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W hen we sat down to compile this 
issue of the Journal on a Friday 
night in mid-November, Justin 

Berg, one of our writers, informed us that he 
felt his article was no longer relevant. This 
piece, entitled “French Politics in the After-
math of Hebdo”, was meant to reflect French 
society’s supposedly successful efforts to main-
tain security and peace of mind in the wake 
of the killings at the editorial office of Char-
lie Hebdo and a Parisian grocery store last 
January. That evening, the massacre of 130 
innocents by Islamic extremists significantly 
altered the nature of French politics and do-
mestic security in the blink of an eye.

We have included Justin Berg’s piece in 
this edition of the Journal to complement 
Ali N. Habhab’s article “Unpacking the Paris Attacks”, which he wrote fol-
lowing the recent attacks in Paris. Together they tell a story of how quickly 
circumstances can shape opinions. 

Rapid changes have characterized more than just international secu-
rity these past few months. The ongoing Syrian Civil War has spurred an 
unprecedented refugee crisis that is now testing the limits of international 
coordination and cooperation. In “The Right to Life”, Cody Giddings cri-
tiques Europe’s reluctance to admit the multitudes of peaceful Syrians now 
fleeing the frontlines of an almost five-year civil war. 

Capricious fluctuations in international relations recently have not nec-
essarily resulted in greater insecurity. The unexpected meeting of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou in Singapore on 
November 7th was the first meeting of the leaders of the People’s Republic 
of China and the Republic of China since the Second World War. Megan 
Cansfield’s article, “The Xi-Ma Summit”, emphasizes that this meeting, 
rather than being a simple photo-op, represents a sudden and momentous 
shift in the relationship between the rival governments. 

Traveling south, the intra-party coup against Australian Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott may signal a new direction for Australian domestic politics. Yet 
in “The Inherent Safety of Doing Nothing”, Vineet Chandra notes that su-
perficial changes alone may not precipitate fundamental political differences.

Such is the nature of international affairs on every front today. Security 
threats, inter-state relations, and intra-state politics are all subject to mo-
mentous change that is both sudden and unpredictable. Yet nothing occurs 
without its causes, and understanding these is often more important than 
dealing with the outcomes.
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It is usually towards the end of August that 
college students’ Facebook profile pictures 
go from beach scenery to those of under-

graduates surrounded by dozens of adorable 
African children, usually below the age of seven. 
Some go on mission trips, others on health-
care initiatives, and still others on an attempt 
to “find themselves.” Universities, full of intel-
ligent and driven students that strive to make 
a difference, fund multiple programs that send 
students on volunteer trips to developing coun-
tries. While these trips are initiated with good 
intentions, they often produce negative exter-
nalities for the African people by turning into 
trips of volun-tourism. 

Volun-tourism is the practice of traveling 
abroad for a relatively short period of time in 
order to do some volunteer work, for example 
in orphanages or as construction workers for 
new schools. Many studies, often specifically 
focusing on orphanages, have assessed the ef-
fects of these volun-tourism trips. According to 
The Guardian, there has been a boom in the 
number of unregistered orphanages in Ghana. 
Last year, police investigated one such orphan-
age after the rape of an eight-month-old boy 
and discovered that twenty-seven of the thir-
ty-two children were not orphans. A study by 
the Ghanaian government finds that almost 90 
percent of the estimated 4,500 orphans have a 
parent and only eight of the 148 orphanages are 
licensed. As Ghana aims to achieve its economic 
potential, relying on fraudulent orphanages 
to supply enough “volun-tourist” activities to 
meet the demand of western tourists cannot be 
the right path to development. Foreigners that 
pay to volunteer often take the jobs of locals 
who could be paid to do the same work. What 
is more is that many orphanages allow tourists 
to interact with children with little-to-no back-
ground check of the person’s real intentions. 
Three to four weeks later, the volunteers leave 
with a gallery of pictures and memories, and 
the children are left in distress. 

Additionally, having highly educated stu-
dents with little to no experience in construc-
tion build schools and libraries in Tanzania 
hinders construction efficiency, as well as the 
African economy. In an article published by the 
Huffington Post, a high school student work-
ing in Tanzania would spend more than six 

hours each day mixing cement and layering 
bricks to build a school. At the end of each day 
men had to take down the poorly constructed 
structure and rebuild. The students essentially 
paid $3,000 to help build schools when in real-
ity they decreased productivity and took away 
potential jobs from local construction workers. 

Interviews with University of Michigan 
students that spent time in Africa, some that 
participated in volun-tourism trips and some 
that did not, reflect the same concern across the 
board. When looking at East Africa in particu-
lar, while three-week health care mission trips 
may help in the short term, the larger issue 
rooted deep within the system is infrastructure. 
In many places within East Africa, infrastruc-
ture seems to be outdated, while in others such 
as Tanzania, proper infrastructure is lacking al-
together. A report by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) on their infrastructure projects indicated 
that “Africa’s infrastructure lags well behind that 
of the rest of the world with some 30 percent 
[of buildings] in a dilapidated condition and 
massive backlogs in almost every country across 
most infrastructure types.” Improving infra-
structure is key to spurring Africa’s economy 
and increasing its standard of living.

Yet even considering all the possible nega-
tive effects of volun-tourism, it remains un-
clear whether the alternative – doing nothing 
at all – is preferable. This question was posed 
to Leila Chambers at Flying Kites Children’s 
Home in Kenya, as well as to University of 
Michigan Ross School of Business Professors. 
Their response emphasized that the solution is 
found in a bottom-up, rather than a top-down, 
approach. Students might offer resources and 
intellect, not just in a two-week trip with great 
profile-picture opportunities, but in creating 
sustainable aid. Lelia Chambers is a woman 
that has dedicated her life to transforming an 
orphanage in Kenya from a volunteer program 
to an ambassador program. Lelia states that the 
current program “includes an intensive applica-

tion process and requires months of fundraising 
prior to traveling” to ensure the total commit-
ment of the participants to the organization 
and not simply the “experience.” 

Similarly, Fortune 500 companies such as 
Goldman Sachs and IBM have developed pro-
grams that provide cheap consulting services 
to local African businesses. One professor at 
the Ross School of Business participated in 
one such “sustainable aid” program through 
Goldman Sachs. Members of the consulting 
firm discovered a lady brewing her own famous 
“banana beer” in Tanzania, and worked with 
her to help expand her business. By the end 
of their stay, she had become the largest pro-
ducer of “banana beer” in all of East Africa. 
The growth of a business means the growth 
of an economy and ultimately the growth of 
a nation’s people. Ultimately, the goal of aid 
should not be “volun-tourist” in nature, but 
should increase recipients’ agency and reduce 
dependency, helping them create sustainable 
solutions to their problems. 

#SummerInAfrica

- Vaidehi Dongre

Ultimately, the goal of aid should not be 
“volun-tourist” in nature, but should increase 

recipients’ agency and reduce dependency, helping 
them create sustainable solutions to their problems.”
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Nigeria’s Oil Industry
A Sticky Situation
- Paige Frederick 

I t is no secret that Nigeria is one of the top 
players in the oil production industry. The 
country produces about 2.5 million barrels 

of oil per day, is one of the oldest members of 
OPEC, and the highly sought-after commodity 
accounts for most of the country’s exports. Ni-
geria’s abundance of the coveted substance has 
given rise to much oil-related criminal activity, 
such as illegal oil consumption and corruption. 
While pirates of other coastal countries tend to 
hold foreign ships captive for ransom, Nigerian 
pirates prefer to go straight for the oil. 

This year, Nigerian pirates attacked sever-
al ships with the intention of siphoning large 
amounts of crude oil from their capture. As 
recently as September 2015, the Nigerian Navy 
seized an oil vessel by the name of MT Askja 
after it was found to be transporting stolen oil 
to an illegal refinery in the Niger Delta. “Ille-
gal oil refinery” is a combination of words that 
might invoke curiosity and concern in many 
- and it should. An oil refinery is a dangerous 
place to work; not only are explosions a posed 
risk in these spaces (a notable explosion being 
the 2015 Exxon Mobil incident in Torrance), 
but many publications also warn of the health 
dangers brought on by exposure to oil refin-
ing activities. 

Despite these dangers, illegal oil refineries 
remain prevalent in the Niger Delta for mul-
tiple reasons. Some residents have resorted to 
illicit oil production due to the environmental 
degradation oil has wreaked upon their land. In 
many areas in the region, oil has polluted lakes, 
resulting in the decimation of fish populations 
and the diminishing of people’s food supply and 
farmers’ livelihoods. It is no wonder that many 
people negatively affected by the presence of 
oil in their communities have turned to illegal 
oil to make a living – it is oftentimes the only 
viable source of income available and the only 
way they can acquire affordable fuel themselves. 

Oil theft is so common that there has been 
a rise in the formation of groups of oil theft 
unions that are in place to maintain order and 
regulation in the community, with members 
being able to place an illegal tap on a crude oil 
pipeline for approximately $6,200. The produc-
tion and refinement of crude oil is a complex 
process, with refining practices in camps being 
heavily influenced by traditional alcohol dis-

tillation techniques that emerged during the 
Biafra war. As one might expect, there’s a hier-
archy within the illegal oil-refining scheme that 
mainly consists of those who control the taps 
and those who distribute the refined oil. The 
tap owners control a portion of the business 
that can generate around $1 million a month. 

The Nigerian government, specifically the 
Joint Task Force in the Niger Delta, routinely 
performs raids on illegal refinery camps. Care-
lessness in disposing toxic materials results in 
severe environmental degradation and the raids 
are often futile as the camps resume operation 
shortly after. One is left wondering if the raids 
are merely an attempt to make it appear as 
though the government is actively attempting 
to stop illegal oil refining practices, when in 

reality they themselves are involved. It is no 
secret that a sizeable number of high-ranking 
members of the Joint Task Force and other sec-
tors of the Nigerian government hold a stake 
in the illegal oil industry. 

Corruption in the industry is nothing new. 
Newly elected President Muhammadu Buhari, 
a purported proponent of anti-corruption, took 
it upon himself to be primarily responsible for 
Nigeria’s oil portfolio. Buhari has also launched 
investigations regarding the $20 billion in oil 
profits missing from the state controlled oil 
company Nigerian National Petroleum Cor-
poration (NNPC) and released the names of 
ex-ministers of petroleum resources who report-
edly sold stolen crude oil. The investigative ef-
forts are going to prove difficult to accomplish. 
The NNPC is often lacking in important ac-
counting documents and barrels of oil are being 
siphoned via illegal taps daily, making it nearly 
impossible to keep track of the inner-workings 
of NNPC and the oil the company actually has 
in its possession. 

Combating oil theft will be even more dif-
ficult than pinpointing missing profits for the 

government. While many participants in the 
illegal oil industry happen to be ex-oil work-
ers, government officials, and ordinary civil-
ians, many of the big players in the industry 
have also been linked to militant Islamist group 
Boko Haram. It has been speculated that the 
group terrorizing Northern Nigeria receives a 
large portion of its funding from illegal oil theft. 
Buhari has made efforts to restrict the growth of 
Boko Haram by urging the US to lift the Leahy 
Law arms restrictions, thereby strengthening 
the Nigerian military. He has also successfully 
condemned Ghanaian banks harboring large 
amounts of money derived from the Nigerian 
stolen oil industry, making significant attempts 
to tackle illegal oil trading. Buhari and other 
officials understand that quashing the Nigerian 

government’s reported involvement in oil theft 
will require much more than condemnations 
and minister exposés. 

Recently, the NNPC has been working to 
restructure its operations; swapping a shady oil-
bartering program for a straightforward refined 
oil purchasing procedure. Nearly a decade ago, 
the Nigerian Senate stated that the government 
did not know the exact amounts of oil extracted 
each year. Since then, the situation has not got-
ten much better, but new amendments to op-
eration protocols, such as those performed by 
NNPC, have been put in place to help officials 
track oil production and exchange. 

As the newly appointed Nigerian govern-
ment officials attempt to cleanse the Nigerian 
oil industry of corruption and impede the ex-
pansion of illicit oil activities, they face big-
ger challenges. Between battling Boko Haram, 
countering economic loss from the faltering 
oil industry and dealing with other pressing 
national issues, it appears that the government 
has a multitude of vital issues to deal with. Only 
time will tell if Buhari will stay true to his vow 
of anti-corruption. 

As the newly appointed Nigerian government 
officials attempt to cleanse the Nigerian oil 

industry of corruption and impede the expansion of 
illicit oil activities, they face bigger challenges.”
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The largest producer of movies is not—
perhaps surprisingly—Hollywood. It is 
not even Bollywood, but instead Nol-

lywood, Nigeria’s booming and ever-growing 
film industry. Nollywood is wildly popular not 
only in Nigeria, but across Africa. The number 
of international viewers grows each year: Netflix 
even streams 10 Nollywood movies as a part of 
its collection for viewers in the United States. 
Recently, Nollywood produced a movie version 
of the popular novel, Half of a Yellow Sun by 
Chimmamanda Ngozi Adiche. The film’s lead 
roles were already famous Hollywood actors: 
Chiwetel Ejiofor of 12 Years a Slave fame, and 
Thandie Newton from Will Smith’s The Pur-
suit of Happyness. In a country unfortunately 
best known for the terrorist group Boko Ha-
ram, Nollywood is pushing African filmmak-
ing into the leading ranks of the film industry. 
Despite Nigeria’s issues with piracy and produc-
tion quality, this industry could be an extremely 
lucrative venture for Nigeria in a time of eco-
nomic downturn, as well as Africa as a whole 
by means of changing worldwide opinion of a 
much-misunderstood continent. Therefore, if 
Nollywood can effectively challenge the prac-
tice of piracy and thus increase its production 
quality, it can become a genuine presence in 
the global film industry. 

In tackling the primary problems facing 
Nollywood, the most pressing is the issue of 
piracy. Piracy directly affects the ability of the 
movie studios to increase their production qual-
ity. It cuts their profits by more than half and 
producers simply do not have the funds neces-
sary to create what are considered Bollywood 
and Hollywood “high standards.” Nollywood is 
valued at three billion USD, yet only one per-
cent is actually being earned through legitimate 
ticket sales and royalties; illegal vendors selling 
cheap copies on the street are making the rest. 
Though the number of movies produced yearly 
is a staggering number, it will mean nothing un-
til the industry is able to exercise more control 
over the profits made from their movies. 

The first, though perhaps most obvious, solu-
tion to the issue lies with the Nigerian govern-
ment. They must uniformly update and enforce 
anti-piracy laws. The laws are somewhat sparse 
to begin with, and in most cases have not been 
updated since 1999. The Nigerian Copyright 
Commission has increased its efforts to contain 
piracy, as Nollywood is now the second larg-
est employer in Nigeria, but it has made only 

a small dent in halting the rampant piracy. By 
overhauling copyright policy and creating new 
commitment to enforcement, the Nigerian gov-
ernment can help set a new precedent and cre-
ate an environment in which Nollywood can 
expand globally. 

Nollywood must reform its own policies 
as well. Within the industry, agreements and 
deals are often made informally, based only 
on verbal agreements. These practices make 
claims of ownership difficult, weaken the con-
fidence of investors, and create an environment 
in which it is easy to introduce piracy. The pro-
duction companies themselves must begin to 
rely more, if not completely, on written legal 
agreements. Whether this means simply chang-
ing their practices, or hiring more lawyers for 
their companies, it is an essential step in retain-
ing more of their profits. 

A final way Nollywood can fight back against 
piracy is to make its movies available on more 
legitimate online servers. In the age of digitali-
zation, an additional strain on the industry has 
been illegal copies of movies circulating on the 
Internet. The Nigerian government has been 
working on a more strenuous public informa-
tion policy educating citizens on the illegality 
of pirating movies online, but it would serve 
Nollywood well to legitimately make their films 
more widely available on the Internet. This has 
another benefit as well; countries within the Af-
rican continent are the only places these films 
are currently available to the masses and putting 
them on more online servers will make them 
more accessible to non-African countries, open-
ing up new markets for Nollywood. 

There is the argument that Nollywood will 
no longer be accessible to the majority of Afri-
cans, or even the majority of Nigerians if anti-
piracy policies are put into place. The cheap pi-
rated copies are the only way many people have 
access to the films. If this industry shuts off, not 
only could an otherwise booming industry em-
ploying many people be destroyed, but access to 
these movies will become much more limited. 

However, this will only be a temporary setback. 
As the industry grows with the funds saved from 
piracy, it will not only grow the economy, which 
will create more jobs, but also will also lead to 
studios being able to dispense their movies more 
widely at a lower cost. 

Another issue facing Nollywood is a lack of 
production quality. Currently, the Nollywood 
model produces roughly 50 medium to low qual-
ity films per week, but many in the industry 
dream of making higher quality films and pro-
ducing more of what they consider to be “art.” 
A wave of young Nigerian filmmakers, called the 
“New Nigerian Cinema,” are working towards 
creating films that are focused not on the speed 
of production on a reduced budget, but on films 
whose quality can rival those of Hollywood. 
They want to see many Nollywood films at in-
ternationally recognized festivals such as those 
in Cannes and Toronto, not just an exception 
like Half of a Yellow Sun. In order to do this, 
Nollywood as a whole must be reformed, both 
to encourage donors and to be more profitable 
for those actually making the films. Measures to 
curb illegal piracy will foster confidence in the 
ability of these films to provide satisfactory re-
turns on investment, and may increase the avail-
ability of funds to improve production quality. 

Nollywood is on the precipice of being able 
to do what world leaders like Kofi Anan, celeb-
rity activists like Angelina Jolie, and academic 
specialists have as of yet been unable to do: 
change the general perception of the African 
continent. Years after the formal end of colo-
nialism, most in the western world still hold 
erroneous and backwards views of Africa. With 
the reduction of piracy and the increase of pro-
duction quality, the popularization of Nigerian 
movies can give Africans the chance to control 
their own image in the powerful world that is 
pop culture. 

Nollywood is on the precipice of being able to 
do what world leaders like Kofi Annan, celebrity 

activists like Angelina Jolie and academic specialists 
have as of yet been unable to do: change the general 
perception of the African continent.”

Not Hollywood, Not Bollywood: Nollywood

- Emma Stout
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Article 19 of the Universal Dec-
laration on Human Rights 
(UDHR), the Internation-

al Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, and the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights are just 
a few of the international documents 
ratified by Ethiopia which include the 
guarantee of freedom of expression. 
The Ethiopian Constitution, signed in 
1995, nationally reinforces these stan-
dards of freedom of speech. Howev-
er, despite these legal frameworks de-
signed to implement the protection of 
human rights, the Ethiopian government has 
consistently failed to uphold freedom of expres-
sion. Nine bloggers and two journalists, most 
of whom are contributors to Zone 9, a blog 
known for political activism and criticism of 
the government, were arrested in April of 2014 
and charged under Ethiopia’s comprehensive 
antiterrorism law. After almost a year in prison, 
all of the Zone 9 bloggers have been released 
and were acquitted of terrorism charges. These 
recent events involving the classification of dis-
senting journalists as terrorists clearly indicate 
the ongoing problem of the Ethiopian gov-
ernment’s abuse of power. While the bloggers’ 
release from prison is a celebratory occasion, it 
is not exactly a step towards fully incorporated 
freedom of expression. Rather, this is one of 
many unfortunate examples of the suppression 
of speech and the need for greater international 
attention and scrutiny in order to correct these 
abuses. 

Formed in 2012, the Zone 9 blogging net-
work provides analysis of political issues and 
documents human rights abuses, which often 
incriminate the Ethiopian government. In April 
2014, Ethiopian authorities arrested six Zone 
9 bloggers on terrorism charges. The arrests 
sparked international attention and protests in 
Ethiopia. Even though the Ethiopian constitu-
tion guarantees freedom of speech and expres-
sion, the media is state-controlled and there 
is little space for public dissent. Bloggers and 
journalists have taken to online publishing, 
using the Internet as a public forum, due to 
fewer restrictions on online content. Never-
theless, because there is only one internet ser-
vice in Ethiopia which is government-owned, 

government censorship is a regular occurrence. 
The privatization of internet and television pro-
viders would help bolster democratization by 
limiting the involvement of the government in 
the productive sector of the economy, but the 
prospects of this happening anytime soon under 
the authoritarian regime are slim. 

In July 2015, days before U.S. President 
Obama’s visit to Ethiopia, authorities released 
several of the bloggers from prison. Upon his 
visit, President Obama insisted that leaders 
mitigate tension between journalists and the 
government by supporting the advancement 
of political freedoms in order to strengthen the 
African nation as a whole. While the release of 
several of the journalists may have been a strat-
egy to appease the international human rights 
community, said community has in fact done 
little to address these human rights violations. 
The United Nations Special Rapporteurs have 
condemned Ethiopia’s repression of freedom of 
expression. The United Nations Human Rights 
Council likewise has chastised the Ethiopia gov-
ernment in the country’s Universal Periodic 
Review, but no direct actions have been taken 
to implement greater freedom. According to re-
ports from the Universal Periodic Review, there 
is no indication of any Ethiopian willingness 
to revise repressive legislation such as the 2009 
Anti-Terrorism Proclamation. However, the 
international community, especially the United 
Nations, has a responsibility to do more than 
simply suggest reformation of repressive laws. 

The 2009 Proclamation provides an excep-

tionally broad and ambiguous defini-
tion of terrorism that has been used 
to criminalize non-violent political 
dissent and numerous other forms of 
political expression. It states that any-
one who, with the purpose of “advanc-
ing a political, religious or ideologi-
cal cause” or intending to “influence 
the government, intimidate the public 
or section of the public,” is subject 
to punishment by “rigorous impris-
onment from 15 years to life or with 
death.” This proclamation has received 
abundant criticism both from within 

the country and abroad. Critics claim that the 
government abuses this legislation by labeling 
any dissenter as a terrorist. 

Despite growing criticism, Ethiopia con-
tinues to receive unchallenged financial sup-
port from international donors that aid in the 
country’s projected mostly unblemished pub-
lic image. Ethiopia is the host country of the 
African Union Commission, makes significant 
contributions to UN peacekeeping forces, and 
has safety and aid partnerships with Western 
nations. In 2014, Ethiopia received over $500 
million dollars in international humanitarian 
aid, making the country the seventh largest re-
cipient. Donors remain quiet in their criticism 
of Ethiopia’s human rights record and have not 
taken significant action to investigate accusa-
tions of abuses. 

There needs to be greater international in-
volvement regarding the implementation of 
humanitarian aid within Ethiopia. The inter-
national community must enforce strict pun-
ishment, through sanctions and formal indict-
ments, if the Ethiopian government’s human 
rights record does not improve. The govern-
ment could begin with a repeal or significant 
reorganization of the Anti-Terrorism Procla-
mation. The intimidation which radiates from 
this law leaves journalists fearful of publishing 
articles that might be considered nonconform-
ist, and the few brave that do publish their 
own articles in jail. Changing an entire pub-
lic atmosphere to one conducive to discussion 
and equality is not an action that will occur 
overnight, but it is one that is necessary for the 
promotion of human rights. 

Media on Mute in Ethiopia

- Caitlin Thomas

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

Two women socialize in Ethiopia. 
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Located in Zimbabwe, Hwange National 
Park is strengthening surveillance and 
is aggressively on the lookout for those 

individuals responsible for the recent death of 
at least 26 elephants. The elephants were found 
dead with traces of cyanide in their system on 
October 14th. Just a week prior, 14 elephants 
were found dead from the same causes. 

According to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, 100,000 elephants 
have been killed in Africa from 2011 to 2013. 
Poaching of these beautiful creatures has been 
on the rise for a number of reasons, ranging 
from ineffective governance and widespread 
presence of gangs, to the rise of the ivory smug-
gling market in Asia. China in particular has 
been the largest catalyst in the rise of the ivory 
trade. Already the world’s largest ivory con-
sumer, its middle class has shown an increasing 
demand for ivory, and the African elephants 
are paying the price. Ranking second in ivory 
consumption is the United States of America. 
With such large ivory markets in both China 
and the United States, it is time for the gov-
ernments of both of the nations to implement 
more restrictive laws. 

U.S. President Barack Obama and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping have announced plans to 
jointly crack down on the illegal trade of ivory. 
Correspondence between the two leaders signi-
fies a huge step in the process of addressing the 
root causes of poaching. However, issues with 
coordination and accountability could hinder 
its potential for success.

 In late September of this year, the White 
House made a statement that China and the 
United States have agreed to ban commercial 
ivory sales in both countries. The statement 
reiterated that the U.S. and China would take 
part in “joint training, technical exchanges, 
information sharing, and public education on 
combating wildlife trafficking, and enhance 
international law enforcement cooperation in 
this field.” Addressing the specific issue of co-
ordination can be seen as a difficult process 
due to the current political tensions that exist 
between the United States and China. Even 
though both nations negatively affect African 
wildlife, the two nations are currently amidst 
a prolonged trade policy restructuring, which 
may make cooperation difficult. According to 

the Office of the United States Trade Repre-
sentative, the two nations are currently in the 
process of strengthening intellectual property 
rights protection, eliminating discriminatory 
innovation policies, and expanding market ac-
cess for U.S. manufactured goods, agricultural 
products and services. Given China’s and the 
United States’ past conflicts, this could be an 
issue when it comes to working on other im-
portant issues such as the elimination of ivory 
trade and could hinder other joint efforts in this 
field. The best way to ensure that both nations 
are involved is to have a third-party organiza-
tion overlook their efforts. 

The ivory trade has become such a promi-
nent part of some countries’ economies that it 
might be difficult to achieve such far-reaching 
plans. For instance, in Zimbabwe, people have 
received death threats for speaking out against 
those corrupt government officials who are in-
volved in poaching, ivory smuggling, and ille-
gal hunting. Poaching has become a politicized 
business, and the citizens of these countries can 
do very little to curb the illegal acts. As a re-
sult, even if the United States and China were 
to implement public education on combating 
wildlife trafficking and enhanced international 
law enforcement on poaching, it would remain 
difficult to implement these regulations in all 
the countries that practice poaching. A possi-
ble solution should eliminate the roots behind 

ivory demand, thus draining the profitability 
of poaching. 

 The high demand for ivory would poten-
tially decrease if a tighter control on hunting 
were to be put into place. A “tighter control” on 
poaching can consist of a variety of techniques. 
The parks, forests, and other locations where 
the animals reside should be under camera sur-
veillance and security alarm systems 24/7. There 
should be enough security guards or rangers 
to deter poachers to enter the premises and 
attempt any type of killing. While costly, it 
would be the most effective way to keep intrud-
ers out. These funds would come from donors 
such as the World Wildlife Foundation, Wild-
life Conservation Society, Wildlife Alliance, 
and International Fund for Animal Welfare. 
With contributions from these organizations, 
a significant dent in reducing elephant deaths 
can be made. 

African elephants are in great danger be-
cause of the high demand for ivory all around 
the world, including Africa, but especially in 
China and the United States. The restrictive 
laws on ivory poaching that have been imple-
mented by both of these nations could play 
a significant role in reducing animal deaths. 
Nevertheless, curbing the demand for ivory by 
placing strict watch and regulations where there 
is significant wildlife would help decrease the 
amount of elephant deaths even more. 

Elephant Deaths in Zimbabwe and China’s 
Role in the Ivory Market 
- Liliya Kulyk
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A baby elephant in Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe.
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The face of South Africa is changing, and 
with it so too is its post-secondary edu-
cation system. In a country once mired 

by grotesque racial discrimination, black South 
Africans are forming a new middle class, caus-
ing some to reconsider supposedly outmoded 
affirmative action programs that conflate race 
and poverty. The University of Cape Town 
(UCT), South Africa’s most elite university, 
recently instituted new guidelines that deem-
phasize race as a key factor in admission to the 
university in an effort to recognize the new so-
cioeconomic makeup of post-Apartheid South 
Africa. On the heels of this change, South Af-
rican lawmakers this year warned of poten-
tial college tuition hikes in order to balance 
the country’s current budget deficit. Although 
student activists eventually stopped legislative 
efforts to raise the cost of college, South Af-
rica is charting new social ground as the first 
generation of post-Apartheid South Africans 
reach adulthood. Yet institutional changes to 
the South African university system, which 
likely will inhibit poor, black South Africans 
from obtaining college degrees, will stall the 
shrinking racial education gap and slow social 
mobility in the country.

When UCT first considered a change to its 
admissions policy in the spring of 2014, univer-
sity administrators questioned the appropriate-
ness of race-based admissions standards. In its 
executive summary the university concluded 
that a new policy needed to take into account 
the “changing realities of race and class in South 
Africa since 1994.” This included recognizing 
that since the end of Apartheid South Africa has 
developed a new black middle class, which does 
not suffer from a severe lack of resources. The 
university now considers other factors besides 
race, such as schooling and home background, 
when reviewing an applicant for admission. 

Race-based admission standards are certain-
ly divisive, particularly in South Africa where 
“non-racialism” is ensconced in the constitu-
tion. Yet these standards are a necessary means 
to ensuring greater racial equality in one of the 
world’s most racially segregated countries. This 
is particularly true in post-secondary education, 
one of the few social institutions through which 
black South Africans can be upwardly mobile. 
Clearly, UCT’s new admissions policy, in ad-

dition to looming prospects of tuition hikes 
in the coming years, will do little to help poor 
black South Africans obtain a college degree. 
In 2010 only 30 percent of black South Africans 
passed the country’s matriculation examination, 
whereas almost all whites did. Some universities 
have sought to correct this gap by instituting 
different admission standards, including ma-
triculation exam minimums, for the different 
racial categories that make up South African 
society. Still, most black South Africans never 
go to college. At the University of Cape Town, 
black South Africans make up less than a quar-
ter of the university’s student body although 
black citizens comprise about 80 percent of the 
country’s population.

Any policy that does not consider race as a 
legitimate factor in admission is an idealistic 
attempt to declare the country free of struc-
tural racism. UCT administrators assume in 
their executive report a state of equality that 
is not a present-day reality, particularly at a 
university where white students are dispropor-
tionately represented. The University therefore 
must show some restraint before it phases out 
its race-based admissions policy. 

There is, of course, an inherent irony in any 
policy that seeks to dismantle structural racism 

by affirming racial categories, an irony that has 
not been lost on university administrators in 
South Africa. South Africa cannot shrink its 
racial gap in education, however, without trans-
forming its entire education system, from pri-
mary school through its universities. The South 
African government has attempted to advance 
equality in schooling over the past two decades 
and annually contributes the largest portion 
of its budget to education. Yet with a growing 
budget deficit, the government is unlikely to 
appropriate much more to education. Affirma-
tive action programs are therefore a temporary 
bandage, a stopgap for solving South Africa’s 
deep-seated social and racial problems.

UCT’s new admissions policies equalize 
language but not the social landscape. In the 
future, black South Africans, particularly poor 
urban and rural students, are likely to encounter 
more obstacles to enrolling in higher education. 
South Africa’s current financial troubles and the 
concomitant possibility of increased tuition 
costs will only raise the obstacles over which 
many black South Africans must hurdle to go 
to college. The result of these barriers will be 
sluggish social mobility and crystallized socio-
economic classes in a country that has striven 
to move past its racial history. 

Heightened Hurdles
Transforming Education in South Africa
- Stuart Richardson

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

The University of Cape Town has become ground zero for disputes over affirmative action and tuition hikes in 

South Africa. In late October students protested a bill in the Parliament of South Africa to raise the cost of college.  
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Peru’s rapid economic growth has 
helped to reduce the poverty rate by 
28 percentage points since 2002 and 

has made the nation a productive and valu-
able member of the global economy. Despite 
this remarkable growth, however, the Peru-
vian economy, like many economies in the 
region, remains reliant on mineral and metal 
exports, whose prices fluctuate and result in a 
somewhat capricious economic environment 
for the nation as a whole. Peru’s susceptibil-
ity to frequently changing commodity prices 
leave it vulnerable to economic stagnation or 
even downturn. In fact, according to the October 
2015 World Bank Report, the Peruvian economy 
is expected to grow a mere 1.5 percentage points 
in the next year and then plateau at five percent 
growth in the following years. 

Intermittent economic stalls amidst overall 
growth are not atypical throughout Latin Amer-
ica, and the current World Bank projections do 
not diminish the economic progress in the region 
so far. They do, however, highlight the relative fra-
gility of Latin American economies, like Peru’s. 
This fragility creates a precarious environment and 
has the potential to exacerbate inequality in the 
region. Peru’s Gini coefficient ranks 39th in the 
world, meaning that the income distribution in 
Peru is unequal and that there is a large “middle 
class” with disproportionately low incomes and 
few resources. In the long term, a high Gini co-
efficient erodes human capital and fosters dis-
pleasure toward government policies, which ul-
timately impedes the nation’s ability to effectively 
govern and participate in the global marketplace. 
Indeed, Augusto de la Torre, World Bank Chief 
Economist for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
stressed the importance of a thriving workforce 
when he reported that one of the principal con-
cerns for the region “is the fact that workers are 
exiting the labor market altogether, a propensity 
that is particularly marked among less educated, 
young males.” In short, Peru’s recent economic 
slowdown, its shrinking labor force, and its sus-
tained stagnated development is troubling, and 
begs the question: Why is this happening? 

Ostensibly, the 2008 global economic reces-
sion and the recent slowdown in China are to 
blame. However, upon closer examination it is 
clear the problem is embedded deeper in one of 
the largest industries in historical and modern-day 

Peru: cocaine production.  
Over the past few years, Peru and Colombia 

have bobbled the title of top cocaine producer 
back and forth, vacillating according to when each 
respective country is experiencing government 
crackdowns. Right now, the dominant producer 
is Peru, where it is estimated over 60,000 tons 
of coca leaf are cultivated and 330 tons of pure 
cocaine are produced. In 2008 the Latin Ameri-
can Herald Tribune reported that revenues from 
cocaine exports were roughly around $22 billion, 
equivalent to seventeen percent of GDP, which 
at the time was bigger than any single, legitimate 
sector of the economy. After 2008, it is difficult to 
find numbers quantifying the trade, since many 
of its operative components are covert. However, 
even if cocaine production stagnated after 2008 
(though many reports suggest it has increased), 
$22 billion in cocaine exports would still account 
for over nine percent of Peru’s current GDP. With 
this large of a stake in the Peruvian economy, this 
thriving industry simply cannot be overlooked, 
especially since it impacts Peru’s human capital in 
more ways than one. For example, in just one leg 
of the production process, young, male backpack-
ers (called mochileros) are paid handsomely to car-
ry around $125,000 worth of cocaine to traffickers 
who then move the drug for export. According to 
USA Today, this journey of up to 100 miles puts 
the young men at risk of facing “armed gangs, 
crooked police, and rival backpacker groups who 
regularly rob.” Even in this one component of 

the industry, outlets for the depreciated legal 
labor force are negligible. For the mochileros, 
transporting cocaine is a reliable and lucrative 
enterprise when compared with legal alterna-
tives such as farming coffee beans. For gang 
members and corrupt law enforcement, ille-
gal and violent behavior are more profitable 
than joining the traditional workforce. Thriv-
ing markets for cocaine in major countries like 
the United States and Brazil—coupled with 
decreased production in Colombia due to drug 
reduction efforts like “Plan Colombia”—only 
fuel incentives to join the cocaine business. In 

short, to a young, able-bodied male in Peru in 
2015, entering the cocaine production business 
would likely be the most economically appeal-
ing career option.

This is problematic for Peru, because when a 
major portion of its workforce is being siphoned 
off into an illegal industry that fuels destruction 
and unrest, it becomes impossible to achieve sus-
tainable economic growth. And as a developing 
nation, Peru needs to value its human capital more 
than ever. The only way Peru can hope to escape 
its recent economic rut is to revamp its drug crime 
policies and mobilize the illegal workforce to join 
the legal workforce, in the way some of its neigh-
boring countries have. In Colombia, the harsh 
U.S.-funded crackdown policies in “Plan Co-
lombia”, inspired by the “War on Drugs” men-
tality, have dominated drug policy. Contrastingly, 
Evo Morales of Bolivia focuses on regulating and 
preserving the indigenous uses of the plant while 
working cooperatively with coca growers and pro-
moting the development of alternative crops and 
products. While Colombia’s plan is results-driven, 
Bolivia’s policies reflect consideration for the peo-
ple involved in production and concern for the 
sustainability of the solution. Peru’s best chance 
at a strong economic upswing is to incentivize its 
labor force to channel their work into legal agri-
cultural or production work through persuasive 
government subsidies and a friendly regulatory 
and work environment. This would allow farm-
ers, for example, to profit off legal goods such as 
coffee or sugar to such an extent that the risks of 
growing coca would far outweigh the benefits. 
In this way, Peru would increase the volume and 
quality of its human capital, grow legal industries, 
and ultimately begin down the road of sustainable 
economic development. 

Blame it on Cocaine
Peru’s Economic Stagnation & Illicit Industry
- Maria Fabrizio
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Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, right, listens to 

Vice Adm. Carlos Tejada, Peruvian navy commander 

of the Amazon region of Peru, explain policing opera-

tions against drug trafficking along the Amazon River. 
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New developments have arisen in a 
20-year-old case between Chevron, 
an American oil company, and the 

indigenous people of Sucumbíos, Ecuador, 
which questions the legitimacy of previous 
judgments. In 1993 thousands of indigenous 
people under the leadership of American law-
yer Steven Donziger launched a case against 
Texaco-Chevron that sought reparations for 
long-term pollution over a period of roughly 50 
years. Several oil spills and adverse health effects 
in indigenous communities throughout the 
region prompted Ecuadorian courts to rule in 
favor of the plaintiffs in a landmark judgment. 
However, Chevron struck back and American 
courts annulled the judgment in 2014 based 
on accusations of corruption against Donziger. 
Chevron’s credibility now has been jeopardized 
as its key witness claims that he lied after be-
ing bribed by the company. As corruption is 
present on all levels, it becomes clear that this 
case can no longer be held in a forum where 
bias plays a role. The case will need to be com-
pletely re-evaluated, but should be done so on 
an unbiased, international level to ensure that 
the indigenous people of Sucumbíos receive 
their deserved reparations.

The American company of Texaco was first 
invited to Ecuador in 1964 to begin oil explora-
tion in the region of Sucumbíos in the Amazon 
Basin. The area proved to be rich with oil, and 
drilling began in 1972. Over the next twenty 
years, Texaco continued to drill in the region 
until its concessions were completely nation-
alized and given to the Ecuadorian company 
Petroecuador in 1993. Through the use of out-
dated extraction that lacked regulation by ei-
ther the U.S. or Ecuadorian governments, the 
work of Texaco caused significant damage to the 
region as 18 billion gallons of wastewater were 
dumped into rivers. The company also left 1000 
open-air waste pits, full of toxin-ridden sludge 
that occasionally overflowed into waterways 
during heavy rain. This has had an unquestion-
ably negative effect on the indigenous people of 
Sucumbíos. The Huaorani group, for example, 
depends on subsistence agriculture as well as 
hunting and fishing. With toxins seeping into 
the soil and animals being killed from the water, 
sustenance measures have declined significantly. 
According to Amazon Watch, increased cases of 

cancer and birth defects have occurred amongst 
the population and an independent expert on 
the case stated that the company is considered 
to be responsible for some 1400 cases of cancer 
among the indigenous people.

Texaco, which Chevron bought in 2001, de-
fends itself by claiming it has made substantial 
efforts to clean up the waste for which it was 
responsible and by asserting that Petroecuador 
has caused damage since it took over drilling in 
1993. The Ecuadorian Supreme Court deemed 
that cleanup efforts were not sufficient and ac-
knowledged the fact that Petroecuador large-
ly inherited Texaco’s substandard equipment. 
For these reasons, the court ruled in 2011 that 
Chevron was responsible for paying $9.5 billion 
worth of reparations to the roughly 30,000 na-
tive Ecuadorians affected by the toxic waste that 
destroyed their lands. Judge Nicolas Zambrano 
ruled that the money should be spent on soil 
restoration, healthcare, water decontamination, 
and further wildlife restoration. The judgment 
was a victory for the Ecuadorians of Sucumbíos, 
but both sides appealed. Chevron stated that 
the claims were false and the indigenous people 
wanted more reparations, in the amount of $131 
billion. As of 2014, the tides turned: Chevron 
provided evidence that Mr. Donziger, who rep-
resented the Ecuadorians had bribed an Ecua-
dorian ex-judge, Alberto Guerra, to ghostwrite 
favorable opinions for the indigenous people 
and thus sway Judge Zambrano’s ruling. Judge 
Lewis A. Kaplan of Manhattan overturned the 
Ecuadorian court’s ruling, claiming that pollu-
tion had indeed occurred, but that the case was 
marred by corruption on behalf of the Ecua-
dorians’ attorneys.

This drew a favorable conclusion for Chev-
ron after over twenty years of being embroiled 
in what was a costly legal battle. But now the 
case has changed course again. Chevron’s star 
witness, Alberto Guerra, now claims he lied 
on behalf of the company and was bribed to 
testify in the New York court to overturn the 
original ruling. As a corrupt ex-judge who had 
been fired from his job, this is not completely 
unheard of: Guerra has a history of accepting 
bribes. Bloomberg reports that Chevron relo-
cated Guerra and his family to the U.S. and 
paid their living expenses as compensation for 
obtaining his testimony. Guerra now claims 

that his entire testimony was a lie, completely 
obliterating any legitimacy on the part of Chev-
ron while at the same time highlighting corrup-
tion on both sides.

Guerra’s statement has deep implications for 
this and similar future cases. The fact that he 
is forfeiting any benefits from Chevron for his 
involvement adds credence to Guerra’s claims. 
With this new testimony, the courts will have 
to disregard the evidence that Chevron gave 
against Donziger. All testimonies will have to 
be reassessed to see how corruption may have 
played a role. Unfortunately, this new develop-
ment does not mean that the Ecuadorians will 
receive their reparations: Chevron’s credibility 
may be destroyed but that is not to say that 
there was absolutely no corruption on the side 
of the Ecuadorians.

Guerra’s statements ultimately unearth cor-
ruption that is likely in other aspects of the case, 
such as the Ecuadorian court system. To eradi-
cate the issue, this case should not be handled 
in Ecuador or the United States. Given the 
potential leverage that either side holds, an un-
biased, international forum should evaluate the 
case thoroughly. The UN Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Rights is a good place to start. The 
forum does not typically handle cases such as 
this, but such an incident should provide incen-
tive to create a tribunal. Both governments have 
their own interests to consider, and a UN forum 
dedicated to indigenous issues would provide 
necessary objectivity. That is not to say that the 
Ecuadorian government should step back alto-
gether: stricter regulations should be in place to 
monitor oil companies that drill on indigenous 
lands. All stages of drilling, extraction methods, 
and cleanup should be monitored by the state, 
given that it is the government’s duty to pro-
mote the wellbeing of its citizens.

Wherever the credibility lies, pollution has 
devastated the lives of indigenous people living 
near oil drilling in Sucumbíos, therefore repa-
rations should still be in order. If a judgment 
is ruled against Chevron, precedent will have 
been set and a monumental step will have been 
taken to ensure and protect indigenous interests 
on a much more global scale. 

Ecuador vs. Chevron
Is There Any Credibility?
- Ava Tavrazich
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In the 1980s and early 1990s, Bogotá was 
no exception to the chaos that plagued the 
rest of Colombia. Violence, kidnappings, 

and petty crime were perpetrated by diverse 
groups. The streets were disorganized, no reli-
able public transportation existed, and the city 
suffered from high levels of pollution. Bogotá 
was viewed as one of the most miserable cities 
in the world, in addition to being one of the 
most violent. The 2015 local elections in Co-
lombia saw a blast from the past as voters in 
the capital Bogotá punished the left for twelve 
years of stagnation and corruption and reelected 
Enrique Peñalosa, who had effectively combat-
ted the city’s problems in the 1990s. Peñalosa’s 
new center-right mayorship should change the 
tide of Bogotá’s rising petty crime rate, admin-
istrative inefficiency, and mobility issues across 
the city of 8,000,000. 

The October 1994 local elections were the 
first opportunity for change in Bogotá. Anta-
nas Mockus, a former president and professor 
of philosophy at the National University, was 
elected mayor of the troubled capital. With a 
reputation for unique methods of crowd con-
trol and maintaining order, including moon-
ing a group of unruly students in 1993, Mockus 
got to work with his “classroom of 6,000,000 
people.” The central focus of his administration 
was an emphasis on citizen culture, teaching 
people in Bogotá how to behave like a collec-
tive citizenry, rather than as individuals. His 
policies included hiring mimes to make fun of 
traffic violators, dressing up as a superhero to 
take down illegal flyers and propaganda from 
the streets, and investing a larger portion of the 
now balanced city budget to education and al-
ternate programs in troubled neighborhoods. 
Crime dropped significantly during his tenure, 
but the prohibition on running for two con-
secutive terms in Colombia meant the election 
of a new mayor. 

Economist and urban planner Enrique Pe-
ñalosa, Mockus’ opponent in the 1994 elec-
tions, had a set plan for Bogotá. After being 
elected mayor in 1998, he went to work with 
infrastructural improvements with a bus rapid 
transit system, mega libraries, and a bike net-
work that would rival that of European cities. 
Despite his unpopularity at the time, nearly all 
of Peñalosa’s promises were kept, and much of 

Bogotá’s success is due to the infrastructural 
improvements that occurred under his admin-
istration. Another Mockus administration im-
mediately after Peñalosa continued the prog-
ress for Bogotá. By 2003, crime had dropped 
significantly, nearly every child was in school, 
and every home had access to sewers, running 
water and electricity.

The resulting positivity led to the unprec-
edented election of Lucho Garzón, a member 
of a left-wing party, to office in 2004. Garzón 
began a program to give breakfast to the city’s 
homeless and poor— the central policy of his 
administration— but proved unable to con-
tinue Mockus and Peñalosa’s plan for the city 
as a whole. Despite his good intentions, Gar-
zón’s lack of administrative capability caused 
Bogotá’s growth to stagnate, while paving the 
way for the election of the most destructive of 
Bogotá’s mayors. 

The election of Samuel Moreno Rojas, from 
the same party as Garzón and the grandson of 
Colombia’s only dictator Gustavo Rojas Pini-
lla, proved to be disastrous. Moreno’s brother, a 
Senator, along with several construction groups, 
were involved in a contract “carrousel”, where 
contracts for city projects were handed out on a 
revolving basis to Moreno’s friends in exchange 
for bribes and a significant percentage of each 
contract. New construction projects that would 
never be finished were launched across Bogotá, 
projects started during previous administrations 
were slowed, and more was stolen. The scandals 
angered residents and were so egregious, they 
resulted in Moreno’s removal from office by the 
National Inspector General in 2011. 

In 2011, ex M-19 guerrilla and sole leftist 
candidate Gustavo Petro was elected mayor 
with 32 percent of the vote against a fragmented 
right. Petro, without the support of the city 
council, began to rule by decree. Unpopular 
policies and an increasingly dictatorial nature 
alienated him from even his allies, while his 
already low support in Bogotá plummeted. 
Many programs were rapidly implemented 
without considering the consequences, also 
proving unpopular. Although his government 
agenda “Humane Bogotá” did make advances 
in providing for the poorest residents of the 
city, it seemingly ignored the lower-middle and 
middle classes. Traffic—always an issue in the 

capital— worsened, and the bus rapid transit 
system constructed by Mockus and Peñalosa 
became overcrowded and inefficient. Petro was 
also removed by the Inspector General in 2013, 
but was reinstated four months later following 
an order by the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights, which trumps national law 
according to the Colombian Constitution.

The 2015 mayoral elections had different re-
sults. Peñalosa, having been defeated in the 2014 
Presidential elections, faced competition from 
leftist Clara López—Samuel Moreno’s Secre-
tary of Government—who also lost in the 2014 
Presidential elections, and Rafael Pardo, who 
served as interim mayor during Petro’s absence 
in 2014. Despite Peñalosa’s four unsuccessful 
runs for Mayor, he defeated Pardo and López 
in a tightly contested race on October 25. The 
turning point for Peñalosa’s campaign came a 
week before the election itself, when he received 
the support of Antanas Mockus. Mockus and 
Peñalosa have fundamental differences in ideol-
ogy, but Mockus’ support signaled reconcilia-
tion and trust between the two leaders.

Peñalosa’s strengths as an administrator have 
often been undone by his lack of political savvy, 
forming coalitions for his many unsuccessful 
runs for office with groups that come to op-
pose him when he runs for a different elec-
tion. Peñalosa sees himself as an independent 
– he will ally with anybody in order to carry 
out his vision for the city, perhaps his greatest 
disadvantage.

Peñalosa made big promises in the 1998 elec-
tions to improve mobility, recuperate public 
space, make the city safe for bikers and pedestri-
ans, and create opportunities for disadvantaged 
children through education and recreation. In 
2015, he plans to overhaul the public transpor-
tation system, decontaminate and cement the 
heavily-polluted Bogotá River into a pedestrian 
area, and continue the construction of bike net-
works and schools. Given his track record, the 
support from Mockus, and from city council, 
Bogotá can breathe easy again. 

Bogotá’s Blast from the Past

- Daniel Medendorp
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On May 20th, 2015, ExxonMobil re-
leased a press statement announcing 
“a significant oil discovery on the Sta-

broek Block, located approximately 120 miles 
offshore Guyana,” reigniting a longstanding 
territorial dispute between Venezuela and its 
tiny neighbor, Guyana. On May 26, Venezuelan 
President Nicolás Maduro declared his coun-
try’s sovereignty over this Essequibo region and 
the sea around it, where Exxon discovered oil. 
In his statement, Maduro claims that Venezu-
ela, “reserves the right to execute all actions in 
the diplomatic field and in accordance with in-
ternational law” to preserve its sovereignty over 
the Essequibo Reclamation Zone. Determined 
to gain control of the Essequibo, Venezuela has 
refused to renew a trade deal with Guyana, 
created a commission for Border Issues, and 
deployed its military by the border. Venezuela’s 
actions to control the Essequibo region will 
likely fail, as President Maduro’s economic and 
political motivations fuel Venezuela’s ineffective 
attempts to intimidate Guyana. 

In 1899, a Paris arbitration tribunal shaped 
the current boundaries of the disputed “Es-
sequibo” region, though sixty years later Ven-
ezuela rejected this arbitration. In 1966, the 
Geneva Agreement established a mixed com-
mission between the two parties; however, dur-
ing negotiations, Venezuela carried out military 
missions on the border, ending any chances of 
compromise. Currently, the international com-
munity recognizes Essequibo as part of Guyana. 
Guyana, a former British colony and the only 
English-speaking country in South America, 
feels that Venezuela is attempting to steal its 
newfound oil wealth. In refusing to re-sign a 
critical oil-for-rice deal with Guyana, creating 
the Presidential Commission for Border Issues, 
and disseminating Venezuelan troops close to 
the border, Venezuela has shown its commit-
ment to attain the Essequibo. 

 Economic motives clearly drive Presi-
dent Maduro’s actions in the Essequibo region, 
as Maduro reaffirmed Venezuela’s control of the 
region only six days after ExxonMobil’s press 
release. Venezuela highly depends on its oil rev-
enues, which account for 96 percent of export 
earnings, 40 percent of government revenues, 
and 11 percent of GDP, according to the United 
States Central Intelligence Agency. Likewise, 

global declines in oil prices have decimated 
Venezuela’s economy. The country’s high cost 
oil production and poor cash flow in its oil sec-
tor have led to declines in both investment and 
production in its petroleum sector. Faced with 
triple digit inflation and food shortages across 
the country, Venezuela is in dire need of a solu-
tion. With Foreign Policy estimating roughly 1.5 
billion barrels of oil off the Guyanese-Essequibo 
coast, Venezuela views the resource-rich Esse-
quibo territory as an economic opportunity. 

While neither the international community 
nor ExxonMobil validate Venezuela’s claim on 
the disputed territory, Maduro’s actions have 
unanimous domestic support. For generations, 
Venezuelans have been taught that the so-called 
“Essequibo Reclamation Zone” belongs to them 
and was unfairly given to Guyana. Maduro 
is advantageously using the border dispute to 
divert attention away from severe internal eco-
nomic and social issues, such as high inflation, a 
lingering recession and widespread crime. With 
popularity levels hovering around twenty-eight 
percent according to the New York Times, Pres-
ident Maduro aspires to improve his domes-
tic popularity by making ostensibly legitimate 
moves to acquire the Essequibo. With looming 
December legislative elections, acquiring the 
Essequibo seems like the only way Maduro’s 
majority will remain in power, barring a sud-
den economic improvement. 

President Maduro has claimed that the 
matter can only be settled diplomatically, not 
militarily, but his actions have indicated the 
opposite. Venezuela’s recent bully-like actions 
include canceling the oil-for-rice deal with 
Guyana, planning an advertising campaign to 
convince Essequibo residents in to live under 
Venezuelan rule, and placing Venezuelan troops 
close to the border. By canceling the oil-for-
rice trade deal, Venezuela effectively punished 
Guyana for not ceding the Essequibo, aggravat-
ing diplomatic relations between the countries. 
To make matters worse, Venezuela is trying to 
convince Guyanese residents to abandon their 
nationality and is issuing 200,000 identification 
cards to roughly a quarter of Guyanese citizens. 
The Essequibo functions as part of Guyana with 
no trace of Venezuelan influence, and if imple-
mented, the ambitious campaign will likely 
fail. Venezuela’s most recent and most signifi-

cant attempt to increase the effectiveness of its 
threat was initiating “an extraordinary military 
deployment” close to the border. According to 
Reuters, Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladi-
mir Padrino said that “the armed forces were 
conducting military exercises,” but this move 
seems more like an act of intimidation. Venezu-
ela’s bullying tactics decrease the effectiveness 
of its attempts to settle the matter. 

Venezuela’s economic and political motives 
for gaining control of the Essequibo region are 
unjustified. President Nicolás Maduro’s recent 
actions undermine his stated objective of re-
solving the conflict diplomatically, which puts 
into question his true intentions. Guyana is 
vehemently opposed to ceding roughly 2/3 of 
its territory to Venezuela and is unlikely to com-
promise its land, especially with support from 
transnational players like ExxonMobil. A dem-
ocratic solution for the territorial dispute would 
include a referendum by Essequibo residents, 
monitored by the United Nations to prevent 
meddling and corruption. Venezuela would 
likely oppose this solution due to evidence that 
Essequibo residents identify themselves as Guy-
anese citizens. For now, Guyana has rallied its 
allies, successfully getting members of the Ca-
ribbean Community (CARICOM) to declare 
their support for Guyanese sovereignty. Nico-
lás Maduro has a track record of creating con-
flicts with other countries, including the United 
States and Colombia, and adding Guyana to 
the list further worsens his global reputation in 
addition to his domestic shortcomings. 

The Essequibo
Nicolás Maduro’s Scapegoat
- Laura Vicinanza
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The red and green regions comprise the Essequibo 

region, roughly 2/3 of Guyanese territory.
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Desperate for a scapegoat, Venezuela has 
been brutally deporting Colombian 
immigrants in an unjust attempt to 

blame them for its own economic mismanage-
ment and increasing violence. Under the socialist 
regime of President Nicolas Maduro, Venezuela 
has experienced unprecedented violence, a triple 
digit inflation rate, and prolonged shortages of 
basic necessities. According to the New York 
Times, economic growth has fallen and homi-
cides have reached record-breaking rates as a 
result of these policies. As an oil dependent na-
tion, the roots of these problems are largely due 
to the 2014 plummet in oil prices. The source 
of Venezuela’s instability is not Colombian in-
terference but rather lies in domestic issues, in-
cluding the decline in oil prices, cumbersome 
economic regulations, weak gun control policies, 
and poorly funded public safety organizations.

Rather than reforming his policies to fit 
Venezuela’s needs, Mr. Maduro has turned in-
stead to blaming Colombian immigrants for 
the country’s misfortunes. Following an August 
19th clash in San Antonio del Tachira where 
presumed Colombian motorcyclists shot three 
Venezuelan police officers, Maduro condemned 
the incident as a paramilitary attack and de-
creed a state of emergency in more than six 
municipalities along the border. The decree au-
thorized the National Guard to close the border 
and brutally expel 20,000 Colombian immi-
grants from their homes. In turn, the unprec-
edented level of deportations has overwhelmed 
Colombia and resulted in a humanitarian cri-
sis. Although Colombia condemned the force-
ful deportations as human rights abuses, The 
Guardian reports that Maduro defended his 
actions by accusing Colombians of attributing 
to Venezuela’s chronic shortages and violence by 
smuggling subsidized goods across the border. 

While there have been some instances of 
smuggling due to large price gaps between sub-
sidized Venezuelan goods and those in Colom-
bia, these have been exaggerated by the Ven-
ezuelan government. Mr. Maduro claims that 
40 percent of Venezuelan goods are smuggled 
across the border, but according to BBC news 
this figure is most likely false given Venezuela’s 
history of inflating statistics. Similarly, some 
violence has also erupted between Colombian 
immigrants and Venezuelan nationals, but the 

majority of Venezuela’s vio-
lence takes place within the 
country, between its own do-
mestic gangs. More impor-
tantly, such strife is more 
likely a result of poor eco-
nomic conditions than Co-
lombian aggressiveness.

By waging a war on Co-
lombian immigrants, Madu-
ro has only succeeded in ad-
dressing the symptoms, not 
roots, of his erroneous social-
ist policies. All of this reflects 
the desperate hold on power 
that the socialist regime pre-
viously experienced under Hugo Chavez. What 
Maduro fails to realize is that conditions have 
changed. Not only has socialism lost its initial 
support, but the drop in oil prices means Ven-
ezuela can no longer afford large subsidies if it 
wants to maintain a healthy economy and high 
presidential approval ratings. The symptoms of 
economic failure are everywhere, from increas-
ing violence and criminal activity to hyperin-
flation and unprecedented levels of poverty. 
Ironically, these problems only exacerbate the 
country’s security threats, which Maduro con-
tinues to paint as Colombian creations. 

But Venezuelans aren’t buying it. Income 
inequality fuels criticism of Maduro. Recent 
decreases of the minimum wage to less than a 
dollar per day (which serves as the living wage 
for the 50 percent of the labor force) dispro-
portionately affect Venezuela’s poorest citizens. 
As such, they’ve taken to supporting opposition 
parties that criticize the government for creating 
a diversion amid the economic and national se-
curity crises. The blow in support is reflected in 
the ruling party’s plummeting approval ratings. 
Thus, Maduro’s attempt to blame Colombian 
immigrants is not only inaccurate; it’s ineffec-
tive. With parliamentary elections scheduled 
for December, it doesn’t look like he’ll be able 
to keep the charade up much longer.

Polls consistently show that the reigning so-
cialist party could lose control of parliament as 
inflation and crime continue to rise. According 
to The Economist, the government has only 
made mild attempts to address these issues by 
instituting rations and a new safety program, 

Operation, Liberation, 
and Protection of the 
People (OLP). However, 
these solutions have prov-
en to be burdensome and 
abusive to Venezuelans. 
Rations require proof of 
extensive government 
documents and OLP has 
taken to using brutal tac-
tics to disarm suspected 
criminals. While BBC 
reports President Madu-
ro and Colombian Presi-
dent Santos have agreed 
to normalize relations and 

return ambassadors to their respective posts in 
September, a date has not been set for border 
re-openings, and negotiations are therefore un-
likely to resolve the current crisis. As such, citi-
zens are skeptical of Maduro’s judgment, and 
neither these moderate efforts nor the govern-
ment’s tight grasp on the media are likely to 
alter public opinion in time for the elections. 

In order to ensure the long-term wellbe-
ing of its country, Venezuela needs to reform 
its socialist policies towards a more liberalized 
economy and strengthen its law enforcement 
programs. With unprecedented inflation, con-
tracting the money supply and increasing taxes 
may prove too burdensome to Venezuelan citi-
zens. Thus, decreasing subsidies should be the 
first step in liberalizing economic policy. As 
prices increase towards their real value, the se-
verity of shortages will decrease, inflation will 
decline, and there will be less incentives for 
smuggling. Furthermore, reducing subsidies 
would divert wasteful government spending 
towards better uses, such as strengthening its 
relatively weak law enforcement agencies. Not 
to mention these reforms are likely to relieve 
Venezuela from the stagnation it is currently 
experiencing. In addition to economic reforms, 
it is imperative that Venezuela take steps to 
normalize relations with Colombia in order to 
repair border tensions. While these reforms are 
unlikely to be enacted under President Maduro, 
public disapproval and parliamentary elections 
could provide the political conditions for a new 
President, and meaningful economic reform, in 
impending years. 

Maduro’s War on Immigrants

- Meghan Rowley
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As dawn breaks over Caracas, throngs of 
shoppers are already queuing in lines 
that stretch around the block in an ef-

fort to secure whichever basic necessities have 
recently run scarce. Today, the stores have run 
out of diapers and cooking oil; tomorrow, Ven-
ezuelan president Nicolás Maduro may be run 
out of his job. A sustained dip in oil prices has 
sent the petro-state’s economy into a tailspin. 
Soaring inflation and forecasts of a seven percent 
contraction this year have crushed the supply of 
goods, turning the most basic items into luxu-
ries in Venezuela. Maduro has publically blamed 
the country’s deteriorating economic situation 
on the hoarding of private businesses, while his 
detractors blame the country’s intricate system 
of price controls. Whatever the truth may be, 
Maduro is under siege with approval ratings as 
low as twenty-five percent. Falling oil prices have 
hurt his precarious grasp on power, but most of 
all they have hurt the country’s civilian gover-
nance. In a country with only 50 years of expe-
rience in civilian led government, the shadow 
of military influence is beginning to seep into 
national politics once again, and the collapsing 
political consensus threatens to exacerbate this 
trend. Unless Chavez’s heir stages a miraculous 
recovery, the world may be witnessing Venezu-
ela’s abrupt slide back into military rule under 
the guise of civilian oversight. 

With an eye on the looming elections in late 
2015, Maduro has hitched a lifeboat to the mili-
tary, counting on their support to carry his party 
through the election cycle. The president has 
appointed former and current members to top 
government positions. Military personnel now 
direct the country’s defense, electricity, food, 
industry, interior, justice, transportation, and 
finance departments, and they run nearly half of 
Venezuela’s states. The price of their support has 
been steep, but Venezuela’s president was hardly 
spoiled for options. With the military now able 
to use their formidable institutional resources 
in the political sphere after the Supreme Court’s 
recent decision to overturn a constitutional ban 
on military involvement in political activities, the 
loss of their support would have meant death for 
Maduro’s party and presidency. The president’s 
pragmatic compromise may save his job, but cost 
him the country. With such low public approval 
ratings, the regime’s legitimacy is currently un-

derwritten almost exclusively by the military’s 
monopoly on force. Maduro cannot say no to 
the only institution standing between his party 
and the political opposition, even before taking 
into account that military officials now run the 
vast majority of the country’s day to day opera-
tions. Unless the current regime can find diverse 
sources of support, the military’s wishes will con-
tinue to be eminently important. Whether the 
military will use its new position to control the 
nation’s politics remains to be seen, but Venezu-
ela’s leader appears to have bought a presidency 
without power, and for the time being the mili-
tary holds the keys to the capital. 

The military has a structural hold on the 
current regime’s politics, but Maduro’s actions 
also threaten the future of democratic plural-
ism in Venezuela. Even with the military’s sup-
port, the possibility of the opposition sweeping 
the upcoming legislative elections is very real, 
which presents Maduro and the military with 
significant challenges. Not only would Maduro 
become a lame duck president until his term 
expired in 2019, but he would face significant 
pressure to step down and force new executive 
elections. Either event would spell disaster for 
an officer corps that has operated outside of the 
bounds of the law for decades and of whom the 
opposition is incredibly suspicious. 

Maduro’s exit from power would lead to the 
loss of the cabinet seats and influence the officer 
corps had just acquired, but something more 
sinister lurks beneath a thin veneer of plausible 
deniability. While Chavez and Maduro turned a 
blind eye, the upper echelon of the armed forc-
es became heavily involved in drug trafficking 
operations in order to line their own pockets. 
Several military leaders and intelligence officers 
have found themselves on the United States’ 
blacklist for their connections to Colombian 
drug traffickers and participation in Venezuela’s 
black market. Overlooked participation in drug 
trafficking as well as other illicit and corrupt 
dealings by the Venezuelan military are charges 
Maduro’s opposition have leveled against the 
government. The regime’s political opponents 
are being buoyed in part by dissatisfaction with 
the privilege and lawlessness that runs rampant 
throughout the armed forces, and should they 
emerge victorious in the upcoming elections the 
military will face troublesome investigations. 

Since the inception of the Bolivarian Repub-
lic, military personnel have stood as the impar-
tial stewards of Venezuela’s democracy, ensuring 
compliance with electoral laws and safeguarding 
the balloting process. As the corrupt world that 
lies beneath the military’s public image faces 
exposure from Maduro’s opponents, the mili-
tary can no longer be understood as impartial. 
It would be highly unlikely for them to accept 
results that threatened their political and eco-
nomic enterprises. Because of the regime’s weak 
political standing the military has found itself 
with both the means and motive to coopt the 
results of the next election cycle. If the military 
crosses into the realm of elections tampering 
there will be no going back for legitimate civil-
ian governance in Venezuela. The military’s list 
of institutional crimes is too long for it to allow a 
civilian administration that vehemently opposes 
its actions decide its fate. 

As this year’s elections approach, Venezuela’s 
majority party is desperately trying to fend off its 
surging opponents. However, Maduro and com-
pany should be concerning themselves with up-
rooting the military from the influential position 
they have entrenched themselves in. Although 
Maduro and his party are the only institution 
with any hope of fixing the current situation, 
they find themselves beholden to the military 
and beset on all sides by political enemies. The 
integrity of Venezuelan democracy is at stake, 
but it seems unlikely that Maduro and his party 
members would willingly give up power in a 
bid to stave off the growing shadow of de facto 
military rule. It remains to be seen whether the 
armed forces will coopt the election results, but 
events culminating in Maduro’s appointments 
may have made the structural incentives to do 
so too great to ignore. 

Shadows Over Caracas
The Breakdown of Civil-Military Relations in Venezuela
- Brian Henderson 



AMERICAS   //   13

On October 25th, Haiti’s presidential 
primary elections were held, narrow-
ing the country’s fifty-four candidates 

to two who will compete for the presidency on 
December 27th. However, following the un-
fortunate trend of many developing states in 
the Caribbean, what dominated the news cycle 
was not the results themselves, but rather the 
turmoil surrounding those results. Accusations 
of electoral fraud, subsequent rioting, and in-
creased numbers of voter arrests (roughly three 
hundred) are unfortunately becoming com-
monplace in Haiti, a state that ranks 161st (out 
of 175) on Transparency International’s Cor-
ruption Perception Index. But in the midst of 
all these tragic stories, one stands out as being 
both highly outrageous and odd. 

The departing President Michael Martel-
ly is set to endow almost 40 members of his 
Cabinet with $50,000 golden parachutes. In 
addition to this, the Ministers will receive a 
departure bonus, free police protection, and a 
duty-free vehicle.

Martelly defends this decision as an “anti-
corruption measure.” By bestowing his closest 
advisors with these benefits, he argues, they 
will be less likely to take money from non-
governmental third party actors. However this 
view shows a blatant lack of understanding of 
the root of corruption in Haiti, or purposeful 
ignorance at best.

It is true that the country’s GDP per capita 
of $2000 a year is a mere fraction of the ben-
efits Martelly is promising his cabinet members. 
Therefore, bribery is unlikely. Furthermore, un-
like many struggling states in the Global South, 
such as Colombia or Peru, Haiti does not have a 
major industry to pose the threat of corruption. 
The central conflict in Haiti is not between 
the oligarchical and narcotics-trafficking elite, 
or an otherwise powerful industrial or crimi-
nal entity generating income from outside the 
country; it is merely between the wealthy elite 
and a vastly impoverished citizenry. Much of 
the state’s low GDP is derived from nationalized 
industries such as agriculture and tourism. To-
day, exports make up fourteen percent of Haiti’s 
GDP, whereas merchandise trade makes up over 
50 percent. Thus, there would likely be no such 
threat of corruption by way of bribery in Haiti.

The President’s “anti-corruption” measures 

actually exemplify an academic definition of 
corruption: “The use of public goods for private 
gains.” Instead of being used to curb corrup-
tion, the parachutes are a corrupt measure in 
and of themselves. According to political scien-
tist James Morrow, states such as Haiti, with a 
pseudo-authoritarian regime and high levels of 
electoral fraud, need only a small coalition of 
supporters to keep the ruling party in power. To 
please this coalition, the candidate uses public 
assets (i.e. government money) to provide pri-
vate benefits, like the parachutes, to his or her 
supporters (in this case, the Ministers). 

Compared to its neighbors, Haiti has a no-
tably bad record of public goods distribution. 
According to Gapminder, twenty-five percent 
of roads are paved, and health and military ex-
penditure make up 6.9 percent and 0.1 percent 
of the GDP, respectively. In comparative coun-
tries, these numbers are much higher. Consid-
ering that the parachutes were provided by the 
government, and that government revenue is 
not, on a whole, directed toward public goods, 
the situation suggests that part of said revenue 
went to the dispersing of $2,000,000 worth of 
golden severance packages. 

So what would a feasible anti-corruption 
measure in Haiti’s situation be? We can look 
to a country similar to Haiti—Barbados—as a 
model. Despite a similar geographic location, a 
history of colonialism, and an economy heavily 
based on tourism, Barbados ranks 17th on the 
CPI, and boasts a GDP per capita of $16,000. 
Barbados’ success likely lies in their recognition 
of the importance of an international economy 
and foreign direct investment (FDI). Though 
their economy was once as agro-dependent as 
Haiti’s, exports now comprise 60 percent of its 
economy. Island states are naturally resource-
barren, but by embracing modern services such 

as offshore finance, they are able to create their 
own export opportunities.

To do this, however, Haiti will need to en-
courage FDI. FDI is so deeply entrenched as an 
anti-corruption measure that it is often used by 
political scientists as a marker to determine cor-
ruption. Promoting FDI will not only increase 
the revenue of the country, but also lower the 
perception of the corruption in the state, open-
ing it to international trade and, hopefully, rein-
vigorating its economy. An active economy and 
higher income per capita means more potential 
for tax revenue, and less of an incentive for the 
government to predate public funds. Thus, in-
creasing FDI will help lower corruption.

By denationalizing its industries, making tax 
concessions, and subsidizing land for foreign 
industries, Haiti can incentivize FDI and take 
true steps away from corruption. With these 
measures increasing the likelihood of FDI, the 
outside world will pressure Haiti with a break-
through in monetary success and compel the 
state to end its corruption for good. 

More Important than Gold
Debunking Haiti’s “Anti-Corruption” Measures
- Casimir M. Stone

The President’s 
“anti-corruption” 

measures actually 
exemplify an academic 
definition of corruption.”
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On July 20th, 2015, the Unit-
ed States and Cuba reestab-
lished diplomatic relations. 

For the first time since 1961, the two 
countries opened embassies in each 
other’s capitals. The event was hailed 
as a major milestone in diplomacy and 
the end of one of the last Cold War 
stalemates. However, the renewed 
diplomatic relations between the 
United States and Cuba are far from 
normalized. It is in the best interest 
of both states to have a healthy dip-
lomatic relationship with each other. 

In the height of the Cold War, 
relations between the United States 
and Cuba soured quickly. Cuba’s re-
lationship with the USSR, the nationalizing 
of American property in Cuba, and high taxes 
on American imports led the United States 
to place trade embargoes on Cuba and freeze 
Cuban assets in America. In 1961, all formal 
relations were discontinued, and in 1962 the 
United States implemented a full economic 
embargo which included a complete ban on 
travel to Cuba. Over the next 50 years, the two 
nations were far from quiet. The Bay of Pigs 
invasion, the Cuban missile crisis, and count-
less acts of espionage kept the United States and 
Cuba enemies. Even after the fall of the Soviet 
Union and the end of the Cold War, Cuba still 
remained a communist state and an enemy of 
its northern neighbor. 

It was not until the late 2000s, when Fidel’s 
brother Raul Castro came into power, that there 
was any sign of a thaw in relations between the 
Cuba and the United States. Finally in 2014, 
the leaders of Cuba and the United States held 
talks to reestablish diplomatic relations and in 
2015, each country opened embassies in the 
other’s capital. In addition to restoring rela-
tions, the United States removed Cuba from 
its list of state sponsors of terrorism and both 
countries exchanged prisoners. Yet there is sig-
nificant work to be done before U.S-Cuban 
relations can be considered normalized. The 
United States still has a trade embargo in place 
and has only eased travel restrictions to Cuba. 
Both the United States and Cuba claim the 
other nation owes them money. The United 
States demands almost $8 billion on behalf of its 

citizens for the assets seized during the Cuban 
Revolution. Cuba also demands reparations for 
the economic damage done by the American 
trade embargo. In addition, the Cuban govern-
ment wants the return of Guantanamo Bay, 
which has been a U.S. naval base since 1903. 

The United States and Cuba are still far 
apart on many issues. Although recent history 
has shown a trend towards reconciliation, it is 
unclear what the future holds. The two states 
disagree on core values and major issues. Con-
tinuing to normalize relations will be difficult, 
but is in the best interest of both the United 
States and Cuba. The two countries must make 
concessions and find common ground in or-
der to close the diplomatic rift between them.

Although Cuba officially remains a socialist 
republic, recent years have brought economic 
reforms. In spite of this, Cuba still has a $10 bil-
lion trade deficit according to the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). The United States 
could potentially become one of Cuba’s largest 
trade partners, a position the United States held 
prior to the Cold War. Cuba was the world’s 
largest sugar exporter before the collapse of 
its main trade partner, the Soviet Union, but 
has not been able to recover since. Reopening 
trade with the United States would allow for 
the Cuban sugar industry to grow and prosper.

In addition to trade, the United States offers 

another key resource to Cuba: tourists. 
Situated only 90 miles from the Ameri-
can mainland, Cuba is an ideal tourist 
destination for Americans. Currently, 
American travel is limited to specific 
situations. However, fully lifting travel 
restrictions would add a new dimension 
to the Cuban economy. This can be seen 
clearly in other Caribbean nations. The 
Bahamas is one of the wealthier nations 
in the region due to the strong tourism 
industry. According the CIA, tourism 
in the Bahamas employs almost 50 per-
cent of the nation’s labor force. There 
is no reason tourism could not become 
a major part of the Cuban economy.

A healthy relationship with Cuba 
can offer the United States benefits as well. The 
United States does not need Cuba to boost its 
economy. However, the United States as a na-
tion believes in spreading the ideals of freedom 
and democracy around the world. Cuba shows 
no signs of democratizing in the near future, 
but there is a strong correlation between eco-
nomic development and democratization. In 
order to take down one of the last remaining 
socialist governments in the world, the United 
States must remove its embargo. Although this 
seems counterintuitive, it will make democra-
tization much more likely. 

The normalization of diplomatic relations 
between the United States and Cuba will be 
beneficial to both countries. It will bring a new 
era of prosperity to the Cuban economy and 
create a greater likelihood of a democratic gov-
ernment taking power in Cuba. The United 
States and Cuba should settle their differences 
and compromise for the future of the region 
as a whole. 

Cuba’s Next Chapter

- Max Goldman
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H istorically, when goods flow through 
an economy with greater ease the 
economy becomes more diverse, 

competitive and, consequently, better off. To 
some degree, the Trans Pacific Partnership 
Agreement (TPP) does attempt to achieve this. 
The deal is set to eliminate nearly 18,000 taxes 
and approximately 90 percent of tariffs amongst 
member nations, actions that will surely al-
low for the greater flow of goods in the future. 
However, certain provisions within the TPP, 
namely the Intellectual Property Provision and 
the Investor-State Arbitration, serve to inhibit 
trade, weaken competition, and threaten na-
tions’ sovereignty. 

The 5th of October marked the conclusion 
of negotiations of the TPP between twelve Pa-
cific Rim countries, making it one of the larg-
est trade deals in decades. These negotiations 
began in January of 2008 when the United 
States joined Brunei, Chile, Singapore, and 
New Zealand – the member nations that com-
pose the Pacific 4 – in discussions regarding a 
substantial and far-reaching trade deal that was 
known then as the Trans-Pacific Strategic Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement (TPSEP). Since 
then, six other Pacific Rim nations, including 
Australia, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Peru, and Vietnam, entered negotiations form-
ing what is now known as the TPP. These ad-
ditional members served to further widen the 
scope of the agreement, and make it one of the 
biggest trade deals in history, accounting for 
over 40 percent of global trade and twenty-five 
percent of global GDP. 

Similar intellectual property protection and 
investor-state dispute provisions from past trade 
agreements have tended to heavily advantage 
large corporations by providing them with the 
legal means to aggressively litigate and effec-
tively stamp out foreign competition through 
supranational tribunals. Small businesses and 
innovators, however, are not the only entities 
threatened by these provisions. Through this 
agreement, entire countries become subject to 
corporate aggression under the jurisdiction of 
these loosely established tribunals. 

Last October, as the result of a shocking-
ly similar Investor-State Dispute Settlement 
clause, Philip Morris, a global tobacco corpo-
ration, threatened to sue Uruguay for “damag-

ing profits” under the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP). This was in 
reaction to the Uruguayan people attempting 
to bring legislation forward that would increase 
the size of health warnings on cigarette pack-
ages. While the TPP, after noting incidents like 
these, includes a small provision that attempts 
to prevent corporate overreach. The provision, 
however, is both vague and untenable. It re-
quires parties seeking compensation only to, 
“undertake [their proceedings] in a manner 
sensitive to environmental, health and other 
regulatory objectives.” The provision fails to 
go further in specifying what such restrictions 
would entail.

In another case, using a similar method of 
indirect expropriation that is described in the 
TPP, Occidental Petroleum in 2012 sued Ecua-
dor for $2.3 billion for “expropriating oil drill-
ing rights.” This was achieved through a tribu-
nal overseen by the World Bank’s International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes.

While in principle these provisions attempt 
to promote innovation and foreign investment 
by protecting intellectual property and reduc-
ing investment risks abroad, in practice they 
act as legal instruments that ensure corporate 
dominance. Instruments that are not only used 
to discourage competition but also, as in Uru-
guay’s case, influence and even block policy. 
The latter consequence demonstrates how these 
provisions could threaten the sovereignty of 
any of the twelve member nations and their 
government’s ability to enact progressive do-
mestic policy, particularly in the smaller and 

less-developed member states. In fact, the Pub-
lic Citizen’s Global Trade Watch estimates that 
following the ratification of the TPP, upwards of 
27,000 companies will be enabled to file cases 
against individual member-nations. 

 To compound criticisms of whether 
or not the TPP will truly be good for trade and 
innovation, the way in which the deal was ne-
gotiated was particularly suspicious. Since its 
conception, the negotiations and consequent 
drafts of the agreement have taken place largely 
in secret. The negotiations were held behind 
closed doors and the drafts were classified and 
held in restricted reading rooms. This secrecy 
greatly limited legislators’ access to the deal 
from each of the twelve participating countries. 
As a result these legislators’ power to influence 
the trade agreement during its negotiation was 
greatly inhibited if not negated all together. By 
cutting out representatives’ ability to directly 
influence the terms of the TPP, the process by 
which this deal was agreed upon largely under-
mined the democratic process.

To conclude, rushing into an agreement that 
could potentially threaten that which a trade 
agreement should be attempting to bolster - 
greater trade - while also creating a suprana-
tional jurisdiction that diminishes countries’ 
sovereignty is both shortsighted and irrespon-
sible. The member nations of the TPP should 
continue to negotiate in a far more transparent 
and democratic fashion and amend the agree-
ment as to not leave smaller entities, or for that 
matter smaller governments, vulnerable to the 
aggression of supranational corporations. 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement
An Arcane Deal That Will Benefit Few
- Kyle Forness
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Ten of the twelve member nations’ leaders at a summit in 2010 negotiating terms of the TPP.



Thanks in part to a sketch gone viral from 
John Oliver’s team at HBO, it is now 
fairly common knowledge that Tony 

Abbott, former Prime Minster of Australia, was 
a rather lackluster leader. Abbott spent his time 
in office ignoring his campaign promises alto-
gether and conducting himself in a way unfit for 
his office; he delivered on few of his goals and 
committed such unthinkable gaffes as taking a 
bite out of a whole onion on camera. Rather 
predictably, the Liberal Party dumped Abbott in 
mid-September. In a party-room coup, former 
Liberal Party Leader and Abbott’s Minister of 
Communications Malcolm Turnbull took over 
as Prime Minister. Turnbull, a veteran of the 
party, is vastly more popular than his prede-
cessor, and brings a fresh face to the Australian 
leadership. Turnbull faces challenges, however, 
in flipping the page on the disaster that was the 
Abbott administration. In light of Abbott’s fail-
ures, Turnbull has proceeded with an overabun-
dance of caution in his first few months, and 
this hesitation is hindering his efforts to make 
his own mark on substantive policy. It seems, 
then, that Tony Abbott’s thorough besmirching 
of the office of Prime Minister, and the Liberal 
Party as a whole, will haunt Malcolm Turnbull 
for the remainder of his time in office. Unless 
Turnbull makes a concerted effort to drive his 
own agenda, the Australian government may 
not return to effective leadership without a 
change in governing party.

It is telling that one of Turnbull’s first acts 
in office was to reverse one of Abbott’s so-called 
“captain’s calls.” After a largely ceremonial con-
sultation with the Queen, Turnbull announced 
he would remove the system of knights and 
dames from Australia’s annual awards on No-
vember 2nd. Abbott famously reinstated them 
in 2014, and promptly knighted Prince Phillip of 
England. Though the monarchs are quite popu-
lar in Australia, it was insulting to the nation as a 
whole that the prime minister’s office could find 
no one worthy of the award in the entire country, 
and felt it necessary to import a recipient from 
Buckingham Palace. At the time, Turnbull was 
only associated with this blunder by extension; 
he did serve in Abbott’s cabinet but was in no 
way connected to the decision itself. The fact 
that Turnbull went out of his way to address this 
rather trivial embarrassment at the very start of 

his administration serves as 
further evidence that he is su-
premely conscious of the po-
litically toxic legacy Abbott 
left him. Despite being the 
most powerful man in the 
country, Turnbull still feels 
as though he needs to answer 
for the wrongs of his prede-
cessor, and this apologetic 
approach to reform is only 
damaging his own credibility.

Though Malcolm Turn-
bull is indeed a new face, he 
stands for many of the same 
policies of Abbott’s deposed administration. In 
fact, Turnbull is mimicking Abbott’s policies 
in several key areas, including climate change, 
same-sex marriage, and, perhaps most astound-
ingly, asylum and immigration. He has echoed 
Abbott’s plan of action on climate change that 
does little more than declare clean coal an essen-
tial part of the long-term solution. Though he 
says he supports gay marriage, he has indicated 
that he will let it proceed as a ballot question 
just as Abbott planned, which polls show is 
doomed to fail. On the topic of asylum, he has 
declined to consider changes to Australia’s no-
torious refugee policy, which essentially detains 
refugees as criminals on the off-shore islands of 
Manus and Nauru, and eventually ships them 
off to third-party nations that accept them out 
of pity. Finally, he has defended Australia’s ag-
gressive immigration laws that often deport 
immigrants for even the most minor criminal 
offenses. Despite his fresh opportunity to posi-
tively affect international and domestic affairs, 
Turnbull is doing little to disengage from the 
partisan hackery of the Liberal Party.

What is most disappointing about Turn-
bull’s first few months in office is the fact that 
he genuinely has the ability to be a uniting 
figure in Australian politics. He is wildly more 
popular than Opposition Leader Ben Short-
en, trouncing him in the most recent national 
polls. He even drew praise from former Labor 
Party Prime Minister Kevin Rudd for his sol-
idly centrist rhetoric thus far. This makes it all 
the more saddening that Turnbull is only talk-
ing the talk; he has proposed reforms on infra-
structure, university regulation, welfare, and 

taxation but he has yet to 
actually make any attempt 
to enact anything substan-
tive in these areas. Clearly, 
Turnbull is trigger-shy in 
wielding his power and 
influence. In an absolute 
sense, perhaps Turnbull is 
doing fine for only being 
two months into his ad-
ministration, but he cer-
tainly is not living up to 
what he is capable of. For 
a man that is so popular 
with his people, a man 

that has shown his ability to unite and lead in 
the past, the first two months of Turnbull’s ad-
ministration have been underwhelming. 

In all likelihood, Turnbull will lead the 
Liberal Party to victory yet again in the gen-
eral elections next year, and for the time being 
the monotony of Turnbull’s hesitance to do 
anything substantive will continue. There is, 
however, hope for Malcom Turnbull. With an 
economic crisis brewing on the horizon due to 
financial instability in China, Australia’s largest 
export market, there is still plenty of time for 
Turnbull to prove himself. Additionally, the 
fact remains that Turnbull is not Tony Abbott; 
he is far more competent, and he has much 
more potential. Turnbull desperately needs to 
get over his fear of losing the Australian people’s 
favor, and act like the leader his country needs 
him to be. It is difficult, however, to not ex-
pect more of the same from Turnbull. Though 
Turnbull may have vision, there is no reason 
to expect visionary changes to the policies that 
need them most; Turnbull is so gripped and 
guarded by the thought of becoming the next 
Tony Abbott that he may fail to take advan-
tage of his chance to make a real difference, 
instead basking in the inherent safety of do-
ing nothing at all. Unless Turnbull can make 
these radical changes, it is hard to see how the 
Australian government can regain its vitality 
and shift away from its stiflingly conservative 
policies without a Labor Party government in 
charge. Godspeed to Malcolm Turnbull, be-
cause anything less will land him right next to 
Abbott in the land of promising administra-
tions gone awry. 

The Inherent Safety of Doing Nothing
Malcolm Turnbull’s Dilemma
- Vineet Chandra
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Australian Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull.
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I t is a testament to the divisiveness of Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s “col-
lective self-defense” legislation that its 

passage this past summer sparked Japan’s first 
large-scale student-led protest movement in 
a generation. The law, which reinterprets the 
country’s constitution to allow the Japanese 
military, the Self-Defense Force, to be deployed 
overseas in defense of an ally, has been decried 
by millions as an unconstitutional step away 
from pacifism and has sent the administration’s 
approval ratings into a downward spiral. At the 
heart of this debate was SEALDs – Students’ 
Emergency Action for Liberal Democracy – a 
small, loosely organized group of student activ-
ists which has brought hundreds of thousands 
of Japanese of all ages bearing down on To-
kyo in protest against the country’s perceived 
remilitarization. The group and its affiliates’ 
goals, including not only the repeal of the se-
curity laws but the unity of Japan’s disparate 
liberal opposition groups, drew unprecedented 
crowds in cities across the country. With the 
public being historically skeptical of mass pro-
test movements, for SEALDs’ demonstrations 
to have enjoyed such mass appeal represents a 
success in and of itself. Yet SEALDs’ ideological 
foundations, and indeed the roots of its relative 
success, lie not simply in anti-war sentiment, 
but in an understated resurgence of Japan’s oft-
forgotten Christian Left.

In a country where less than two percent of 
the population identifies as Christian, the sa-
lience of any tradition of political Christianity 
may appear questionable. Yet for over 100 years, 
Christian Leftist thought has intermittently 
emerged to play a defining, if subtle, role in the 
country’s political discourse. Japan’s first Social-
ist and Social-Democratic parties, established 
in the first decade of the 20th century, were 
founded by a group of Japanese Christians. In 
contrast with the mainstream Socialism of the 
time, the religiously-oriented thought of these 
former Protestant ministers and missionaries 
rejected violent revolutionary and vanguardist 
rhetoric and instead advocated pacifism and 
social inclusion, including their championing 
of Japan’s burgeoning feminist movement.

The distinctly pacifistic, inclusionary politi-
cal traditions established by these early Chris-
tian activists have periodically resurfaced fol-

lowing the widespread im-
prisonment of leftists and 
anti-militarists during the 
1930s. Tetsu Katayama, the 
first Prime Minister elected 
under the post-war constitu-
tion, was himself a Christian 
Socialist – the first Social-
ist to hold the office. Kata-
yama’s 1947-1948 leadership 
aspired to what he himself 
termed “government [guid-
ed] by Christian love and 
humanity.” As a part of this, 
his administration was, in part, defined by his 
strident promotion of the constitution’s paci-
fist clause, contributing to a persistent anti-war 
political culture. Even today, Christianity in Ja-
pan can be identified with left-leaning politics 
stemming from a deeply-ingrained commit-
ment to pacifism. Even the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Japan is politicized to the point 
of issuing official statements on everything from 
nuclear power to national defense, espousing 
policies more in line with the Japanese Com-
munist Party (JCP) than the Vatican.

Indeed, while no more than a handful of the 
protesters who today oppose Shinzo Abe’s secu-
rity legislation may themselves be Christians, 
the movement’s leaders have been raised in this 
tradition of Christian political thought. Many 
of the core founding members of SEALDs 
were in fact high school classmates at Aishin 
Christian High School, a small boarding school 
whose curriculum includes courses on “Peace 
Studies.” The school itself was founded by Sa-
buro Takahashi – a theologian of Mukyokai, a 
staunchly pacifist Japanese Protestant move-
ment with a long tradition of social justice ac-
tivism. It is wrong, however, to assume that 
SEALDs or its leadership has a religious agenda. 
The organization remains thoroughly secular, 
and many prominent members have no affili-
ation with the Christian faith. Yet the central 
tenets and goals of the organization – pacifism, 
social welfare, and an inclusive culture of activ-
ism – echo those of Japanese pre-war Christian 
Social Democrats.

The impact of SEALDs’ ideological roots 
in the Christian Left can be seen in the clean, 
non-partisan image which has been projected 

across the nation. Student 
protests in Japan are often 
associated with the leftist 
movements of the late 
1960s, in which activists 
led by Communists and 
New Left groups aimed to 
block the renewal of the 
US-Japan Mutual Defense 
Treaty. Yet the students 
quickly split into warring 
factions, kidnapping and 
murdering one another in 
weeks of violence on the 

streets of Tokyo. It is to the memory of this 
gruesome spectacle that Japan’s distinct lack of 
prominent protest movements is occasionally 
attributed, making SEALDs’ message of non-
violence and inclusion all the more prominent. 
It might thereby be argued that it was by draw-
ing on Christian Left doctrine as inspiration, 
rather than JCP or New-Left-affiliated student 
groups, that SEALDs was able to organize dem-
onstrations that enjoyed broad popular appeal.

The long-term impact of SEALDs on Jap-
anese political discourse remains to be seen. 
With collective self-defense now enshrined into 
law and Shinzo Abe still secure in his premier-
ship, the organization itself has already lost 
most of the momentum and drive which sev-
eral months ago pulled crowds in the hundreds 
of thousands. Its Aishin-alumni leadership have 
announced their intention to dissolve the group 
after the 2016 House of Councillors election. 
Yet through the group’s indirect application of 
Christian Leftist methods and principles, they 
were for a time able to achieve unprecedented 
success as a student-led movement. In a country 
which has long shunned mass demonstration, 
this constitutes a challenge to the established 
norms of Japanese political culture. From the 
time of the earliest Social-Democratic parties, 
the Japanese Christian Left has made its mark 
on politics by defining and influencing the val-
ues of otherwise secular groups. By sanitizing 
and legitimizing youth activism through its im-
pact on SEALDs, it stands to do so once again. 

Onward, Christian Soldiers
The Subtle Influence of Japan’s Christian Left
- Trevor Grayeb
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A student-led anti-militarization protest 

outside the National Diet.
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The chief of Indonesia’s National Nar-
cotics Board has revealed a plan to 
construct a prison island of death row 

drug offenders guarded by crocodiles. While 
this proposal may sound absurd, it comes as 
no surprise considering the severity of Indone-
sia’s narcotic laws. As expressed by Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo, the country is an epi-
center of drug trafficking in Southeast Asia. A 
flow of illegal substances, primarily street-grade 
heroin and methamphetamine, infiltrates the 
country to keep up with widespread demand 
and addiction. Widodo’s hard line approach 
is evident in the country’s use of capital pun-
ishment for drug-related crimes. The “Bali 9” 
executions last April prompted international 
criticism of human rights violations when two 
Australian prisoners fell victim to Indonesia’s 
capital punishment after ten years on death row. 
Extreme punishment for nonviolent offenses of 
drug trafficking and smuggling reveals inherent 
flaws in Indonesia’s justice system. Moreover, 
these laws are counterproductive in combating 
the population’s drug use.

According to Indonesian law, possession 
exceeding one kilogram of marijuana or five 
grams of heroin or cocaine can merit a life-
time sentence. Trafficking these quantities is 
punishable by death. Widodo supports these 
laws to address what he has labeled a “national 
drug emergency.” The Indonesian constitution 
gives the president power to grant amnesty, yet 
he has denied clemency 64 times to offenders 
on death row. His enforcement of mandatory 
minimum laws establishes uniform sentencing 
policies that limit judicial discretion. In theory, 
these policies ensure that offenders in similar 
situations receive similar sentences. In practice, 
however, they establish excessively severe norms 
for drug penalties. Widodo seems to think dis-
proportional punishment will deter drug use, 
but his current policies will only exacerbate the 
national drug emergency; they fail to address 
the underlying socio-political context wide-
spread drug use emerges from.

The fact that Indonesia will resort to mea-
sures as extreme and ridiculous as the use of 
crocodiles to guard prisons, because, in Wido-
do’s words, “you can’t bribe animals…or con-
vince them to let inmates escape,” signifies a 
much larger problem. Corruption and mass 

incarceration within Indonesia’s current drug 
policy is inevitable when the government fo-
cuses on imprisonment more and more instead 
of prevention. The Bureau of International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement Affairs estimates 
Indonesia’s 3.6 million drug users to be mostly 
between the ages of 14-25 in urban areas. Ur-
ban slums marked by poverty, overcrowding, 
high unemployment and school dropout rates 
are prone to the highest incidence of drug use. 
These socio-economic factors create a high-risk 
environment that renders drug use more com-
mon. The youth in these areas are more vulner-
able due to a higher availability of drugs and 
exposure at a young age. Addressing the risk 
environment in low-income urban areas would 
have a higher preventative impact compared 
to oppressive approaches such as widespread 
imprisonment.

The need for more harm reduction pro-
grams within Indonesian cities on a large scale 
is evident by the fact that detention facilities 
are overwhelmed. Existing institutions cannot 
accommodate growing rates of imprisonment, 
nor can they provide the assistance necessary to 
combat drug use. While Indonesia has taken 
some steps in the right direction by offering 
minors and first time offenders an option of 
“mandatory rehabilitation” instead of jail time, 
the government has made no effort towards 
funding the creation of said rehabilitation fa-
cilities and health centers. A study examining 
young people who are not drug dependent in 
an urban slum of Makassar, eastern Indonesia, 
found employment to be the most important 
factor in deterring drug use. Structured time 
and a means of generating income led to par-
ticipation in meaningful activities and an in-
centive to resist drugs. Increased employment 
possibilities among the youth will therefore 
decrease their social vulnerability to problem-

atic drug use. A drug policy based on preven-
tion rather than punishment must address the 
socio-economic marginalization of youth in ur-
ban areas. Allotting more resources to generate 
employment opportunities instead of expand-
ing prisons would be more effective at tackling 
the source of drug abuse, which is embedded 
in society.

A justice system based on criminalizing and 
discriminating against addicts rather than reha-
bilitation and prevention will not usher prog-
ress. Nonviolent drug offenders in Indonesia 
are serving sentences disproportionate to their 
crimes. The legal system should be founded 
upon ideals of appropriate sentences and re-
habilitation. Disproportionately long prison 
sentences send a message to thousands of its 
incarcerated youth that their efforts towards 
rehabilitation are futile. 

Indonesia’s Justice System
A Flawed Approach
- Rachel Gutschmit
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Widodo seems to think disproportional 
punishment will deter drug use, but his current 

policies will only exacerbate the national drug 
emergency; they fail to address the underlying socio-
political context from which widespread drug use 
emerges.”
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On November 7th, Taiwanese President 
Ma Ying-jeou and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping made history by holding a 

bilateral meeting in Singapore, the first ever be-
tween the two nations’ top leaders. Except for a 
convincing handshake between the two heads of 
state, the summit’s results were inconclusive with 
no decisive agreements signed, no serious agenda 
discussed, and no major breakthroughs made in 
the perpetual political impasse in Taiwan-China 
relations. However, to write the meeting off as a 
mere symbolic event with no concrete achieve-
ments, would be to misunderstand the context 
of the occasion and the value of dialogue, no 
matter how superficial. Although Ma and Xi’s 
encounter will not change the short-term status 
quo for cross-strait affairs, it has opened up new 
avenues for engagement and set a precedent of 
cooperation between Taiwan and China, which 
will promote peaceful bilateral developments 
and help stabilize the future security climate 
in East Asia.

Simply getting the two sides to agree to in-
person talks is an accomplishment in itself given 
the complicated historical and political circum-
stances that characterize Taiwan’s tense relation-
ship with mainland China. The dispute dates 
back six decades to the end of the Chinese Civil 
War in 1949, when Chiang Kai-Shek’s Kuomin-
tang Party fled to Taiwan and established the Re-
public of China government that democratically 
rules Taiwan today. Meanwhile, the Chinese 
Communist Party gained control on the main-
land and established the People’s Republic of 
China that same year. Both governments claim 
sole political authority and legitimate ownership 
of China and Taiwan, with Taiwan not formally 
independent but operating separate from China 
as its own de facto nation-state. Despite this dis-
tinction, China still views Taiwan as a rightful 
part of China, no more than a renegade Chi-
nese province to eventually be reunified with the 
mainland. Accordingly, Chinese leaders have re-
fused to meet with their Taiwanese counterparts 
since 1949 because doing so would seemingly 
acknowledge Taiwan as a valid political entity.

This long silence makes the Xi-Ma meeting 
appear a particularly momentous anomaly. In 
reality, it is the culmination of gradually warm-
ing bilateral relations over the past decade, made 
possible by the Taiwanese leadership’s acceptance 

of a compromise stance towards China. Called 
the “1992 Consensus” for the year of its forma-
tion, this policy allowed China and Taiwan to 
reach agreement on a common view of Taiwan 
and the Mainland as “One China” but agree to 
disagree on how the Chinese nation is defined 
and which state government controls it. In this 
way, the two sides can recognize each other’s ex-
istence and open the door for unofficial dialogue 
and managing day-to-day affairs while maintain-
ing the status quo and postponing the thorny 
reunification issue indefinitely. 

With the 1992 consensus as the basis for in-
teraction, Ma’s Kuomintang Party has pushed for 
growing economic ties and greater reconciliation 
efforts with the Mainland throughout his two 
terms as president since 2008, easing tensions to 
an all-time low and building on the Taiwanese 
public’s popular support for talks with China. 
Both Ma and Xi emphasized the “One China” 
concept and the 1992 Consensus throughout 
their meeting, underscoring the importance of 
these ideological underpinnings in keeping the 
China-Taiwan relationship stable and enabling 
the meeting itself. The question of Taiwan’s of-
ficial status was also implied during the summit, 
but Ma avoided overstepping political bound-
aries by expressing not Taiwan’s wish for full 
independence, but simply a desire for greater 
international involvement, since other nations 
are currently unable to recognize Taiwan or in-
clude it in international organizations and trade 
agreements without antagonizing China. The 
request was seemingly well-received by Xi, who 
in turn extended invitations for an exchange of 
representative offices in Taipei and Beijing, es-
tablishment of a crisis hotline, and for Taiwan 
to join the Beijing-led Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank. 

Such cordial and promising exchanges be-
tween China and Taiwan were previously un-
thinkable. Is it possible, then, that the Xi-Ma 
meeting signals a new era of continued recon-
ciliation with more transparent bilateral coop-
eration and future meetings in store? While the 
2015 summit could certainly set such a precedent, 
not enough substantive progress was made to 
significantly improve cross-strait relations single-
handedly. The next biggest step in Taiwan and 
China’s relationship will be determined instead 
by which party wins Taiwan’s presidential and 

parliamentary elections this January. Unlike the 
ruling KMT, which emphasizes defusing hostili-
ties with China and leans towards pro-unifica-
tion, the Democratic Progressive Party views Tai-
wanese identity as distinctly independent from 
China and rejects the 1992 Consensus. The DPP 
candidate Tsai Ing-wen is currently leading the 
polls by 40 percent and is Ma’s most likely suc-
cessor. Although Tsai has pledged to maintain 
the status quo between Taiwan and China if 
elected, she has also criticized Ma’s decision to 
meet with Xi and will be much less willing to 
compromise with China in the future, not just 
on mutual security and economic issues but also 
the fundamental nature of the China-Taiwan 
relationship.

Cooperative and stable China-Taiwan rela-
tions are in both nations’ interests, and the Xi-
Ma summit confirms a current pattern of warm-
ing cross-strait ties. However, China has made 
clear that such an arrangement must be on Bei-
jing’s terms, including mutual acceptance of the 
“One China” position of the 1992 Consensus. A 
Tsai presidency could soon jeopardize peaceful 
progress on these grounds, so it is natural that a 
concerned Beijing should seek a high-level bi-
lateral meeting at this critical point in time. The 
summit was intentionally symbolic rather than 
productive, with one main result: broadcasting 
Xi’s message to Taiwan, its next president, and 
the international community that China is will-
ing to cooperate for greater East Asia regional sta-
bility and cross-strait communication, but that 
the post-Ma Taiwan must not turn away from 
China or risk provocations moving forward.

 While the bilateral bridges and opportuni-
ties for reconciliation created by Ma and Xi at 
last week’s summit are limited and will likely 
not become evident until after Taiwan’s January 
elections, the importance and long-term impact 
of the conflict resolution strategies the summit 
opened up cannot be understated. With the stage 
now set for easier and more effective collabora-
tion between two historical rivals in a time of 
high tensions and multiple potential conflict 
flashpoints in the Asia-Pacific, regional stabil-
ity and cross-strait relations both stand to sig-
nificantly, should China and Taiwan decide to 
continue on the path to reconciliation charted 
at the meeting. 

The Xi-Ma Summit
Symbolism Today, Stability Tomorrow?
- Megan Cansfield
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On September 27th, 2015, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping addressed the 
United Nations, painting a broad 

and idealistic vision for women’s empowerment. 
In his speech, he implored the global communi-
ty to “pledge greater efforts to promote gender 
equality and women’s all-around development,” 
and asserted that “China will do more to en-
hance gender equality as its basic State policy, 
give play to women’s important role as ‘half of 
the sky’ and support them in realizing their own 
dreams and aspirations in both career and life.” 

Despite President Xi’s assertion that the 
Chinese government is committed to women’s 
empowerment, emergence of sexist terminology 
within Chinese popular and official discourse 
reveals differing motivations. Sexist language 
within government discourse reflects a desire 
to deflect attention from serious demographic 
imbalances that are a byproduct of the former 
One Child Policy. The LA Times reports that 
the number of unmarried young men is ex-
pected to reach 30 million by 2020. Despite this 
impending reality, the term “leftover women” 
has gained prominence in recent years. In 2007 
the Ministry of Education helped to popularize 
the term with a formal definition, specifying 
that leftover women are unmarried women over 
the age of 27 with high salaries and educational 
achievements. The word leftover women uses 
the same character for leftover food in Manda-
rin Chinese, suggesting that unmarried women, 
not a surplus of men, are unneeded and un-
wanted. Instead of promoting language that 
restricts efforts towards gender equality, the 
Chinese government should treat sexist narra-
tives as a public concern and promote language 
of women’s empowerment within State media.

The lasting impacts of Chinese marriage 
patterns make state-directed efforts to promote 
women’s empowerment particularly important. 
Chinese marriage practices inherently restrict 
options for highly educated women. Hyper-
gamy, or the belief that women should mar-
ry up to a man of a higher socio-economic 
class and educational level, means that the sur-
plus of Chinese men and leftover women are 
ill matched, as most bachelors are rural and 
lower class. Contrasts in marriage require-
ments and expectations for Chinese men and 
women mean that reverse qualities make men 

and women attractive in the marriage market. 
While men are valued for advanced education 
and high salary, women are often penalized for 
the same level of achievement. From a practi-
cal standpoint, the utility of marrying down is 
clear, as it means that men will more easily find 
spouses. If a wife is less educated and has less 
earning power, they are seen as likely to be more 
dependent financially and perhaps more defer-
ential in decision-making. These by-products 
of hypergamy are in accord with traditional 
Chinese marriage roles that date back to the hi-
erarchy imagined by Confucius, which values a 
virtuous wife who is submissive to her husband. 

In contrast with President Xi’s recent pledge 
of equality, responses from government institu-
tions have not focused on celebrating women’s 
increased educational and career achievements 
or combating ingrained sexist practices. Instead, 
the State’s designated women’s empowerment 
organization, the All-China Women’s Federa-
tion (ACWF), has chosen to shame women. 
ACWF publications are replete with examples 
of sexist government narratives. On Interna-
tional Women’s Day in March 2011, an article 
entitled, “Do Leftover Women Really Deserve 
Our Sympathy?” speaks to the explicit shame 
placed on unmarried women. The article ar-
gues, “that as women age, they are worth less 
and less, so by the time they get their M.A. 
or Ph.D., they are already old, like yellowed 
pearls.” Instead of demanding sympathy or re-
spect, leftover women are instructed by the 
ACFW that “their standards for a partner are 
too high … As girls are not too picky, finding 
a partner should be as easy as blowing away a 
speck of dust.” With this perspective, women 
are viewed as the culprit for increasing anxiet-
ies about marriage and reproduction in China. 
This apportioning of blame places the onus on 
women to adjust their behavior, not on men 
or institutions. 

In China, and Asia more broadly, marriage 
and motherhood have endured as the defining 

accomplishments of womanhood. Throughout 
Chinese history, a woman’s value has been asso-
ciated with her role in the family and her status 
in kinship relations. Even given the tremendous 
social and economic transformations of the past 
fifty years, femininity in China is still linked to 
the home and family. While Xi Jinping may es-
pouse ideals of gender equality when addressing 
the global community, the Chinese government 
has much to do if they intend to match deed 
and action to combat ingrained gender roles. 
The obstacle to fulfillment of Xi’s pledge is not 
obdurate leftover women, but government mes-
saging leftover from another era.

Addressing sexism within China and glob-
ally may seem an insurmountable task. A first 
step for the Chinese government is estab-
lishing narratives of gender empowerment, 
not shaming women who defy traditional 
gender norms. As demonstrated by various 
campaigns within the United States, media 
and advertising campaigns have serious po-
tential to change public perception. For ex-
ample, the United States Center for Disease 
Control media campaigns have helped dra-
matically decrease US smoking rates. China 
has the potential to reach its citizens with 
narratives to change social discourse. Dur-
ing the 2015 Chinese Lunar New Year, a short 
film produced by an LGBT ally group urged 
Chinese parents to accept gay children. The 
video went viral, garnering 100 million views 
within days of its release. A similar govern-
ment-sponsored women’s initiative message 
launched at the Lunar New Year has the po-
tential for equal popularity. The All-China 
Women’s Federation could serve as an impor-
tant partner in media efforts, as their reach 
influences a broad range of women. If Presi-
dent Xi truly wants Chinese women to “hold 
up half the sky,” government-endorsed public 
media support of female independence and 
empowerment is an important first step. 

Leftover or Left Out?
Government Messaging and Women’s Empowerment in China
- Hannah Meredith Feldshuh

If President Xi truly wants Chinese women to 
“hold up half the sky,” government-endorsed 

public media support of female independence and 
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Two months ago, posts overwhelmed the 
Chinese social network, Wechat saying 
“When the buying stops, the killing can 

too”. Although this may sound like an animal 
protection slogan, the posts were actually re-
sponses to the Chinese stock market crash. 

Only four months ago the stock market was 
lucrative enough that the Chinese government 
encouraged college students to enter the stock 
market. Middle-aged ladies who used to spend 
most of their time dancing in the plaza were 
discussing stocks as excitedly as those who sit 
on Wall Street in a suit.

After the Great Recession of 2008, the Chi-
nese government has alternated its policy be-
tween market regulation and deregulation, 
bringing about economic instability. The old 
ideology is going through a hard run-in period 
with the 21st century’s rapid globalization, and 
the new economic policies exacerbate these ten-
sions. The shrinking economic growth rates, as 
well as demands for international cooperation, 
are forcing the Chinese government to make 
reforms. The expansion of a credit-asset pledged 
relending program in China, one of the hottest 
topics in China lately, is a good demonstration 
of this struggle.

The credit-asset pledged relending program 
could be understood in a simplified way: one 
can mortgage their receipts for money. How-
ever, this program is clearly reminiscent of the 
recent subprime lending crisis. The program es-
sentially means a redistribution of the potential 
risk that the borrowers fail to return the money. 
The dangerous game of risk transfer is a Faustian 
deal, because if one key node in the large credit 
system fails, the whole system collapses. This is 
an unstable economic policy that is at great risk 
for failure due to the Chinese governments’ lack 
of transparency and uninformed citizenship. 
This policy is a repetition of older post-2008 
policies whose own failures are examples of the 
new credit-asset pledged relending program’s 
unstable position. 

On November 9, 2008, in order to stimulate 
the economy during the Great Recession, the 
State Council of the People’s Republic of China 
announced a RMB¥ 4 trillion (US$ 586 billion) 
stimulus package. The funds were distributed 
into public infrastructure, reconstruction proj-
ects in regions hit by the 8-magnitude Sichuan 
earthquake in May 2008, rural development 
and technology advancement programs, and 
sustainable development. The ambitious Chi-
nese economic stimulus plan ensured Chinese 
economic growth in 2009, but as the world’s 
economy recovered, Chinese inflation started 

growing rapidly. Following the inflation, large 
amounts of excess money flew into the real es-
tate industry, aggravating the already severe real 
estate bubble that has been a problem since the 
early 2000s. According to Caixin, from 2004 
to 2013 the nation-wide nominal housing price 
increased by 136 percent (real growth rate 84 
percent). In Shenzhen, a major city in China, 
the growth rate of the nominal housing price 
was a shocking 457 percent (real housing price 
growth rate: 335 percent). The lack of govern-
ment regulation on the housing market aggra-
vated the bubble.

The four trillion dollar stimulus package 
and the real estate bubble led to unsustainable 
growth of local governments’ bonds. Enticed 
by the high housing prices, local governments 
loaned money almost unlimitedly to the real 
estate industry, when the demand for housing 
was not as high as expected. High-rise build-
ings largely urbanized villages, but most of these 
buildings had no residents and were named 
“ghost towns.” Since the high investment didn’t 
yield productivity, local governments were heav-
ily in debt after the bubble. The central govern-
ment failed to set effective limitations on the 
local government loans, and the tradition that 
local governments took responsibility of pub-
lic infrastructure by intervening in the market 
themselves furthered problem.

The excess money also caused the 2015 Chi-
nese stock market crash. In 2014, as the excess 
money flew into the stock market, state-owned 
media encouraged enthusiastic individual in-
vestors to inflate the stock market bubble. Ac-
cording to Xinhua Daily, 31 percent of college 
students were speculating in the stock market 
in early June of 2015, indicating nation-wide 
optimism in the stock market. However, on the 
24th of August, the Shanghai main share index 
lost 8.49 percent of its value, indicating the start 
of a “disaster” in the stock market. The Chinese 
government enacted strict decrees to stem the 
tide of the crash, even arresting dozens of short 
sellers and providing cash to brokers to buy 
shares. Since then, the central government has 
started to regulate the financial market strictly, 
realizing the damage of the crush.

After the stock market crash worsened the 
budget situation of local governments, the cen-
tral government started to explore new methods 
on macroscopic readjustment and control. The 
previous lessons of the far-reaching impact of 
the four trillion dollar program showed that, 
even in a socialist economy, the government 
could not fully control the market. Also, nega-
tively influenced by the United States’ quantita-

tive easing after 2008, the post-recession econo-
my drove the government to face globalization 
with more determination on its reform of its 
currency issuing mechanism. 

The central bank’s brave step on the expan-
sion of a credit-asset pledged relending program 
seems steadfast. The willingness of the Chinese 
government to reduce the dependence of the 
Renminbi on the Dollar and to release the fi-
nancial pressure on local governments has been 
strong enough to overcome the worries that the 
program would lead to the next Subprime Lend-
ing Crisis. A senior central bank economist told 
Xinhua in October that the program should not 
be misinterpreted as a Chinese version of quan-
titative easing. According to He Ting and Liu 
Xiaofeng, economic researchers at the Macro-
system Finance Institute, a Chinese independent 
financial think tank, the new program enabled 
the Chinese government to manage the cur-
rency issue more independently, basing more 
on the domestic credit-asset than the foreign 
currency. In international politics, a more inde-
pendent Chinese currency can directly endow 
the Chinese government with a stronger voice 
against American power, and ensure the alliances 
between the Chinese government and the gov-
ernments of North Korea, Vietnam, and various 
Middle Eastern countries. Shortly speaking, in 
the Chinese context, the program actually fig-
ures the expansion from basic currency to the 
expansion of credit, that is, to replace money 
with credit for higher independency. However, 
what is worrying is the lack of a credible credit 
system for the program. With reoccurring moral 
scandal and corruption, the durability of a cred-
it-based financial system is in doubt.

The new credit relending program looks like 
another government deregulation attempt, as it 
enlarges the diversity of investment opportuni-
ties. However, because it is high risk, the pro-
gram lacks stability and may soon be replaced 
by other policies or will face adaption. In fact, 
before launching a radical program like this, a 
more reliable credit system should be designed 
first, which includes a more transparent govern-
ment operation mechanism and a social-wide 
moral education. China has had a series of ex-
perimental economic policies, but none of these 
policies will work unless the policymakers have 
the determination to create a proper context for 
the policies. With citizens who haven’t been edu-
cated to understand the operation of a complex 
credit system, and have a mistrust of local gov-
ernment mechanisms, the new program is just 
as rootless and vulnerable as former programs, 
and may soon be replaced. 

The Chinese Economy: Crisis and Reform

- Chen Liang



On October 20th, 2015, the Burmese 
government significantly reduced the 
number of Burmese businesses per-

mitted to do business in U.S. Dollars (USD). 
According to the BBC, this policy is intended 
to induce local businesses to turn to the kyat 
(Myanmar’s national currency), thereby increas-
ing demand for the kyat and spurring the kyat’s 
appreciation. Reuters reports that the policy was 
initiated to stem the inflation risks of the kyat’s 
continued depreciation. Concern over Myan-
mar’s inflation and exchange rates is justified: the 
Asia Development Bank notes that Myanmar’s 
2015 inflation rate is 8.4 percent, it’s current ac-
count balance is negative (meaning Myanmar 
imports more than it exports), and from April 
2014-September 2015, the kyat dropped twenty-
four percent against the USD. Consequently, 
it may seem that reducing access to dollars to 
increase demand for kyat could benefit the Bur-
mese economy. However, the government’s de-
cision to rescind foreign exchange licenses may 
backfire if local businesses turn to illicit foreign 
exchange markets to continue doing business in 
dollars, which is likely to occur. Furthermore, 
the government could actually counteract infla-
tion by limiting the sanction liability of busi-
nesses wishing to invest in Myanmar. Thus the 
Burmese government’s policy to limit access to 
foreign exchange licenses should be reversed 
due to its likely ineffectiveness, the resulting 
loss of credibility for the new civilian govern-
ment, and the presence of alternatives for kyat 
appreciation.

If the government could effectively force 
Burmese businesses to use kyat, reducing access 
to dollars would indeed slow the kyat’s depre-
ciation. However, Myanmar’s government lacks 
the ability to effectively cut off local businesses 
from dollars just by rescinding their foreign 
exchange licenses as firms could turn to Myan-
mar’s hearty foreign exchange black market. In 
fact, some firms have already turned to illicit 
currency markets: According to Reuters, sev-
eral Burmese banks utilized the black market, 
which thrived under Myanmar’s military junta, 
to purchase vast sums of U.S. dollars earlier this 
year. Restricting access to dollars through offi-
cial means will only strengthen illicit currency 
channels, weakening the Burmese central bank’s 
control over its own currency, and resulting in 

the inability of Myanmar’s central bank to con-
trol the supply of kyat.

The government’s attempt at currency con-
trol could actually lead to further depreciation 
of the kyat, as currency traders dump the kyat 
in favor of more valuable or predictable curren-
cies. International investors will take notice of 
the adverse effects of the Burmese central bank’s 
foreign exchange license restrictions, namely the 
turn to the black market, and will be alarmed by 
the government’s loss of control over the actual 
value of the currency. If Myanmar’s government 
cannot control the kyat’s value, current holders 
of the kyat will find little reason to retain the 
currency, and will trade in for other curren-
cies, spurring more depreciation of the currency, 
which in turn could lead to inflation.

Increasing foreign investment in Myanmar 
should cause the kyat to appreciate. However, 
investment in Myanmar is hampered by U.S. 
sanctions on prominent Burmese businessmen 
with connections to Myanmar’s old military 
junta, which has been accused of gross human 
rights abuses. The U.S. Treasury Department 
has developed a Specially Designated Nation-
als and Blocked Persons List (SDN List), which 
names individuals and businesses with whom 
Americans are prohibited from doing business. 
In addition, Americans are prohibited from do-
ing business with entities in which firms on the 
SDN list have a stake of 50 percent or more. 
This policy has already caused complications– 
the Myanmar Times reports that U.S. sanctions 
may prevent American businesses from investing 
in the Yangon Stock Exchange, which has yet 
to open, because the government-run Myanma 
Economic Bank (MEB), which is on the SDN 
List, has a 51 percent stake in the stock exchange. 
This prevents American businesses from buying 
shares in the stock exchange and encourages 
non-U.S. firm that do business with Americans 
to avoid the exchange as well, so as to skirt po-
tential complications regarding the legality of 
their transactions with U.S. firms.

However, if the Burmese government could 
find a way to mitigate sanction liabilities, foreign 
firms would be encouraged to invest in the Yan-
gon Stock Exchange. Assuming trading occurs 
in kyat, foreign firms would need to purchase 
kyat in order to trade shares in the stock ex-
change, causing currency appreciation without 

strengthening the black market or damaging 
the government’s credibility. It is not overly op-
timistic to presume that there are foreign firms 
who will buy shares on the Yangon Stock Ex-
change – the Myanmar Times reports, “Japan 
Exchange Group…will own a 49pc stake in 
[the Yangon Stock Exchange].” Myanmar has 
exhibited healthy economic growth over the past 
few years – according to Forbes, “Myanmar’s 
economy is one of the fastest growing economies 
in the world.” This means that companies listed 
on the exchange could gain value, especially as 
Myanmar’s economy grows stronger.

 Myanmar’s government could easily resolve 
the sanctions dilemma: as long as it sells a little 
over one percent of its stake in the stock ex-
change to a non-sanctioned bidder, so that it’s 
total stake edges below 50 percent, U.S. firms 
would be able to invest. This would be a fairly 
simple fix, and has likely not occurred because 
of the lingering influence of the former mili-
tary junta establishment. Japan Exchange Corp’s 
enthusiasm indicates that the Burmese govern-
ment should have little trouble finding buyers 
for such a small share of the stock exchange. 
Additionally, Burmese voters, who are relatively 
influential in Myanmar’s nascent democracy, are 
sure to be thankful for the kyat’s appreciation 
and the corresponding decrease in inflation.

The Burmese government is in the process of 
becoming a legitimate, democratic regime. The 
termination of the military junta and liberaliza-
tion of trade has helped Myanmar step into the 
twenty-first century. The Burmese government 
should build on its trend of opening up to the 
world by limiting the influence of sanctioned 
individuals, rather than attempting to limit the 
power of individuals to interact with market 
forces and drive the economy. Should the Bur-
mese central bank retain its foreign exchange 
license policy, it will find, as the military junta 
did, that restrictive tendencies are unsustainable. 

Money Mania in Myanmar

- Akash Ramanujam
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After five years of debate, the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Nepal has fi-
nally passed a permanent constitution. 

On September 20th, 2015 the Second Nepalese 
Constituent Assembly enacted a new constitu-
tion, ending reliance on a temporary constitu-
tion written in 2007. Despite this apparent 
success, the new constitution has been regarded 
as a failure by many of Nepal’s minorities and 
its neighbor India. While establishing a more 
federalist government, some argue that it fails 
to represent certain ethnic groups and disad-
vantaged classes. The enactment of the new 
constitution has incited protest, violence, and 
a dangerous fuel crisis in Nepal, placing the na-
tion’s stability at risk once again. The fuel crisis 
has proved especially dangerous to the country, 
which is still recovering from an earthquake ear-
lier this year. To maintain stability Nepal must 
work towards better representing its minorities 
through difficult but necessary amendments to 
the new constitution. 

Nepal has long been racked by constitutional 
difficulties. After the end of a decade long civil 
war with Maoists, the Nepali government passed 
an interim constitution eight years ago. Set to ex-
pire in 2010, the temporary constitution instead 
has served Nepal for over eight years. Even now, 
with its new permanent constitution, Nepal still 
faces difficulties. Many minorities, particularly 
the Madhesi people of southern Nepal and In-
dia, have protested the new constitution, which 
they feel will lead to their marginalization. These 
protests have effectively caused a fuel blockade 
between landlocked Nepal and India. Nepal is 
dependent on fuel trucked in from India, so this 
has brought the issue of representation in the 
new federal government to the forefront. The 
blockade, compounded with already deteriorat-
ing relations between Nepal and India due to 
Nepal’s warming relations with China, has led 
to accusations of Indian intrusion in the sover-
eignty of Nepal. India argues that the fuel crisis 
is a result of internal tumult in Nepal but has 
made no secret of its disapproval of the new con-
stitution. While a recent visit by Nepal’s foreign 
minister to India seems to have helped mitigate 
the crisis, it is still ongoing and poses a great risk 
to a country that will soon be in winter. 

This situation has been created by several 
factors. The Nepali government, for its part, 

undoubtedly failed to pass a satisfactory con-
stitution. In a country as diverse and rife with 
division as Nepal it would seem obvious that 
a federal system that brings equal representa-
tion to the various ethnic groups of the coun-
try is ideal. While the new constitution has 
increased the federalism of the state, it did so 
while ignoring the interests of several already 
insufficiently represented groups. Peoples like 
the Madhesi argue their representation under 
the new constitution will not be proportional 
to their population and that clauses regard-
ing ethnic citizens will prevent many Madhesi 
from higher office, of whom many are citizens 
through naturalization or birth. Disturbingly, 
the interim constitution included now excised 
language that would have prevented these com-
plaints.

India also shares responsibility for the cur-
rent tragedy. It was a strong advocate for a new 
constitution in Nepal yet now has placed the 
entire country at risk due to its dissatisfaction 
with the results. It has used the protesting of 
minority groups as an excuse to blockade Ne-
pal, deeply damaging its relationship with the 
Nepali people. While it is impossible to com-
pletely ascertain India’s motivations, this may be 
a bid to increase influence in the mountainous 
nation. India undoubtedly has an interest in a 
friendly and stable Nepal, especially consider-
ing India’s less than amorous relations with the 
other nations along its borders. Yet ultimately 
Nepal has the option of establishing deeper re-
lations with China, which would further India’s 
encirclement by Chinese allies. India’s gambit to 
increase influence in Nepal has a risk of back-
lash, and may push the Nepalese further away. 
For the current crisis to end, all parties involved 

will need to work towards a common interest: 
a stable federalist Nepal.

Nepal needs a federal constitution that is in-
clusive to its wide variety of interests, including 
the Madhesi people. It has succeeded in creating 
a federalist constitution, and considering the dif-
ficulty it had in achieving that, no one ought 
to advocate beginning the process anew. At the 
same time, the current constitution has seri-
ous issues that must be addressed. For Nepal to 
move on from its current crisis, the constitution 
must be amended in ways that more adequately 
represents the Madhesi people and other dispar-
aged groups. The representation must become 
more proportional and higher offices ought to 
be open to at least all native-born citizens, re-
gardless of ancestry. More so, a cultural change 
is also necessary. All minorities along the Indian 
border, but Madhesi people in particular, ought 
to be seen as legitimate voices in Nepal, not In-
dian interlopers. To succeed in being a voice in 
Nepal, the groups dissatisfied with the current 
constitution should lobby through legal means 
within the system. While protesting is an ef-
fective method of voicing interests, the current 
form of protest in Nepal has placed many lives at 
risk and will lead to further animosities between 
groups. India, on the other hand, needs to re-
spect the sovereignty of Nepal. India should note 
that the Chinese have already proven far more 
receptive to the new constitution, and that the 
current blockade will only push Nepal further 
into China’s arms. India should not aid the cur-
rent fuel blockade if it is interested in stability 
in the country with which it shares open and 
often dangerously porous borders.

Nepal has been in a constitutional and gov-
ernmental crisis of one form or another for 
decades. Sadly, it is not free from instability 
yet. Years of civil war, interim governments, 
and temporary constitutions should provide 
ample proof that Nepal needs stability. The 
roots of these crises, federalization of powers 
and inclusiveness, should make the method of 
attaining that stability equally clear. The reason 
that Nepal is no longer in civil war is because 
it was willing to take Maoists’ interests into 
consideration. To achieve stability, Nepal must 
once again take into consideration the interests 
of various ethnicities and classes. The only other 
option is a return to its former chaos. 

Winter is Coming
Nepal’s Constitutional Crisis
- John Soltis
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Following two decades of armed conflict 
and four unsuccessful peace talks, the 
Sri Lankan Civil War was brought to an 

end on May 17th, 2009. The Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were fighting to create 
an independent Tamil state on the island of Sri 
Lanka, and their insurgent actions against the 
Sri Lankan government resulted in their be-
ing listed as a terrorist organization by thirty-
two countries, including the U.S., India, and 
the EU member nations. The country suffered 
immense economic hardships for twenty-five 
years, one hundred thousand lives were lost, 
and the government is only now able to effec-
tively examine the civil war atrocities commit-
ted. For the first time in Sri Lanka’s history, 
two opposing political parties, the Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party and the United National Party, 
have joined together in government, a welcome 
change from the Freedom Party’s dominance in 
government for the past ten years. The political 
environment is optimal for President Maithri-
pala Sirisena to spearhead the long, overdue 
prosecution of war crime perpetrators. Now 
that the newly unified government has been 
formed, urgent action is vital to set up a spe-
cialized justice system, compensate victims, and 
search for missing people. International judges 
and prosecutors that are part of an independent 
system should be recruited to impartially ad-
dress all war crime allegations. 

Former President Mahinda Rajapaksa dis-
approved of the international spotlight on Sri 
Lanka by the global human rights community. 
Due to the supposed redundancy of a UN in-
quiry for the war crimes committed during the 
final weeks of Sri Lanka’s civil war, President 
Rajapaksa asserted, “We will not allow them 
into the country. We are saying that we do not 
accept it. We are against it.” He therefore ap-
pointed his own governmental panel to conduct 
investigations of alleged war crimes committed 
by the military and LTTE, which ultimately 
failed to produce unbiased and credible results. 
Observers such as Amnesty International and 
the Human Rights Watch reveal that deeply 
ingrained prejudices and an unwillingness to 
accept that major human rights violations were 
committed has perpetuated the government’s 
inability to appropriately address war crimes. 
In his attempt to evade intervention by the 
United Nations Human Rights Council, Presi-
dent Rajapaksa did not provide his people the 
justice they deserved. 

Currently, President Sirisena and Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe are attempt-
ing a similar approach by setting up the foun-
dations of a South Africa-style truth and recon-
ciliation commission (TRC) to address civil war 
atrocities. The TRC utilized by South Africa 
following the abolition of apartheid consisted 
of members from the Human Rights Violations 
Committee, the Reparation and Rehabilitation 
Committee, and the Amnesty Committee. Vic-
tims of human rights violations were invited 
to provide statements about their experiences 
at public hearings. Similarly, those accused of 
committing the violence could also give tes-
timony and request amnesty from civil and 
criminal prosecution. The TRC was viewed 
as an integral factor in South Africa’s transi-
tion to a free democracy. South Africa’s success 
with the TRC was due to the full allowance for 
charging those in power. If Sri Lanka hopes to 
institute this system internally, and effectively, 
the government should allow the implication 
of those in command if necessary. Considering 
the futility of the previous governmental justice 
system and its divisive nature, South Africa’s 
TRC system will be unfeasible in Sri Lanka. 

Thus, a hybrid special court, as called for by 
the U.N. report, is Sri Lanka’s best chance at 
impartially addressing the war crimes commit-
ted by both the Sri Lankan government and the 
LTTE. The country’s strong sentiments against 
this idea are due to the fact that foreign inter-
ference may discredit the country’s domestic 
legal system. However, a purely domestic court 
procedure will not be independent enough to 
overcome the deeply internalized suspicions 
and abuses resulting from decades of violence. 
The UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) report emphasized 
the set-up of a hybrid tribunal, a controversial 
idea that resulted in Sri Lanka’s draft resolution 
of a less independent internal system, involving 
merely the presence of foreign judges, prosecu-
tors, and defense lawyers. Yet, a full-fledged in-
dependent court system, similar to the hybrid 
court suggested by the UN, will help Sri Lanka 
efficiently manage the war atrocities committed 
by both parties. 

The hybrid court should begin by allow-
ing the independent judges to review existing 
documents and information, which include 
government society reports, victims’ testimo-
nies, survivor accounts, witnesses, and other 
official documents. The third party council will 

then engage with the Sri Lankan government 
to meet with officials to discuss other relevant 
documentation that the country possesses in 
regards to war crime allegations. Additionally, 
the hybrid court will cooperate with the special-
ized agencies of the United Nations to develop 
regular dialogue that aims to assess war crime 
severity and necessary reparations. While the Sri 
Lankan government is included in the overall 
discussions, the independent court will make 
the main decisions, resulting in a highly effec-
tive and unbiased method of solving this issue. 

Recently, the United States and Britain, 
along with other Western countries, expressed 
support for Sri Lanka’s draft resolution as op-
posed to the independent hybrid court. Even 
though Western nations may empathize with 
Sri Lanka’s desire to maintain democratic con-
trol, the fundamentally good-intentioned draft 
resolution needs amendment in order to com-
promise and allow for impartiality. A third party 
court has no personal investment in the as-
sessment of war crimes, as its members have 
not been directly involved with the Sri Lankan 
Civil War. While the Sri Lankan government 
is hesitant to hand control of this jury to an 
international committee, it is highly probable 
that biases will accompany an internal review 
board; one that was inherently involved in a 
war of over two decades that took the lives of 
more than one hundred thousand individuals. 

The families of Sri Lanka’s deceased have 
awaited justice for years. Successive govern-
ments have assured its people that crimes 
committed by government forces and separat-
ist Tamil Tiger rebels were being investigated, 
but to no avail. This commission cannot follow 
the string of failed plans that were unsuccessful 
in bringing about criminal indictments. The 
United Nations was scheduled to release its re-
port on Sri Lanka in March but held off for six 
months to allow the government to look inward 
to investigate why subjects were not prosecuted. 
The new government deserves praise for the at-
tempt to reconcile this issue within Sri Lanka’s 
borders through a South Africa-style TRC, but 
the release of this report reveals that it is high 
time to address these war crimes once and for 
all. With the help of third party investigators, 
Sri Lanka can move past this war-ridden era. 
The people of Sri Lanka have their hopes set 
on finally receiving closure for these crimes 
and regaining trust in the leadership of their 
great nation. 

War Crime Controversy for Sri Lanka

- Sanuri Gunawardena
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The list of problems ailing Pakistan con-
tinues to grow. The country’s high pov-
erty rates and rampant terrorist activity 

constantly make top headlines. However, it is 
Pakistan’s crumbling infrastructure that may 
pose the greatest threat to the country’s survival. 
While attempting to revive its economy, Paki-
stan is coming to terms with its severely outdat-
ed infrastructure, including broken down roads, 
railways, and a power grid that has given way 
to an unprecedented energy crisis. The interna-
tional community has responded by pumping 
in billions of dollars in aid to the country, but 
has not seen results. Since 2006, the country has 
remained within The Fragile State Index’s Top 
20, which thoroughly explains its development 
problem. As other countries continue to attempt 
to find a way to save Pakistan from spiraling 
out of control, China has offered up a plan that 
could do just that. As of April, 2015, China has 
begun working on a project titled the Chinese-
Pakistani Economic Corridor (CPEC) which fo-
cuses strictly on infrastructure and development 
within Pakistan and will bring great economic 
benefits to China as well. Taken at face value, 
CPEC stands to bring developmental relief to a 
country that desperately needs it. However, the 
international community must be aware of the 
great economic benefits and regional influence 
China will accrue as this partnership proceeds.

Chinese President Xi Jinping announced in 
late April that his country would be investing in 
a $46 billion infrastructure development project 
that is aimed at bringing stability to Pakistan 
and the Central Asian region. Over the next 
few years, the project is expected to revamp the 
crumbling Pakistani infrastructure, bringing 
in updated energy sources, international rail-
ways, and a brand new “super highway” that will 
stretch over 700 miles and connect a number of 
both China and Pakistan’s major cities. Dubbed 
the “New Silk Road,” the project will not only 
update Pakistan’s infrastructure, but also open 
up trade routes and create a stronger link be-
tween East and South Asia. The CPEC project 
is just the latest example that China is using to 
support its claim to an “all-weather friendship” 
with Pakistan. The two countries have become 
increasingly close over the past decades, with 
China now being Pakistan’s largest arms dealer 
and its number-three trade partner.

The plan for revamping Pakistan’s infrastruc-
ture could not come at a better time for either 
country. Pakistan is currently dealing with an 
energy crisis that has caused a national uproar 
and stands to bring in even more instability 
to the region if not addressed quickly. Their 
problems stem from inadequate facilities and 
a severely flawed energy trade policy costing 
the country two percent of its GDP per year, 
according to a report from the United States 
Institute of Peace. The country is estimated to 
have around a 40 percent energy supply deficit 
in times of high demand, which has left major 
cities in complete darkness for days on end, 
causing violent protests and riots to erupt in 
the streets. Many international officials predict 
that full-scale revolts could take place and topple 
the government if Pakistan’s energy issue is not 
dealt with promptly and effectively. 

China is set to gain extraordinary benefits 
from this infrastructure project as well. Al-
though not facing the dire development prob-
lems that Pakistan is experiencing, China has 
run into issues revolving around trade and their 
lack of an efficient water route to the Indian 
Ocean to their south west. Revamped and com-
munal water infrastructure will allow Chinese 
ships intended for Europe and North America 
with a route that is approximately 2000 miles 
shorter than previous ones. Additionally, due to 
China’s expected involvement in the oversight 
of these projects, they will gain more authority 
over the border between the two countries. Chi-
na claims that this area lacks sufficient oversight 
from either country and has therefore been ex-
ploited by the Uighurs, a Chinese ethnic group 
that has carried out a number of terrorist attacks 
in China’s Xinjiang region over the past few de-
cades. China claims that these people are being 
radicalized in Pakistan and returning to China, 
allowing them to wreak havoc in the country. 

Because of these points, many argue that 
China will be gaining just as much as Pakistan, 
if not more. While benefits in Pakistan equate 
to updated infrastructure and development, 

China will be building on an already expanding 
global influence and will be given more access 
and space with which to showcase that. China 
may not be solely involved with the CPEC to 
assist Pakistan, but instead, may view this proj-
ect as a way to better progress their own country 
while also supporting the buildup of a nation 
that will ultimately fall under China’s influence.

This desperateness on behalf of Pakistan 
only plays to China’s benefit, which is looking 
to seize the increased volatility of the region and 
come away with a larger Middle Eastern influ-
ence. With the United States unable to success-
fully pacify the major uprisings of the region, 
they have left the door open for other actors 
to step in and increase their influence. Russia 
has already seized this opportunity, pushing 
itself into Syria and eventually drawing in in-
volvement from Iran. If China is looking for 
its opportunity to make its stake in influencing 
Pakistan, the time to do so is now.

It is quite clear that one must be cautious 
when assuming that the Chinese assistance in 
Pakistan is simply that of good will. Expanding 
its influence has always been a high priority for 
the Chinese government, and its involvement in 
Pakistan has provided it the means with which 
to do just that. With the recent involvements 
of Russia in the Middle East, CPEC will allow 
China to make its own steps towards asserting 
its global impact, remaining instep with other 
world superpowers. Pakistan will be receiving a 
generous amount of aid from China, and will 
therefore be much more susceptible to its influ-
ence in the coming years. There is no doubt that 
the Chinese-Pakistani Economic Corridor will 
provide much needed infrastructure updates to 
Pakistan and therefore revitalize the country. 
However, it should not be ignored that while 
China is playing the role of the savior by bring-
ing aid to a desperate country, the project’s true 
intentions may actually be China’s first step in 
a series of strategic moves to quickly expand 
its influence, specifically in the Middle East. 

Roads to Riches
The Chinese-Pakistani Economic Corridor
- Jillian Smith

If China is looking for its opportunity to make 
its stake in Middle Eastern influence, the time to 

do so is now.”



On May 22, Irish voters went to the 
polls and made a decision that 
stunned the world. The Republic of 

Ireland defied its reputation as a conservative 
Catholic nation by electing to constitutionally 
legalize same-sex marriage with 62 percent of 
people voting “yes” and only 38 percent vot-
ing “no.” And while images of love, jubilation, 
and rainbow flags poured out of Dublin Castle 
over the following week, an important ques-
tion simultaneously emerged from the election’s 
aftermath: what will become of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland? 

Many journalists and social commentators 
drew attention to the increasingly secular nature 
of Irish society over the past thirty years and 
correctly observed that Catholicism no longer 
occupies a position of consequence in everyday 
life. Yet while some viewed the referendum as an 
opportunity for the Church to engage in a more 
inclusive dialogue to attract more parishioners, 
the preexisting damage to the Church’s stand-
ing is too great for the Church to reclaim its 
rapidly waning influence. Indeed, the Catholic 
Church has become largely obsolete as a dicta-
tor of Irish social values.

Yet despite the trend of secularization, the 
Irish have not rejected their Catholic identi-
ty. According to a 2011 census, about 84 per-
cent of Irish people self-identified as Catholic, 
but many of these people are considered “cul-
tural Catholics.” In other words, they attend 
key sacramental ceremonies such as weddings, 
baptisms, and holy communions, but do not 
regularly attend Mass. The same census indi-
cated that about one-third of Catholics attend 
Mass weekly, and only about eighteen percent 
of Dublin churchgoers are regular “practicing 
Catholics” according to Archbishop of Dublin 
Diarmuid Martin. So while many Irish people 
still interact with the Church, most do not ex-
pose themselves to traditional Catholic teach-
ings and values often enough for the Church 
to have a predominant and sustainable influ-
ence over their values. Likewise, young people 
and future generations will not grow up with a 
deep Catholic mindset if their predecessors do 
not observe the Church as an integral compo-
nent of society.

This disconnect with Ireland’s youth clearly 
manifested itself when the Yes Equality cam-

paign researched opinions among different vot-
ing populations. An Irish Times report on its 
campaign strategies noted that men and women 
between the ages of 25 and 35 already strongly 
favored marriage equality and avidly consumed 
social media. They were also “thoroughly disen-
gaged from the traditional news agenda and pre-
vailing political discourse.” Although Yes Equal-
ity does not cite a specific disillusionment with 
the Catholic Church, the younger generation 
demonstrated that “traditional” discourses could 
not compete with new technologies and socially 
liberal ideas that circulate online. Of course, the 
traditional Catholic discourse also has a plat-
form on social media, and Irish youth likely 
saw both sides of the debate, but it clearly was 
not potent enough to alter their voting patterns.

Still, the Church has tried to reform its ex-
clusionary image with the election of Pope Fran-
cis. In 2013, he suggested a possible shift in at-
titude toward the LGBT community when he 
said “if someone is gay and he searches for the 
Lord and has good will, who am I to judge?” 
Similarly, Archbishop Martin said that “anybody 
who doesn’t show love towards gay and lesbian 
people is insulting God.” Because of this dra-
matic change in tone, along with Francis’ global 
popularity, one could certainly argue that the 
Church has not lost touch with young Catholics 
and has actually revived enthusiasm for the faith. 

While a change in spirit may provide hope 
and acceptance for disillusioned Catholics, 
this should not be mistaken for an immediate, 
wholehearted endorsement of changing norms. 
Francis still maintains that marriage should re-
main heterosexual, and Archbishop Martin was 
“grateful” for those who voted “no” and adhered 
to priestly advice. Their reluctance to alter Cath-

olic practices so that they more closely resemble 
current social values indicates that any funda-
mental changes to the Church will not happen 
nearly as quickly as the Church’s shift in tone. 
This dialogue is just beginning, and an institu-
tion that is steeped in tradition cannot reason-
ably be expected to keep pace with the various 
social movements and legal developments that 
contradict some of its basic tenets. Similarly, 
the Church cannot expect others to follow tra-
dition closely when social values have moved in 
another direction.

Nor can the Church ignore the consequences 
of the sex abuse scandals plaguing its image 
when discussing how to move forward. In 2009, 
the Irish government released a report, which 
included complaints from 320 victims of child 
sex abuse by Irish priests between 1975 and 2004. 
The report also indicated that the Church and 
the Irish police collaborated in a massive cover-
up to secure assets and protect the Church’s rep-
utation. This damning report and the resulting 
outrage are widely attributed to catalyzing the 
substantial drop in church attendance through-
out the country. And while Catholic teachings 
certainly do not preach anything resembling 
acceptance of this behavior, no institution can 
survive such a horrible scandal unscathed. No 
matter how much love, acceptance, and inclu-
siveness the Church may teach in the coming 
years, its reputation has marred considerably. 
The Church will have to work toward repara-
tions and ending structural impunity before it 
can regain the public’s full trust and recognition 
as a social authority capable of providing effec-
tive moral guidance.

But despite the Church’s social decline, it is 
unlikely that Catholicism will disappear from 
Ireland entirely. The Church still owns and op-
erates most schools in Ireland, and Catholic sac-
raments continue to mark important life mile-
stones. Such entrenched customs and institu-
tions do not disappear immediately or easily, 
but they cannot resist the detrimental effects of 
changing societal norms. If campaigns like Yes 
Equality can continue to defeat the Church on 
major social issues and Catholic leadership fails 
to remedy such pervasive corruption, upcoming 
generations will redefine Irish culture and iden-
tity, and the Church will face insurmountable 
difficulties in finding a saving grace.

Faith Inaction
How the Catholic Church Lost Its Sway in Ireland
- Katherine Mercieca
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Speaking about the Labour Party’s new 
leader, Jeremy Corbyn, Prime Minister 
David Cameron said that the United 

Kingdom (UK) “cannot let that man inflict his 
security-threatening, terrorist-sympathizing, 
Britain-hating ideology on the country we love.” 
Corbyn was swept into power after he won 60 
percent of first-preference votes at Labour’s lead-
ership elections in September. A self-described 
democratic socialist who has been a hallmark of 
Britain’s far left for his 32 years in Parliament, 
Corbyn has not only drawn the ire of Cameron 
and his fellow Conservatives, but has also been 
a divisive figure within his own party. This is 
tied to his history of voting against the party 
in Parliament and the fact that many Labour 
politicians opposed his election as leader of the 
opposition. If Jeremy Corbyn and the Labour 
Party want to mount a serious challenge in the 
2020 general election and not devolve into a 
minority protest movement, then Corbyn must 
take a more moderate stand on nuclear weap-
ons and foreign policy while the rank-and-file 
of the party should take heed of Corbyn’s liberal 
economic policies and work to form a viable 
alternative to the fiscal belt-tightening of the 
Conservative government.

In the words of Guardian columnist Mat-
thew d’Ancona, Jeremy Corbyn is a unique 
politician in that “he refuses to engage in rou-
tine forms of political combat.” With an out-
spoken personality and a penchant for tabloid-
ready remarks, Corbyn breaks from the mold 
of bland, centrist Labour leaders like Gordon 
Brown and Tony Blair. The differences between 
him and earlier Labour leaders extend beyond 
style, including his opposition to fiscal auster-
ity, nuclear weapons, and foreign intervention. 
He is a sharp critic of Israel who has voiced his 
support for a Palestinian state. Corbyn sup-
ports state ownership of utilities like water and 
railways and is a staunch advocate for the UK’s 
National Health Service. He wants those with 
the “broadest shoulders to bear the biggest bur-
den to balance the books.” He has been resolute 
in his views and has often veered away from 
the party line in favor of his gut, having voted 
against Labour over 500 times as a Member of 
Parliament (MP). As Jonathan Freedland of The 
Guardian put it, “this tendency to put one’s in-
dividual needs ahead of the collective has already 

been on clear display.” This reality has made 
Corbyn a polarizing figure within Labour, a 
fact that makes his ascent to the leadership role 
all that more difficult for a struggling opposi-
tion party that is coming off a disastrous 2015 
general election.

In May, the Conservative Party walloped 
Labour, winning 331 seats in Parliament to La-
bour’s 232. Labour was facing an identity crisis 
and Paul Krugman of The New York Times 
attributed this to the “strange, sad moral and 
intellectual collapse of Labour moderates.” La-
bour’s failure to adhere to its liberal roots coin-
cided with an increase of left-leaning members 
amongst its party membership. A membership 
that views Jeremy Corbyn as a flag bearer of 
socialist, progressive-minded principles elevat-
ed him into the leadership role of a party with 
centrist-minded MPs that occupy Parliament. 
This sharp contrast between Corbyn and his 
fellow MPs has already been on display as La-
bour voted against bringing up a challenge to 
the renewal of the Trident nuclear program, 
something Corbyn is vehemently against. On 
economic principles, many of Labour’s rank-
and-file in Parliament have pursued centrist 

economic policies that align with Conservative 
beliefs while Corbyn is in favor of increasing 
taxation, raising wages, and opposing austerity. 
This maelstrom of internal conflicts facing the 
Party prevents Labour from mounting a serious 
challenge to the Conservatives, who have been 
buoyed in pursuing their agenda on the back 
of their recent election win.

As the head of Labour and not merely a 
member of it, Corbyn must distinguish him-
self as a leader, not just a vocal zealot. While his 
commitment to his beliefs is impressive, he risks 
alienating his fellow MPs and the greater public 
to a point where the Conservative Party becomes 
the choice of not just the right, but also that of 
the center. However, the Members of Parliament 
who constitute Labour’s voting bloc must be 
willing to challenge Prime Minister Cameron’s 
budget cuts and fiscal austerity, thus endearing 
themselves to the liberalism that they claim to 
represent. This would allow them to work with 
Corbyn in forging a more cohesive economic 
plan that would provide a stark alternative to 
the ruling Conservative platform. Corbyn must 
shelf the issue of nuclear weapon disarmament, 
as it is largely irrelevant to the current British 
political debate. When it comes to foreign pol-
icy, Corbyn needs to be clear on his thoughts 
in regards to Syria, Israel, and Palestine. While 
Joseph Finlay of The New York Times, described 
Corbin as a “passionate advocate for peace,” the 
right-wing British press, Conservatives, and cen-
trist Labour members view him as indecisive and 
too willing to overlook transgressions by Hamas 
and Hezbollah while always being quick to de-
ride the Israeli government. While Corbyn is 
right to challenge Netanyahu’s provocative and 
irresponsible governing tactics, his views lay at 
odds with much of the British public. Corbyn 
must temper and clarify his beliefs if he hopes 
to maintain Labour’s and the public’s support.

Despite this period of political upheaval, Jer-
emy Corbyn’s ascension to leader of Labour al-
lows the battered opposition party the chance to 
retool its message and appeal to voters. However, 
if Labour wants to reclaim its political prow-
ess and parliamentary power, its leader, politi-
cians, and members must present a united front 
backed by clearly articulated policy positions in 
order to challenge, and ultimately, defeat the 
Conservatives in 2020.

Jeremy Corbyn Opens Up Divisions Within the 
United Kingdom’s Labour Party
- Tyler Coady
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For centuries, the northeastern Spanish 
region of Catalonia has regarded itself 
as an entity separate from the rest of 

the country, set apart by distinct linguistic and 
cultural traditions. Many Catalonians speak 
Catalan, not Spanish, and unique traditions 
come with this language disparity. Catalonia 
has made numerous attempts at secession, but 
the movement gained notable traction this past 
year. On September 27, Catalan nationalist 
parties, whose campaigns center on the fight 
for Catalan independence from Spain, won a 
majority of parliamentary seats in a regional 
election. More notably, November 9 marks the 
day that Catalan parliament began the official 
process of breaking away from Spain, complete 
with a plan to gain independence by 2017. 

As stated in The Guardian, the past four 
years in Catalonia have been seen the rise of a 
newer, stronger, and larger independence move-
ment among citizens that has shifted into the 
political realm and now affects the Spanish na-
tion as a whole. The recent Catalan vote, stat-
ing that the regional parliament will no longer 
be bound to national laws in their decision-
making, has created crisis and opposition in 
the national government. This is a critical time 
in Spanish and Catalan history, and the strong 
resistance that Catalan pro-separatists face will 
act as a catalyst for even stronger and more 
dramatic efforts at self-determination. If na-
tional officials hope for Catalonia to remain a 
part of their country, they must take less of a 
hardline approach to the issue and instead focus 
on methods of compromise and negotiation. 

Catalan regional leader Artur Mas and two 
other Catalan government officials face pros-
ecution and criminal charges related to “disobe-
dience, perverting the courts of justice, and mis-
use of public funds” from officials in Madrid, 
according to the BBC. Spanish Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy has denounced the plan pro-
posed by the government of Catalonia, referring 
to it as “an act of provocation.” Nevertheless, 
backlash from the national government effec-
tively bolsters Catalan efforts. Though these 
reactions may seem disheartening to self-deter-
mination efforts, they legitimize the seriousness 
of this independence movement and spark in 
Catalan nationalists the drive to push back even 
harder against Spanish opposition. 

Secession is illegal under the Spanish con-
stitution, and Spanish officials cite this as a 
justification for prosecuting Mas. Yet the fact 
that the Spanish government considers self-
determination illegitimate and unlawful further 
merely provokes independence efforts, rather 
than suppresses them. Pro-separatist Catalo-
nians are not concerned with Spanish law be-
cause Spanish law is exactly what they hope to 
escape. Being constitutionally denied what they 
view as a right to self-determination provides 
an undeniable impetus to the independence 
movement. Rather than prosecuting those that 
engage in efforts at secession, Spanish are better 
off recognizing Catalan disillusionment with 
the Spanish government and taking steps to 
combat the rift that lies between the two po-
litical ideologies. 

Catalonia is crucial to the Spanish economy. 
Spanish officials worry that if the region were 
to secede, the already fragile economic state of 
Spain would suffer further. Everett Rosenfeld 
of CNBC writes that Catalonia accounts for 
about a fifth of Spain’s GDP and a fourth of all 
of Spanish industry and exports. Catalonians 
are therefore secure in their economic situation, 
inspiring a fierce and confident independence 
campaign. 

Additionally, Jon Yeomans writes in The 
Telegraph that the region feels as though the 
disparity between tax contributions and ben-
efits clearly shows that Catalonia is supporting 
other areas of Spain – areas with which it does 
not want to be associated in the first place. 
Strong Spanish government opposition on an 
economic level reinforces Catalonian beliefs 
that they are fit to stay afloat as an indepen-

dent nation, especially considering that they 
are gaining no economic benefits from the rest 
of the country. 

Catalan efforts are succeeding, and unless 
Spanish officials realize that their attempts at 
suppressing the movement are not working, 
Catalonians will eventually realize self-deter-
mination. Spain must make some sacrifices and 
concessions, which may entail decreasing taxes 
taken from the region and increasing monetary 
support given to the region. However, a few ne-
gotiations are far more favorable for Spain than 
the loss of such a crucial region. The hardline 
Spanish approach at combatting the indepen-
dence movement must be replaced with will-
ingness to compromise, or else the chance that 
Spain has to maintain unity will elude them.

The Spanish government has taken a hard-
line, uncompromising stance on the issue—
Catalonia does not, and will never, have the 
right to secede; therefore, in the eyes of the 
national government, they will never do so. 
Though this is intended as a strong deterrent to 
pro-separatist efforts, perhaps an insurmount-
able obstacle, it has the opposite effect. Resis-
tance from the Spanish government will con-
tinue to push Catalonians to escalate their fight 
for self-determination, and unless the Spanish 
government changes their methods, Catalan 
efforts will be realized. 

So what would happen if Catalonia were 
to secede from the rest of Spain? What would 
the consequences be for Spanish, European, 
and world economies if Catalonia left the Eu-
ropean Union? Questions like this are what 
concern Spanish leaders, but these questions 
do nothing to deter independence attempts. 
Stances of opposition from the Prime Minis-
ter and other national officials are a success for 
Catalonians because they are clear testaments to 
the fact that Catalonian efforts are serious and 
threatening. These public statements will spark 
more independence efforts and will inspire in 
Catalonians a sense of resilience and confidence 
even stronger than is present now. And unless 
Spain is willing to make some compromises, 
this catalyst could be just enough for Catalan 
efforts to finally pay off. 

The Catalan Independence Movement
A Struggle Becoming a Reality
- Brianne Recker
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An independence protest in Barcelona with a sign 

stating, ‘We are a nation, and we have the right to 

decide.’
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The protracted talks among EU officials 
on Turkey’s accession plan may be set 
on the fast track in light of the migrant 

crisis to Europe, and President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan and his party’s reaffirmed political man-
date. Turkey’s EU membership status has been 
on the negotiating table for years, with minimal 
concessions from European nations. EU mem-
bers question Turkey’s attitude towards humani-
tarian issues and its commitment to democracy 
over autocratic rule, due to the country’s dubious 
relations with terrorist groups. However, the EU 
may find itself conceding to Turkey’s Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) demands given the 
exacerbating migration crisis and escalating fear 
among EU politicians and the EU population. 

According to the BBC, “Europe is experienc-
ing one of the most significant influxes of mi-
grants and refugees in its history,” and EU mem-
bers are struggling to come to a unified decision 
on how best to manage the migrants. Germany 
and Sweden have agreed to high standards of re-
sponsibility for migrants. Several other European 
nations, however, have made it clear that they are 
uncomfortable with open-door policies through 
xenophobic rhetoric from extreme right-wing 
parties and unimpressive quotas for refugees. 
France, for example, will only allow 24,000 refu-
gees to enter over the next two years. In contrast, 
Germany has already accepted 98,700 from Syria 
and the government said it has room for 500,000 
refugees annually for the next several years. As a 
result, the EU is looking for common solutions 
to prevent the immigration influx altogether, 
rather than unified internal refugee integration 
policies. Large fences along the borders can only 
do so much. In light of these recent develop-
ments, EU politicians are increasingly revisiting 
a previously objectionable action plan in order 
to control the flow: appease AKP demands and 
accelerate talks on visa-free entry and granting 
EU citizenship for Turkish nationals. 

Turkey’s EU candidacy dates back to Decem-
ber of 1999, and little progress had been made 
until 2013. Since then, the Turkey accession chap-
ters have been reviewed and the European Com-
mission launched the visa liberalization dialogue 
with Turkey; the agreement is set to enter into 
effect on December 16, 2016. According to the 
EU Observer, Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Ger-
many, stated that Germany is willing to proceed 

in the accession preparation process. “In the fu-
ture we have to be stronger in burden sharing if 
we consider the fact that they [the Turks] have 
been virtually left alone in the past,” said Merkel. 
As one of the most influential politicians within 
the EU, Angela Merkel’s support shows Turkey’s 
growing negotiating power. Donald Tusk, the 
European Council President also stated at the 
October EU summit, “The European Union is 
ready to take up all issues with Turkey.” Many 
EU members, however, still criticize the motion 
of the Turkey accession plan in doubt of Turkey’s 
ability to meet democratic EU standards, espe-
cially on a humanitarian level, particularly under 
Erdogan’s administration. Europe, however, des-
perately needs Turkey’s cooperation in the politi-
cal fight against the influx of refugees. For Presi-
dent Erdogan, the escalation of the migrant crisis 
presents a poignant opportunity to bargain with 
the EU. Whether Erdogan will work with the EU 
on the crisis, or will choose to open his borders’ 
floodgates may depend upon the EU’s foreign 
policy decisions in the upcoming months. 

President Erdogan’s long political supremacy, 
serving as Prime Minister and then President 
since 2003, was reaffirmed on November 1 when 
AKP won convincingly in the national election. 
The AKP now controls 325 seats of the 550 seats 
in Parliament, mitigating the need for a coalition 
government. By nt: 980thin Turkey.key.  and  
pedited t teh es with Turkey”ly unstable country. 
h ferior to men. In addition, stance he EUto tt-
Many Many Many are disheartened by Erdogan 
and the AKP’s persistent stronghold over Turkish 
politics, which is perceived as a curtailment of de-
mocracy due to claims of judiciary manipulation, 
press censorship, and imprisonment of military 
and political opponents. Erdogan has also target-
ed secular Turkish military members, businesses, 
left-wing voters, and the Kurds. He has addition-
ally made statements suggesting that women are 
inferior to men. Adding to the long list of reasons 
to oppose Turkish entry to the European Union is 
the fact that the lira has hit a historic low against 
the euro, and the EU is not prepared to take on 
another economically dwindling country. Turkish 
citizens had thus reasonably assumed that another 
AKP government would hamper any chance of 
Turkey’s accession to the EU. Erdogan, however, 
is clearly well aware of his significant position of 
control in the migrant flow to Europe, and is 

ready to use his strengthened hand in Turkey-
EU relations. According to UNHCR figures, 
Turkey is a holding-pen of about a half of all 
Syrian refugees, with nearly 1.9 million refugees 
and asylum-seekers. Although Turkey is the most 
popular destination for many Syrian refugees, an 
increasing number are attempting to enter Eu-
rope through the Turkey-Greece border in the 
hopes of reaching countries with more job op-
portunities and higher wages. Since the national 
election, Erdogan has leveraged this power on the 
issue of humanitarian immigration in talks with 
the EU about the acceptance of more refugees. 
AKP will soon decide its position on the the is-
suance of work permits to refugees and the cur-
rent open-border policy, policies that are both of 
critical importance to the European Union. Tur-
key’s next steps on the integration of the Syrian 
community and its legal attitude towards refu-
gees may depend on whether the EU responds 
favorably to its demands. EU member countries 
have yet to agree upon a strategic plan to deal 
with increasing refugee migration to Europe; 
therefore, incentivizing Turkey to strengthen its 
border in exchange for granting Turkish citizens 
visa-free entry may be a solution that can benefit 
all parties in the short term. 

It is without a doubt that due to the fear 
brought about by the flow of migrants from Tur-
key to Europe, Turkey’s EU status is being seri-
ously reconsidered. In order to keep millions of 
Syrian refugees in Turkey, and out of Europe, 
Erdogan’s demands for visa liberalization and 
the EU accession process may be expedited and 
will be viewed more favorably by a majority of 
EU representatives. Due to the migrant crisis, the 
AKP may finally win the concessions it has been 
pushing for in exchange for increasing efforts to 
abate the influx of migrants traveling from Tur-
key to Europe, such as tightening Turkish borders 
and processing working papers of Syrian refugees.

A Win for the AKP Means a Better Card to 
Play in the EU Membership Game
- Olivia Singer



Analysts have described the nature of Rus-
sia’s intervention in Syria in the same 
way they characterized Russian actions 

in Ukraine: as “hybrid” – a mix of conventional 
and unconventional tactics. Despite similarities 
between Russia’s strategy in Ukraine and Syria, 
Russian goals in Syria are offensive while its mo-
tivations for the invasion of Crimea and East-
ern Ukraine are defensive. NATO’s response 
must, therefore, be twofold: deter future Rus-
sian aggression while simultaneously avoiding 
escalation. 

In Syria, Russia has two aims. First, accord-
ing to Jeffery Mankoff and Andrew Bowen of 
Foreign Policy, Russia would like to increase 
its leverage in Syria to ensure that any eventual 
settlement accommodates its interests in the 
Middle East, including Russian access to the 
Mediterranean and the ability to project power 
in the Middle East as a whole. It may appear 
that Russia’s goal it to bolster its ally Assad, but 
this overlooks the fact that Russia does not need 
Assad to achieve its objectives. Any pro-Russian 
government in Syria would provide Russia with 
the influence it desires, and Moscow is using 
its military leverage in Syria to force the West 
to make this concession. 

 Stratfor, a global intelligence firm, argues 
that Russia’s second goal is to use negotiations 
over Syria as a platform to gain Western con-
cessions over Ukraine, including the lifting of 
Western sanctions. This interpretation of Rus-
sia’s intentions is supported by recent trends 
in Ukraine. Max Fisher of Vox points out that 
Russian escalation in Syria coincided with a lull 
in fighting between the Ukrainian government 
and separatists, as well as offerings of a peace 
settlement. Any peace offering from Russian-
backed separatists likely required approval from 
the Kremlin, suggesting that Russia may be us-
ing its position in Syria to obtain a favorable 
agreement over Ukraine. Putin could attempt 
to extract these concessions by threatening fur-
ther escalation in Syria or by exchanging intel-
ligence about extremists in Syria for Western 
cooperation in Ukraine. Thus, Russia’s inten-
tions in Syria are specifically aimed at advancing 
its position in the Middle East and in Ukraine.

However, Russia’s initial intervention in 
Ukraine in 2014 was driven by very different 
motivations. At the time, Putin struggled with 
protests at home, a collapsing economy, and 
crippling Western sanctions. In response, Pu-
tin saw the need to retaliate against what Rus-
sia considers to be its most dangerous existen-
tial threat: ideological invasion from the West. 

Pro-Western Ukrainians had just ousted a pro-
Russian leader, and the Kremlin considered the 
loss of this sphere of influence a serious threat 
to Russian security. According to Fisher, Russia 
believed the West had forced it into an inse-
cure situation, and it responded by deploying 
its proxies to annex Crimea and sharpening its 
rhetoric over nuclear weapons in order to deter 
what it considered to be Western aggression.

The motivations for both conflicts are cat-
egorically different. In Ukraine, Russia acted 
defensively against perceived Western aggres-
sion and what it considered to be an existential 
threat. Conversely, its actions in Syria are of-
fensive in nature because Russia’s goals are to 
promote its influence over the Middle East and 
over Ukraine negotiations. Moscow’s involve-
ment in Ukraine should concern the West, but 
its offensive strategy in Syria is more revealing. 
This assertiveness suggests that NATO must 
confront an increasingly hegemonic Russia 
that will defend itself militarily and pursue its 
geopolitical ambitions abroad. To respond to 
these dual-motivations, NATO needs a dual-
approach. 

 Currently, Europe lacks the capacity to de-
fend itself against an aggressive Russia. The U.S. 
has recently deployed heavy artillery to Eastern 
Europe to deter Russian aggression, but Europe 
is not pulling its own weight. Despite empty 
calls to increase Europe’s defenses, the Wall 
Street Journal points out that only five out of 
the 28 NATO member states have met the re-
quired level of military spending, two percent 
of GDP, and the U.S. contributes 75 percent of 
all NATO defense expenditures. Furthermore, 
according to the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace only 51 percent of Europeans 
are willing to uphold their commitments to de-
fend a fellow NATO member in the event of an 
attack. Europe’s disengagement from its Eastern 
frontier will create a vacuum in the region, and 
an assertive Russia will be eager to fill it.

 In order to reduce the likelihood of another 
offensive Russian intervention in Eastern Eu-
rope, NATO’s European members should aim 
to meet their NATO defense spending com-
mitments and bolster U.S. deployments in the 
Baltics with their own forces. The protection of 
the Baltic States is critical. Due to the large eth-
nic Russian population in these former Soviet 
states, some experts, including Fisher, believe 
the Baltics could be Russia’s next target, and 
recent trends in the region support this theory. 
Reports from Reuters indicate that Russia has 
increased the level of flights, submarine activ-

ity, and military exercises around the Baltics 
and exacerbated regional tensions. While these 
signs are worrisome, renewed NATO commit-
ment to defend its member states would signal 
to Russia that any attack on the Baltics would 
result in a full NATO military response. Such 
a message would decrease the likelihood that 
Russia would invade. 

Some may argue that it is not in Europe’s 
best interest to fund these defense initiatives. 
However, an aggressive Putin may interpret 
Europe’s reluctance to contribute to collec-
tive defense as a signal that NATO is unwill-
ing to stand by its treaty commitments. Pu-
tin would then have an incentive to attack a 
NATO member – without a NATO military 
response, the alliance would be discredited, and 
NATO would no longer be seen as a credible 
threat to Russia. Without a credible NATO, an 
offensive-minded Russia would face no checks 
to counter its geopolitical ambitions, and this 
scenario is undoubtedly a threat to Europe’s 
security. It is true that if Russia does invade Eu-
rope may step up, but funding a robust NATO 
defense would deter Russian aggression in the 
first place by signaling that an attack on one 
NATO member would be met with unified 
military response. 

On the other hand, it is important consid-
er that based on its defensive intervention in 
Ukraine, Russia will also respond with force if 
it feels threatened. NATO must take this risk 
into account and should be careful not to pro-
voke Russia further. This presents a dilemma: 
how should NATO balance the conflicting ob-
jectives of deterring Russia and avoiding esca-
lation? NATO’s best option is to strengthen 
the defenses of NATO’s existing states, such 
as the Baltics, but cease all plans for NATO 
expansion. NATO should end the candidacies 
of states such as Georgia and Montenegro as 
Russia perceives NATO expansion as a threat 
and may thus react aggressively. In addition, 
evidence from the CATO institute suggests 
that including these states in NATO will not 
result in any major benefit or dramatically boost 
European security.

Implementing such a two-pronged strategy 
will be difficult, but it is essential in order to 
confront a two-faced Russia. In the words of 
Vladimir Putin, “at last, Russia has returned to 
the world arena as a strong state - a country that 
others heed and that can stand up for itself.” 
NATO must respond to this challenge with a 
balanced approach. 

The West Needs a Balanced Response to 
Renewed Russian Aggression
- Daniel Karr
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Since the 1980s, Sweden has taken in more 
asylum seekers per capita than any other 
European Union member state, main-

taining open borders and creating a strong wel-
fare state. The European migrant crisis, how-
ever, has forced Sweden to question what sort of 
society it wants to be, and moreover, what sort 
of society it can afford to be. A YouGov survey 
from earlier this year found that 46 percent of 
voters considered questions of migration and 
integration to be the most important political 
issue at stake. Many native Swedes have re-
sponded to the recent surge in immigration by 
turning to nationalist ideologies: 44 percent of 
those polled reporting that they believed their 
country had accepted too many immigrants. 
The Swedish Democrats (SD), a conservative 
party with roots in the neo-Nazi movement, 
won fourteen percent of parliamentary seats 
in the 2014 election, doubling their popular-
ity from the previous election. In September, 
another YouGov survey polled SD as the most 
popular party in the nation with the support 
of 25.2 percent of Swedes.

The Swedish Democrats’ proposed policies 
include restricting immigration, criminalizing 
begging, and deporting those immigrants who 
refuse to assimilate to Swedish culture. These 
reactionary policies will do little to solve the 
social problems that SD’s supporters are re-
sponding to. Rather than topically addressing 
the problem via criminalization and deporta-
tion, the Swedish government should use this 
opportunity to strengthen their welfare model, 
setting an example for other European nations 
struggling with the migrant crisis.

Sweden’s current immigration policy pro-
vides immediate permanent resident status to 
Syrian and other Middle Eastern migrants. The 
Swedish Democrats’ plan would rescind that 
policy and cut immigration by 90 percent. This 
proposed cut would funnel migrants away from 
Sweden, putting increased pressure on Sweden’s 
neighboring countries that are already dealing 
with their own migrant crises. The cut would 
also be impossible to implement: as a mem-
ber of the Schengen Area, Sweden has abol-
ished permanent border control, and its three 
neighboring states have as well. Consequently, 
the only reduction would come from a lower 
number of residence permits issued, resulting 

in increased homelessness and squalor – an 
existing and growing problem in the country. 

Unlike Middle Eastern migrants, poor Eu-
ropean migrants who travel into the country via 
the Schengen Area are not uniformly granted 
permanent residency from the Swedish govern-
ment. These migrants often end up homeless 
and panhandling, a problem that the Swedish 
Democrats hope to stifle by criminalizing beg-
ging. Convicting the homeless and begging, 
however, will only put unnecessary strain on 
the Swedish prison system, which is tailored 
toward rehabilitation. Panhandlers are not in 
need of rehabilitative jail sentences, but support 
in securing a job and home. Further restricting 
permanent residency permissions would in-

crease the severity of the homelessness problem 
by adding Middle Eastern migrants into the 
number, and criminalizing homeless begging 
would simply punish victims of the previous 
policy blunder.

Criminalizing begging is not the only way 
the Swedish Democrat’s plan to form a more co-
hesive social stratum. The SD rejects multicul-
turalism and wants to deport immigrants who 
have not fully assimilated to Swedish culture. 
However, deporting legal migrants who have 
permanent resident or citizen status would be 
nearly impossible to implement and would tar-
nish the nation’s reputation. Social integration 
is key to migrants’ success in their new country 
and is the area in which Swedish policymak-
ers could best strengthen their welfare model.

Sweden already offers several programs to as-

sist recent immigrants’ integration process. The 
government provides immediate emergency ac-
commodation upon arrival, offers free Swed-
ish lessons, and pays an introduction benefit 
of up to 6,468 kronor ($769 USD) per month 
as immigrants look for work. Despite these 
programs, disparities persist. Among migrants, 
only those from outside of Europe are granted 
access to the above social welfare programs; mi-
grants from poor or unstable European coun-
tries who come to the country via the Schengen 
Area do not receive such benefits. The country 
has seen the biggest increase in income inequal-
ity of any developed country in the past 25 years 
as unemployment falls disproportionately on 
immigrants, especially unskilled workers.

The majority of immigrants – European and 
non-European - are unskilled workers whose 
home country’s education system is failing or 
nonexistent. Sweden’s welfare state includes in-
credibly high minimum wage standards, which 
increase the standard of living for those who 
are able to secure jobs. However, the high mini-
mum wage also makes hiring practices more 
stringent: firms are less likely to hire inexpe-
rienced job applicants who require training. 
Reforms to the wage standards must be enacted 
to assist unskilled workers in securing work. 
Reducing minimum wage regulation and al-
lowing lower wages to be paid to those who 
require initial job training, contingent upon 
the scaling up of wages once training is com-
plete, would encourage Swedish employers to 
hire more migrants. 

The migrant crisis has revealed several cracks 
in Sweden’s welfare state that can be addressed 
via policy change to support and further inte-
grate migrants, not by avoidance of the issues 
at hand. The Swedish Democrats’ reactionary 
nationalist policies attempt to criminalize the 
problems of migration and integration rather 
than solve them. Swedish voters would do well 
to realize the problems in the Swedish Demo-
crats’ policy ideals, and channel their support 
away from SD’s nationalist policies towards 
changes that facilitate integration rather than 
homogenizing society.

Sweden for the Swedes
The Pitfalls of Nationalist Policymaking
- Elisabeth Brennen
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Sign posted in Stockholm Central Station as refugees 

arrive from Denmark and Malmö. 



My flight to France landed in Paris 
on New Year’s Day in January 2015. 
Unbeknownst to me, and the cel-

ebratory family gathering that shortly succeed-
ed it, the entire country would face an attack 
grasping global headlines, Facebook newsfeeds, 
and of course, shocking the national identity 
of “fraternité.” Over the course of two days, 17 
innocent people lay dead. While there is cer-
tainly less talk of the attacks on Charlie Hebdo 
and metro Paris 10 months later, an attack that 
claimed innocent lives perpetrated by French 
nationals of Algerian origin in a continent fur-
ther embedded in an unsolved immigration 
crisis, the effects must be analyzed. Naturally, 
France’s allies quickly condemned it, as did 
French politicians from the left and right. But 
how have French and Western European poli-
tics as a whole been afflicted by the attack? Has 
the political hemisphere also migrated given 
the devastation and loss of life France faced? 
In light of the immigration crisis, does what Le 
Monde referred to as “The French September 
11” remain relevant?

In the days that followed the attack, France 
was fearful of political backlash, perhaps with 
good reason. The United Kingdom, after the 
London Underground attacks of 7/7 which 
killed 52 and injured several hundred, changed 
in many ways itself. Tony Blair introduced a 
12-point plan to combat what had evidently 
rooted itself as a threat to British solidarity: 
terrorism. Most notably, the new legislation 
increased the length of time prosecutors could 
hold suspects without charge, from two to four 
weeks. A decade later, the political hemisphere 

had radically shifted in Europe, as new threats 
became evident in the rise of unstable states 
and extremist organizations throughout North 
Africa and the Middle East, relevant mostly be-
cause of the numbers of young men and women 
who were leaving continental Europe to join 
in these fights, creating ties and advancing the 
goals of networks considered to be enemies 
of European nations. Unsurprisingly, this ad-
vent granted political shifts, and an attack on 
French soil was not to go unnoticed by France 
nor its neighbors. 

Within the realm of French politics, the 
popularity of third parties, such as the extreme 
right National Front (FN), cannot be under-
stated. Three years ago, in the French presi-
dential election primaries, the FN won 17.9 
percent of the popular vote, a clear indication 
of their influence, despite never having won a 
presidential election. According to an article 
by The Guardian published in the immediate 
aftermath of the attack, Hebdo attacks gave 
reason for the anti-immigration FN to declare 
France’s entrance into a war against fundamen-
tal Islam. Not unlike the rhetoric of American 
politicians in the wake of the terrorism that 
struck in 2001, Le Pen now takes on an extreme 
role, albeit with dangerous popularity. Amidst 
a largely Muslim immigrant population, the 
FN has seen its popularity in regions that have 
been affected the most rise to nearly 40 per-
cent, as of polls taken in September, and the 
undertones of the attack in regards to immigra-
tion are inscribed in the French conscious. In a 
predominantly Catholic country, some French 
are hesitant to see a rise in the population of 
other religions and national origins. Some may 
see an anti-immigration policy as a solution to 
keeping France purely French. 

One of the most notable effects of Hebdo in 
France may be seen in the context of the immi-
gration crisis that has enveloped Europe. Paling 
in comparison to Germany’s agreement to ac-
cept approximately a million migrants this year, 
France has only agreed to accept 24,000 more 
in the next two years. It appears evident that in 
the aftermath of the attacks, even the Socialist 
president would be hesitant to accept more. 
Polls taken a month after the attack showed 
the French President’s approval ratings at just 
34 percent, and in an effort to quall the pub-

lic’s disapproval, taking on a more conservative 
role can be seen as a solution. Unfortunately, 
however, France has been largely unable to ac-
commodate refugees and asylums seekers, lead-
ing to camps holding thousands. As this crisis 
has emerged, so too has political polarization. 
Particularly for those who are unemployed or 
looking for work, immigration in light of the 
attacks can be seen as a double threat. On one 
hand many French are reticent to accept refu-
gees knowing that there is not enough work 
in the first place. On another, many who are 
particularly nationalistic are loath to accept 
migrants on behalf of the fact they’re simply 
not French. 

So, then, what can be made of the attacks in 
Paris earlier this year? Within a social context, 
they proved France’s vulnerability. French na-
tionals were capable of successfully organizing 
and conducting attacks against a satirical news-
paper and the French public. While the police 
response was largely praised, heightened secu-
rity throughout the country followed thereafter. 
There are now over 4500 French soldiers em-
ployed outside of synagogues, Jewish schools, as 
well as mosques that had been targeted or faced 
threats after Hebdo. Aside from the heightened, 
and extremely visible security presence, Hebdo 
changed the French political spectrum into one 
that has to now include the public’s safety and 
freedom of expression as one of its priorities. 
The migrant crisis has only added to the per-
ception of France under attack, and the FN’s 
gains in popularity clearly reflect this. It is easy 
for them to capitalize on the past ten months 
as reason to change one’s beliefs. Many now 
ask how France can be a global leader, adhere 
to its historical morality, and yet also maintain 
its economy and its French-ness all at once. 
France must, however, continue to do what is 
within its moral capacity as it has done for so 
long while acknowledging the growing pains it 
may face in accommodating migrants. It must 
learn how to deal with the changing dynamic 
Europe is facing, but also ensure that migrants 
aren’t pushed out of society, but rather inte-
grated so they may be productive French men 
and women.

French Politics in the Aftermath of Hebdo

- Justin Berg
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“I am Charlie” street mural following the attacks in 

Paris.

This article was written prior to the Paris attacks in November and should be read alongside Ali Habhab’s piece on the next page.
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W hen protests in Syria flared 
into violent skirmishes 
in early 2011, warnings 

abounded for Syria’s neighbors and 
the rest of the world, and yet, the in-
ternational community was slow to act. 
Even as reports surfaced of new, more 
violent Jihadi groups moving in to ex-
ploit Syria’s crumbling state, weapons 
and funds continued to flow into the 
region. By the time ISIS captured the 
Syrian city of Ar-Raqqah in early 2014, 
Syria and Iraq had descended into cha-
os. Four years since the conflict’s start, 
with more than 300,000 lives lost and mil-
lions more seeking refuge in Lebanon, Jordan, 
Turkey, and more recently, Europe, radical Is-
lamist groups have turned their guns on the 
rest of the world.

Following the Charlie Hebdo shootings in 
early 2015, France, and Europe for that matter, 
awakened to the threat of attacks from ISIS and 
other groups exploiting the Syrian vacuum. 
New safety measures were indeed introduced 
as the French bolstered their security forces in 
Paris and right-wing parties in Europe decried 
the sharply increasing flow of poor, largely Mus-
lim refugees. Nevertheless, we stand yet again 
in horror. The attacks in Paris on the 13th of 
November went beyond the shock of Hebdo, as 
they lacked the context of free speech or poli-
tics. These attacks were not designed to intimi-
date opposition; they were attacks for the sake 
of spreading fear and hysteria, for the sake of 
generating panic in the West. Yet in the face of 
such unspeakable acts, the response of France 
and the West cannot be hyper-reactive; it can-
not turn to violence against its new refugee 
population. The only response is to maintain 
resolve and continue to take the fight directly 
to the perpetrators. Terrorism will continue to 
thrive as long as Syria and Iraq remain frag-
mented. A united effort must be undertaken 
to bring the likes of ISIS, Jabhat Al-Nusra, and 
their cohorts to their knees, forcing a lasting 
calm in Syria and beyond. If French President 
François Hollande, the West, and other states 
truly want to fight “mercilessly” against ter-
rorism, they must avoid the extremist traps of 
division and fear, and strike terrorist groups 
where it hurts most.

As the world considers its options moving 
forward, it should not see the November Paris 
attacks as a sign that ISIS is gaining strength. 
In fact, ISIS has a history of turning to civilian 
targets when feeling besieged, attempting to 
misdirect its enemies. Buoyed by U.S. airstrikes 
and Iranian military interventions, the Iraqi 
army has made significant inroads, capturing 
the ISIS-held city of Baiji in early November. 
Iraqi Kurds have made similar gains in north-
ern Iraq and the Syrian military, emboldened 
by Russian airstrikes, has made significant gains 
against the likes of Jabhat Al Nusra, Ahrar Al-
Sham, and ISIS in Aleppo. Indeed, ISIS was on 
their heels in late October and early November. 
Soon after, we witnessed the suspected bomb-
ing of a Russian airliner, a twin suicide bomb-
ing that killed 43 in Beirut’s Bourj el-Barajneh 
neighborhood, and a little more than 24 hours 
later, the coordinated attacks across Paris. When 
ISIS begins to feel pressured, it resorts to hei-
nous attacks on civilians, and in their wake, 
we cannot cower; we must not be shaken. Tak-
ing the fight to ISIS and other radical Islamist 
groups will continue to push the conflicts closer 
to a settlement, which is the only solution to 
the terrorism crisis. 

Details that have emerged from the Paris 
and Beirut attacks share a common thread: 
they have been designed to pin the attacks on 
Syrian refugees. This is clearly part of a con-
certed effort by ISIS to turn host countries 
against their refugee populations, distracting 

them from the more relevant fight 
against terrorism. However, this does 
not mean that Europe should not re-
evaluate its refugee screening policies. 
In fact, countries like Germany cannot 
continue to open their borders with-
out significant improvements made 
to their refugee screening processes, 
a task that may prove impossible. In 
any event, the problem of duplicitous 
refugees can only be solved by tackling 
the crisis at its source. Contrary to ISIS 
propaganda, the refugees are not leav-
ing because of coalition airstrikes, but 

rather are fleeing the oppressive radical Islamist 
ideology, which continues to bring misery to 
Syrians and Iraqis of all faiths. Future attacks 
in Lebanon, Europe, and beyond can only be 
stemmed by expelling ISIS and other groups 
from the territory they hold. 

Justin Berg’s article accurately reflects the 
reaction in Europe post-Charlie Hebdo. As they 
have in the past, European nations, France in 
particular, turned inward for solutions, drafting 
resolutions and enhancing security measures. 
Yet in their attempts to understand the attack 
and cope with the refugee crisis, they failed to 
consider the only solution to the threat of radi-
cal Islamic terrorism. As long as the Middle East 
remains a playground for extremism, terrorism 
will never be an isolated problem and borders 
will not contain its spread. It is imperative that 
the fight against terrorism turns outward and 
targets its incubators. 

Indeed, the Paris attacks were attacks on hu-
manity and they require that we respond with 
moral clarity and logical decision-making. It is 
increasingly said that radical Islamism cannot 
be defeated with weapons, as ideological wars 
are more psychological than physical. Never-
theless, heinous ideologies can only go as far 
as they are allowed to fester and develop. Until 
the quagmire in Syria and the fragmentation of 
Iraq are settled, the world will continue to be at 
risk. If we fail to target terrorism at its source, 
the painful scenes of Paris and elsewhere are 
doomed to continue.

Unpacking the Paris Attacks

- Ali N. Habhab
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National Gallery of France after the November Paris 

Attacks.

In light of the November attacks in Paris, we, the Editorial Board, decided to re-evaluate Justin Berg’s article “French Politics in the 
Aftermath of Hebdo.”



City walls once layered in political sym-
bols left over from the civil war now 
lay underneath freshly painted callig-

raphy speaking to cultural unity. Propaganda 
posters showcasing candidates still unelected 
under the stalled government fall to the floor 
to make way for music and theater icons to 
which all citizens relate. In the wake of politi-
cal turmoil and the ravages of war, Lebanese 
artists have reacted to the destruction around 
them with provocative virtuosity, encouraging 
their people to better engage in sociopolitical 
affairs under the harmonious influence of na-
tional pride.

In a chaotic world besieged by sec-
tarian forces committed to an end-
less tug-of-war, even a common his-
tory fails to connect Lebanese citizens 
under a single umbrella – because the 
political divides of that history run too 
deep. Diversity in language, religion, 
and rhetoric during such tumultuous 
times breeds distrust, and so many find 
solidarity in disparate cliques that ulti-
mately harm the political, social, and 
economic climate of the region. 

Currently, the political paralysis of 
the Lebanese parliament in failing to 
instate a president for over a year leaves 
much of the country without access to 
basic public utilities such as electric-
ity and water. Their inaction and corruption 
reached new levels over the summer, failing to 
respond to the closing of a major landfill that 
soon lined the streets of Beirut with over 20,000 
tons of garbage in the course of three months. 
The influx of nearly 1.5 million Syrian refugees, 
who now comprise twenty-five percent of Leba-
non’s population, imposes new burdens on the 
country’s infrastructure, and pushes the govern-
ment’s ability to provide basic public services 
to their breaking point. 

As national identity continues to weaken 
due to declining faith in the political system, 
young street artists seek to change that para-
digm in their depiction of pop culture icons 
such as the beloved singer Fairouz and actress 
Sabah. Symbols of strength in the face of hard-
ships, their popularity during the Lebanese Civ-
il War and afterwards supersedes ideological or 
generational differences through shared cultural 

interests, if not shared perceptions of history. 
Their likeness on Hamra Street and other city 
centers reminds passersby of the culture they 
all share, a foundation of unity and harmony 
still lacking in the public policy environment. 

Other artists build upon that message in a 
slightly more politicized form, but remain root-
ed in universally accepted themes. Artist Yazan 
Halwani, for example, painted a tribute to the 
homeless Ali Abdullah of bustling Bliss Street 
who ultimately died due to harsh weather. Well-
known by nearby residents, his death sparked 
an outrage among Lebanese youth. Howev-
er, the social revolution sputtered out quickly, 

and soon only Halwani’s artwork served as a 
testament for the welfare support so coveted 
by those that were once mobilized by his fate. 

Citizens revere such images, unwilling to 
besmirch that which joins them together. Street 
art of that sort then lives on in a stronger me-
dium than any political rhetoric, so often taken 
with the personal prejudices that characterize 
their judgment. As street art grew into a widely 
accepted format, the region’s more illustrious 
art scene borrowed their underlying testament 
to cultural unity when developing their inter-
nationally renowned exhibitions. 

Such a transfer from the streets to the likes 
of the great Beit Beirut, Foundation Saradar, 
Marfa Gallery, and others mark a growing cul-
tural ecosystem stemming from the popularity 

of the region’s active street artists. The wealth 
attributed to such organizations grants them the 
power to broadcast such fundamental cultural 
references across the country, joining separate 
religious and political groups under their com-
mon culture. Doing so provides a point of ref-
erence for disparate individuals to shed their 
identity crisis in favor of working together to 
rectify their government’s failings. 

Moreover, in a country struggling to at-
tract the tourists that once crowded its sandy 
shores, the growing art scene brings a tremen-
dous amount of publicity and goodwill. In Oc-
tober 2015, luxury retail magnate Massimiliano 

Gioni partnered with legendary archi-
tect David Adjaye to open the water-
front art museum and shopping mall 
Aishti Foundation to great acclaim. In 
conjunction with Sursock Museum’s re-
opening a couple weeks earlier, Sothe-
by claimed that such endeavors “offer 
the kind of heritage and vivacity which 
survive sectarian conflicts and unrest.” 
Surpassing the streets to the most pres-
tigious art houses of the Middle East, 
the movement has gained both cred-
ibility and momentum as a positive 
force in Lebanese society. 

Critics of renewed devotion to artis-
tic endeavors claim that the economic 
prowess of the local wealthy should aim 

to correct basic services no longer provided 
under the paralyzed government rather than 
serve an ultimately useless medium that makes 
little to no reference to political messages or 
ideologies. However, it is that very subversion 
to divisive political forces that powers the art-
ists’ work, bringing unity to a population un-
accustomed to sharing beyond their respective 
cliques. A change in the mindset of the people, 
although not economically measurable, will ul-
timately cultivate the talent and wealth neces-
sary to improve living and political conditions 
in Lebanon. 

Identity Crisis
Lebanese Nationalist Fervor through Art
- Nisreen Salka
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Eternal Sabah Mural by Yazan Halwani on Assaf 

building in Hamra, Beirut.
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The fundamental basis of the European 
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) 
is that “everyone’s right to life shall be 

protected by law.” As the European Union strug-
gles to grapple with the growing exodus of ref-
ugees from the Middle East, it cannot simply 
ignore its commitment to the protection of hu-
man rights for all peoples.

Europeans are certainly no strangers to mass 
migration. Five short years before the creation 
of the ECHR in 1950, World War II generat-
ed an estimated 60 million European refugees 
that, for the most part, were all given the op-
portunity to exercise their basic human rights 
to life. The Balkan crisis of the 1990’s saw yet 
another unprecedentedly massive flight of refu-
gees into Western Europe that was met with a 
similar response. Yet, the prominence of these 
tragic migrant crises as testaments to the moral 
character and unwavering commitment to the 
protection of human rights in European his-
tory makes the disgracefully weak response to 
the current Middle Eastern refugee crisis that 
much more perplexing. Although addressing 
the present migrant crisis is far from simplistic, 
Europe’s hesitation to continue their long stand-
ing traditions of protecting all refugees’ rights 
to life is unacceptable.

Most of the concern the European Union 
has had about becoming more involved in this 
particular crisis stems largely from the size of 
the problem itself. Over the duration of the Syr-
ian Civil War, an estimated ten million people 
have been displaced. Four million of those dis-
placed have gone on to seek refuge in neighbor-
ing countries like Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Iraq. As of September of this year, Lebanon has 
taken in 1.1 million refugees, who now comprise 
twenty-five percent of the total population. A 
similarly stark situation has emerged in Jordan 
where more than half a million have entered the 
country to escape Syria’s civil war. With even 
larger numbers of migrants predicted to enter 
these neighboring countries next year, the unfor-
tunate reality is that there will not be adequate 
resources to accommodate both them and the 
domestic populations. 

However, the simple fact of the matter is that 
Europe is not the Middle East, and although 
financially costly and politically contentious, 
admitting a larger portion of this growing di-
aspora into Europe’s borders is indeed feasible. 
Ignorance of this reality will only serve to further 
stain the human rights legacy of Europe because 

the rights guaranteed by the 1951 Geneva Con-
vention on the Protection of Refugees are not 
applicable in Lebanon and Jordan – neither are 
signatories – and are greatly limited in Turkey, 
through a declaration of geographical limitations 
for the application of the accord. So, as neigh-
boring Middle Eastern countries receive more 
refugees and resources become scarcer, there will 
be no legal recourse for the EU to ensure that 
refugees are provided even the most basic hu-
man necessities, forcing them yet again to stand 
by and watch as preventable tragedies unfold in 
front of their eyes. 

Although we have yet to reach such a cli-
mactic stage in the migrant crisis, conditions do 
continue to worsen in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, 
and Iraq. In pursuit of a friendlier home for ref-
ugees, some have embarked upon a dangerous 
journey - either across the Mediterranean Sea 
or through the Balkans - to reach the borders 
of the European Union’s Schengen Zone, where 
they hope to use the principle of free-movement 
to establish new lives in the more economically 
prosperous nations of Western Europe. Yet, even 
in the face of horrifyingly large death tolls – since 
August of this year, migrant deaths have reached 
well over 2,000 in total – European leaders have 
continued to ignore the mounting migrant cri-
sis brewing on their shores. It was only after the 
world saw the image of a dead three-year-old 
Syrian child, Aylan Kurdi, lying face down on 
a Turkish beach, that the moral foundation of 
the continent was shaken enough to force their 
leaders to act. Sadly, however, Aylan is still one 
of more than 22,000 people whose right to life 
was disregarded for far too long by the Euro-
pean Union. It took the EU two years to even 
begin providing desperately needed search and 
rescue support to Italian and Greek authorities 
in the Mediterranean. And even when the EU 
finally did choose to address the growing mi-
grant problem, the European Union’s border 
control agency, Frontex, instituted Joint Opera-
tions Triton (Italy) and Poseidon Sea (Greece) 
which comprised only seven boats, two planes, 
and one helicopter that patrolled thirty nauti-
cal miles of the entire Italian and Greek coasts. 
Although more recently, Frontex, at the request 
of the European Commission, has taken steps 
to increase the operations’ area of reach and 
budgets, they are still insufficient to fulfill the 
EU’s moral obligations under the ECHR to 
protect the lives of the hundreds who die at sea 
each month. 

Even those that have chosen to take the lon-
ger, but safer route to Europe by land are now 
caught in the midst of a fierce immigration bat-
tle. Serbia, Hungary, and Austria have all taken 
stringent measures to prevent refugees from en-
tering their borders in order to avoid their legal 
obligations defined either in the 1951 Geneva 
Convention or the Dublin Regulation of the 
ECHR. The Dublin Regulation in particular, 
which states that incoming refugees’ requests 
for asylum must be processed in the first EU 
member state into which they arrive, has greatly 
hindered some governments’ abilities to quickly 
and properly process migrants. 

Exemptions to the Dublin Regulation have 
been allowed for Greece, and Hungary has uni-
laterally stopped asylum request processing, but 
as the crisis extends to more countries, the EU 
will need to ensure that other member states 
like France and the United Kingdom – who to-
gether have taken in a total of only 10,000 Syrian 
refugees since 2012 – pull their own weight. In 
order to effectively address the growing influx of 
refugees while still abiding by the conventions of 
the ECHR, revision or complete elimination of 
the Dublin Regulation is a necessity. Short-term 
solutions like those of German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel, who has led a strong effort to im-
pose a quota system to reallocate the estimated 
one million or more asylum seekers that Europe 
will receive this year, are certainly steps in the 
right direction. However, to develop a better and 
more resolute effort to accommodate war-weary 
refugees, revisions to the “Common European 
Asylum System,” which dictates how member 
states fulfill their obligations under the 1951 Ge-
neva Convention on the Protection of Refugees, 
are also needed. Streamlining of the asylum ap-
plication process through the elimination of 
the Dublin Regulation would certainly serve to 
equalize distribution of refugees, as well as show 
the world that the European Union’s commit-
ment to human rights is more than just words. 

Europe cannot wait for the image of yet an-
other Aylan to catalyze further action. The EU 
must come together and act abroad through the 
expansion of Operations Triton and Poseidon 
Sea so that they can stem the hundreds of pre-
ventable deaths that occur all too often in Medi-
terranean waters. They must also unite to act 
domestically to revise their own common asylum 
system so that refugees, who simply want to ex-
ercise their legal rights to life, can finally do so. 

“The Right to Life”

- Cody Giddings



In December 2014, the New York Times 
published confidential minutes from a 
conference call involving Major General 

Michael K. Nagata, commander of American 
Special Operations forces in Middle East. He 
disclosed that the minimal progress in breaking 
the Islamic State’s movement was due to dif-
ficulties in deciphering its appeal to Western-
ers. Since 2013, the United Nations, European 
Union, and many countries have designated the 
Islamic State, also known as ISIL or ISIS, as a 
terrorist organization after its separation from 
Al-Qaeda. ISIS has continued to attract over 
20,000 foreign fighters, including at least 4,000 
Westerners, who are increasingly younger and 
more educated. Fueled by increased efforts in 
branching out to countries like Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Libya, ISIS’s potential for 
territorial expansions is raising more alarms than 
ever before. The success of these recruitment 
tactics relies on the match and fusion between 
those vulnerable to religious indoctrinations 
and ISIS’s sophisticated network of recruitment. 
Understanding ISIS’s recruitment process can 
provide some insight into this enigma and aid 
in formulating long-term campaigns to suspend 
its momentum on the ground in Iraq and Syria. 

ISIS’s success can be attributed to its sophis-
ticated use of social media in propagating and 
amplifying its “calls to duty.” However, while 
Facebook and Twitter provide platforms for ISIS 
recruiters to engage and perpetuate their beliefs, 
social media only serves as a tool of communica-
tion. A common thread many experts and law 
enforcement agencies have observed is the “lone 
wolf” theory. Lone wolf attacks refer to terrorist 
attacks carried out by fundamentalist individuals 
unaffiliated with larger terrorist organizations. 
The 2013 Boston Marathon Bombing is one such 
example, designed to cause high casualties if the 
attack went according to plan. The term “lone 
wolf,” however, goes beyond lone attacks and 
is highly epitomic of individuals who are more 
likely to become ISIS recruits. While there is 
no single profile of a lone wolf, similarities be-
tween foreign recruits indicate that individuals 
who feel disconnected from their communities 
and have no sense of belonging are the perfect 
candidates for recruitment.

Yet there is a difference between being anti-
social and radical. Radical thought does not 

necessarily translate into radical action. In 2009, 
United States forces recovered a copy of an Al-
Qaeda recruitment manual, “A Course in the Art 
of Recruiting.” Though ISIS and Al-Qaeda are 
now two separate organizations, ISIS recruiters 
appear to follow the same basic guidelines for 
luring and indoctrinating recruits. The pamphlet 
advises recruiters to create a personal connection 
with the prospective recruits. Only once a strong 
bond is established should the recruiter instill 
the basics of Islam, including rituals and prac-
tices. ISIS recruiters are also advised to exploit 
tragedies, such as the siege of Gaza, to explain 
the situation of Muslims according to the Islamic 
perspective. ISIS recruiters step in as catalytic 
agents, to help these lone wolves make the leap.

Those who have undergone a traumatic 
event and seek the meaning of life tend to be 
more receptive to new beliefs, allowing recruit-
ers to fill the void. Recruiters provide the much-
needed comfort and support that are absent in 
their family and social communities. The com-
plexities and sophistication of ISIS’s recruitment 
process reveal that ISIS’s brand of warfare is 
not only an ideological one, but psychological 
as well. Hence, under the increased influence 
of ISIS recruiters, these individuals are intro-
duced to and connect with like-minded people 
on social media sites like the “@InviteToIslam” 
account on Twitter. In the case of Western re-
cruits, many convert at this stage. The Middle 
East Media Research Institute states that this 
account belongs to a radical Islamist group in 
Birmingham, England that is in regular contact 
with ISIS fighters, and played a role in radical-
izing a 15-year-old English girl who left to join 
ISIS. The intensification of these recruits’ radical 
beliefs via the encouragement and reinforcement 
of these social groups characterize the third stage 
of self-radicalization known as the ‘indoctrina-
tion phase.’ The last phase, ‘Jihadization,’ is the 
stage in which individuals accept their duties to 

participate in Jihad. When an ISIS recruit fin-
ishes the path of self-radicalization, he or she is 
most likely en route to Iraq or Syria.

One must note, however, that many may 
abandon the process due to events like fam-
ily interventions. As ISIS’s recruitment efforts 
successfully draw some foreign fighters in, their 
same strategies may be used against them. As 
ISIS recruiters unknowingly illustrate a utopic 
life in the caliphate, foreign recruits who join 
ISIS based on a rosy depiction of holy warriors, 
also known as mujahideen, are often disillu-
sioned when they find themselves living in harsh 
conditions, allocated hard labor and forced to 
witness cruel acts. Multiple media reports in-
dicate a growing number of foreign nationals 
risk their lives escaping from ISIS because reality 
failed to live up to their expectations. 

 Recognizing the demographics of recruits 
and their attraction to ISIS is crucial, as it means 
law enforcement agencies can now arm them-
selves with the best weapon to treat the root cause 
of the problem – education. The majority of 
young, educated Internet users are not receptive 
to the dissemination of ISIS’s messages, as they 
tend to be more skeptical toward extremist in-
formation and can cross-reference with the large 
reservoir of information online. Raising aware-
ness in misinformed, impressionable youths is 
pertinent, as information provision equips them 
with the knowledge to differentiate between be-
ing religious and being radical. Increasing con-
versation about religion, not necessarily limited 
to Islam, lowers the stigma associated with be-
ing conservative or orthodox and also generates 
community support that is evidently lacking 
in the lives of “lone wolves” who turn to ISIS. 
Implementing compulsory informational talks 
and handing out relevant resource packages can 
be part of a larger multi-pronged campaign that 
interferes with ISIS’s recruitment while develop-
ing other counter-terrorist strategies. 

To Make a Radical: Insight into ISIS’s 
Recruitment Process
- Lanxin Jiang

Raising awareness in misinformed, 
impressionable youths is pertinent, as 

information provision equips them with the 
knowledge to differentiate between being religious 
and being radical.”
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As the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) continues to have massive 
consequences in the Middle East, the 

response of the international community has 
included airstrikes, increased military presences, 
and sustained partnerships with those actively 
fighting to bring down the terrorist organiza-
tion. As a network of individuals whose persua-
sion and recruiting has attracted not only those 
within the Middle East, but also those abroad, 
the question arises of how ISIS has been able to 
sustain itself. In an article published in March 
of 2015 by NBC News, it was reported that ISIS 
is the “world’s richest terrorist organization” 
with funds at its disposal estimated to be up-
wards of $400 million, although other sources 
have estimated that figure to be as much as $2 
billion. In examining how ISIS has acquired 
the money it has used to increase its influence 
and spread its message, it becomes clear that 
in order to combat the terrorist group, efforts 
must include not only continued measures of 
conventional warfare, but also efforts to drain 
the supply of money ISIS uses to remain a per-
sistent threat.

Investigating how the Islamic State has been 
able to acquire its money and resources reveals 
a number of both sophisticated and crude prac-
tices the organization has employed to increase 
its funding. These practices have included oil 
smuggling, black market transactions, ransoms 
from kidnappings, donations from support-
ers, and looting of ancient artifacts. It has also 
been rumored that ISIS’s revenue-earning tac-
tics have become more macabre through the 
group’s alleged human trafficking and organ 
harvesting practices. In addition, ISIS has be-
gun to mint and circulate its own currency in 
the form of gold, silver, and copper coins whose 
production was documented in a propaganda 
video the group released in late August 2015. 

Given the nature of ISIS’s funding methods, 
it is evident that targeting the group’s cash flow 
will prove to be extraordinarily difficult. After 
all, the organization’s operations and functions 
are similar to that of a small country – ISIS has 
its own economy and sovereignty, and now, a 
form of currency. Despite this, there are still 
measures that can be taken in order to deplete 
ISIS’ funds and resources.

One potential measure the international 

community may pursue to target ISIS’s financ-
es is taking the initiative to provide protected 
spaces for ancient artifacts currently housed by 
nations within the Middle East whose existence 
is threatened by potential destruction and loot-
ing by the Islamic State. As reported by CBS 
News in September of 2015, significant amounts 
of ancient artifacts from Syrian cultural heri-
tage sites in cities such as Palmyra and Apamea 
have been either destroyed or looted and sold 
in black market transactions. It would benefit 
the international community’s war on ISIS to 
take away this source of revenue on the black 
market, and would preserve archaeological and 
artistic pieces of history from being either de-
stroyed or sold to help ISIS increase its funding.

Moreover, targeting ISIS by increasing over-
sight on oil purchases and increasing pressure 
on nations to avoid negotiating ransoms in hos-
tage situations can also aid in the fight against 
the terrorist group. In the late summer of 2015, 
it was reported that oil produced by the Islamic 
State had been smuggled into Turkey, a nation 
that has struggled extensively in dealing with 
oil shortages. Although there is conflicting in-
formation and analysis in regards to Turkey’s 
exchanges with ISIS, the situation demonstrates 
that it is necessary for any nation importing 
oil to investigate its source. Airstrikes on oil 

fields and refineries under ISIS’s control have 
also proved effective in decreasing their supply.

Although it is a sensitive matter to address 
in virtually all circumstances, assisting nations 
in avoiding succumbing to ransom demands 
in hostage situations would also help allevi-
ate the issue at hand. Encouraging nations to 
have consistent policies that do not leave room 
to negotiate with terrorists could potentially 
lessen ISIS’s incentives to see kidnappings and 
hostages as legitimate and lucrative options in 
its determination to increase its funds and re-
main a threat.

Ultimately, the fight against ISIS must in-
clude an attack on its financial assets. Taking 
into account the measures the international 
community has made in its more “physical” 
combat against ISIS, it is imperative to ensure 
those efforts are sustained in a manner consis-
tent with thoughtfully executed military tactics 
and operations. It must also be ensured that the 
fight extends beyond responses like airstrikes to 
include draining ISIS’s cash flow. ISIS’s opera-
tions have been able to continue thanks in part 
to these financial assets. Therefore, depleting 
these assets by engaging in financial warfare 
coupled with continued military action against 
the Islamic State would greatly contribute to 
starving the beast of its funding. 

Starving the Beast
Fighting ISIS by Attacking its Finances
- Ilhana Redzovic
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“Humvee down after ISIS attack” by Omar Siddeeq Yousif. 



Imagine a country which suffers 
near-routine terrorist attacks, yet 
continually finances insurgent 

groups to fight its enemies. Imagine 
a country whose government receives 
80 percent of its revenue from oil, yet 
faces a crashing oil market. Imagine a 
country ruled by an absolute monarchy 
which regularly suppresses free speech, 
jails political prisoners, and resists any 
kind of reform. Such a country faces 
a high potential for instability in the 
coming decades and should focus its 
efforts on improving domestic condi-
tions instead of entangling itself in costly for-
eign adventures. Unfortunately, this country 
is the leader of the Sunni world, an essential 
American ally, and currently fighting a proxy 
war with Iran.

While Saudi Arabia has always played a 
pivotal role in the Middle East, its position as 
the counterweight to rising Iranian influence 
makes its continuing stability all the more es-
sential to United States foreign policy. With a 
strong, secular Iraqi state out of the picture and 
a weak, Shia-led Iraqi state in its place, Saudi 
Arabia stands as the largest obstacle to Iranian 
regional dominance. This is a boon to U.S. in-
terests in the region, but comes at the cost of 
Saudi Arabia neglecting its domestic sphere. 
While the challenges abroad are the main focus 
of the country’s resources today, the challenges 
at home will be the main focus of tomorrow. 
Faced with falling oil revenue, continuing do-
mestic unrest, and an ongoing commitment to 
fight Iranian influence wherever possible, Saudi 
Arabia is in danger of overextending itself and 
failing to effectively carry out any of its goals.

Saudi Arabia is home to the Wahhabi 
branch of Sunni Islam. This ultra-conservative 
version of Islam exists at odds with Western in-
fluences within the state. Ever since the buildup 
of U.S. soldiers in Saudi Arabia during Op-
eration Desert Shield, the initial phase of the 
Gulf War, conservative domestic leaders have 
opposed the monarchy’s alliance with the West. 
These two influences pull the country in op-
posite directions. As a result, while the Saudis 
finance their dominance with American dollars 
and oil revenue, the very same groups they align 
themselves with also oppose their relationship 

with the West. The Saudi regime, repeatedly 
accused of being a state sponsor of terrorism, 
has increasingly been seen as a puppet of West-
ern masters by the very Islamic radicals their 
sect aligns with. Unless Saudi Arabia controls 
this problem now while it possesses massive oil 
revenues to do so, tensions between these two 
will continue to escalate. 

The low price of oil poses a significant threat 
to Saudi Arabia’s ability to combat domestic in-
stability. Oil prices peaked at $110 per barrel in 
June 2014, but sit at less than half that price to-
day. Although some predictions claim oil prices 
will moderately recover by 2017, damage has 
still been done by the current drop in revenues 
and will continue to be done throughout at least 
the next year. Additionally, Saudi influence in 
the oil market has permanently changed. Gone 
are the days when flooding the market with 
cheap oil could corral OPEC producers to reign 
in their oil production and stabilize prices in 
favor of the Saudis. The rise of shale oil produc-
tion in the U.S. has shifted the market away 
from their monopoly of control. Money buys 
stability in the Middle East and the Saudi mon-
archy relies on both for control. Shrinking oil 
wealth means combatting the regime’s domestic 
opponents while also fighting its proxy war with 
Iran will strain the Saudi budget. 

Domestic opposition to the regime and fall-
ing oil revenue threaten to hamper the larg-
est counterweight to Iranian influence in the 
Middle East. If Saudi Arabia does not tackle 
its opposition problem while it still can, its 

ability to project power abroad will be 
compromised. This is where the U.S. 
can help ease its ally’s pain. Continuing 
cooperation between the counter-ter-
rorism and intelligence agencies of the 
two countries is a necessity. The cur-
rent amount of cooperation is promis-
ing; Saudi Arabia and the U.S. enjoy a 
“robust counterterrorism relationship” 
according to a 2015 State Department 
report. Yet, bombings still occur wor-
ryingly often in Saudi Arabia and the 
country is unable to stop them on its 
own. ISIS sympathizers continue to 

operate not only within the country, but also 
across its borders. Conversely, the United States 
has a remarkably successful track record of stop-
ping domestic terror attacks over the past de-
cade. If these two countries developed a closer 
intelligence relationship, Saudi Arabia may be 
able to handle its opposition more effectively. 

Encouraging diversification throughout 
the Saudi economy is a necessity as well. If 
the Goldman Sachs prediction that oil could 
drop below $20 per barrel by 2017 holds true, 
then Saudi Arabia must diversify to survive. 
The U.S. should pressure its ally to pursue this 
diversification, as the country currently has a 
tendency to invest overseas to counter its oil-
heavy economy at home. This is not enough. 
Investment in domestic industries is the only 
way to divorce the Saudis from their terminal 
marriage to oil as outsourcing the problem is 
simply pushing it down the road.

Rising domestic instability and falling oil 
revenue loom for Saudi Arabia as Iran shakes 
off the effects of years of economic isolation and 
gains strength. If Saudi Arabia wants to ensure 
that it maintains its ability to check Iranian in-
fluence, then it needs to focus more effort on 
fixing it domestic problems. These won’t be easy 
to solve, but the Saudis need only look north 
a short ways to see just how far social unrest 
can take a country. 

Domestic Problems Loom for Saudi Arabia

- Graham Steffens
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Saudi Arabia’s Empty Quarter. 
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Over 2,000 civilian deaths, 4,500 in-
juries, 1.5 million people displaced, 
more than half a million children 

with life-threatening malnutrition, and 20 
million people in need of urgent assistance. 
According to the United Nations, this is the 
state of the Yemeni humanitarian crisis result-
ing from a year-long civil war. 

Last year, Houthi rebels and forces loyal to 
former President Ali Abdullah Saleh swept into 
Sanaa, the Yemeni Capital, and other cities. 
Using the pretext that the rebels are Iranian-
backed, and feeling threatened by a rouge state 
on their border, Saudi Arabia and other Arab 
Gulf countries began waging airstrikes, imposed 
a blockade, and launched a ground offensive, all 
in the hope of ousting the rebels out of power. 
That hasn’t happened. 

Although the Gulf-backed Yemeni gov-
ernment forces have made major gains, the 
Houthis remain entrenched in the capital and 
eastern provinces. Instead of leveraging their 
military gains to force the rebels to the nego-
tiation table, Saudi Arabia and its allies are es-
calating their offensive. This has only led the 
war into an impasse, with further suffering for 
civilians. 38 people were killed in a wedding 
party after being hit by a Saudi airstrike in Sep-
tember. Another airstrike hit a bottled-water 
factory in August, killing 17 civilians. The pre-
vious month, an airstrike near a power plant 
killed 65 civilians. These attacks on civilian in-
frastructure have been condemned by human 
rights organizations and the United Nations 
Human Rights High Commissioner. 

Saudi Arabia and other participants in the 
airstrikes should restrain their military power. 
In Syria, a country with sectarian divisions par-
allel to that of Yemen, proxy interventions and 
airstrikes have broken up the country’s ethnic 
and religious mosaic. Yemen’s pro-government 
forces must back neutral party sponsored talks 
to reach a national salvation government, be-
cause negotiations will be a faster and less-costly 
path to peace. United Nations sponsored talks 
in war-torn Libya have worked in avoiding car-
nage on the scale of Syria and Yemen. Both 
sides in Libya are coming closer to agreeing 
on a consensus government by the day, and the 
talks made significant progress only after Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates 

put their weight behind the talks. If these coun-
tries could decide the success of talks in Libya, 
they can do the same in Yemen. 

Continuing with the campaign of attrition 
will do more harm than good. Firstly, further 
fighting for the capital and these provinces 
will almost certainly cause more bloodshed. 
Secondly, Gulf-backed forces and the Houthis 
have been so busy fighting each other that they 
have allowed Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) to make advances virtually un-
challenged. If both legitimate parties come to a 
cease-fire, they could focus their efforts on dis-
lodging Al-Qaeda. Finally, with every airstrike 
and every civilian death, Yemenis are becoming 
disillusioned with the Saudis and their allies. 
This in no way serves the purpose of the mili-
tary campaign, which is to avoid an anti-Saudi 
force dominating Yemen.

There are fears that Arab Gulf countries have 
of an Iranian hegemony in the region, but that 
should not be a concern in Yemen. An Iranian 
military presence in Yemen similar to that of 
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon is simply unlikely. A 
Yemeni national government is not a threat to 
Iran like that posed by ISIS controlling swathes 
of land in Iraq and Syria. Moreover, there are 
no Shia pilgrimage sites in need of protection 
in Yemen, unlike Iraq and Syria. Most impor-
tantly, Iran does not have good relations with 
all of the elements of the rebellion, hence it is 
unlikely to give its full-out support. 

Gulf Arab countries must mitigate the ex-
istential threats of Yemen’s humanitarian crisis. 
It would be in the interest of the Saudi govern-
ment, the fight against violent militancy, and 
the average Yemeni civilian. They must push 
for reconciliation and unity in Yemen before 
Al-Qaeda and ISIS affiliates become too pow-
erful and the Arabian Peninsula might end up 
with a Syria in its north and south. 

An Alternative to Going Nowhere
How Compromise Can Save Yemen
- Ali Al Momar

Gulf-backed forces and the Houthis are so busy 
fighting each other that they have allowed Al-

Qaeda to make advances virtually unchallenged.”



The streets of Tehran are wild. You can 
hear the vuvuzelas and the honking car 
horns and the people cheering. There 

are people with streamers and flags waving from 
the windows. When journalists ask individuals 
why they are cheering, they receive responses 
like that of Giti, a 48-year-old engineer inter-
viewed by Bloomberg. Giti explains that she 
and the young people are excited and hopeful 
their lives will improve following the reached 
agreement of the Iran nuclear negotiations and 
the lifting of economic sanctions. However, 
even after the euphoria quiets, one is left to 
wonder how much lifting the sanctions will 
really help the average Iranian citizen. 

First, it must be acknowledged that econom-
ic improvement is conditional. Lifting sanc-
tions is dependent on Iran’s cooperation with 
the conditions and inspections prescribed in 
the agreement. Provided Iran implements the 
requirements of the deal, including the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency inspections 
and the steps to slow uranium acquisition, the 
sanctions will be slowly lifted. Also, one must 
note the U.S. will not lift all sanctions. Sanc-
tions targeted at ending ongoing practices, such 
as state-sponsored terrorism and human rights 
violations, will remain in place.

The Iranian people, especially the youth, 
believe the deal will improve the economy and 
therefore, their standard of living. According 
to the U.S. Congressional Research Service, 
Iran’s economy is twenty percent smaller than 
it would have been without the sanctions. Most 
notably, the unemployment rate is extremely 
high, peaking in 2014 at 11.1 percent, according 
to the CIA World Factbook. Unemployment 
among recent college graduates is even higher at 
24.9 percent. With a relatively large population 
of highly educated young people seeking jobs, 
an economically stagnant Iran suffers severely 
from brain drain, losing an estimated $40 bil-
lion annually from the highly educated going 
abroad to seek work. The strong demand from 
the youth on the Rouhani regime to improve 
the economy and develop jobs was just one of 
the pressures to cut a deal with the U.S.

The lifting of sanctions will certainly bring 
in foreign direct investment. Market analysts 
expect a boost in the Iranian auto, pharma-
ceutical, and, of course, oil sectors. With the 

world’s fourth largest proven oil reserves, Iran’s 
re-entry into the global oil market will lead to 
ramping up oil production and exports. How-
ever, the renewed business operations may not 
benefit necessarily the average citizen as greatly 
as anticipated. Instead, the re-entry of Iran into 
these markets may only benefit corporations 
and cronies of the regime. 

The European and Asian oil, chemical, and 
oil service corporations that have entered the 
Iranian market are most the likely to receive the 
benefits of economic growth. Oil companies 
such as Total and Shell, as well as the Monaco-
based tanker producer Navios Maritime Acqui-
sition Corporation, are expected to see increases 
in their performance and market value. Though 
these corporations will employ some Iranians 
locally, the majority of profits will likely be 
transferred back to the multinational corpora-
tions’ countries of origin. 

In addition to large companies, the politi-
cally powerful in Iran will likely siphon off their 
share of profits. The Iranian government, spe-
cifically the Armed Forces and the Revolution-
ary Guard Corps, control a major portion of 
the economy, which is conservatively estimated 
to be 50 to 60 percent. Since petroleum cur-
rently accounts for 47 percent of government 
revenues, down from 60 percent in the past 
due to decreasing oil prices, the regime is still 
dependent on the profits coming from the na-
tionalized oil corporation, the National Iranian 
Oil Company. In the Heritage 2015 Index of 
Economic Freedom, Iran ranks 171st of the total 
of 178 countries ranked. The country is catego-
rized as a repressed economy with particularly 
low trade, financial freedom, investment, cor-
ruption, and weak rule of law. With a history 
of corruption and indulgence, it is likely that 
much of the new Iranian wealth will be enjoyed 
by a powerful few and not by the rest of the 
country’s population.

Although the lifting of sanctions may im-
prove the economy, it may not improve as 
quickly as many have expected. One obstacle 
to quick economic growth stems from the fact 
that companies might be slow to enter the Ira-
nian markets because their corporate legal pro-
tections are weak. In particular, the Iranian gov-
ernment has progressively implemented more 
robust business regulations. The government 

controls the economy somewhat through qua-
si-governmental businesses. In particular, the 
aforementioned National Iranian Oil Corpo-
ration, controls all of the petroleum produced 
in and exported from the country. According 
to University of Pennsylvania Wharton School 
Professor Phillip M. Nichols, “it’s still a pretty 
closed and difficult market.” Firms entering 
Iranian markets must be cautious. Addition-
ally, as Marvin Zonis, professor emeritus at 
the University of Chicago’s Booth School of 
Business explains, quasi-public Iranian enti-
ties are “wired right into the center of power. If 
there is a business dispute, companies will have 
very little recourse. If they don’t pay attention 
to this reality, they will end up in a very bad 
position.” As a result, the lifting of sanctions 
might not have an immediate impact on the 
general populace due to Iran’s government and 
command economy.

Low oil prices also dampen the outlook for 
Iran’s economy. There are many big players in 
the global oil market, including Saudi Arabia, 
Russia, and the United States. Iran’s entry will 
only add to the competition, driving prices 
down even further. According to the experts at 
the Wilson Center, “The lower oil prices alone 
may be such a drag on the economy that lifting 
sanctions may not bring the expected relief.”

Finally, the lifting of restrictions on bank 
transfers, which Iran hoped would propel its 
banking sector and economy as a whole for-
ward, will not likely have a major impact. Un-
restricted bank transfers would allow the free 
flow of money, which would boost commerce 
and trade. According to experts at the Wilson 
Center, “The lifting of limits on bank transfers, 
which is what Iran wants most, may not have 
much impact. Nervous about regulators’ strict 
enforcement of rules, banks are ‘de-risking’ by 
withdrawing from business in countries seen 
as potentially problematic.” 

While the nuclear agreement raised Iranians’ 
hopes and will likely raise their standard of liv-
ing one day, that day is not here yet. Perhaps 
the excitement in the streets on July 14 was a 
bit presumptuous and demonstrated too much 
confidence in the regime. It will take time, pa-
tience, and policy changes before Giti and her 
peers are all employed and the Iranian economy 
is revitalized. 

Will the Nuclear Deal Benefit the Iranian 
People or just Corporations and Cronies?
- Hailey Blumenreich 
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