. 

Although President Karimov has maintained iron 
control over Uzbekistan, his advanced age dictates 
that he will no longer wield power in the not-so-
distant future. However, it is unclear who will follow 
in his footsteps. In years past, the logical successor 
was Karimov’s daughter, Gulnara Karimova. A dip-
lomat, fashion designer, and pop star, Karimova was 
immensely wealthy and believed to be the next in line 
for the presidency. However, she became embroiled in 
a corruption scandal after reportedly accepting a $340 
million bribe from a Swedish telecommunications 
company and is now deeply unpopular among the 
Uzbekistani people. As a result, she has been removed 
from the public eye and is rumored to be under house 
arrest on her father’s orders, thus leaving the field wide 
open for a new successor. One possible contender is 
Rustam Inoyatov, the head of Uzbekistan’s internal 

security service whose control over customs and tax 
revenue makes him a formidable power source. Specu-
lation also centers on Prime Minister Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev, who is thought to enjoy the tacit backing of 
the Russian government. Meanwhile the pro-Western 
Deputy Prime Minister Rustam Azimovis is highly 
popular in Uzbekistan’s capital, Tashkent. 

No legitimate opposition exists; the only parties 
permitted to operate are those loyal to Karimov. Dis-
sidents are jailed immediately and political prisoners 
are routinely tortured. With few means to express 
their opinions, Uzbekistan’s people will play at best 
a marginal role in deciding their next leader. Power 
is also unlikely to pass to President Karimov’s consti-
tutionally designated successor, the President of the 
Senate. The ruling elite have shown a marked disre-
gard for the constitution and Karimov has amended 
it multiple times to extend his time in office. Given 
this precedent, it is clear that Karimov’s successor will 
be chosen based on the machinations of Uzbekistan’s 
leading powerbrokers, and not popular opinion or le-
gal requirements. This failure to give the Uzbekistani 
people a voice in their future will not only consign 
them to an uncertain future; it is certain to stir up 
conflict among Uzbekistan’s neighbors.

Given these parameters, Karimov’s successor 
will fall into one of two categories: a strongman will 
emerge and seize power, or a compromise candidate 
who is acceptable to all the major players will be placed 
in the presidency. Both outcomes contain the seeds of 
domestic chaos in Uzbekistan. A strongman will need 
to fend off challenges to his power, and a compromise 
candidate will have to establish their own power base 
or risk becoming a pawn of someone stronger. These 
conflicts will undermine the Uzbekistani government’s 
cohesion, and could threaten to spill out into open 
conflict. This threat is exacerbated by the fact that 
the Uzbekistani elite are well-armed and well-funded 
thanks to Uzbekistan’s plentiful sources of cotton, 
gold, and natural gas. The proceeds from the export 
of these resources have been largely concentrated in 
the hands of Uzbekistan’s rulers, which gives them the 
leverage needed to fund government intrigue. Uzbeki-
stan is also a crucial ally of the West, since its border 
with Afghanistan makes it an important transit point 
for NATO hardware and military which supplies sup-
port for the war. As a result, Uzbekistan has received 
generous military support in exchange for aid in the 

War on Terror. In January of 2015 alone, Uzbekistan 
received more than $300 million of armored vehicles 
from the United States. Should a bid to control Uz-
bekistan’s presidency escalate into outright violence, 
the factions involved will have no shortage of weap-
ons and funding at their disposal thanks to Western 
largesse. Moreover, an attempt to overthrow a sitting 
dictator in Central Asia could serve as an example for 
the people of neighboring ex-Soviet republics who are 
under the yoke of their own dictatorships. A localized 
war could set the region back decades economically 
and politically if it becomes a regional conflagration.

Even if political unrest in Uzbekistan does not 
spill out into open warfare, it could still dangerously 
destabilize Central Asia. Uzbekistan serves as a crucial 
link between Afghanistan and the West, with many 
NATO supplies arriving through an Uzbekistani 
airbase in Temrez. But prolonged succession-related 
conflict in Uzbekistan could force the closure of this 
link, and cause NATO and the Afghan government 
to rely more heavily on supply routes from Pakistan. 
Given Pakistan’s own internal troubles and fractious 
relationship with Afghanistan, this could imperil the 
stability of the latter’s government. A rocky transition 
could also have an unsettling effect on other neigh-
boring countries. Uzbekistan is not the only country 
with an autocratic leader and an unsettled succession. 
Kazakhstan is facing a similar situation, where Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev— two years older than 
Karimov— has no designated successor to rule his 
increasingly prosperous nation. Unrest in Uzbekistan 
would likely generate a number of refugees in neigh-
boring countries, and given that many of these neigh-
bors enjoy an uneasy relationship with their Uzbek 
minorities, the ugly possibility of ethnic conflict arises. 

With no clear successor to Islam Karimov waiting 
in the wings, the specter of political instability will 
hover over Uzbekistan and the entire Central Asian 
region. The easiest way to avoid this impending crisis 
would be for Karimov to begin implementing demo-
cratic reform and open the political process to the 
opposition. While the Uzbek people would likely ap-
preciate these developments, this possibility is remote 
given the tenacity with which Karimov has clung to 
his office. Instead, the best the world can hope for is 
an orderly transition from one autocrat to another. 
This appears to be the only way that Uzbekistan can 
avoid imperiling peace in Central Asia.

Unknown Unknowns:
The Impending Succession Crisis in Uzbekistan
- Jon Vreede
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Pheung Kya Shin, exiled to China for six years, 
has returned to Myanmar. Since his return as lead-
er of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance 
Army (MNDAA) there has been a sharp upswing 
in civil unrest, with thirteen clashes between the 
MNDAA and the Myanmar government in the first 
two weeks of February alone. A rush of refugees into 
China caused by the violence along the Myanmar-
Chinese border has led to a rare scolding from the 
Chinese government. But China’s position is unclear, 
as murky ties exist between the rebels and Chinese 
officials. All this comes as a recent pipeline agreement 
between Myanmar and China has given the latter 
enormous sway in Burmese policy. As Myanmar 
struggles with the rebels and its quest for democracy, 
it should be wary of the amount of power China has 
in its economic and political affairs. Rather than 
allow China to muddy the waters with the rebels, 
Myanmar should focus on replacing China’s aid with 
its own through economic advancement and less-
ening its influence through democratic transition.

The questionable relationship between the 
MNDAA and China complicates the situation 
between the rebels and the Burmese government. 
MNDAA is composed of the Shan minority ethnic 
group, one of many ethnic groups in the highly frag-
mented country, and is distantly related to the Han 
Chinese. The MNDAA grew out of the Chinese-
backed Communist Party of Burma (CPB,) which 
went defunct in 1989. In the aftermath of the recent 
clashes, China strongly reprimanded Myanmar, with 
Hua Chunying, the spokesperson of Chinese Foreign 
Ministry, stating, “China is concerned about the 
Myanmar situation… [and will] maintain the peace 
and stability of the China-Myanmar border.” This 
irritation at the influx of Burmese refugees suggests 
that China has little patience with the MNDAA’s 
actions. The rebels, however, see China as an ethnic 
relative and ally; a rebel leader even goes so far as to 
claim a shared Chinese heritage. Beyond rhetoric, 
the rebels are also known to be using Chinese tele-
communications, weapons, and business and family 
networks in Yunnan Province along the Myanmar-
China border. Yunnanese officials themselves are 
thought to be aiding the rebels. This dichotomy 
between the official line of the Chinese government 
and the rebels’ supply chain suggests that Myanmar 
should be wary of China’s motives for intervening 

in political and social affairs.
Beyond China’s suspect loyalties to the rebels, 

they also have economic concerns intertwined with 
Myanmar’s that give them far too much power in the 
country. Between 2008 and 2009 agreements were 
made between China and Myanmar to build gas and 
oil pipelines, which would run from China through 
Myanmar to the Bay of Bengal. The pipelines, com-
pleted in 2014, sparked intense controversy in Myan-
mar, as many were concerned about the amount of 
pull the Chinese had in their government’s policies. 
Furthermore, in order to build the pipelines through 
the restive northern regions, currently erupting with 
violence, the Chinese government gave the rebel 
groups millions in social and economic aid, includ-
ing funding to improve primary education. This 
economic stake in Myanmar’s politics and history 
of directly funding the rebels gives China an unac-
ceptable amount of say in Myanmar’s policies. Addi-
tionally, it further confuses China’s relationship with 
the MNDAA, and makes its loyalties even less clear. 
Myanmar’s first step regarding China should be to 
not accept any further social development aid. The 
pipeline agreement cannot be undone, but Myanmar 
should distance itself from any further intrusions 
into its economic sphere by China. 

Considering both China’s suspect allegiance with 
the rebels and the amount of meddling it has done 
in Myanmar’s affairs, Myanmar should take action to 
replace China’s influence with its own programs and 
policies. Other than not accepting any further social 
aid from China, Myanmar should focus primarily 

on its own economic development by strengthen-
ing institutions, building infrastructure, and sup-
porting international investment. Though economic 
independence is a long road, Myanmar’s outlook is 
made more positive by a recent visit to the country 
by Hillary Clinton, which suggests that if Myanmar’s 
democratic transition continues it can bring in aid 
from the Western powers. A strengthened economy 
will allow the Burmese government to be less depen-
dent on China’s aid, and begin replacing the social 
development funding contributed by China with 
its own programs. Not only will this policy lessen 
China’s supremacy in the area, it will also help draw 
the rebels back into the main political system and 
improve negotiations. Furthermore, an improved 
official economy will clarify the rebels’ political posi-
tion, as it is currently made convoluted by their ties 
to drug trafficking in the Kokang region from which 
they hail. With a stronger legitimate economy it will 
be easier for the Burmese government to trust that 
the rebels have a reasonable political agenda that can 
lead to negotiation. Politically, Myanmar’s position 
as a democracy is unsteady, which increases its vul-
nerability of interference by outside parties. In this 
situation Myanmar could simplify its own situation 
by not trusting Chinese political and military ad-
vice and instead focus on its bottom line: peaceful 
democratic transition. 

The situation with the rebels in Myanmar is 
clearly complicated, but would have a better out-
come if Myanmar distanced itself from China. Not 
only are its loyalties and motives unclear, but it also 
holds an enormous amount of power in Myanmar 
and is specifically involved with the rebels. Myan-
mar cannot cut all ties with China, but it can fo-
cus on economic advancement and begin replacing 
China’s aid with its own development programs. A 
stronger Burmese economy will also improve the 
political situation with the rebels and thus lessen 
China’s political influence. Without complications 
from China, the situation with the rebels will be 
clearer and Myanmar will be more able to shape its 
own path and continue on its road to democracy. 
While China’s political advice and economic aid may 
seem beneficial in the short run, Myanmar should 
neither trust the former nor depend on the latter if 
it hopes to advance.

Friend or Foe?
The Dangers of China’s Role in Myanmar
- Marnie Ginis

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Farmland outside Lincang, Yunnan, where a Burmese 

air raid killed four earlier this spring. 

24   //   ASIA



In recent years, China has experienced a dramat-
ic surge in acts of terrorism, a troubling trend for 
both Chinese citizens and Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) authorities. The most recent incident, a knife 
attack at a Guangzhou subway station on March 6th 
that injured nine civilians, marks the latest in a series 
of violent attacks across Chinese cities in 2014. The 
attacks were officially blamed on religious extrem-
ists and separatists from the Uighur ethnic group in 
China’s Xinjiang Autonomous Region. The Chinese 
government responded with a sharp crackdown on 
Uighurs’ civic and religious freedoms along with in-
creased police action against Uighurs in Xinjiang, 
practices China will further intensify after declaring 
a renewed emphasis on “strike hard” strategies for 
2015 in January. While this policy may appear to en-
hance short-term stability by stifling dissent, Beijing’s 
heavy-handed repression and disregard for Uighur 
identity in Xinjiang will only further alienate the 
Uighur population and incite greater anger towards 
the Chinese government, counterproductively raising 
China’s risk of terrorism in the long term. For China 
to win its “war on terror,” it must be willing to not 
only liberalize its Xinjiang security policy but also ad-
dress the underlying ethnic tensions and marginaliza-
tion of minorities in Chinese society that exacerbate 
China’s terrorist problem. 

Much of the tension in Xinjiang is rooted in 
identity differences and engrained socioeconomic 
inequalities between the Uighurs and Han Chinese. 
The Uighur people who inhabit China’s western-
most regions are ethnically closer to Central Asians 
rather than East Asian peoples. They speak a Turkic 
language, are mostly Sufi Muslims, and follow tradi-
tional customs and distinct patterns of dress. These 
identities contrast sharply with the mostly Mandarin-
speaking, atheistic Han Chinese who make up 90% 
of the nation’s population and hold a majority of 
political offices. Although Xinjiang and its Uighurs 
have been a part of China since its conquest by the 
Qing Dynasty in 1759, they enjoyed a greater degree of 
autonomy and intermittent periods of independence 
prior to Xinjiang’s subjugation by the CCP in 1949, 
after which CCP leaders kept tight control over the 
Uighurs in Xinjiang. 

Since the mid-20th Century, the Uighurs’ status 
in their homeland has dramatically declined. Uighurs 
comprised 90% of Xinjiang’s population in 1949, but 

after economic investment in Xinjiang and the result-
ing westward migration of many Han Chinese, the 
demographic balance has shifted to approximately 
45% Uighur and 40% Han. In the face of Han cultural 
imperialism, newfound competition for jobs and re-
sources in Xinjiang, widespread ethnic discrimination 
against Uighurs, and deepening societal disparities 
between the two groups, many Uighurs in Xinjiang 
have become discontented with CCP rule. The anti-
Uighur discrimination is also institutionalized at the 
highest political levels: CCP actions contradicting 
central tenets of Uighur identity in Xinjiang have 
included destroying or restricting access to Islamic 
mosques, outlawing Muslim participation in Rama-
dan, banning Muslim women from wearing veils in 
public, and stamping out Uighur language instruction 
from Xinjiang schools in favor of Mandarin. From 
these targeted policies, it is clear that China’s leaders 
consider extremism and regime opposition linked to 
Uighur identity. 

To some Uighurs, this level of overwhelming 
hostility and pressure to assimilate into mainstream 
Chinese society invokes a desire for a return to the 
independence and self-rule of Xinjiang’s past, a senti-
ment that has contributed to the resurgence of sepa-
ratist-motivated violence committed by Uighurs. The 
current anti-terrorism policy debate in China fails to 
even acknowledge these deep-seated injustices as po-
tential causational factors for anti-CCP or anti-Han 
terrorism in Xinjiang, exposing a fundamental flaw 
behind China’s misguided and ineffective attempts to 
fight terrorism by terrorizing the Uighur population. 
Addressing these preexisting ethnic issues in Xinjiang 
society, which originally caused Uighurs to become 

disaffected and disproportionately drawn to terrorist 
activities in the first place, is a necessary first step for 
China to reduce the danger from religious or separat-
ist extremism in the long term.

The means by which China is forcefully attempt-
ing to quell terrorism in Xinjiang – with a renewed 
“strike hard” campaign of aggressive preemption that 
violates many of the Uighurs’ basic rights and free-
doms– is inherently problematic. When the “strike 
hard” policy was first introduced in May 2014, Chi-
na focused on swift police actions including Uighur 
home raids, mass arrests, expedited trials, and mass 
sentencing of suspected “extremists” in Xinjiang. In 
the first month alone, the state’s uncompromising 
implementation resulted in 380 arrests, 13 executions, 
32 “violent terrorist gang” breakups, and 264 explosive 
confiscations. However, even as the Chinese govern-
ment’s security apparatus amplifies its punishing ad-
ministrations in Xinjiang with more frequent police 
actions and more severe sentences to suspected “sep-
aratists” than ever before, the increasing number of 
reported violent incidents each quarter indicates that 
such forceful tactics are counter-effective and actually 
increase the occurrence of terrorism in China. When 
the Chinese government first implemented its “strike 
hard” policy in 2013, the total number of incidents 
in Xinjiang per quarter averaged at 300; in the last 
quarter of 2014, however, after an escalated crack-
down and renewed repression of Uighurs, the num-
ber had increased sharply to over 900 violent clashes. 
The Chinese government’s use of force clearly elicits 
a negative reaction in Xinjiang; instead of reducing 
terrorist activity by stifling extremists and molding a 
more placid Uighur population, Beijing’s policy ag-
gravates China’s terrorism issues by inciting greater 
Uighur hostility and resentment of China’s targeted 
ethnic discrimination against Uighurs. 

China’s “war on terror” in Xinjiang, a battle fought 
through restrictions on the Uighur people’s civil lib-
erties in conjunction with aggressive police action, 
is destined to be a losing one until the Chinese gov-
ernment adopts less oppressive policies in its dealings 
with the Uighurs. The use of excessive force against 
them is only adding fuel to the fire, so it’s time for 
Beijing to rethink its actions in Xinjiang and work to 
eliminate societal inequalities there before the situa-
tion further worsens ethnic tensions and risks threat-
ening CCP rule with long-term social unrest.

Ethnic Tensions in the Chinese West
- Megan Cansfield
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On September 18th, 2013, Tony Abbott was 
sworn in as Prime Minister of Australia, defeat-
ing incumbent Kevin Rudd. His rise to power was 
not greeted with much enthusiasm, since, as for-
mer Prime Minister Bob Hawke said, “This was 
an election that was lost by the government more 
than one won by the opposition.” Tony Abbott has 
shown himself to be stunningly out of touch over 
the policies that matter to the Australian people, 
displaying consistently offensive and bizarre be-
havior whenever cameras are around. Regardless of 
political preferences, Abbott has shown himself to 
be completely unsuited for the position he holds. 
A recent poll showed that only 24% of Australians 
approved of his performance in office, placing both 
the opposition leader Julie Bishop and Communi-
cations Minister Malcolm Turnbull of his own party 
above him as their preferred choice for Prime Min-
ister. That is a terrible showing for a sitting prime 
minister, and speaks to the failures of his adminis-
tration. Now, Abbott needs to step aside to allow 
his party to move on without him.

Tony Abbott’s recent string of strange politi-
cal moves shows just how out of touch he is. For 
years, individuals across Australia’s political spec-
trum have decried Australia’s pseudo-colonial re-
lationship with the United Kingdom. Despite all 
this, Abbott recently saw fit to knight Prince Philip, 
the Queen of England’s husband. Not only had an 
Australian knighthood not been awarded in de-
cades, but Abbott resurrected it seemingly for the 
express purpose of riling up the “liberal media.” 
This lack of political aptitude has infuriated the 

Australian public. Abbott’s incomprehensible side 
reared its head again when he was asked what his 
government’s crowning achievement for women 
was in 2014. He quipped, “As many of us know, 
women are particularly focused on the household 
budget, and the repeal of the carbon tax means a 
$550 a year benefit for the average family.” His in-
ability to come up with a single action that directly 
furthers the cause of women’s rights, coupled with 
the sexist nature of his comments, shows Tony Ab-
bott’s lack of political savvy. Abbott has also repeat-
edly shown his inability to represent Australia in 
the international community. His weak diplomatic 
abilities were on full display at the G20 summit in 
2014. At a closed door meeting with world leaders 
on the topic of climate change and renewable en-
ergy sources, Abbott stated that he would “like to 
stand up for coal,” and despite many attempts to 
sway him, held his ground on the matter as other 
heads-of-state worked towards a renewable energy 
agreement. These kinds of statements and inability 
to negotiate when appropriate is hurting Australia’s 
image both at home and abroad, and destroying the 
credibility of Australia’s high office.

Adding to the almost comical downward spiral 
of the Abbott Administration is the incredulous lack 
of consistency on matters of policy. When running 
for high office in 2013, Abbott himself promised no 
cuts to education, healthcare, public broadcasting 
services; no increases in the personal tax; and no 
changes to pensions. In just under a year and a half 
since his inauguration, Abbott has announced $80 
billion in cuts to education and healthcare services, 
a $40 billion cut to Special Broadcasting Service and 
ABC (Australia’s premier broadcasting networks,) 
increased income taxes on individuals making over 
$180,000 annually, and diminishing age and disabil-
ity pensions starting in 2017. These broken prom-
ises do not include the countless others made by 
his closest advisors. These inconsistencies show a 
troubling pattern of almost nonexistent communi-
cation between Abbott, his top advisors, Members 
of Parliament, and legislative aides, indicating that 
it is time for his party to leave him behind.

Perhaps what will be most remembered about 
Tony Abbott’s time in office is his propensity to get 
in trouble with cameras around. The man’s track 
record of colossal public relations nightmares date 

all the way back to 2011, when footage surfaced of 
him making light of an Australian soldier’s death 
in Afghanistan. When questioned about the com-
ments, Abbott famously nodded his head in silence 
for 28 seconds straight. Things have not improved 
much since he has taken office; in February of 2015, 
Abbott accused his predecessors’ of engineering a 
“holocaust of jobs” in front of a full session of Par-
liament. Most recently, while on a tour of a remote 
Tasmanian farm, he took a bite out of a whole on-
ion in front of his entire press corps, to the horror 
of his advisors. Such behavior is surprising and 
unbefitting of a sitting Australian Prime Minister. 
When on official business, Abbott’s manners, cu-
linary or otherwise, are under heightened scrutiny 
as a reflection of the people of Australia. Abbott’s 
inability to carry himself in a dignified manner is 
unfortunate and is reason enough for the Liberal-
National party to seek his replacement.

Abbott has shown himself to be a completely 
incompetent leader and has made the office he 
holds the laughing stock of the country. Though 
Abbott survived a motion to spill the leadership in 
early February, the very fact that it went to a vote 
shows a stunning lack of confidence in him among 
members of his own party. Now is the perfect time 
for Abbott to take a page from Margaret Thatcher’s 
book and resign as public sentiment turns against 
him. Unfortunately, Abbott has repeatedly stated 
he will not resign from high office. Despite all evi-
dence to the contrary, Abbott has stuck to the no-
tion that he is the right person to lead the Australian 
government. This absolute resolve to stay in office 
will likely keep Abbott around for some time to 
come. Though it is in their best interests to be rid 
of his as soon as possible, party leaders have shown 
some willingness to work with the Prime Minister 
on some pressing matters. Ultimately though, he 
will probably be sacked as the next general election 
nears. While Abbott has the chance to exit as the 
graceful Prime Minister who recognized the tide 
turning against him, his stubbornness will instead 
secure him a place in history as the shameless man 
who clung to power with no hope of saving his 
sinking ship.

The Onion Knight: 
The Rise and Fall of Tony Abbott
-Vineet Chandra
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Recently in Pakistan, Patari, a new website dedi-
cated to streaming Pakistani music, has gone online. 
Patari is the Pakistani answer to Spotify. The website 
design is slick, creative, and most of all provides a 
platform for Pakistani artists to promote and show-
case their music. Patari could be a potential game-
changer for the music industry. Many artists will 
finally deservingly be brought out of obscurity and 
will get to share their music with their fans, and 
will also likely gain fair compensation for their tal-
ent. The Pakistani music industry is in a dramatic 
decline and Patari attempts to fill the gaping hole 
in the industry created by government neglect and 
public apathy. As optimistic as one can be about 
the new website, it certainly is not the answer to 
all of the problems associated with the Pakistani 
music industry. This truly is a tragic state of affairs 
for a country that has no dearth of talented musi-
cians, most of whom get few opportunities to make 
a career out of their art. The Pakistani state and 
society have a responsibility to protect, promote, 
and preserve its culture, and allowing the death of 
the music industry is unacceptable. The state and 
the civil society must invest in its artists in order to 
make sure enough music is produced and consumed 
to do justice to the creative talent in the country. 

Pakistan has an incredibly rich history and cul-
ture of music. From the traditional Qawwalis to 
Western-inspired rock and modern Indie, Pakistani 
music has always produced top quality artists and 
still continues to do so. Singers like Ustad Nusrat 
Fateh Ali Khan were revered around the world and 
bands like Junoon and Vital Signs packed entire 
stadiums. However, due to neglect by the state and 
civil society, the lack of security, a lack of perfor-
mance venues, a ban on YouTube and the languish-
ing record labels with empty coffers, professional 
production of music has been scarce. Artists cannot 
find the funds to produce their music and make a 
living of their skill. 

To give credit where due, certain segments of 
society have managed to form a small, close-knit 
and talented communities of musicians. In Lahore, 
the True Brew record studio serves as a place where 
nascent artists can perform to crowds and record 
music. True Brew played a vital role in supporting 
new artists, bringing new talent into the spotlight. 
Kuch Khaas in Islamabad provides space for public 

discourse, civic engagement, and entertainment. 
Artists from Islamabad often perform at the venue 
and record music videos there. Lussun TV, an on-
line channel for Indie music, occasionally gets art-
ists to perform at their The Drawing Room Sessions 
which gives otherwise obscure artists exposure to 
the public through live video recordings. Private 
companies in Pakistan also endorse music shows. 
Coke Studio Pakistan is now running its seventh 
massively successful season which brings together 
artists from across the country, traditional and con-
temporary alike to record singles. The private sector 
and certain individuals committed to promoting 
the creative industry have contributed to the main-
tenance of the Pakistani music industry, however 
a lot more needs to be done as the music industry 
of a country of over 180 million cannot survive 
on a few small initiatives. The country needs bet-
ter facilities and well-funded institutions that can 
produce a consistent output and encourage more 
consumption. 

 There are very few venues within the major 
cities of Pakistan dedicated to music performance. 
Aspiring artists and amateur musicians from the cit-
ies do not have any avenue through which they can 
test their talent and get their music out to people. 
The ban on alcohol in Pakistan means there are 
no bars and music clubs out in the open where 
people can go and expect to find local talent. The 
few clubs that do exist are pushed underground, 
as they have to be secretive if they are to function 
as conventional clubs where alcohol will be con-
sumed. Pakistani civil society will need to work 
around the ban on alcohol and set up more venues 
where the public gets exposed to new music and 
artists have the opportunity to share their music 
and make money. The very few music venues that 
do exist are those where the audience hears about 
them through word of mouth. More public music 
festivals need to be arranged, and the artists should 
be well compensated. The reason for the lack of at-
tention given to the already scarce music venues is 
poor marketing due to the lack of funds available 
and the fear of evoking a reaction from religious 

fanatics – who have a tendency to take the law into 
their own hands in Pakistan.

Yet despite all the setbacks and obstacles they 
face, young Pakistani artists continue to find ways 
in which they can make a name and career for 
themselves through music. It is, in fact, the tenu-
ous political situation in Pakistan that encourages 
some of these artists to continue to struggle and 
work in a field that is not lucrative. Music is the 
youth’s answer to extremism in the country. This is 
perhaps why there has been a number of fresh artists 
to come out of Peshawar, a city in the north of Paki-
stan notorious for its Taliban problem and constant 
suicide bombings. Young artists like Khumariyaan 
from Peshawar have brought back traditional in-
struments such as the rubab into mainstream music 
to reclaim their rich culture from the extremists. 

The Pakistani public is still uncomfortable with 
purchasing music online and the few record labels 
that remain exploit illiterate artists through deals in 
which they sell their rights and do not collect royal-
ties for their material. Yet the musicians have still 
attempted to bring about a renaissance. Karachi is 
becoming the Indie capital of the country, boasting 
a large variety of sound reminiscent of the size and 
diversity of the megacity. The community of artists 
in the country is very small and close-knit, and it is 
remarkable to see how bands and artists support and 
promote one another. Despite the resilience shown 
by the artists, the Pakistani government does noth-
ing to promote and fund its own music industry.

Just recently, seven Pakistani artists were fully 
funded by the US State Department and sent by 
the US Embassy in Islamabad to perform at the 
South by Southwest music festival in Austin, Tex-
as. Meekal Hassan, part of the SXSW Pakistani 
performance and member of the Meekal Hassan 
Band, lashed out at the Pakistani government while 
preparing to perform in Austin. He said that the 
Pakistani government “provides no funds for sup-
porting performing arts.” Meekal Hassan further 
went on to complain, “It is a matter of deep concern 
that our own government does absolutely nothing 
to spread Pakistani culture and the Americans are 
the ones who are more concerned about bringing 
our art out to their country.” The artist’s grievances 
are a very unfortunate reality in Pakistan. Pakistan 
is in an anarchic state and is unable to provide ba-

Melodies in the Time of Anarchy:
Renaissance of the Pakistani Music Industry
-Sharik Bashir

           Music is the youth’s answer     
           to extremism in the country.”
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sic rights such as security to its citizens. Instead of 
trying to support the music industry in Pakistan, 
the government only serves to repress it by ban-
ning YouTube due to the upload of a 2012 video 
deemed offensive to Islam. Not only has society as 
a whole deteriorated in this state of anarchy, but art 
and creative expression has taken one of the worst 
hits. It has been severely neglected and left to fight 
for its own survival. The government must start to 
take more responsibility if the country is to have a 
robust music industry. 

The government needs to provide security at 
concert venues, fund the building of concert halls 
and theatres, and support artists travelling to other 
countries and spreading Pakistani culture across 
the world. City governments need to be more en-
terprising and organize free public music festivals 
that would help promote new artists and create a 
strong culture of music in the country. If the gov-
ernment can take these measures, it would encour-
age Pakistanis to get involved in music because 
they will see opportunity in the industry. Music 
in Pakistan cannot survive solely on the efforts of 
certain committed individuals and private com-
panies. Music production and consumption needs 
to move out of the underground clubs and secret 
venues and more into the mainstream. Pakistanis 
need to restore pride and take ownership of their 
own culture. Without a concerted effort from the 
public and the government, it is not possible for 
the Pakistani music industry to survive. To let it 
die would be a grave injustice.

28   //   ASIA



Among the coalition governments around the 
world, few seem more unlikely and more imbal-
anced than the strange marriage of Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s increasingly militaristic Lib-
eral Democratic Party (LDP) and the Komeito, a 
pacifist party loosely affiliated with the Buddhist 
Soka Gakkai sect. The LDP, having dominated Japa-
nese post-war politics since its founding with only 
five years out of power since 1955, seems to have 
little need of a coalition at all, while Komeito seems 
an odd choice of partner. Yet the LDP-Komeito 
coalition has been unchanged since 1999, at great 
benefit to both parties. Komeito votes give the LDP 
a two-thirds majority in the lower house of the 
Diet, allowing them to overrule the upper house, 
where their control is more tenuous. On the other 
hand, the partnership with the LDP has propelled 
the small quasi-religious party to the forefront of 
national politics, marketing themselves as the “con-
science of the LDP” – a safe choice for fiscally con-
servative but anti-militarization voters. Recently, 
however, the relationship has come under greater 
strain than ever before as the coalition leaders clash 
over attempts to expand the domestic and interna-
tional role of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces (JSDF.) 
Frustrated by the constraints of the coalition, the 
LDP has seemed increasingly willing to strong-arm 
or sidestep their junior partner rather than reach a 
compromise. Without more willingness on the part 
of the LDP to concede to Komeito, the relation-
ship will continue to fray – perhaps to the point 
of breaking – with severe consequences for the Abe 
government and Japanese politics at large.

Paradoxically, recent years have seen simultane-
ous increases in Komeito’s leverage over the govern-
ment and Prime Minister Abe’s unwillingness to 
compromise with his partners. Many Japanese who 
support the administration’s economic reform pro-
gram – frequently dubbed “Abenomics” – have been 
increasingly ill at ease with Abe’s continued focus 
on issues such as constitutional reform and remili-
tarization. For these voters, the coalition presents 
a reassurance against any drastic action the Prime 
Minister may take unilaterally. In last December’s 
snap election, for example, nearly eight million vot-
ers who supported an LDP single-member district 
candidate voted Komeito on their regional ballot – 
roughly a third of the 26 million voters who backed 

the governing coalition. And while the election was 
ostensibly a victory for the coalition as a whole, Ko-
meito’s capture of several seats at the LDP’s expense 
reflects a growing public demand for Komeito to 
reel in the government’s priorities.

Yet the Abe government has ignored these elec-
toral warnings and taken an even more uncompro-
mising stance in his dealings with Komeito Presi-
dent Natsuo Yamaguchi. The parties’ primary point 
of conflict – broadening the role of the JSDF – have 
seen the LDP almost entirely overrule their partner 
in the recent intra-coalition negotiation of a draft 
bill on overseas JSDF peacekeeping deployments. 
In a meeting with Yamaguchi in early March, Abe 
casually remarked that the JSDF discussions should 
be “left up to the experts,” to which Yamaguchi – a 
former junior minister in the defense ministry – 
replied “I’m also an expert.” This and similar inci-
dents indicate that Abe does not view Komeito as a 
partner he needs to compromise with or genuinely 
consult. Indeed, on March 20th, a browbeaten Ko-
meito begrudgingly approved the LDP’s proposal, 
having only succeeded in watering down the word-
ing. The bill is expected to go before the Diet by 
this summer.

Though it may not seem immediately appar-
ent, given the fact that the LDP has a majority 
in the lower house of the Diet without relying on 
Komeito support, a breaking of the coalition could 
significantly destabilize the Abe Cabinet. Should 
the Prime Minister eventually decide to eject the 
dissident pacifists from the government or an ex-
asperated Yamaguchi decide to strike out on his 
own, it would mark the LDP’s total rejection of all 
hope for compromise on issues of national secu-
rity. The result would be a widening gulf between 
Shinzo Abe and the public who, polls indicate, are 
already wary of his military policies. The fact that 
one-third of LDP voters also voted for Komeito in 
2014 suggest that an unchained LDP would face a 

downward spiral of public opinion, discouraging 
the government from considering further painful-
but-necessary economic reforms. 

Also of concern are the future of recent party-to-
party talks between the coalition and the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP,) geared toward easing ten-
sions between the two countries. Given the CCP’s 
healthier working relationship with the militariza-
tion-averse Komeito, it seems unlikely that direct 
negotiations between China and a Komeito-free 
Abe government would reach any meaningful dé-
tente. Worse still is the possibility that the LDP, 
in an effort to restore their two-thirds majority, 
would pursue a coalition with the far-right Japan 
Innovation Party, which could further refocus the 
administration, sacrificing economic goals for a 
more nationalist agenda. 

In order to avoid an LDP-Komeito split and its 
potential consequences for Japanese economic and 
foreign policy, it is crucial that Shinzo Abe be will-
ing to offer more substantive policy concessions to 
his junior partners. While the LDP lacks neither 
the seats nor the will to enforce its platform uni-
laterally, sustaining an amicable and cooperative 
relationship with Komeito – “the conscience of the 
LDP” – is key to maintaining the trust and support 
of the general public. By compromising on major 
points of contention over the JSDF and elevating 
the profile of Komeito policymakers in the coali-
tion’s decision-making process, Abe could restore 
a healthy working relationship with his allies. Do-
ing so would not only be politically expedient, but 
would reassure the public that he is still the Prime 
Minister they elected to reform the economy, not 
the military.

Friends Like These:
Why Shinzo Abe Needs His Pacifist Coalition Partners
-Trevor Grayeb
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Fundamental to the creation of the fragile Eu-
ropean Union was assurances of representation and 
state sovereignty within the new organization. The 
inability to strike an effective balance between Eu-
ropean and national authority has plagued the EU 
since its inception. Yet throughout the tumultuous 
formation, European leaders always reaffirmed the 
importance of the democratic process in the EU. 
Yet in recent years, the political tensions, pitting 
Germany against periphery member states such as 
Greece, have arisen entirely due to economic con-
cerns. The recent decision by the European Central 
Bank (ECB) to begin quantitative easing in the 
Eurozone, for years a monetary decision off-limits 
to the Bank, has redirected fury against politicians 
towards bankers.  To many, the actions of Ma-
rio Draghi, head of the European Central Bank, 
carry more weight than the pressroom sound bites 
handed out by German legislators. The public and 
media’s focus on the actions of bankers, and not 
politicians, has drawn cries of foul play, as it seems 
that the ECB is making up, or breaking, regula-
tions as they go. With each new strategy designed 
to combat Europe’s economic woes, more and more 
policy decisions are being made by unelected econo-
mists, an undemocratic affront to the self-governing 
principals that the EU has been so committed to 

maintaining. What critics fail to recognize is that 
the ECB’s breadth of involvement stems from the 
fundamental goal of the Eurozone: an integrated 
continental economy. In the context of such a de-
sire, the power given to the ECB, and the manner 
in which the ECB molds governmental policy, is 
the proper method of ensuring regional economic 
success in a rapidly changing world economy.

Critical to the international standing of the Eu-
ropean Union was the creation of the Eurozone. 
A monetary union, consisting of countries agree-
ing to maintain a single, unified, legal tender and 
a unified monetary policy, is not a new idea in 
Europe. Attempts to create a monetary union in 
Europe have been made since the 1970s, with vary-
ing levels of short term success. Leaders see such 
a plan as an effective method to stimulate intra-
European trade, create a powerful economic bloc 
in world trade negotiations, and perhaps most im-
portantly, foster a sense of risk and loss that would 
propel members of the EU to buy into sharing the 
burdens necessary to create success. The Eurozone 
has been the most successful attempt, as nineteen 
of the twenty-eight EU states use the euro as their 
currency and subscribe to the monetary policy of 
the ECB. Critically, the EU lets the member states 
dictate their own fiscal policy. The exchange rates, 
interest rates and amount of money in the economy, 
all of which are vital in the health of international 
trading and financial markets, are left to the ECB. 
But budgets and their resulting deficits, taxation 
policies, and government expenditures are left to 
the member states.

The resulting balance between EU power and 
national self-determination has been a headache 
for leaders across the EU. When Greece’s economy 
collapsed as a result of their shoddy financial deci-
sion making, sending interest rates for its bonds 
to record highs, it was the ECB, authorize by the 
EU that had to provide funds to bail them out. A 
few months after the issues that sparked the Euro 
crisis, it became apparent to international investors 
that the Eurozone was not a collection of individual 
states unified in belief about both goals and the cor-
rect path to achieve them. In theory, a body of laws 
constraining the size of annual deficits would keep 
fiscal policy from deviating too far from the norm 
across Europe. In practice, these regulations were ig-

nored immediately, flouted by the countries whose 
financial credibility was most suspect in the EU. 
In many countries, the politics of reelection took 
precedence over sound economic footing.  Now 
Germans are fed up with the lax fiscal discipline that 
lead to a foundering economy in much of Europe, 
but have chosen the ECB, and not irresponsible 
governments, as their target. The decision to allow 
quantitative easing in the Eurozone, a controversial 
policy designed to jump start a stagnant economy 
while allowing governments to avoid economic re-
form for the near future, has infuriated the German 
people. With Germany shouldering the burden of 
leading economic recovery in the Eurozone, the 
unilateral decision by Draghi, an Italian, seems 
too much to bear.

The ECB’s attempts to revitalize Europe’s econ-
omy are a curious target for German anger. Each 
action the ECB has taken to stop a cascade of gov-
ernmental defaults and the Eurozone’s dissolution 
has been as a last resort. Governments have been 
unable to police themselves. Germans demand eco-
nomic success and individual national accountabil-
ity, but attack the central bank’s attempts to stimu-
late the economy. The Greek crisis woke investors 
to the pitfalls of mismatched fiscal policy across 
Europe. Resistance to the ECB’s current policies 
fundamentally undermines its legitimacy at a time 
when the ECB must lead the fight for new regu-
lations in the Eurozone. If a successful Eurozone 
is a goal of Germany, than more power, not less, 
must be placed in the hands of the central banking 
authority. The failures in Greece, for example, di-
rectly affected the interlinked economies all across 
Europe. The fiscal and monetary policy balancing 
act has been an abject failure in Europe. A single 
currency must have serious central banking regu-
lation, with serious controls on the budgets across 
the continent, to ensure that the monetary union 
is healthy. Without common regulatory laws and 
institutions, the incentive to ride on the economic 
success of others is too great, and will lead to fur-
ther Grecian collapses. Ultimately, the goal of the 
ECB is a healthy and functioning Eurozone. Their 
means to achieve this goal are limited, and instead 
of bemoaning their attempts, it would better serve 
Germany to provide the ECB with the tools to 
regulate wayward governments. 

Draghi in the Crosshairs: 
German Austerity Hawks Go Hunting
- Daniel Hecker
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The response to the recent terror attacks in 
France has varied widely. Some right-wing parties 
have pushed for measures to prevent immigration, 
while others have suggested limiting the freedom of 
the press to avoid provoking extremists. However, 
these proposals do little to address the root causes 
of the attacks and will do even less to prevent future 
violence. France’s strategy for protecting its citizens 
must be twofold: First, France must fully integrate 
its Muslim community into French society in order 
to end the alienation and radicalization of its Muslim 
population. Second, the French government must 
increase intelligence funding to tighten the gaps in 
France’s security infrastructure. 

France and its citizens have alienated the French 
Muslim population. This environment has fostered 
the rise of extremism and antagonism between the 
largely secular French population and Muslim citi-
zens. Since the attacks on the satirical magazine 
Charlie Hedbo and a Jewish supermarket, violence 
against Muslims and the targeting of mosques has 
escalated. However, this trend was seen even prior to 
the attacks. According to a 2013 poll conducted by 
the French Institute of Public Opinion, 59 percent 
of French citizens believe that discrimination against 
Muslims has been on the rise in France. This reveals 
that the average French citizen is not doing enough 
to create a welcoming community for those of the 
Muslim faith. It is up to the citizens of France, for 
the unity of their Republic, to welcome their fellow 
Muslim citizens into their communities.  

France must also address the structural inequali-
ties in its social and labor systems that have given rise 
to extremism. In a 2010 study, Stanford political sci-
ence professor David Laitin described some of these 
inequalities. According to Laitin, a French Christian 
of African heritage is two and a half times more likely 
to be called back after an interview than a French 
Muslim with the same background and qualifica-
tions. Laitin also observed that among a group of 500 
Senegalese immigrants, second-generation Muslim 
households made 400 euros less per month than 
their Christian counterparts. The marginalization of 
French Muslims is particularly evident in the Paris 
suburbs, also known as the banlieue. Residents of 
the banlieue are mostly of African or Muslim heri-
tage, and 39 percent are under 25 years old. Youth 
unemployment in many of these suburbs reaches 40 

percent, which is twice the national average. 
It should be no surprise that the Muslim youth 

of France are disposed to mocking the ideals of the 
French Revolution. “Liberty Equality and Fraterni-
ty” are nowhere to be found in their communities or 
in their relationships with other French citizens. The 
government should repeal unnecessary and alienat-
ing laws, such as the burqa and niqab bans, as well 
as do more to penalize businesses that engage in 
discrimination. The implementation of these poli-
cies would be a productive step in eliminating the 
marginalization of the French Muslim community 
and in creating an environment that does not breed 
radicalization. 

The marginalization of France’s Muslims has 
grave implications for France’s national security. U.S. 
President Barack Obama and Secretary of State John 
Kerry have both described how Europe’s inability 
to accommodate its Muslim communities has led 
to the rise of extremist sentiment and could pose 
a national security risk to the continent. Obama 
highlighted this threat during a press conference 
with British Prime Minister David Cameron, stat-
ing that United States’ “biggest advantage [in coun-
tering radical Islamist violence] is that our Muslim 
populations, they feel themselves to be Americans,” 
and that Europe’s lack of integration is “probably 
the greatest danger that Europe faces.” This problem 
will only become more relevant in France, which has 
one of the biggest Muslim populations in Europe—
a community which, according to Pew Research, is 
projected to grow.

Along with further integrating the French Mus-

lim community, in order to combat this potential 
national security threat, France must allocate re-
sources to fill in gaps in its intelligence sector. Spe-
cifically, one of the largest unaddressed problems in 
France’s intelligence network is the radicalization of 
inmates in the country’s prisons. Experts have de-
tailed how prisons in general are notorious hotbeds 
of recruitment for terrorists. However, this is espe-
cially problematic for France’s prison system, which 
is greatly understaffed and has a majority Muslim 
population. Prison guards are not trained to deal 
with radicalization, even though this problem has 
been apparent for at least a decade. According to a 
leaked 2005 government report, the government 
called radicalized prisoners “time bombs” once they 
are released. The government must improve gaps 
in prison guard training and increase the number 
of prison guards. These measures will increase the 
government’s ability to monitor a central threat that 
is operating within its own borders.

The problem of radicalization in prisons is mere-
ly indicative of the insufficient funding in France’s 
intelligence network. According to CNN, budgetary 
constraints have forced the intelligence community 
to prioritize which individuals it chooses to monitor, 
and sometimes, terrorists can slip through the cracks. 
This may have occurred in the cases of Cherif and 
Said Kouachi, the individuals responsible for the 
Charlie Hedbo attacks. The brothers were at one 
time under surveillance, but France eased the level 
of monitoring once the two were no longer consid-
ered a security priority. An anonymous intelligence 
official best described the lack of sufficient surveil-
lance resources in France: “There are far too many 
of them, and far too few of us.” France must take 
steps to correct this imbalance. 

In response to the recent attacks in Paris, France 
must implement measures to integrate its Muslim 
community as well as increase funds to eliminate 
holes in its intelligence network. Detractors may 
claim that France has always been a secular nation, 
and therefore has no responsibility to accept pub-
lic religious expression.  However, France has also 
historically aimed to provide security to its citizens, 
and in order to deter further radicalization, France 
needs to be willing to change course. For its own 
sake, France’s stance on religion needs to shift from 
dogmatic secularism to religious tolerance.

France Post-Charlie Hebdo:
A Balanced Anti-Terror Approach 
-Daniel Karr
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The fate of the biggest island in the world is un-
certain. The past 50 years have seen Greenland be-
come more and more autonomous from Denmark. 
Its current government rose to power on a separatist 
agenda. The prospective exploitation of the region’s 
largely untapped natural resources gave substance 
to dreams of a Greenlandic nation-state. But the 
recent collapse of oil prices has called into question 
the economic viability of an independent Greenland, 
whose government largely relies on Danish funds for 
fiscal solvency. If Greenland is to achieve the inde-
pendence it deserves, it must support itself with a 
sustainable economy. 

The case for an independent Greenland rests on 
cultural, geographic, and historic arguments. The vast 
majority of its inhabitants (89 percent) are indigenous 
Inuit Greenlanders, who have continuously lived on 
the island for thousands of years. Since the end of 
WWII, Greenlanders have overwhelmingly favored 
the devolution of political power from Denmark. In 
1953, Greenland was technically de-colonized when it 
was integrated into Denmark as a municipality. The 
Danish government adopted a policy of assimilation, 
which ultimately backfired by motivating a surge of 
Greenlandic identity. This led to the 1978 referen-
dum, where over 70 percent of the islanders voted 
in favor of home rule, gaining their own parliament 
and control over education, health, fishing, and the 
environment. In 2008, on the 30th anniversary of 
home rule, over 75 percent of Greenlanders voted for 
further autonomy in the form of “self-rule”, giving 
Greenland control over its courts, police force, coast 
guard, as well as increased participation in foreign 
policy and a larger share of its oil revenues.

The strongest argument against Greenlandic inde-
pendence is and has always been economic. Unionists 
argue the island cannot sustain itself. Its economy is 
dangerously uniform, with 89 percent of its exports 
coming from fishing, 10 percent from mining, and 
less than 1 percent from other industries. This, com-
bined with rising unemployment rates (estimated at 
9.4 percent in 2013, twice the 2011 rate), have made 
economic growth and diversification a top priority 
for the island.

Therefore, the most important part of the 2008 
referendum was its sound plan for the economic in-
dependence of Greenland. It established that Copen-
hagen’s annual subsidy of 3.4 billion Danish kroner 

was to be reduced by half of Greenland’s surplus rev-
enue from natural resource extraction until it reached 
zero. The basis for this plan was the island’s huge hy-
drocarbon potential. In 2008, when crude oil prices 
peaked at $145 per barrel, the U.S. Geological Survey 
estimated Eastern Greenland alone contained up 
to 31,387 million barrels of oil and oil equivalents. 
Greenland was set to become 50% richer and 100% 
self-sustaining through the creation of new industry, 
at its own pace.

In 2014, however, the prospect of Greenland’s oil-
driven economic boom was prematurely disrupted 
by the sharp decline in oil prices, and with it, the vi-
ability of independence. With current prices hovering 
at around $50 per barrel, and no evidence to suggest 
$100+ barrels in the foreseeable future, the exploration 
and exploitation of Greenland’s oil reserves will sim-
ply not be profitable. Without oil revenue, Greenland 
remains dependent on Copenhagen’s subsidy, which 
currently represents 24 percent of Greenland’s GDP 
and pays for about half its public spending. 

The 2008 economic arrangement is still relevant. 
Even though it was clearly drawn up with oil in mind, 
Greenland has other untapped riches it can turn to. 
In 2013, the Greenlandic parliament decided to use its 
newly acquired self-rule powers to allow for uranium 
mining, effectively repealing a 1988 Danish ban on 
the extraction of radioactive material. There was sig-
nificant opposition to the decision on environmental 
grounds from Denmark, the EU, and international 
NGOs, who claimed uranium mining could jeop-
ardize the livelihoods of indigenous Greenlanders. 
Such concerns are clearly misplaced, considering the 
Parliament of Greenland is controlled by Inuit par-
ties. If anything, it is a prime example of how Euro-

pean interests are incongruent with Greenland’s and 
often directly opposed to the prospect of economic 
independence. If Europe wants to treat Greenland 
as a natural reserve, then it should be prepared to of-
fer economic incentives that rival potential revenues 
from natural resource extraction. This is not unprec-
edented (Norway pays Liberia to stop deforestation) 
and could provide a more sustainable, dignified al-
ternative to Copenhagen’s quasi-colonial subsidies.

There is no reason why Greenland should limit 
itself to offsetting said subsidies with natural resource 
extraction alone. The island is well-suited (and very 
appropriately named) for a green economy. For ex-
ample, the government estimates that 70 percent of 
Greenland’s energy requirements are met by renew-
able sources. Due to geography, Greenland has tra-
ditionally relied on oil for local energy generation. 
In the past decade, however, it has tapped the power 
of its melting glaciers by investing heavily in hydro-
power, which is both renewable and cheaper than 
oil. These projects have helped balance the country’s 
current budget and created local jobs. In addition, 
Greenland has yet to tap its full potential for tourism. 
The region’s spectacular scenery and historic sites at-
tracted some 80,000 tourists in 2013 for dog sledding 
tours, ice cap treks, wildlife spotting, iceberg watch-
ing, and hiking trips. With proper marketing and 
investment in transportation infrastructure, Green-
land could easily emulate the success of its neighbor, 
Iceland, whose similar attractions bring in over half 
a million tourists per year, which account for 6% of 
GDP and a whopping 23.5% of its export revenue.

Greenland’s underdeveloped economy remains a 
vestige of colonialism. Although the island’s political 
independence can only be fully realized through eco-
nomic independence, neither should be tied to Dan-
ish handouts or oil prices. To exchange one homog-
enous, vulnerable economy for another is not only 
impossible, but also undesirable. Instead, Greenland 
should seek to build a diverse, robust, self-sustaining 
economy that takes full advantage of all its profit-
able resources. Where possible, renewable indus-
tries should be encouraged, but the islanders can and 
should use their autonomy to decide for themselves 
where the line between economic growth and envi-
ronmental protection should be drawn. If Greenland 
plays its cards correctly, its future will not only be 
independent, but also long and prosperous.

Shrimp, Uranium, and Icebergs:
The Road to a Sustainable, Independent Greenland
-Gianluca De Gasperi Delpino
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Greenland National Day celebrations on the first 

anniversary of self-rule. 
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Despite its conclusion nearly seventy years ago, 
World War II continues to have an emotional and 
disruptive impact on the European art community. 
Relatives of prominent Jewish art collectors are still 
fighting for works of art that were stolen from their 
families by the Nazis during the Third Reich. And 
while many countries have passed laws to help make 
restitutions, these laws do not always achieve their 
intended purpose. Efforts to recover from one of the 
most tragic episodes in European history often prove 
futile for victims’ families when these vital measures 
are not continually upheld. 

This is especially true in the case of Erich Lederer, 
whose father purchased the famous Beethoven Frieze 
by Gustav Klimt in 1915. When the Austrian govern-
ment went to return the series of frescoes to Erich Le-
derer after the war, the government prohibited Lederer 
from transporting the Frieze to his home in Switzerland 
due to the country’s export ban. The law allowed Leder-
er to claim the Frieze, but forbade him from removing 
it from Austria. When his numerous efforts to petition 
the government for the Frieze’s return failed, Lederer 
eventually gave up and sold the Frieze to Austria in 
1973. Ever since this unfortunate transaction, Lederer’s 
heirs have engaged Austria in a legal battle to return 
the paintings, claiming that Lederer was forced to sell 
the Frieze for half its monetary worth because of the 
frustrating limitations of the export ban. On March 
6, 2015, an Austrian advisory panel, comprised of res-
titution law specialists, ruled that the frescoes should 
remain in Vienna despite the 2009 update to the coun-
try’s restitution laws. This update aims to return art 
sold under the very conditions to which Lederer and 
the Beethoven Frieze were subjected. Since Austria 
promised to follow the panel’s recommendations, the 
government will clearly act in violation of the country’s 
newest restitution laws and disregard the initiatives that 
promised to honor the victims of the Holocaust. The 
Austrian panel of art restitution was wrong to suggest 
the Beethoven Frieze by Gustav Klimt should not be 
returned to the heirs of its original owners as their de-
cision clearly violates these restitution laws.

The Secession Building, which currently houses the 
Beethoven Frieze, issued a statement before the deci-
sion stating that Erich Lederer “acted neither under 
‘constraint’ nor under ‘pressure’ when he concluded 
the agreement in which he sold the work to the Re-
public of Austria.” Indeed, the sale might have been 

legal, but Lederer only gave up his prized possession 
after a hopeless, tedious fight with government offi-
cials. Austria repeatedly refused to hand over the fres-
coes after the war despite acknowledging that Lederer 
technically owned the paintings. Officials charged him 
a fee to store the works in an Austrian palace because 
the Frieze was still Lederer’s property. Furthermore, 
after repeatedly filing for exit permits for nearly thirty 
years, Lederer felt that his only option was to sell the 
Frieze in 1973. In other words, even though the Aus-
trian government did not hold the proverbial knife to 
Lederer’s throat, the government certainly left Lederer 
with no viable alternatives for the Frieze to remain in 
his personal possession. Because the 2009 revision is 
intended to protect owners hindered by the unreason-
able export ban, the panel clearly did not take these 
restitution efforts seriously.

When Lederer sold the Beethoven Frieze, Aus-
tria only paid a fraction of the artwork’s worth. Le-
derer sold the Frieze to the state for the equivalent of 
$750,000, although its value could have been as high 
as $2 million. Lederer voluntarily participated in the 
negotiation process, leading officials to continually 
dispute the claim that the Austrian government forced 
Lederer to sell the Frieze at an unreasonably low price. 
But the circumstances, again, were not in Lederer’s 
favor. He may have had the legal rights to the Frieze 
in 1973, but Lederer did not have possession and gave 

up under the assumption that his efforts to regain the 
Frieze were futile. Therefore, his leverage during the 
sale was minimal and these negotiations were con-
trived because Lederer was already dispossessed before 
the transaction occurred. This disadvantage highlights 
the fact that the Beethoven Frieze was sold well below 
its worth, which is enough to return the Frieze to the 
Lederer heirs according to the 2009 restitution law. It 
also shows that Lederer was pressured into selling the 
Frieze despite claims that coercion did not corrupt the 
1973 transaction. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, the advisory 
board also claims that the sale “didn’t occur under du-
ress.” The Journal also stated that his request had been 
pending since the initial petition for the sale in 1967, 
which was realized six years later in the 1973 transac-
tion. The Austrian government dragged out the selling 
process in an inefficient and detached manner, and 
giving minimal attention to Lederer’s request, made it 
incredibly difficult for Lederer to negotiate a fair sale. 
Moreover, negotiations could not have been particular-
ly effective or balanced if Austria did not demonstrate 
a serious willingness to achieve closure, especially since 
Austria ultimately benefitted from this sale.

However, it was never in Austria’s best interest to 
relinquish the Beethoven Frieze in terms of maintain-
ing its art collection. The Frieze is considered to be 
one of the most important paintings of the country’s 
cultural heritage, and Austria has already lost 50,000 
objects after returning them to the families of their 
original owners since the 1990s. This includes another 
prized Klimt painting titled “Portrait of Adele Bloch-
Bauer,” which famously sold for $135 million when it 
was returned to the Jewish heirs of the Bloch-Bauer 
family after a long and arduous legal battle. But the 
Lederers, like the Bloch-Bauers, should not have faced 
such staunch opposition in these restitutive efforts, 
especially when the rule of law promotes fair resti-
tution. No object, whether it is a small trinket or a 
twentieth-century masterpiece, should be denied to its 
rightful owners or their heirs when historical evidence 
demands otherwise and the provenance is undisputed. 
If Austrian art panels continue to issue such erroneous 
recommendations and the government continues to 
execute these suggestions, then the concrete measures 
that aimed to rectify one of the darkest chapters in 
European history will soon become arbitrary means 
of self-service and half-hearted reparations.

The Beethoven Frieze’s Inharmonious Finale
-Katherine Mercieca
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“A kiss for the whole world,” from Gustav Klimt’s 

Beethoven Frieze. 
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The European Union has not had it easy in 2015. 
On January 25th, Greek voters went to the polls and 
elected the left-wing Syriza party to power, sending 
a strong message to the EU that austerity policies 
in a deeply depressed economy could no longer be 
supported. In the past few weeks, the war in Ukraine 
has become even more violent and dangerous. While 
both of these crises threaten the European Union’s 
safety, Greece’s situation might be the most harmful 
to the future of the EU as it stands. If the leaders of 
Greece and the European Union do not find a mid-
dle-ground between complete austerity and greater 
government spending, Greece’s empowerment could 
spread to the other European countries in similar 
situations (e.g., Portugal, Spain, and Italy), thereby 
threatening the financial structure of the European 
Union as a whole.

Greece elected Syriza and its leader, Alexis Tsip-
ras, with a clear mandate to end the austerity policies 
that the troika—the EU, IMF and European Central 
Bank—imposed  on the country after the financial 
collapse of 2007. Greece’s massive debt forced the 
country to seek a bailout from Europe, and Europe 
agreed to support Greece only if they significantly cur-
tailed public spending. Such bailouts also applied to 
the other countries mentioned above. By 2015, how-
ever, Greece could no longer sustain such hamstrung 
policies. Austerity measures have caused Greece to 
lose about 25% of its GDP and pushed unemploy-
ment rates up to 25%.

While Greece and the troika agreed to a four-
month bailout extension at the end of February, the 

lack of a long-term agreement does not solve the 
philosophical disagreement over how to approach 
this crisis. Greek citizens have voted in Syriza and 
Tsipras as backlash to these austerity policies, and 
Europe’s requirements for continuing aid deeply 
conflict with this mandate. The troika demands 
that Tsipras accept the current terms of the bail-
out. In fact, on February 4th the ECB attempted to 
demonstrate its strength to the finance minister by 
reinstating a rule that inhibited Greek banks from 
using bonds issued or guaranteed by the Greek 
government as collateral for loans (a provision that 
had previously been waived). The negotiations have 
only become more hostile. Since the extension, 
Tsipras and others have mentioned unpaid repa-
rations from World War II as a basis for debt for-
giveness. This heightened rhetoric reinforces the 
troika’s belief that austerity measures are the only 
solution to the Greek financial crisis, and Greece’s 
growing desperation.

But Greek citizens will not accept such terms, 
and Tsipras, as their leader, will not capitulate either. 
The prime minster and his deputies have consis-
tently called for laxer policies including further debt 
restructuring, continued financing of the Greek 
government with fewer conditions until the econ-
omy becomes healthier, and fewer administrative 
reforms. The troika must accept Tsipras’ popular 
mandate (his party received one vote short of a true 
majority in parliament) and support a compromise 
plan. Tsipras, however, must also recognize that the 
troika, with the support of the most economically 
powerful country in Europe, Germany, will not 
completely capitulate. While he may not appease 
the Greek people entirely with a compromise, they 
might forgive him if economic growth follows.

The consequences of the two sides entrench-
ing are dire. Most importantly, a Greek exit (aka a 
“Grexit”) could severely threaten the future of the 
European Union. Many financial contracts would 
not be completed, risking the world market losing 
confidence in the EU. According to the Finan-
cial Times, “it will unmask a hidden truth: that 
the monetary union is just a beefed-up fixed-ex-
change system.” Combined with the current lack-
luster growth of the Eurozone, the economy could 
not sustain a Grexit. Some critics have argued that 
the ECB has built up enough reserves to weather 

a Grexit, but financial markets are too unstable 
and uncertain to trust that confidence will remain. 

Secondarily, if Greece does exit the Eurozone suc-
cessfully—something possible if managed correctly—
other EU members facing deep austerity measures 
(Portugal, Spain, and Italy) could be empowered to 
leave as well. While unlikely, the magnitude of such 
an event is so catastrophic to the future of the Euro-
zone that policymakers must consider the possibility. 
Spanish voters have demonstrated support for anti-
austerity political parties: in just one year Podemos, 
Syriza’s equivalent in Spain, has grown from not even 
existing to a close second in opinion polls for the 
country’s December 2015 election. If this rapid growth 
continues as the election nears, Podemos could fol-
low in Syriza’s path. Both Spain and Greece’s refusal 
to accept the troika’s solutions would decimate the 
market’s confidence in the Eurozone and threaten its 
future. The Greek government and the troika must 
work with each other to find a compromise, rather 
than support irreconcilable proposals.

Alternatively, policymakers and economists strict-
ly advocate for austerity measures to solve Greece’s 
and other EU member states’ debt problems. Sup-
porters argue that because of Greece’s massive debts 
and poor administrative structure, the current bailout 
conditions are the best reforms to ensure the long-
term health of the Greek economy. Citizens must 
sacrifice short-term economic security for the overall 
health of the country. But this view is simply unsus-
tainable. The Greek people cannot continue to suffer 
through this period. With the high unemployment 
and almost nonexistent public services, Tsipras and 
the Greek government cannot support such poli-
cies any longer. The only long-term solution now is 
to relax the bailout constraints without eliminating 
them completely. 

Syriza’s rise to power and the growth of Podemos 
in Spain clearly demonstrates that the citizens most 
affected by austerity will no longer accept such drastic 
policies. The richer, more powerful members of the 
EU cannot continually impose these paternalistic and 
harsh conditions to bailouts without populist politi-
cal backlash. However, a full elimination of the EU’s 
requirements would allow the same situations that 
caused the current crises to arise again. The leaders 
of Greece, and possibly Spain, must strike a compro-
mise. It is the only sustainable and equitable solution.

Greece and Syriza:
The Future of the European Union
-Matt Rosenthal
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Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis at a meeting 

with his German counterpart. 
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In October 2013, 366 Syrian asylum seekers 
drowned off the coast of Malta after being targeted 
by Egyptian human traffickers.  Fast forward one 
year to October 2014, where more than 165,000 
irregular migrants attempted to cross the Mediter-
ranean Sea to Europe from Syria and Eritrea, many 
dying along the way.  More recently, on February 9, 
2015, twenty-seven migrants died of hypothermia 
after being abandoned near Lampedusa, a small 
island off the coast of Italy.  These twenty-seven 
migrants were part of a group of 105 Syrians taking 
refuge on an inflatable raft 100 miles from Italian 
territory.  With the weather conditions just above 
freezing and waves up to eight meters high, the 
migrants’ fate was almost inevitable. 

This kind of situation is not unheard of in the 
Mediterranean.  Asylum seekers from Syria, Alge-
ria, Tunisia, Libya, and other nearby countries have 
flocked to European Union countries as a result of 
recent turmoil in their home countries. In the past 
twelve months, about 150,000 migrants fleeing vio-
lence in the Middle East and the Horn of Africa 
have been rescued by Italian ships.  Territories and 
countries such as Lampedusa and Malta have been 
overrun by migrants taking so-called temporary ref-
uge and have become bottleneck areas for migrant 
flow.  In Syria especially, the brutal civil war has 
contributed to the huge influx of migrants seeking 
safety in Italy. According to Eurostat, Syria has one 
of the highest numbers of EU asylum applicants, 
with 50,000 applicants in 2013 alone. Middle East-
ern and African migration to Italy and its neighbor-
ing countries raises a number of politically charged 
questions.  For example, should the countries af-
fected spend millions on search and rescue opera-
tions, deportations, and reintegration programs? 
And is the influx of migrants the responsibility of 
the European Union or of the states affected?  

The termination of a key European Union-
funded, Italian-run Mediterranean coastal zone 
migration program called Mare Nostrum (“Our 
Sea”) may be directly correlated to the escalation 
in migration flows. While it was in effect, the pro-
gram was estimated to have saved the lives of at 
least 150,000 refugees.  Mare Nostrum was essen-
tially a bridge between Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management (ICZM) tools and their actual effect 
on the ground. The project’s leaders posed Mare 

Nostrum as a protection program for the Mediter-
ranean coastline carried out mostly by the Italian 
navy.  However, the Mare Nostrum was essentially 
a search-and-rescue program for asylum seekers 
headed towards the coastlines of countries along 
the Mediterranean basin.  The Italian navy was 
even equipped with specific vessels built for carry-
ing migrants in various conditions back to Italy or 
other bases.  The project was terminated as a result 
of funding depletion and complaints from Italian 
right-wing politicians, amongst much protest and 
anger from human rights groups.  Mare Nostrum 
was then replaced by a more limited scheme, a Eu-
ropean Union funded, Frontex-run border control 
operation titled “Triton.”  The limited effectiveness 
(as seen by the decreasing number of supplies allot-
ted and subsequent decrease in rescues) of Triton 
has been made clear by the recent developments 
in migration across the Mediterranean. The Italian 
navy has hinted that despite the failures of Triton, 
it has no intention of standing down on the issue 
and will continue its expansive search-and-rescue 
efforts. These actions are not financially sustainable 
for states to bear alone, which is why the European 
Union must reconsider its coastal zone migration 
plan.  Additionally, Mare Nostrum must be rein-
stated if the migration situation in the Mediterra-
nean is to be ameliorated.  Geographically, Greece 
and Italy are major entry points for migrants, and 
are subsequently vocal advocates for burden shar-
ing.  However, Italy and similarly affected countries 
have not had much luck with funding requests, 
as the European Union continues to back Triton. 

The question of responsibility is one that con-
tinues to plague member nations of the European 

Union.  For Mare Nostrum and Triton, the Euro-
pean Union assumed full financial responsibility. 
However, many prominent EU figures argued for a 
state-funded system, despite the requests for burden 
sharing from target countries, like Italy and Greece.  
Along the same lines, the concept of burden shar-
ing and financial responsibility brings about the 
concern of who is paying for these programs and 
how much they are paying.  While active, Mare 
Nostrum cost an estimated $9 billion per year, and 
with immigration rates and subsequent death rates 
escalating quickly, the cost for border protection 
programs is likely to increase as well.  It is extremely 
difficult for a single country or a small set of coun-
tries to sustain this cost long-term without any im-
mediate returns. While countries such as Italy are 
continuing their individual efforts for now, these 
unofficial programs are likely to be discontinued 
due to a lack of funding.  Additionally, these coun-
tries must decide what happens to the hundreds of 
thousands of people who seek asylum.  The cost of 
sending them back is too great to bear in the long 
run, but the process of granting refugee status and 
instigating societal integration is extensive, expen-
sive, and largely unrewarding.  The European Union 
is in dire need of an efficient program that will be 
cost-effective as well as in accordance with human 
rights agreements.  As of now, the European Union 
has maintained that it is happy with the progress 
of Triton, and there are no changes to the program 
in the works.  However, the Italian navy has made 
it clear that it sees the need for a more expansive 
and effective program, and it expects the European 
Union to financially back its efforts.  

The refugee situation in the Mediterranean is 
quickly escalating and it is evident that the Euro-
pean Union is ill equipped to handle such a massive 
influx of people.  Until the European Union accepts 
that its programs are substandard and reforms its 
policies for dealing with incoming asylum-seekers, 
high-inflow areas such as Lampedusa, Malta, Italy, 
and Greece will continue to be overwhelmed by 
migrants, and tragedies will continue to plague the 
Mediterranean basin shores.

Land Ho:
The Journey of Migrants to Italy
-Sindhu Kadhiresan 
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Syrian asylum-seekers huddle aboard a Triton rescue 

ship. 
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Everybody knows the most important tourist 
sites of Paris. When traveling, one would see the 
Eiffel Tower, the Luxembourg Gardens, and the 
Louvre. What one might not know is that under-
neath most of northern and part of southeastern 
France is trillions of cubic feet of natural gas. France 
possesses one of the largest natural gas reserves in 
Europe, second only to Poland. This supply could 
support France’s energy needs as well as its neigh-
bors for many decades through hydraulic fracturing 
or fracking. However, the environmental and safety 
risks of fracking should outweigh the economic 
benefits in the long run. 

Unlike the US, France has been much more 
reluctant to make any major policy decisions in 
favor of natural gas extraction, mostly due to the 
environmental and health concerns. In fact, there 
has been strong opposition from both the govern-
ment and the public. According to the French news 
agency France24, only 24 percent of the French 
public supports fracking, and the government even 
called a moratorium on all natural gas drilling and 
exploration in 2013. France is able to do this because 
of its large nuclear power plants, which make up 
more than 70 percent of its current energy market.

The biggest argument against drilling is the en-
vironmental and safety risks associated with frack-
ing. France has not conducted much research on 
fracking, having instead watched the effects of the 
process in the United States. In many cases, the 
results have been negative. Chemicals from the 
fracking process have been linked to skin, brain and 
nervous system diseases, which will create higher 
medical costs. Wastewater from fracking can leak 
into and contaminate water supplies. Furthermore, 
methane, one of the gases produced by fracking, 
is 72 times more potent than carbon dioxide as 
a greenhouse gas even though it dissipates more 
quickly. Furthermore, all of these factors negatively 
impact ecosystems that allow humans to carry out 
their lives. All of these hazards will only add to the 
adverse impact humans have had on climate.

Along with the safety and environmental prob-
lems, France already obtains most of its energy 
from sources that do not harm the environment as 
much as fracking. As of October 2014, 75 percent of 
France’s energy comes from nuclear power, which it 
is also planning to reduce to 50 percent in favor of 

alternative energy such as solar, wind and hydroelec-
tric power over the next eleven years. Despite claims 
from the Groupement des Entreprises Parapétro-
lières et Paragazières (GEP) and the Association des 
Techniciens et Professionnels du pétrole.(AFTP), 
France’s oil and gas lobby, fracking produces more 
pollution than most of the alternative energies in 
which France has currently invested. Since France 
already relies on cleaner energies, many politicians 
and citizens would not support fracking.

Furthermore, some oil and gas companies have 
already determined that fracking conditions may 
not be favorable in France and Europe in general. 
Chevron, for instance, has attempted to create some 
fracking operations in Poland; however, they found 
that “the opportunities in Poland no longer com-
pete favorably” when compared with other options 
in its portfolio due energy regulations and taxation. 
According to Tim Boersma, an expert on energy 
policy at the Brookings Institute, this situation 
has been created by “a combination of unfavorable 
geology and also bad governance.” Conditions in 
France are considered to be even more hostile than 
Poland, so it would not make sense to start fracking 
operations in France.

However, proponents have argued that fracking 
could help provide an economic boost to a sluggish 
French economy. Given its size and importance in 
the European Union, France’s economic growth 
has been mediocre at best. Since François Hol-
lande entered office in 2012, economic growth has 
remained static at about 0.3 percent compared to 
2011 when the rate was at 2.1 percent according to 
the World Bank. Fracking could possibly provide 
a certain degree of economic relief to a struggling 
French economy. 

In response to the environmental and safety 
claims, politicians and researchers have proposed 
strict regulations be put in place to prevent catas-
trophes from occurring. Plans have included the 
need to introduce laws to enforce the disclosure of 
chemicals used in the fracking process in addition 
to restrictions on the types of chemicals that can 
be used in the process. Analysts have also discussed 

the creation of severance taxes or a tax that is levied 
on the removal of natural gas from the ground.

Despite these proposals, the negative impact 
of fracking would not be completely offset. Frack-
ing fluids usually contain toxic chemicals such as 
methanol, ammonium persulfate, and hydrochloric 
acid among others. These proposals would remove 
some of these chemicals, but the ones that remain 
will still pose a health risk to humans. Long term, 
these chemicals will increase health care expenses 
and hurt consumers more. More importantly, the 
value of each human life and each ecosystem should 
not be devalued in the quest to find more oil and 
gas. In any event, France is already focusing on us-
ing more environmentally friendly energy sources 
in the future. 

As it attempts to change its use of different en-
ergy sources, France should not consider fracking 
in the future since the benefits do not offset the 
risks. France can meet its demands with energies 
that do not damage the environment. At least for 
the time being, Paris’s main tourist attractions will 
not include fracking sites on the outskirts of the city. 

Natural Gas and (E)U:
What Is the Future of Natural Gas in France?
-Paul Sherman

Paris’s main tourist attractions will not include fracking sites 
on the outskirts of the city”
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Olivia Singer was studying at Sciences Po in Aix-en-
Provence, France during the shootings at Charlie Hedbo 
and Hypercacher. This article was inspired by her in-
teractions with French citizens following the attacks.  

Following the assassinations at the Charlie Hebdo 
French satirical magazine and the kosher Hypercacher 
supermarket, leaving 17 victims dead, several Euro-
pean countries as well as the United States encour-
aged France to take preventative action through social 
reforms to address the country’s “French Arab situa-
tion.” While, western international media companies 
such as The New York Times and The Guardian de-
nounced the French government for its lack of peace-
keeping efforts among its own citizens, within France, 
“Le 11 Septembre Français” resulted in a movement 
of national solidarity to stand behind the Republican 
values that bind all French people together: “liberté, 
égalité, fraternité”. Even with the demands for urgent 
reforms from France’s allies and neighbors, a large 
number of French citizens have faith in the Republic 
and remain optimistic. French citizens believe that 
the values dating back to the Revolution can lead to 
a peaceful coexistence for all French civilians.

No one anticipated the acts of terrorism that oc-
curred in early January. However, due to the high 
influx of immigrants, and the rise in popularity of 
socially conservative political parties, animosity in 
cities such as Paris, Toulouse, and Marseille is not 
unheard of. In addition, due to high unemployment 
among Muslims and the derelict conditions of the 
Paris ghettos inhabited by a Muslim majority, ethnic 
violence is a logical consequence; this is not to say 
that France politically or socially does not accept its 
ethnic groups. Speaking with Le Monde, a graduate 
of University of California at Berkeley expressed the 
common belief that discrimination and marginaliza-
tion of ethnic and religious groups in France are the 
fault of far-right political parties like the National 
Front, which promote hateful, racist, and religiously 
intolerant discourse.  On the other hand, the Na-
tional Front and other anti-immigration political 
parties have never won the Presidency. According 
to Francois de Closets, political science writer for Le 
Point magazine, the party would need a catastrophic 
economic crisis to become a serious contender in the 
next Presidential election. As stated in The New York 
Times’ recent publication on the National Front, the 

party’s current popularity is represented by a specific 
low-income, often unemployed population in France 
who have recently used the attacks to convince others 
to join their team. Louder than the extremist political 
parties is the larger population of “Je Suis Charlie” 
advocates who defend France’s core values of toler-
ance and decency.

Articles such as “France’s ideals, Forged in Revo-
lution, Face a Modern Test” by The New York Times 
assert that the French government and society as a 
whole alienates and unjustly imposes the Republican 
ideals on a minority population that cannot comply 
with France’s vision or laws for religious tolerance. 
Andrew Hussey, the author of The French Intifada, 
states that French Arabs hate France because they 
feel they cannot relate to the French identity nor 
that there is a place within the country where they 
can exist. While this might be true for some, espe-
cially Islamic extremists, these authors ignore the fact 
that millions of North African Muslims lead suc-
cessful lives in France. Many French Arabs are well 
integrated into society and are able to practice their 
religion in private without worry. Angry religious ex-
tremists and rioters in impoverished “banlieues” do 
not represent the entire French Arab population. A 
young French educator told the International Busi-
ness Times, “We’re free to practice whatever religion 
we want. The problem is in people’s heads, not with 
freedom.” In fact, many French civilians believe that 
the ideals of the French Republic accommodate the 
countries diverse makeup.

A 1905 French law, “Separation of the Church-
es and State”, commonly referred to as “laïcité” or 
French secularity, asserts that everyone has the right 
to believe or not believe in the religion he or she 
wants. The French believe that French people of all 
races and religions can coexist peacefully, if and only 
if, they comply with the laws and values of the Re-
public, notably the exertion of French nationalism 
before any other identity. All French people must 
embody French nationalism in the public sphere and 
leave religion and other differences behind closed 
doors. According to laïcité, the state of France does 
not recognize any religion but prefers to protect the 
unity of the country by asserting that there is only 
one identity, ‘French people’. So why did the terror-
ist attack occur? 

In actuality, there is a growing number of Mus-

lim extremists in France who demand to live as they 
would in their country of origin, therefore disobeying 
the laws of French secularity, and stigmatizing any 
religion through offensive means, such as satirical 
cartoons, can incite hatred. In addition, there is a 
communication issue between the laws on secularism 
and the people. According to a student at Sciences 
Po, a leading university for political science and eco-
nomics, violence results when the French vision of 
religious liberty is not understood. There are many 
definitions of ‘multiculturalism’, and France’s—the 
prohibition of cultural and religious differences in the 
public sphere—can result in a peaceful coexistence 
among all French civilians. Religion is personal, and 
therefore, should be practiced and expressed in pri-
vate. Consequently, the fight against national terror-
ism, hate crimes, discrimination within France and in 
other countries should be fought through education. 
Parents as well as teachers must clarify the laws of 
secularism and laïcité to show that everyone is equal 
and free to practice their religion in France.

In recent years France has made steps to ac-
commodate its Muslim population. The number of 
mosques in France has increased considerably and 
there have been more exchanges between dignitaries 
of different faiths. However, integration and under-
standing of the laws must begin in early education 
that promotes strong discourse against racism, xe-
nophobia, and other forms of discrimination. Nils 
Muiznieks, the commissioner of the Council of Eu-
rope for Human Rights, affirms in his reaction to 
Charlie Hebdo that France was founded upon the 
importance of human rights; therefore, “it is well 
equipped” to break the tendencies of violence and 
return back to a country of peace.

Vivre la République
-Olivia Singer
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Photo taken by the author at the Vieux Port in 

Marseille, France. Grafitti, posters, and other signs 

of support and nationalism can still be found in many 

parts of France. 
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The European single market is widely held as 
the greatest achievement of the European Union so 
far. Not only does it allow the Union’s citizens to 
travel freely, but also to choose the location of their 
home and workplace. Even four non-EU countries 
have signed the Schengen Agreement to eliminate 
controls and visa requirements at their common 
borders. The border guard posts between the mem-
ber countries have been deserted since the signing 
of the agreement, becoming nothing more than a 
historical relic – that is, until now.

The EU faces record high numbers of refugees 
fleeing war – especially in Syria – political persecu-
tion, or economic deprivation created by desertifica-
tion of farmland, cheap imports, and corruption, 
summing up to more than 200,000 asylum appli-
cations in the first half of 2015 alone, according to 
the UN High Representative for Refugees. Having 
underestimated these migration movements, calls to 
reinstate border controls are increasing. So far, none 
of these plans have been realized permanently, but 
temporary operations have already taken place. In 
October 2014, Mos Maiorum (“ancestral customs”) 
was a Europe-wide two-week joint operation by 
the border police forces of 25 countries to search 
for illegal immigrants and refugees. While being 
challenged in both national and European courts, 
these border controls have managed to develop and 
expand quickly due to legal grey areas. 

However, it is an illusion to believe that bor-
der controls can be a long term solution for deal-
ing with the refugee crisis. The borders within Eu-
rope have mostly faded and bringing them back 
will not work. For many Europeans this freedom 
of mobility has become part of their lifestyle and 
along many borders cross-country cooperation has 
radically transformed local structures to the point 
that a reestablishment of those divides would be 
nonsensical.

It is necessary to look at basic laws concerning 
refugees to understand why border controls are 
reappearing all over Europe. The Dublin II Agree-
ment states that an application for asylum must 
be filed within the first EU country entered, this 
means, for example, that a refugee wishing to seek 
asylum in Austria, a landlocked country, would 
need to arrive by air. Most refugees, however, travel 
over the Mediterranean Sea to reach Europe. There-

fore, they would need to file for asylum in the eco-
nomically troubled countries of Greece, Italy, and 
Spain. These countries’ asylum systems are already 
overloaded, and the European North is blocking 
any attempt to reform the core mechanics of the 
Dublin II Agreement. Subsequently, Dublin III was 
ratified in 2013 without desperately needed changes. 
Border controls aim to ensure that a refugee who 
first enters the EU in Italy cannot get to Germany, 
France, or even Denmark or Finland. The controls 
give citizens a feeling of security in times when ris-
ing populist right-wing parties feed off fears that 
Eastern Europeans, especially the Roma, will mi-
grate to Western Europe to abuse its social welfare 
systems (despite being net contributors to the wel-
fare budget there).

Even though the comeback of right-wing ideas 
all across Europe gives substantial support to those 
border control policies, the controls are neither re-
alistic nor a solution, for both legal and structur-
al reasons. First, the controls violate the idealistic 
core of the European Union and the derived laws 
which serve to protect the dignity and equality 
of all people, whether citizens or not. Reinstating 
border controls in order to monitor immigration 
automatically leads to racial profiling. People of 
color have to suffer passport controls and are almost 
certain to be checked when passing such invisible 
checkpoints or dragnets. The controls directly vio-
late the Single Market treaties and are hence mostly 
met with suspicion from many different directions 
among the European population. To keep oppo-
sition low, targeting those whose public voice is 

marginalized seems to be an effective strategy for 
the state security forces.

While legal systems can easily fail to protect 
those who need it most, border controls would 
in the long-term invariably affect all people. The 
controls disrupt border traffic in areas that are no 
longer prepared for this type of surveillance due to 
communities on both sides of the common border 
melting together. Institutionalizing those efforts, 
Euroregions are agreements among regions below 
the national level (states, departments, regions, etc., 
but also local communities) intended to improve 
cross-border cooperation. The array of joined ef-
forts ranges from joint commuter networks and 
interstate highways to social and cultural projects 
and events and they are found along most parts of 
common European borders. Among the most re-
cently established regions, the Central Baltic region, 
aims to revive networks among small harbor towns 
lining the Baltic Sea which stem from a common 
Hanseatic tradition. The SaarLorLux region con-
nects areas where the transition between French 
and German language and culture has always been 
smooth instead of clear-cut, as the actual borders 
might suggest. Reinstated border controls could 
certainly have a dramatic economic impact on the 
affected regions. Transnational traffic has become a 
vital element in these areas and unlocked economic, 
social, and cultural potential especially for structur-
ally weak regions, which were given a new chance 
to connect to powerhouse regions. Likewise, these 
cross-border regions often foster cultural exchange 
and improve opportunities for national minorities, 
such as receiving education in their native language.

The Swiss referendum on immigration in 2014 
can serve as a good example of how big of a step 
back reinstated border controls would be. After the 
Swiss voted to limit immigration, the EU threat-
ened to nullify Swiss membership in a number 
of agreements, including the Single Market. As a 
student at the University of Freiburg in Germany, 
I would personally feel the consequences of such 
a development. Along with classes in Germany, I 
am able to visit lectures in French Strasbourg or the 
Swiss city of Basel without prior approval. Border 
controls to enforce the Swiss immigration policy 
would mean that I could no longer take classes in 
Basel, where there are classes offered to fill different 

Some Borders Cannot Be Brought Back
-Jan Ritter
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The Greater SaarLorLux group of European regions.
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prerequisites that I would not be able to fulfill oth-
erwise. Many other people, especially those com-
muting to work across the border, would be affected 
similarly, and businesses fear a drop in customers.

In all, it is not the European concept of cross-
border cooperation that has failed. It has unlocked 
huge potential in many areas with many more areas 
still pending. The largest crisis in Europe at the mo-
ment, the civil war in Ukraine, shows the problems 
that traditional strong borders have created since 
the Westphalia Treaty in 1648 invented them. Such 
borders simplify social realities and often cut across 
ethnic territories which actually tend to blend into 
one another, thereby separating those who would 
be better left together. In fact, the traditional type 
of border is the one failing. All EU member states 
need to admit that the current asylum system has 
failed and that a reform is needed that does not 
consist of further border controls. New border 
controls within Europe may seem like a small in-
fraction into the rhythm of European society, but 
they target the very heart of the European project 
itself, and risking all that has been achieved so far 
through the open borders is a danger which should 
not be taken lightly.
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Following the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, Ukraine possessed the world’s third larg-
est nuclear arsenal. Fearing predation at the hands 
of its eastern neighbor, Ukraine jealously guarded 
this arsenal as the ultimate guarantor of its inde-
pendence. Though a few lone voices such as John 
Mearsheimer defended the logic of a Ukrainian nu-
clear deterrent, the great powers insisted on the sur-
render of Ukraine’s nuclear stockpile. In exchange, 
Ukraine received assurances, in the form of the 
1994 Budapest Memorandum, that its sovereignty 
would be respected. 

Two decades later, Ukraine has been carved in 
two, divided between the Atlantic powers of NATO 
and the decaying Russian Federation. This collapse 
of the apparent stability afforded by the Budapest 
Memorandum is widely attributed to the supposed 
malevolent aggression of a crazed dictator, bent on 
rebuilding from the ruins of Greater Russia. Rus-
sia has been both the principal agent and villain of 
this crisis - a revisionist power seeking to destabilize 
Eastern Europe to expand its influence. According 
to this interpretation, the United States bears no 
responsibility for the onset of the crisis, and pos-
sesses both moral and practical justification for re-
sponding decisively to thwart Moscow’s ambitions. 

There is no question amongst serious analysts 
that Russia has made a deliberate effort to influence 
the internal politics of lands claimed by the govern-
ment in Kiev through the deployment of troops in 
Crimea and the Donbass. What is ignored in this 
morality play is the failure of the naïve American 
foreign policy that precipitated the Ukrainian cri-
sis. Moreover, the prevailing policy prescription of 
punishing Russia and supporting Ukraine would 
serve only to escalate the ongoing conflict, risking 
a larger regional war.

The West must understand the motivation of 
Russian foreign policy in Ukraine. Russia is not a 
revisionist power that actively seeks to alter the fun-
damental architecture of the international system, 
nor does it seek always to undermine the United 
States’ position in global affairs. Russia is a great 
power in decline, facing demographic decline, eco-
nomic implosion, political dysfunction, and the loss 
of its longstanding possessions to its west and south. 
Russia has only barely recovered from its humilia-
tion at the hands of the West in 1991 and is in no 

position to openly contest the power of the United 
States, the strongest hegemon in world history.

In 1989, Moscow was 1200 miles from any bor-
der that the West could threaten; today, that dis-
tance is around 200 miles. The stagnating Federa-
tion has seen its former territories fall under the 
sway of the Western powers, who, through either 
direct (de facto annexation by NATO) or indirect 
(“soft” annexation by means of “democracy promo-
tion”) means have subdued Europe, from Portugal 
to Poland, beneath the American Empire. Poland, 
now a militarily vibrant client state of NATO, be-
gan a massive program of militarization with its 
sights turned eastward, for good reason, due to its 
history of violent subjugation by Moscow. Yet, for 
equally good reason, Moscow fears the expansion of 
the “benevolent” West into its near abroad, the tra-
ditional buffer that has insulated Russia’s heartland 
from historic threats such as Napoleon, Hitler, and 
the country’s capitalist enemies of the Cold War.

The eastward movements of NATO and the EU 
are strategically motivated - the United States’ inter-
est in establishing a Polish missile defense program 
to neutralize Russia’s one credible defense (its nucle-
ar primacy) is testament to this. The wave of pro-
tests that began the Ukrainian Revolution was likely 
not orchestrated by a Western conspiracy but was 
certainly the result of the Atlantic powers’ eastward 
expansion. The United States has invested billions 
in Ukraine, according to the U.S. Secretary of State 
for European and Eurasian Affairs, to ensure “the 
future it deserves”, and the National Endowment 
for Democracy labelled Ukraine “the biggest prize” 
of America’s liberal crusade. US client states have 
likewise devoted resources to tearing Ukraine out of 
Russia’s grasp. Poland, for instance, sought to enlist 
“heavy hitters” to increase pressure on the Ukrai-
nian government in the early stages of the protests 
“in an attempt to orchestrate a […] decisive Euro-
pean response to the window of democratic oppor-
tunity”. That opportunity, though perhaps driven 
by noble ideals, disregarded the delicate geopolitical 
balance that the Budapest Memorandum sought to 

achieve, and constituted a flagrant attempt by the 
West to erode one of Russia’s last buffers.

Russia is a sick man, crumbling on the edges of 
Europe and beset on all sides by potential threats to 
its survival. Yet, the cornered bear is most danger-
ous and the United States has more to fear from a 
brittle Russia than a stable one. This is reinforced by 
the reality that the Federation possesses the world’s 
largest nuclear arsenal, a fact the Kremlin is quick 
to remind the world in discussions about the fu-
ture of Ukraine. Ongoing proposals to “arm the 
Ukrainians” would not deter Russian “aggression” 
because Russia is acting in the name of a vital se-
curity interest paramount to its continued inde-
pendence. Instead, this policy would only invite 
further escalation, risking the spread of war in the 
Donbass to a larger theater. 

A Cornered Bear:
NATO’s War on Russian Interests
-Andrew Beddow

Moscow fears the expansion of the ‘benevolent’ West into its 
near abroad, the traditional buffer that has insulated Russia’s 
heartland from historic threats.”
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Following the horrid immolation of Jordanian 
pilot Lt. Moaz Kasasbeh, the Jordanian govern-
ment swiftly responded by executing two jihadist 
prisoners: Sajida al-Rishawi and Ziad al-Karbouli. 
Passionate and threatening rhetoric filled the me-
dia and headlines as King Abdullah promised harsh 
military responses against ISIS. Jordanian military 
members wrote messages such as “for you, enemy of 
Islam” on their bombs before embarking on airstrike 
missions. General Mansour Al-Jbour, Jordan’s Air 
Force chief, even exclaimed, “We are determined to 
wipe them [ISIS] from the face of the Earth.” Arab 
determination as shown here by Jordan will prove 
crucial in the overall strategy against ISIS. Moreover, 
Jordan’s commitment must not waver, and it is im-
portant that its fight against ISIS persists. With ISIS 
next door in Syria and Iraq, there is no time to lose.

King Abdullah has backed his aggressive rhetoric 
with a variety of military actions, which include the 
deployment of Jordanian ground troops to its border, 
and UAE and Bahraini airstrike missions launched 
from within his country. Also, during the month of 
February, these nations struck ISIS, repeatedly tar-
geting hideouts, weapon caches, and bases.

This is only the beginning, however. In Libya, 
ISIS pushed Egypt to the brink after releasing a hor-
rific video displaying the execution of 21 Egyptian 
Coptic Christians along the Libyan coastline. In an 
interview with France’s Europe Radio 1, Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi passionately asserted, 
“We will not allow them to cut off the heads of our 
children.” Similar to the immolation of Lt. Kasas-
beh, the beheading of Egyptian Christians led to 
aggressive rhetoric and immediate retaliation. In 
response to the beheadings, Sisi convened a meeting 
with his security council and ordered airstrikes on 
militant positions in the coastal Libyan city of Der-
na. In addition to immediate airstrikes, President 
Sisi urged the UN to mandate a coalition against 
ISIS-aligned militants in Libya. In response, the 
UN Security Council hosted an emergency session 
in New York on February 18 to discuss the crisis in 
Libya. However, little has come from this emergency 
session thus far.

With the recent interventions of Egypt and Jor-
dan, it is apparent these sadistic acts of violence 
committed by ISIS and captured on video for the 
world to see have changed the course of the conflict. 

We see the intervention of 
those who were once more 
cautious again ISIS, con-
scious of their own security.  
Arab nations are beginning 
to realize that they are vulnerable and ISIS’s pres-
ence is expanding to unforeseen places. Efforts from 
Egypt and Jordan must persist if ISIS is to suffer de-
feat. Rhetoric must be coupled with serious action.

Yet, Egypt and Jordan raise the issue of the lack 
of long-term Arab leadership in the fight against 
ISIS. The U.S. has taken the lead from the start of 
intervention against ISIS, and while independent ac-
tions on behalf of the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, and Jordan have occurred, there is no 
concerted Arab strategy. Occasional airstrikes and 
ephemeral involvement are not sufficient. Efforts 
from nations such as the UAE, Egypt, and Jordan 
who possess military capability must be sustained. 
Wealthy nations such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar 
who also maintain military capability must commit 
themselves to closing off any possible avenues of 
funding and profitability for ISIS. Each Arab nation 
has strengths to contribute to a future regional force. 

The situations with Egypt and Jordan highlight 
the necessity for a unified Arab response. Yet, where 
does a uniquely Arab anti-ISIS coalition begin? De-
spite the failures of sustained cooperation, with or-
ganizations such as the Arab League and the Co-
operation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf 
(Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)), the structure 
of unity is in place. Cooperative Middle Eastern 
governmental organizations must utilize their exist-
ing ties as a launch pad for greater security coopera-
tion against ISIS. In fact, conversations around the 
creation of a unified Arab force have begun. In an 
Arab League meeting on March 9, Secretary-General 
Nabil El-Araby acknowledged the need for a “multi-
purpose common Arab military force.” Arab League 
deputy chief Ahmed Ben Helli likewise suggested 
that a common Arab force would be the focus of the 
League’s annual summit in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.

Furthermore, with ISIS challenging the found-
ing principles of Islam, Arab countries who hold 
dear the true identity of their faith should not sit 
back while fundamentalists strip away the charac-
ter of their religion. With a system such as the Arab 
League or GCC that is bound by shared religion, 

principles, and desire for stability, the basis for unity 
and cooperation certainly exists. For instance, lan-
guage revolving around the region’s future and these 
binding characteristics appears in the GCC’s Char-
ter, which emphasizes the “special relations” founded 
on the “creed of Islam” serving as a source of unity. 
Additionally, the GCC’s goals include strengthen-
ing efforts in “essential areas” concerning “hopes for 
a better future on the path to unity.”  This path to 
unity has been established, now it’s time to travel it. 

In a televised address, President Sisi hinted that 
this journey could begin. He exclaimed, “The need 
for a unified Arab force is growing and become more 
pressing every day. The challenges in the region . . 
. are huge, and we can overcome those challenges 
once we are together.” The Arab world must heed 
any call for unity by both President Sisi and the Arab 
League Secretary General. Joint Arab efforts play an 
integral role in overcoming the region’s present chal-
lenges, and must stem from Arab organizations. A 
Middle Eastern future without ISIS must first start 
with Arab leadership, initiative, and commitment 
to confront an entity seeking to redraw the region’s 
borders, establish complete dominance with a fan-
tastical implementation of a caliphate, and exploit 
complex emergencies stemming from the Syrian 
Civil War and turbulent environment in Iraq. This 
is a fight for the Middle East’s future that can only 
be won united.

One for All, All for One:
Arab Nations Must Unite
-Brendan Failla
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U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry poses for a photo 

with Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Regional 

Partners meeting participants in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

on September 11, 2014. 



On March 2nd, 2015, nearly 30,000 Iraqi military 
forces and militiamen gathered just south of Tikrit, 
preparing to launch a major operation to retake the 
ISIS-held city. Iraq’s first push for redemption fol-
lowing a nationwide defeat in 2014 could not have 
begun at a more symbolic place. Tikrit, the birthplace 
of former president Saddam Hussein, has long been 
a symbol of oppression, and following its capture by 
ISIS forces in 2014, a symbol of humiliation. The 
Iraqi forces have since advanced deep into the town’s 
vicinity and are poised to hand ISIS its largest mili-
tary defeat since it began its global war. Although the 
Tikrit Offensive is critical for the Iraqi effort to expel 
militants from its lands, it has even more important 
implications for the future of Iraq and the viability of 
the Islamic State. By incorporating Sunni and Shi’ite 
factions into its roadmap and limiting reprisal at-
tacks, Iraq will finally begin the process of true power 
sharing, potentially building a broad coalition in the 
face of a common threat. Furthermore, as Iraqi forces 
continue to find success in Tikrit and beyond, the Is-
lamic States’s ability to hold territory will continue to 
degrade. At this key juncture, Iraq has the opportunity 
to both build a national identity and reverse decades 
of humiliation and defeat. 

In June of 2014, ISIS launched a major assault on 
Iraqi cities in the northwestern region of the country. 
Previously, ISIS’s military operations were confined to 
Syria’s eastern regions and the westernmost fringes of 
Iraq’s Sunni-dominated Anbar province. Seemingly 
taken by surprise, the Iraqi political and military forces 
cracked, and a flood of ISIS militants seized significant 
parts of the country. As Baghdad’s U.S. trained forces 
floundered, ISIS captured Iraq’s second city of Mosul, 
and soon after, the central city of Tikrit. The collapse 
of the Iraqi Army in the face of the offensive proved to 
be a fatal blow to Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and 
at the same time, galvanized the Kurdish Peshmerga to 
defend their own territorial claims. Indeed, the frag-
ile Republic of Iraq was falling into a state of despair. 
And, as Western powers began to doubt the ability of 
Baghdad to maintain its hold over power, they were 
also determined to apply their own military strikes 
against ISIS. Facing its largest crisis since the Iraqi 
Civil War in 2007, the conditions were set for either 
another tragic spiral or an opportunity to start fresh. 

Now, nearly 9 months since the quagmire in An-
bar, the Iraqi offensive to recapture Tikrit has been 

largely successful. Despite little help from coalition 
airstrikes, the Iraqis have retaken much of the Tikrit 
countryside and have driven ISIS militants into a 
small section of the city. The forces have also man-
aged their losses, choosing patience over blunt force. 
In fact, even as the Iraqis are poised to capture the city, 
they are opting to wait for more reinforcements, rec-
ognizing the threat a premature assault poses. It seems 
that the lessons of defeats in 2014 have had a lasting 
impact on Baghdad and the more cautious military 
approach applied in Tikrit could be the foundation 
of future offensives. 

Although the Iraqi offensive is overwhelmingly 
composed of both Shi’ite conscripts and militias, the 
government has made an effort to include Sunnis in 
its coalition, rejecting the unilateral approaches of 
the past. Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has made 
a sincere effort to reach out to the maligned Sunnis 
of Iraq, and military leaders have consistently assured 
Sunnis that the Tikrit offensive is not against Sunnis, 
but rather against ISIS. Despite these efforts, how-
ever, this does not mean that abuses by the advancing 
forces have not occurred. Reports of civilian homes 
being set ablaze in villages surrounding Tikrit have 
surfaced, and the threat of reprisal attacks remains a 
major concern. However, it is important to recognize 
that there is a concerted effort to minimize sectarian 
killings, which have appeared far less prevalent in the 
battle for Tikrit. If the Iraqis are able to capitalize on 
this approach, they have a chance at building a real 

and united country as they expel ISIS from their land. 

The Tikrit Offensive has also had critical implica-
tions for the viability of the Islamic State, especially 
with regard to its ability to hold large swaths of ter-
ritory. The Iraqi forces have been able to advance 
through Tikrit with relative ease, and dwindling ISIS 
manpower has forced the group to resort to suicide 
attacks in Ramadi and Samarra. As ISIS gears for its 
first major defeat in Iraq, it appears that the combi-
nation of coalition airstrikes and local ground troops 
has exposed their central weaknesses. This battle plan 
will be critical in both future Iraqi offensives and in 
the ongoing struggle between the Kurdish Peshmerga 
and the Islamic State in both Syria and Iraq. 

The government in Baghdad is facing the most 
important moment in its post-Saddam history. It took 
an invasion by a brutal group of terrorists and the loss 
of the country’s second largest city to force the Iraqis 
to solve their deep institutional defects. In front of 
the Iraqis is a stark choice: to build the real nation 
that they have long been denied or to return to the 
status quo of sectarianism, division, and violence. If 
the early advancements of the Tikrit Offensive indi-
cate anything, it is that there are at least some voices 
interested in a new way forward, a new path towards 
a more stable Iraq. At the moment, what lies beyond 
Tikrit is uncertain. But what is clear is that for the first 
time in years, Iraq has a real chance at revival—and 
that is remarkable in its own right.  

Baghdad Strikes Back:
What Tikrit & Beyond Means for the Future of Iraq
-Ali N. Habhab
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Former President Saddam Hussein’s Tikrit Palace on the banks of the Tigris River. 
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In his speech to Congress on March 3, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu discussed the 
dangers of a possible nuclear agreement with Iran. 
Filled with hyperbole, false dichotomies, Islamo-
phobia, and outright lies, the speech encouraged a 
refusal of essentially any deal the Obama adminis-
tration may seek. Although it is doubtful the speech 
significantly influenced anyone’s opinion, the United 
States Congress should ignore his warnings, accept 
any appropriate deal that may be presented, and 
work with President Obama to lift sanctions accord-
ing to the nuclear agreement.  

Prime Minister Netanyahu repeatedly asserted 
that no deal is better than a bad deal. A bad deal, 
according to Netanyahu, is a deal that does not com-
pletely dismantle the Iranian nuclear program. If any 
enrichment capacity is allowed, by his estimation, 
Iran will manage to obtain a nuclear weapon and 
use it to wipe the Jewish people off the face of the 
Earth. This is comical because Iran not only has the 
second-largest Jewish population in the Middle East, 
all of whom enjoy the same constitutional rights as 
Muslims and can practice Judaism freely, but also 
because its past behavior proves that its rhetoric does 
not necessarily align with its actions. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran has never made any attempts to 
attack the state of Israel. Despite this, reports have 
recently surfaced in a Kuwaiti newspaper that Israel 
was very close to carrying out airstrikes on Iranian 
soil last year, before President Obama threatened to 
shoot down the Israeli planes. 

The deal currently being discussed gives Iran the 
ability to enrich low-grade uranium under exception-
ally stringent inspections for ten years. This ten-year 
period is then followed by a gradual relaxing of con-
straints to a monitoring level similar to Argentina 
and Japan. An agreement like this does not pose a 
threat to global security. It would be nearly impos-
sible to develop a weapon under the first decade of 
the agreement. After that, the IAEA will still visit and 
report on the program to the international commu-
nity to ensure Iran’s compliance. Enriching enough 
radioactive material for the development of nuclear 
weapons would require an extended period of time 
of no supervision, a situation the deal would not 
allow. If Iran were to kick out inspectors, its inten-
tions would immediately be clear and the resulting 
international punishment would be swift in response 

– either in the form of sanctions or military action.
Moreover, the Israeli PM did not offer any alter-

native to Congress, except the negotiating tactic of 
“my way or the highway.” Such strategy never suc-
ceeds. Iran has spent decades developing its program 
and references its signatory status of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty to justify its right to enrich 
uranium. Moreover, it cites a US intelligence report 
stating that the weaponization of its nuclear program 
stopped in 2003, proving its peaceful purposes. Al-
though Iran has compromised a great deal from the 
start of negotiations over a year ago, a total elimi-
nation of the nuclear program will never happen. 

The argument that a “bad” deal is worse than 
no deal is also incorrect. An agreement would rein 
in Iran’s nuclear program, instead of letting it go 
unchecked. If negotiations fall through or are sabo-
taged, it would be illogical to believe the nuclear 
program will be reduced. The Iranian parliament 
has already drafted a bill to increase nuclear produc-
tion if negotiations collapse and more sanctions are 
imposed. A similar situation occurred in 2003 when 
Iran was willing to accept complete transparency and 
restrictions on its nuclear program (which was much 
smaller at the time) as well as halting its funding of 
opposition groups, such as Hizbollah and Hamas, 
in return for the removal of all sanctions. George W. 
Bush refused and proceeded to label Iran as a part of 
the “Axis of Evil.” In response, Iran developed even 
more centrifuges and nuclear facilities that continue 
to operate today.

The United States Congress should also consider 
the implications of sabotaging a deal. If the P5+1 
reach a deal with Iran, sanctions may have to be re-

moved with Congress’ approval. All signs point to 
Congress not wanting to lift them, regardless of the 
deal framework, due to partisan politics. However, 
the other countries involved in the deal have stated 
they will surely lift sanctions and begin to engage in 
business with Iran promptly if a deal is reached. The 
usefulness of sanctions depends on the compliance 
of all countries. If this occurs, the US will be left 
isolated internationally, implementing near useless 
sanctions that only injure the US. 

Netanyahu has had a history of fabricating infor-
mation and stretching facts to support his claims. In 
1992, he warned Israel’s parliament, the Knesset, that 
Iran was less than five years away from possessing a 
nuclear weapon. In a 1996 speech to Congress, he 
reiterated this notion. In 2002, in front of the United 
States Congress, he urged the US to invade Iraq due 
to its alleged nuclear weapons program – which was 
later proved to be nonexistent. In 2009 and 2012, he 
again said Iran was less than a year away from hav-
ing a bomb. Yet, here we are today – Iran with no 
nuclear weapon and Netanyahu warning the world 
once again. Even the head of Israel’s Mossad intel-
ligence agency, Tamir Pardo, was quoted as saying 
Iran’s possession of nuclear weapons would pose no 
threat to Israel’s survival and that Israeli intelligence 
does not support any claim of Iranian nuclear wea-
ponization.

An acceptable deal is one that effectively curbs 
any chances of Iran acquiring a nuclear weapon. 
The deal being negotiated now does that. The in-
centives for abiding by the agreement would make 
any deviation unattractive. Iran has already followed 
all requirements under the temporary Joint Plan of 
Action between the P5+1 agreed upon over a year ago 
and there is no justifiable reason why it would not 
continue to do so under a long-term deal. 

Congress should not listen to another country to 
dictate its foreign policy, but do what is best for the 
United States and accept the deal. It would repair 
the strained relationship with Iran and reestablish 
US credibility in the region, where the US has lost 
support and influence. Iran in the coming years, suf-
fering under sanctions or not, will expand its influ-
ence over the region and could become a regional 
hegemon. US-Iranian cooperation, not only with a 
nuclear deal, but long-term, would immensely ben-
efit both countries.

Deal or No Deal?
-Ryan Strong
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Affairs, shaking hands with John Kerry, the US 

Secretary of State. 

MIDDLE EAST //   43



The spread and threat of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS) in the Middle East has resulted in 
countless lives senselessly taken through the terrorist 
group’s efforts to gain worldwide control and influ-
ence. This past February, ISIS took the lives of 21 
Egyptian Copts kidnapped from the Libyan village 
of Sirte. Since late last year, Libya, which draws 
many immigrants and workers from Egypt because 
of its attractive employment opportunities in the 
oil industry, has been subject to increased attack 
from the Islamic State. This most recent incident 
involved the deaths of 21 men who were members 
of Egypt’s Coptic Christian population – a minority 
with a long history of tension with Egypt’s majority 
Muslim population. In response to this attack on 
its citizens and the threat of ISIS, Egypt now has 
a tremendous opportunity to work on settling an 
internal conflict while combating an external one.

Copts have maintained a long history in Egypt 
and are the nation’s largest Christian denomina-
tion. They also constitute a minority population in 
a nation with 90% of its citizens adhering to Islam. 
As a marginalized group in their country, Egyptian 
Copts have been subject to tremendous amounts of 
persecution and violence. Anti-Christian sentiment 
is prevalent and has been frequently demonstrated 
in Egypt, with incidents such as the 2005 riots in 

Alexandria and the 2011 Imbaba Church Attacks 
in Cairo serving as symptoms of the long history 
of tension between Egyptian Copts and Egyptian 
Muslims. Moreover, representatives of the Coptic 
community have hardly had any voice in Egypt’s 
governance, with only two members of the gov-
ernment’s cabinet being Copts and very minimal 
representation of the community in public office 
and in the legal sector. Forced conversions of Copts 
to Islam in human trafficking operations have also 
been a source of concern to the international com-
munity, as a result of the human rights violations 
that occur in these transactions.

Despite the strained relationship between these 
two groups, circumstances could present an oppor-
tunity for animosity between Copts and Muslims 
in Egypt to be set aside for the sake of contain-
ing the spread of the Islamic State. Following the 
release of the video depicting the beheadings and 
the confirmation of the deaths of the 21 Copts, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi responded 
swiftly, calling for a national period of mourning 
and conducting airstrikes on locations under ISIS 
control on February 16. This response proves criti-
cal in Egypt’s condemnation of ISIS, but is even 
more significant in its defense of the embattled 
Copt minority.

A week following the attacks, President Sisi also 
called for a “united Arab force” to combat the Is-
lamic State’s spread. Sisi’s call reaches out to other 
Middle Eastern countries affected by the Islamic 
State, but what could prove instrumental in his 
work against ISIS is how he works for a united 
Egyptian force. Sisi, a decorated military officer, 
led the 2013 coup d’état that deposed President 
Mohamed Morsi. Morsi came into power as a mem-
ber of the radical Muslim Brotherhood following 
Egypt’s revolution in 2011, but Sisi’s presidency has 
already proven to be more progressive than that of 
his predecessor. Just this past January, President Sisi 
attended a Christmas mass in Cairo as a symbolic 
gesture of support of the Coptic community. This 
was the first time in Egypt’s history that a President 
had attended a Christmas mass, and Egyptian citi-
zens responded positively to his efforts, applauding 
him for his leadership and strides towards unity. 

What Sisi needs to recognize is that his nation 
has an opportunity worth capitalizing upon in its 

war on ISIS and in its pursuit of justice for these 
murders of its citizens. Already demonstrating his 
support in uniting his people and reaching out to 
the Coptic community, Sisi must work to include 
the Copts in the efforts to fight ISIS. This inclu-
sion could be something as small scale as continued 
outreach to the Coptic community in symbolic 
gestures similar to his Christmas mass attendance, 
or they could include something bigger along the 
lines of calling to the community to fight on Egypt’s 
front. By including the Copts, Sisi could have the 
ability to ease tensions between two groups in his 
nation for the purpose of fighting an even bigger 
threat – the Islamic State. The threat of ISIS in 
Egypt is a great cause for concern in the nation, 
but fighting ISIS will take unity and cohesion from 
the Egyptian population. Sisi must be aware that 
though uniting his front will be difficult, working 
to ease tensions between Egyptian Muslims and 
Egyptian Copts could pay off handsomely and be 
one of the biggest determining factors in his legacy.

Calling on the Copts:
Sisi’s Opportunity to Ease Egypt’s Internal Tensions
-Ilhana Redzovic
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Libya is a country that has been slowly teeter-
ing on the fulcrum of civil war and democracy for 
the past four years, and yet, for the most part, few 
studying the general region seem interested in the 
political tinderbox of Libya. Fortunately, unlike 
many of the grave issues that consume the region, 
with Libya there is still hope. Although the ma-
jor changes and tough decisions must come from 
within, with additional external help and pressure, 
Libya can avoid becoming a failed state consumed 
by civil war. Before discussing the complex reality 
and kaleidoscopic political structure within Libya, 
we must first give context so that we may better 
understand how Libya arrived to where it is today.

After a ruthless forty-two years of militaristic 
authoritarianism, Colonel Muammar Gadhafi was 
captured and killed in Sirte on October 20th, 2011. 
Despite the violence, a political process had already 
started and was quickly gaining momentum and le-
gitimacy. The National Transitional Council (NTC) 
dominated the political discourse during the ten-
month period after the fall of Gadhafi. By August 
2012, spectators looked to Libya with a gleaming 
sense of hope considering what had been accom-
plished in such a short period of time. The Gen-
eral National Congress (GNC) had been formed 
and elections were held in Tripoli with a 60 per-
cent voter turnout. Furthermore, a constitutional 
declaration was in the works and there had been 
a successful transition of power between the NTC 
and the GNC. Libya seemed to be the prime ex-
ample of how a democratic transition should occur. 

Throughout this fragile period of transition, 
neither the NTC nor the GNC were able to mo-
nopolize power in an effective manner within state 
borders. Instead, local and tribal militias dominated 
various enclaves throughout Libya. By late 2012, 
the GNC declared Libya’s large southern region a 
“closed military zone.” Religious institutions that 
had been monitored heavily under Gadhafi were 
also experiencing tumult. The Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs admitted to having lost control 
of nearly 5,000 mosques to radical Salafi elements. 
One Sheikh complained that “there are no police 
around and you never know what some people 
might do.” 

On top of the security fragmentation, state 
funds quickly were being lost in a frenzy of clan-

destine corruption and poor administration. A 
Libyan-Swiss banker by the name of Abdul Ha-
mid al-Jadi was quick to recognize this, saying, “If 
corruption was 100% before the revolution, then 
it is now 110%.” The situation in Libya was quickly 
spiraling out of control. And the one man who had 
been left out of the political process entirely was 
about to become the decisive actor that would es-
calate this conflict into a civil war.

Early on in the revolution, Libyan General 
Khalifa Haftar had very controversially proclaimed 
himself as the military leader of the rebel forces. 
However, many still saw Haftar as a member of the 
“Old Guard” and a remnant of the Gadhafi Regime. 
After the fall of the regime, the NTC refused to ap-
point Haftar as military chief. By mid-2012, Haftar 
had become one of the main critics to the recently 
formed GNC, berating them for their incompetent 
governance. After many tense months, Haftar and 
his army had gained hundreds of thousands of fol-
lowers and outwardly announced their refusal to 
adhere to the GNC in Tripoli. Haftar very delicately 
began turning this into a war between the GNC 
and the “Old Guard.”  However, he deftly painted 
it as an Islamist vs. Non Islamist dilemma. On May 
16th, 2014 Haftar launched Operation Dignity in 
Benghazi, with a stated mission to cleanse it of Is-
lamic extremists. But in doing so, he conflated the 
political Islamists with terror groups such as Ansar 
al- Sharia. A civil war was unraveling in front of 
the world’s eyes.

Since the beginning of the civil war, over 2,500 
lives have been lost with hundreds of thousands of 
refugees forcibly dispersed throughout the region. 
There are now two camps engaged in what is still 

the initial phase of a multi-faceted civil war: the 
Islamist led government (GNC) in the western 
city of Tripoli which has come to be known as the 
Dawn camp, and Haftar’s Dignity Camp based 
in the eastern city of Tobruk, which defines itself 
proudly as being non-Islamist in nature. It is impor-
tant to recognize that even though it is convenient 
to separate the conflict into two different clear-cut 
sides, they are really just loose coalitions of militias 
that are continuing to fragment. This sort of chaos 
and fragmentation has allowed for known terrorist 
groups such as Ansar Al-Sharia and Islamic State 
to gain traction. 

When we consider that two thirds of all demo-
cratic transitions are known to have some violent 
side effects and that civil wars tend to last between 
five and 15 years, we can look at Libya and recog-
nize that at least we are still in the early phase of 
this conflict. There is still an opportunity to ad-
dress this festering wound now before it spreads 
and becomes fatal. 

Pragmatic leaders from both sides need to 
emerge and change the national conversation. The 
U.N. has recently made clear that if the current 
U.N. led peace talks in Morocco fall apart, they 
will likely intervene with force. Europe has been 
eerily quiet throughout the turmoil, which is ironic 
considering that Malta is only 200 miles away from 
the unrest. On top of this, the United States has 
drastically reduced its presence since the assassina-
tion of Ambassador Chris Stephens in Benghazi in 
2012, creating a void of democratic presence. There 
are programs in place to help the Libyans with civil 
society and institution building, security training 
and advice in the constitutional arena. However, 
there are simply no capable U.S. agents stationed in 
Libya at this time to institute any of these measures. 

In order to stymie this conflict before it devolves 
completely into chaos, various internal parties must 
come together and change the international dis-
course. The United States, Europe and the U.N. 
must first have a coherent strategy going forward 
that will eventually lead to a ceasefire and national 
reconciliation. If not, Libya will continue along the 
path of becoming a failed state, a result that will 
quickly threaten the stability of the entire region.

Civil War in Libya:
It Is Not Too Late. But It Will Be Soon
-Evan Charney
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Libyans demonstrating against Gadhafi government 
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